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The month of March 2016 will remain firmly imprinted in my memory for many years! Having 
given notice to Governors that I intend to retire at the end of this academic year the interviews for 
my Headteacher post are taking place this week. I am sure Dave Ebsworth, Chair of Governors, 
will inform you as soon as any decision is made. It is always a very difficult time for an 
organisation as change is usually accompanied with uncertainty and a degree of fear. In addition 
to me, Jenny Marshall, Senior Teacher, is also retiring at the end of the Summer Term, a great 
loss to the school. Jenny has worked here for thirteen years. 
 
Last week Sara Attra, Deputy Headteacher, attended a two day interview at Addington School in 
Woodley. After the gruelling interview process,  I am delighted to inform you that she was 
successful and will be taking up her post as Headteacher in January 2017. Another huge loss to 
the school but a fantastic opportunity for Sara – congratulations!      (Continued on  page 24) 
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This term, we have been focusing on the topic of 
‘Explore’ which has included the North Pole, the 
Jungle and Dinosaurs. Green class have been 
making dinosaur foot prints, Yellow class have 
had an ‘ice cave’ in their classroom, Red class 
listened to wonderful stories about dinosaurs 
and Blue class have even made a model 
volcano! Current visitors to the Department need 
to be wary of a metre tall “dinosaur” as they 

come in.... 
 
Stay and Play has proved to be as popular as 
ever. We adopted one of our curriculum focuses 
this year, ‘Creativity’ as a theme for our session 
in January, and did lots of art and craft activities. 
It was fantastic to see parents, grandparents and 
siblings all joining in and sharing their child’s 
learning. 

In February, some pupils and staff went to 
Warings Bakery in Tilehurst to participate in a 
baking session in their purpose built studio. 
Warings is our Community Partner and 
they kindly donated their premises, time and 
resources to enable all the children to make 
fantastic dinosaur shaped biscuits. Some 
children certainly increased in self-confidence 
as the session progressed, they started to 
actively explore, touch and taste the 
ingredients. Daniel Carr, the Public Relations 
Manager at Warings said in an email “I can’t 
believe the difference we saw in the children 
from when they arrived, to when they left ...... it 
was so much fun, and to see them all enjoying 
themselves made for a wonderful morning”. 

Sara Avenell, Head of Early Years and all the 
Early Years Team. 
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Black is trying very hard to be friendly to 
each other.  Indigo are inviting Pink class 
to come and eat lunch with them, Orange 
is visiting Early Years to sing songs with 
them and teach them some 
communication signs every Thursday.  
 
We’ve had two charity fund raising days 
this term.  ‘Wear it Wild’ day (WWF), saw 
all staff and pupils paying £1 to come 
dressed as an endangered animal.  All 
pupils took part in a special assembly 
learning about the endangered animals 
and then took part in various animal 
related activities in class for the rest of the 
day.  Pupils came dressed as lions, 
zebras, bears, tigers and one child even 
came dressed as a poisoned dart frog!   
 
Our second charity fundraising day was for 
Sports Relief.  Pupils again paid £1 to 
dress as a sports person or wear a 
tracksuit.  They all took part in an 
assembly learning about who the money 
raised goes to.  In the afternoon all the 
classes rotated round some fun sports 
activities such as gymnastics and obstacle 
courses.   
 
Individual Key Stage 2 classes have their 
own special news: 
 
Orange class said goodbye to their 
teacher, Kirsty, in December as she went 
off on maternity leave.  They welcomed 
Sam as their new teacher and she is 
delighted with all the hard work pupils 
have been doing this term.  The class 
enjoyed a trip to Taplow and also to Kidz 
N Action to climb up play equipment and 
zoom down the slides there. 
 

 

 

  

 

The Spring term has literally whizzed by in 
Key Stage 2 and all classes have been very 
busy working on our topic ‘Up, up and Away’.  
Every class took part in a Creative Arts day on 
Thursday 3rd March, where some really fun, 
creative activities were planned, all to do with 
Space and Aliens. A large inflatable dome 
filled our hall and pupils all visited it to watch 
short films about being in Outer Space and 
learning about the different planets.  There 
were also workshops on making space 
pictures and alien jelly, science experiments 
involving exploding rockets and flaming 
stones, and Purple class transformed one end 
of their room into the inside of a space ship for 
a special sensory experience.   

 
 
Every class has been working hard on their 
New Year’s Resolutions, set back in January.  
If you venture into our Primary hall then there 
is a lovely display illustrating how each class 
has been keeping these resolutions.  White 
class have been helping the environment by 
recycling and making compost for the school 
garden.  Purple is inviting Green class to join 
them once a week for a TACPAC lesson.  
Pink are sharing their books with Orange 
class.  Sky is making every effort to be fit and 
healthy with lots of exercise and eating fruit 
and vegetables.   
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Black class have really engaged in their class sensory story about going up to space in a 
rocket and having a picnic on the moon.  They have also been to Taplow and on two other 
trips to Thatcham Discovery Centre and the Butterfly Farm to watch butterflies flutter up and 
down. 
 
