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When you have finished reading this Newsletter you will have a fantastic picture of the 

tremendous work that is continuing across the school.  The varied, exciting and diverse 

programmes are experienced by all our students, from Early Years right up to our leavers in the 

6th Form.  It is always a great privilege to witness these events.  Just this term I have attended the 

Early Years Pirate Party, Primary Sports Day and their overnight residential trip to Thirtover, the 

PGL Key Stage 3 residential and Brookstock, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, Brookfest and the 

Prom, the Riding for the Disabled award ceremony, Project SEARCH graduation and the PTA 

barbeque.  The vast number and range of activities clearly illustrate the organisation, planning, 

time and dedication required to successfully achieve all of these events.  Once again I must 

reiterate the massive thank you to all the staff at Brookfields.  They are without doubt the most 

amazing, hard working, passionate and dedicated group of people. 

As the end of year approaches all of your sons and daughters will have just received their end of 

year report.  I have thanked the class teachers for their detailed and informative reports. 

I am delighted to tell you about our new playground that has been built in the secondary part of 

the school. It was opened by Heather Stanning earlier this term and reported in the press. The 

students already love it and spend time exploring the activities it presents.  Thank you to all the 

fund raisers who helped provide the money for the build and to Andrew Brown and Rachel 

Sheridan for co-ordinating this big project.  

 

 

 

Continued on page 24 
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This term, the topic has been ‘Water’ in Early 

Years and Key Stage 1. We have enjoyed 

lots of different activities and experiences 

including listening to stories about the rain, 

helping to wash dolls clothes, feeling shells 

from a beach and watering the plants in our 

horticultural area. One of the highlights of the 

term was our ‘Pirate Party’ to which families 

were invited. Warings Bakery, our 

Community Partner, very kindly supplied 

beautifully decorated cupcakes and the 

children took part in themed activities 

including ‘Walking the Plank’, ‘Pin the Tail on 

the Parrot’ and ‘Digging for Treasure’. 

Associated with the theme of ‘Water’, we 

also had a visit from ’Bang On’, a percussion 

group who played recycled materials 

including plastic bottles, water butts and 

buckets. The children responded 

enthusiastically by moving to the rhythm, 

listening to the music or playing the 

instruments.  

Our ‘Stay and Play’ sessions, on