Indigo class have visited Kids N Action and had a trip out into the local community to visit 
shops and a fast food restaurant.  They have welcomed Pink class each week for lunch and 
really enjoyed this as new friendships have blossomed.  All the pupils loved learning about 
Jack and the Beanstalk in Literacy and Jamie is delighted with all the progress her pupils 
continue to make, particularly with Joseph who is really excelling.  

 
Sky class have been very creative, making a large space rocket out of various junk items 
which is proudly sitting in their classroom.  They have also been learning about other 
countries around the world and have sampled different food: Tapas from Spain, Pizza from 
Italy and they made Chinese Fortune cookies.  They have been swimming at the Willink 
School and to the playground at Prospect Park.  Tor is very pleased with the hard work from 
all her pupils and especially from Nathan.   
 
Purple class have been exploring items that go up and down.  They have taken part in Peter 
Pan and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang themed TACPAC sessions and sensory stories about Jack 
and the Beanstalk and Rapunzel.  Some of them went to Taplow and also to Kidz N Action.  
They have been enjoying massages in the sensory room and visiting the library to listen to 
new stories. 
 
As the term draws to a close we are already making plans for the Summer term.  Helen and 
her team are busy planning the Year 6 overnight residential to Thirtover Place in June.  We 
are currently developing our third Creative Arts Day also for June, where we will really 
celebrate our new topic, ‘Totally Tropical’, and as the weather continues to improve we are 
looking forward to more outside learning and exciting class trips off site.   
 
We wish you all a Happy Easter and look forward to welcoming all the pupils back to school 
on Tuesday 12th April. 
 
Pauline Snowdon, Head of Key Stage 2 and the Key Stage 2 Team  

 

 

 

White class have been lucky enough to visit Rushall Farm and 
see some lambing take place.  They have also visited the 
Museum of Aviation where they went inside a real aeroplane.  
They have been learning about different countries around the 
world and enjoyed tasting new food from these countries: 
Mexican Fajitas, Chinese Stir Fry, Indian Curry and American 
Hotdogs.   
For eight weeks of the term Sam Puntan, PGCE student, has 
been on placement with them and the class have loved having 
him teach them with support from Helen. 
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Our topic this term in Key Stage 3 has been ‘In the Frame’. We have 

enjoyed some amazing assemblies relating to this theme; pupils 

dressed some of the teachers up as David Bowie, paintings and 

pictures have been brought to ‘life’, and we have also been learning 

about various famous artists, particularly Vincent Van Gogh. 

Students were given the opportunity to replicate some of his most 

famous paintings including ‘Sunflowers’ and ‘Starry Night’ which 

have been displayed in our Key Stage 3 corridors.  

 

Back in February we had our second cross-curricular day. The day 

had a history focus, and allowed pupils time to investigate the 

‘Battle of Hastings’. We divided the Key Stage into the Normans 

and the Saxons, and organised the day around events that led to 

this famous battle. All Key Stage 3 staff worked very hard to make 

the day a success. Pupils had a great time making shields and 

swords and everybody contributed to our version of the famous 

Bayeux tapestry. The day concluded with a re-enactment of the 

actual battle on the school grounds which pupils really 

enjoyed.  

One of the highlights of this term must be our 

secondary school production ‘Some Pig’. We hope you 

were able to come and enjoy the show. Students and 

members of staff worked incredibly hard to make it 

such a success. Huge thanks goes to our Creative 

Arts Team; Mrs Jones, Miss Olbrecht and Ms Scally. 

We are thrilled to announce that we have had several recipients of our ‘Star of Key Stage’ so far 

this year. Students who have worked extra hard during their lessons, or have displayed excellent 

behaviour, or have demonstrated positive relationships with other students can be nominated by 

staff. Joe M from Middleton, Kieron B from Tarrant Explorers, Ben T from Fletcher, Jared I from 

Winslet and Hayden D from Fletcher all have their photo on our special reward board in the hall. 

Six stars so far, huge congratulations to all of them! We look forward to rewarding many more 

stars next term!   

Next term our topic is ‘Inventors and Explorers’ and we have lots of plans and ideas to make it a 

really exciting term. Thirty students will go to our Key Stage 3 residential for 5 days of great 

adventures, taking place 9th – 15th May. 

Happy Easter from all of us in Key Stage 3. 

Angie Hunt and Peter Masaryk, Heads of Key Stage 3 
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One of the highlights of this term was our secondary school production ‘Some Pig’, an 
adaptation of ‘Charlotte’s Web’. We hope you were able to come and enjoy the show. 

Students and members of staff worked incredibly hard to make it such a success.  
HUGE thanks goes to our Creative Arts Team and everyone else involved. 
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During the February half term new carpets were fitted in three Key Stage 4 classrooms and in our 
social area which has helped to make the whole Key Stage look smarter. In addition to this we 
have managed to purchase a TV to allow students to read messages and view photos of past trips 
and activities. We are also extremely fortunate to have had a new pool table donated to us. This 
has replaced our rather tired and worn out pool table. All of these improvements have encouraged 
Key Stage 4 students to have more pride in their environment. 
 
The Key Stage 4 students are thrilled with their new pool table kindly donated by Carly Defreitas, 
owner of the ‘Reading Pool and Snooker Club’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
At the end of this term we say goodbye to Matt Bonewell. Matt has been running our Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme and working in Sulham class for the last few years. He is leaving us to 
start an exciting new role as Onsite Manager at Thirtover Place (Berkshire Guide Association 
Residential Activity Centre). We will be sad to see him go but wish him all the best in his future 
role. The DofE Award will continue and we will ensure the expeditions go ahead smoothly:- 
 

o Practice Expedition – Thursday 28th and Friday 29th April 2016 
o Final Expedition – Thursday 16th and Friday 17th July 2016 

 
We wish you all a Happy Easter and look forward to welcoming the students back to school on 
Tuesday 12th April. 
 
David Maycock, Head of Key Stage 4 and the Key Stage 4 Team 
 

Nick Wyatt, a member of Key Stage 4 
staff, made contact with Carly through 
connections he has with Directions 
Football Club. Leroy Clarke (Chairman, 
Directions FC) happens to be a 
professional pool player who is 
sponsored by Reading Pool and 
Snooker Club. 

Leroy plays for the Berkshire Senior 
Pool Team and came to visit the 
students when the new pool table was 
delivered. The students were thrilled to 
learn some great tips and techniques 
from Leroy, who was the runner up in 
the Berkshire Open 2015! 

Directions FC have Under 11 and 
Under 13 football squads and they are 
committed to trying to keep young 
people off the streets.  
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Another busy term has flown by and Spring is finally upon us. The students have been working 
hard taking part in a range of activities both onsite and offsite. Students continue to take part in 
activities that support and promote independent living and life skills. Each class spends time 
developing their levels of independence in order that they are confident and as prepared as they 
can be to become valued members of their communities.  
 
Groups regularly go offsite town training and shopping and we anticipate that we will have several 
of our students travelling independently by the end of the year. As usual at this time of the year, 
we like to visit Tilehurst Community Centre, which we use as a base to prepare our lunch, use the 
big hall for various games and visit the local library and shops. The Reading College Links courses 
continue to provide opportunities for students who are hoping to transition to college when they 
leave school. The busy college environment is far less daunting because our students have 
attended throughout their time in 6th Form, getting to know other students, staff and familiarising 
themselves with the college campus. Planning and cooking their own lunches, setting the table, 
clearing things away and washing, drying, ironing and looking after our environment and ourselves 
are just a small part of our independent living skills programme. 
 
We continue to provide students with the knowledge and information they need in order to achieve 
paid employment. We have recently sent out a survey to the local employers in our Work 
Placement Network, asking them about the skills and qualities they value in a perspective 
employee. We will use the information we gather along with national statistics and data to further 
develop our curriculum to ensure we provide the best and most effective programme of study for 
our students.  
 
This term Sandy’s class has been involved in a 
project, designing a web page for young people with 
SEN to get information about the services available 
to them. The Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities Information Advice and Support Service 
or SENDIASS (previously Parent Partnership) is a 
confidential and impartial support and advice 
service for parents, carers, children and young 
people (up to 25 years) on issues related to Special 
Educational Needs and disability. Students were 
able to express their thoughts and ideas about the 
ways in which they thought the web page could be 

improved and developed. They made some 
excellent suggestions and received very positive 
feedback from the member of SENDIASS who was 
running the project.  
 
Helen and Ceri’s Class  
We have had a busy term. We have been going to the Community Centre on Wednesday 
mornings, which has given our students the opportunity to visit local shops, the library and park. 
They have chosen what they want in their sandwiches, bought what they need from the shop and 
then made their own sandwiches at the Centre. We have been making jacket potatoes in cooking 
this term as we now have a microwave in the classroom. The students have been learning how to 
make simple snacks in the microwave and have chosen their potato fillings and what salad they 

Students receiving certificates for taking part in 
the project. 
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want. During English, we have been reading ‘Iron Man’, a book about a man made of iron who 
eats cars! The class have enjoyed listening to the story and creating artwork based around the 
book. We are finishing the term by going to the Mad Hatters Café where the students will paint 
their own pottery.  

  

 

 

 

Alice’s Class 
This term at Earth Trust, we have been learning lots of new skills, such as coppicing and woodland 
management, and using different tools to make things such as bird-boxes. More recently, we have 
been enjoying the countryside in springtime. We have been lucky enough to spend time on a 
working farm over the lambing season, and have even been able to meet and feed some of the 
new-borns. (Nobody mention mint sauce!) 
     
Students from Heather’s Class:-  
“Every Wednesday as a class we visited the local 
community centre.  At the community centre we had the 
opportunity to mingle with our classmates and those from 
other classes.  We made hot drinks and purchased 
snacks from the local bakery and shops.  We also 
ventured out into the community to see what we could 
find.  We answered questions about the area like:  Is 
there anything useful nearby?  Is there anywhere to have 
a cup of tea?  Can I buy a picture frame? Is there a park 
nearby?  Does it have swings?  We went out into the 
community and said hello to the shopkeepers, asked 
about product pricing, posted letters, took some notes, 
and found some interesting shapes and textures for our 
journals.  We also made our own map of the shops and 
businesses located near the community centre and 
thought about all the jobs that exist in those 
businesses”.  
 
Ola’s Class 
This term has been full of exciting 

activities in our class. We’ve been on 

weekly trips to Henry Street garden 

centre as part of our community 

lessons. Tasting Tuesdays has 

continued this term; we have been 

trying lots of different fruit and 

vegetables with various dips. Now the 

This is a photo of the map we made of 
the local community  
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weather is improving we have started Horticulture lessons again, planting bulbs and weeding the 

area outside our classroom. Before half term we took part in the ‘Wear it Wild’ day where we all 

dressed up as animals and explorers. Recently we took part in National Book Week; our class 

thoroughly enjoyed the sensory assembly about the book ‘Fabulous Pie’. We ended the term 

making delicious Easter cakes for us and our families. 

Finally:- 
As the term ends, we have to say a few “Goodbyes”.  Helen will be leaving us very shortly to begin 
her maternity leave. We send her our very best wishes and hope that we see her again soon along 
with the latest addition to the Maycock family. Claire Kitching has been working in the 6th Form for 
three years. She has worked as a 1:1 member of staff with a student in Alice’s class. Claire will be 
missed by all her colleagues and the 6th Form students across the department. She leaves us to 
join another school team at Earley Saint Peter’s Primary School. Mark Gillespie, who has been an 
assistant in 6th Form for several years, is now working as a Specialist in the Creative Arts 
Department but will continue to work with our students on a regular basis. 
 
I was going to mention that we had a long awaited visit from Ofsted – but as we can’t 
really comment about how things went until the official report is published, I will maintain 
my silence a little longer! 

 
Happy Easter from the 6th Form. 

 
 
Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form 
 

 

So far this term, 14 students from Key Stage 4 and 6th Form 

have completed their Work Based Placements in 10 

different businesses. Work Based Placements allow the 

students to experience first-hand the world of work, to put 

into practice what they are learning in the classroom, 

develop their skills, confidence and experience as well as 

allowing them to decide the type of job they may like to do 

in the future. Every student has said how much they 

enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about their possible 

chosen careers at first hand. The feedback from the 

managers of the businesses used has been very 

encouraging and supportive. 

To celebrate and acknowledge the achievements of students on Work Based Placements, we 

have introduced an ‘Employee of the Month’. We take into account feedback from the host 

employer, school staff and parents. Students to join our Employee of the Month wall of fame are 

shown on the next page. 
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Employee of the Month 

January 2016    

Paige has successfully completed the first term of her internship and four 

modules of her NVQ in Health and Social Care and Children and Young 

People’s Settings. She has met her initial development plan goals and 

continues to build on her independence and confidence skills.   

Paige is working towards her future goal of paid employment. 

February 2016   

Lily has worked very hard in an unfamiliar classroom setting she showed 

enthusiasm and followed instructions competently. This placement has 

helped reinforce that this is the career path Lily would like to pursue. 

Partnerships 

Our partnerships with local businesses and organisations have continued to develop and grow. 

We have recently welcomed two new businesses to our Employers Network, The Crowne Plaza 

and The Police Rehabilitation Centre, Goring. The Crowne Plaza is offering students the 

opportunity to work in the hotels Housekeeping Department. The Police Rehabilitation Centre will 

be offering 4 different Work Based Placements in Housekeeping, Catering, Hospitality and 

Physiotherapy. We are very grateful for the continuing support of these businesses that are 

making a real difference to the future lives of our students. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for more volunteers to support our students.  

 If you feel you have the skills and want to make a 

difference, then please contact:- 

 Julie Grant (Work Related Learning Manager) on either 

0118 9421382 or you can email her at  

jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

 

mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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‘Brookfeast’ is an exciting new catering enterprise arriving at Brookfields next term. 

All staff employed by Brookfields are entitled to a free school meal, this is currently provided by our 

caterers, ‘ISS’.  From April 2016 staff will have the option of getting their lunch from ‘Brookfeast’ 

our student run catering enterprise. Initially the business will provide cold food including baguettes, 

wraps and sandwiches with exciting plans to expand its range.  Students will spend blocks of time 

in the kitchen learning the processes of creating high quality lunches and working to industry 

standards. 

Our vision: 

 Students will gain professional catering skills for life beyond Brookfields School 

 Students will gain skills for wider employment opportunities 

 To create an enterprise which students will aspire to be a part of 

 Students will develop the necessary personal, social and professional skills to carry out 

tasks as independently as possible 

 Students will make connections with local businesses 
 

‘Brookfeast’ will join our growing list of enterprise initiatives that strive to “educate and inspire, 

through authentic opportunities, work related skills”. Behind the scenes staff have been busy 

preparing for the project to go live by attending training on food hygiene, teaching via systematic 

instruction, ordering of industry standard equipment and developing a bespoke package of 

lessons.  

West Berkshire have commissioned ‘Ways into Work’ to support the transition of students resident 

in West Berkshire from education into employment, whether that be fulltime employment or a 

Saturday job. This project is being funded through a grant from the Department for Education and 

NHS and will last for one year. We hope to be able to demonstrate the impact of getting young 

people with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities into employment with the aim of extending the 

project. Ways into Work will be appointing 2 Job Coaches, 1 to be based at Brookfields School 

and the other at The Castle School. As well as working with identified students from each school, 

they will also be working with mainstream students. Access criteria to the service is being drawn 

up by West Berkshire, Brookfields School and The Castle School. 

Members of the schools Pathway to Employment team have continued to work with West 

Berkshire and ‘Employment is Everybody’s Business’ to develop the West Berkshire Action Plan 

with regard to their Employment Strategy for young people with additional needs as part of the 

BASE/NDTi project. This has been very exciting and Brookfields School have been asked to talk at 

local and national conferences about our programme and the way we support young people into 

employment. 
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Brandon Mills (Deputy Headteacher) and Jenny Connick (Talentino!) met with lead members of 

staff of The Careers Enterprise Company to advise them on their SEN strategy. As a result of this 

meeting, Brandon has written a case study about our Pathway to Employment and our 

‘Employment Engagement Strategy’ which is now part of The Careers Enterprise Company’s 

training materials for their Enterprise Advisers. 

Sylvia King (SSAT, Senior Education and SEND Lead) met with Brandon and David Maycock, 

Head of Key Stage 4, in January 2016. It was a very useful and productive meeting as we learnt a 

lot from Sylvia about Vocational Curriculum which in turn has enabled us to develop our own 

Vocational Curriculum for students in Key Stage 4 and 6th Form. Brandon has been asked to write 

an article for the SSAT journal on our Pathway to Employment to be published in July 2016. 

We have continued to have a lot of interest in our Pathway to Employment programme and have 

hosted a number of visits from other SEN schools and organisations such as Meadow High, Swiss 

Cottage School, BASE NDTi, Tettenwood Hall School and Adviza Thames Valley. 

Sandy Boyle (Head of 6th Form) and David Maycock (Head of Key Stage 4) were invited to speak 

at a conference organised by Swiss Cottage School about SILSAF (Secondary Independent Living 

Skills Assessment Framework) which they have developed. This in turn has led to a ‘Development 

Agreement’ being drawn up between Brookfields School and Swiss Cottage School to develop the 

use of SLSAF in SIMS. Sandy and David have been invited to speak at their ‘Roadmap for Life’ 

conference on 15th May about SILSAF and Brandon to speak about the Pathway to Employment 

programme. 

We have recently asked our Employers Network about the qualifications, attributes, skills and 

knowledge they would want in their employees. 

Summary so far 

All employers recognise and value DofE (The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme). 
 

The majority of employers said the following forms of accreditation were useful:- 

 First Aid qualifications 

 Functional English and Maths 

 City and Guilds qualifications 

 The Princes Trust qualifications 

 
In general, employers did not recognise or find Entry Levels relevant. This has implications for the 
development of our Vocational Pathway curriculum for Key Stage 4 and 6th Form students. 

 
In terms of the Skills and Qualities employers look for in their employees, the following were seen 
to be the most important:- 

 Ability to ask for help 

 Ability to follow verbal instructions 

 Personal presentation 

 Team Player 
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 Motivated 

 Work Ethic 

 Integrity 

 Reliable 

 Dependable 

 Willingness to learn 
 

We have just finished editing a film about our Pathway to Employment and how local businesses 

have supported the students though offering Work Based Placements. We would like to say a BIG 

thank you to Sue Hamilton (Sainsbury’s) Phil Herlingshaw (Reading Buses), Mike Clarke (Video 

Camerman), Paula Thornton (TV Producer), Neil Neenan (Freelance Cameraman & Director), 

Jenny Connick (Talentino!) and the students who took part in the film. We have been asked to 

share the film on the NDTi website as well that of BASE. Keep a look out for it on the schools 

website too! 

It’s been another busy term here at Project SEARCH as all 8 students 

took on new roles for their second rotation at the Royal Berkshire 

Hospital. This term has seen students placed in a variety of exciting 

work placements including Pharmacy Stores, Catering, Maternity 

Reception, Portering, The Berkshire Cancer Centre, Pathology and the 

Post Room. All 8 students have done exceptionally well this term in their new departments, 

impressing their managers and colleagues with their hard work, dedication and admirable work 

ethic. Their motivation and engagement with the programme is high and they are all on track with 

their Laser Qualification in Employability Skills which runs alongside their internship. 

Brookfields students Alice L and Callum B have taken on very different roles for their second 

rotation; both have progressed well and have thoroughly enjoyed working in a new team and 

learning lots of new skills. Alice’s second rotation has been with the portering team. She has been 

based in the x-ray department where Alice has been taking patients to and from appointments. 

This is an extremely busy and physically demanding role but Alice has performed to an 

exceptionally high level and she has enjoyed the rotation so much that she is hoping she can work 

with the theatre porters for her next rotation. Alice’s favourite part of the job has been learning how 

to use the walkie talkies, passing her manual handling training and meeting lots of new 

colleagues…her least favourite part of the day is leaving work to go home!!! 

Callum has been working in the main hospital kitchen as kitchen porter. He has been learning 

about personal protective equipment, health and safety, and rules and regulations needed when 

working in a commercial kitchen environment. Callum has learnt how to load kitchen trollies, 

correctly wrap cutlery, the correct procedures for safely transporting food and how to keep the 

kitchen and all the equipment clean and sterile. 
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After the Easter holidays the students will begin work in their third and final departments and will 

graduate from the programme in July 2016. As all eight students are looking to pursue paid 

employment this is setting up to be an exciting summer term as we look at opportunities at the 

hospital and in the local community. 

Finally, as the second term comes to an end it can only mean one thing… assessment day for the 

5th cohort of Project SEARCH students. We have 12 students applying to start Project SEARCH in 

September 2016. From all of us here at Project SEARCH – have a lovely Easter break before all 

the hard work starts again in April. 

Pathway to Employment Team (Brandon Mills, Julie Grant, Becci Maslam, David Maycock, 

Trevor Coles, Maurice George and James Gearing)  

We have been very lucky to have been picked as a partner school to take part in the Play Unified 
basketball programme. Play Unified (www.playunified.org) is a Special Olympics programme; 
delivered by the Youth Sport Trust and funded by DCMS, Sport England and The One 4 All 
Foundation, led by Thierry Henry. Play Unified is a global movement, aiming to mobilise a 
generation of young people to make a difference and help create more unified and just 
communities all around the world.  

PlayUnified is inspired by a simple principle: 
“Training together and playing together is a quick path to understanding, acceptance and, breaking 

down the barriers that exist for people with intellectual disabilities”. 
 
Eleven students from Key Stage 4 and our 6th Form are working with Reading Rockets coaches to 
develop their basketball skills. After Easter we will be joining up with students from Denefield 
School in preparation for a basketball tournament against schools across greater Berkshire in 
June 2016. 
 

Students have taken part in two football tournaments this term.  
             

 
14 students (including one student from Little Heath School) attended The Berkshire Special 
Schools football tournament on 21st January at the Madejski Dome.  
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The Green team came in 3rd place scoring 5 goals and only conceding 2 goals. 
Green team: Haider, Lewis, Connor, Tayub, Lewis, Harry 

In the Green league there were 5 other teams: 
Mary Hare, Southfields, Manor Green, Chilworth and Addington. 

The Amber team came in 2nd place scoring 7 goals and only conceding 1. 
Amber team: Sam, Harvey, Levi, Michael, Ty, Joe, Livui 

In the Amber league there were 6 other teams: 
Mary Hare, Addington, Manor Green, Chilworth, The Avenue and Kennel Lane. 

Both our teams played really well against strong opposition and displayed excellent 
sportsmanship. Particular mention must go to Joe who supported his team mates really well. This 
was another really successful tournament organised by Reading Football Club. 

 

On 17th March seven girls participated in this tournament 

organised by Reading FC at the Madejski Dome. Nicole, Andrea, 

Amber, Natasha, Katie, Kelly and Kiera played in 6 matches 

against The Castle School, Kennel Lane School and Arbour Vale 

School, many playing in their first ever football matches. The girls 

should all be very proud of how they played; the teamwork was 

excellent and they all played with smiles on their faces. A special 

mention must go to Kelly who received praise from many teachers 

for her skill and determination. I look forward to starting a girls 

only football club after Easter- such was the girls enthusiasm! 

We are pleased to inform you that after Easter we will be running the following lunchtime clubs; 
Cross Country, Dance, Football and Rounders. 
Key Stage 4 and 6th Form students will also have the opportunity to access dance sessions on 
Friday afternoons with a dance coach from the ‘4 Motion Dance and Theatre Company’. 
 
Matt Rosier, PE Specialist 
 

Classes from across the school have attended School Council this term.  
 
The Primary pupils thought about all the creative activities they have been involved with this year. 
All the classes enjoyed the drumming workshop and were able to tell the Council about some of 
the other creative things that they would like to do.  
 
The Secondary pupils were asked by Mr Maycock to go back to their classes and find out which 
playground equipment they would choose from some choices Mrs Hunt and Mr Maycock gave 
them. The Council then used the rest of their meeting to discuss any other things their classes had 
asked them to talk about. 
 
Meetings will continue in the summer term, and we are looking forward to our special meeting in 
July with the Governors. 
 
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head 
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The PTA has been meeting regularly to plan future events for pupils, families and staff. 
 
Coming up we have:  

 Quiz Night on Friday 20th May. This is a very popular event with lots of inter-rivalry 

between Key Stages and parents. Details will be sent out after the Easter break. 

 Family Barbeque on Saturday 26th June at 12.00 noon. Lots of activities and a great time 

to enjoy being with the family. Further information will be sent out nearer the day. 

 
So, put the dates in your diary, keep an eye out for letters home or check the website, and please 
do come along and enjoy yourselves. 

Jenny Marshall, Senior Teacher and Chair of Brookfields PTA  

Before the half term break Youth Club held a twelve hour Cycle-a-thon to raise money for new 

equipment and activities. We would like to say a HUGE thank you to everyone who sponsored us 

and took part; we raised an extremely impressive £1600! We look forward to spending the sponsor 

money in the new term.  

 

Although it has only been a short term, Youth Club has still been busy. We’ve had a visit from the 

SPLAT Team, where they organised dodge ball, plus our usual onsite activities which include 

music, swimming, air hockey, arts and crafts, Wii and Xbox. Next term is already shaping up to be 

an exciting one with trips to the golf range, pool parties and a fish and chips evening to name but a 

few.                      

Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson and all the Youth Club team.  
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The RDA Group has had three new arrivals this term. Two new riders, 
Amber and Jonah, and one of the equestrian variety, Jack, the new stallion 
at the stables. All riders have been learning how to groom the horses 
alongside their normal riding lessons. Everyone is looking forward to next 
term when the group will be enjoying their annual trip to Cullinghood 
Equestrian Centre.  
 
Happy Easter from Kerrie Byers and all the team at the RDA 

As you are all aware Lisa Klatt (After School Club Manager) has been away on 
maternity leave. After much consideration Lisa has now decided not to return. I 
am sure you will join me in wishing her all the best. I will continue to run the 
Club until the position is filled on a permanent basis.  

 
We asked the children and young people what they like about our After School Club: 
 

“I enjoy playing on the scooter outside and going on the computers, also watching films and making 
new friends. I come to club three nights a week and have fun.” RS 
  
“I like looking at ‘Power Puffs’ on the computer and playing new games. I have fun 
choosing different things to do at After School Club.”  MJH 
  
“I like having fun and being with my friends. I like helping to make our snacks. The 
snacks are good, I like cheese! My favourite things are playing on the Wii and using 
the iPad.” ST 
  
“I like chillin’ and hangin’ out with my friends because I like playing new games. I 
like watching funny films and making clay models.” TG 
  
“I’m enjoying learning to sew and make things. I like helping to make the snacks, 
cups of tea and having fun at After School Club.” EP 
  
“We all like cooking and baking chocolate cakes! YUM! YUM!” TB 
   
“We like going outside and playing on the bikes and swings”. JS, CE 
 
“Going to the sensory room” DC, “Playing cars” KSH, “Watching ‘Mr. Tumble’ MS 

 
Please note that After School Club starts back on Tuesday 12th April. 
 
Gill Cleaver, Extended Services Manager and all the After School Club staff 
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Advice and support from 
Brookfields staff during 

the Easter Holiday 
 

Ashley Burrows 

Family Support Worker 

0759 4421 908 
 

Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 

0796 4405 885 

For an emergency at home 

 Call 999 if someone is at risk 

 Call the police on 101 for help 

 Call the out of hours Duty 
Social Worker 01344 786543 

 

Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker, will be 
working during the holiday. She will be available to 
respond to your queries and concerns as well as 
continuing the family work already planned with you. 
Make sure you leave a message and Ashley will get 
back to you when she is at work again. 

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, works to 
implement programmes with you at home. Marnie will 
be working some of the time over the Easter break, 
so do make arrangements if you need her support. 
She will respond to calls and messages within her 
flexible working hours; this means she may not return 
calls immediately but she will respond the following 
day when she is back at work. 

This is a service for all families at Brookfields School. 
However big or small the problem with behaviour 
may seem, we are here to help.  These can be 
problems with getting on the bus in the morning, 
getting on with siblings, being challenging to others, 
sleep or diet etc. You can talk to your child’s teacher 
or give me a ring at school, and we’ll make a plan together.  
 

This international event happens 2nd April – 8th April, but Brookfields School dares to be different! 
Brookfields Autism Awareness week will be 6th - 10th June 2016.  
 
The programme for the week is in the planning stages and 
students in Key Stage 4 and 6th Form will take a very 
active part in doing so. You will hear more next term. 
During the official Autism Awareness Week, there are 
many activities taking place. If you want to get involved, 
check out the National Autistic Society website, 
(http://www.autism.org.uk).  
There is among other things, a Night Walk on 2nd April!  
 

We will be running our ‘Understanding and Managing Behaviour’ course for parents/carers next 
term starting on Thursday 9/6/16, further details will be sent out to you soon but in the meantime if 
you would like any information about the course please email Julie Richards, Outreach 
Administrator, at jrichards@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
 
Merete Hawkins, Head of the Autism Behavioural Support Service 
 
 

http://www.autism.org.uk/
mailto:jrichards@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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Brookfields School Term Dates 2016 / 2017 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Public Holidays 

26th December 2016 Boxing Day 

27th December 2016 Christmas Day (substitute day) 

2nd January 2017 New Year’s Day (substitute day) 

14th April 2017 Good Friday 

17th April 2017 Easter Monday 

1st May 2017 May Bank Holiday 

29th May 2017 Spring Bank Holiday 
  

Holiday 25/03/16 – 11/04/16  
Term 5 Tuesday 12th April 2016 – Friday 27th May  

2016  
33 days  

Holiday 30/05/16 – 03/06/16   
Term 6 Monday 6th June 2016 to Wednesday 20th  

July 2016  
33 days  

Holiday 21/07/16 – 02/09/16   

Term 1 Monday 5th September 2016 – Friday 21st October 2016 35 days 

Holiday 24/10/16 – 31/10/16  

Term 2 Tuesday 1st November 2016 – Friday 16th December 2016 
 

34 days 

Holiday 19/12/16 – 03/01/17  

Term 3 Wednesday 4th January 2017 – Friday 10th February 2017 
 

28 days 

Holiday 13/02/17 – 17/02/17  

Term 4 Monday 20th February 2017 – Friday 7th April 2017 
 

35 days 

Holiday 10/04/17 – 24/04/17  

Term 5 Tuesday 25th April 2017 – Friday 26th May 2017 
 

23 days 

Holiday 29/05/17 – 02/06/17  

Term 6 Monday 5th June 2017 – Friday 21st July 2017 
 

35 days 
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o PGL Residential Trip (Key Stage 3) 9th – 13th May  
o Blaen Wern Residential Trip (6th Form and Key Stage 4) 23rd – 27th May  
o Thirtover Place Residential Trip (Key Stage 2) 16th – 17th June  
o Atlantic College Residential Trip (Key Stage 4 and 6th Form) 20th _ 24th June 

 

H E A D T E A C H E R ’ S  M E S S A G E  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 : -  

Our visit from Ofsted on 9th March was a culmination of five years’ waiting and huge amounts 
of intensive, hard, continuous self-improvement. The call came at lunchtime the day before 
and we had just one afternoon to prepare for the visit. During the day the inspectors had a 
tour of the school, met and interviewed the Senior Leadership Team, some pupils, individual 
and groups of staff, observed lessons right across the school, joined pupils outside at break 
and attended lunch time clubs. They spoke to Governors, our School Improvement Advisor 
and scrutinised our documentation, policies and procedures. We are still awaiting the official 
feedback report but all the initial comments have been extremely positive. Everyone at 
Brookfields continually works so hard for the benefit of the pupils, it is a thoroughly deserved 
positive commentary on the work of the school. Hopefully the final report will be posted on the 
website soon. 
 
This month we also celebrated the Secondary School annual production, this year a 
Brookfields adaptation of ‘Charlotte’s Web’ – namely ‘Some Pig’! Once again spectacular 
costumes created by a team of talented seamstresses, stunning stage sets and a truly 
original sound track accompanied the fabulous acting, singing and signing of our pupils. 
There were many notable highlights, all three performances were unique and inspiring. Many 
thanks and congratulations to the Creative Arts Team for all their additional very hard work 
and amazing interpretation of the story. As ever many people offered additional help, support, 
encouragement and time to ensure everything went smoothly. Thank you also to Beth 
Chrystal and family for the loan of the authentic farm equipment and machinery. 
During the Easter holidays work will begin on the new playground area behind the Key Stage 
3 classrooms. Considerable discussions have taken place to plan and create a stimulating 
exciting environment for our older students. Hopefully this work will only take three weeks so 
we can start to use it as the weather improves. 
 
Leaving us at the end of this term is Chris Dore who is planning her retirement to spend more 
time with her husband. Chris has worked at Brookfields for sixteen years and re-trained as an 
aroma therapist to offer very specialist interventions to some of our pupils. Many pupils have 
benefitted from her expertise and she will be missed. Also leaving, to manage Thirtover Place 
in Cold Ash, is Matt Bonewell, a new exciting career challenge plus a new home for the 
family. Very best wishes Matt for your future although we hope you continue to visit and 
spend time away with our pupils on residential trips. 
 
The news and photographs contained in this newsletter illustrate the vast range of 
experiences and opportunities available to the pupils across the school on a daily basis. 
Brookfields continues to be an exciting, unique place to learn. May I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a very relaxing Easter break. Pupils return on Tuesday 12th April 2016. 
 
Jane Headland 
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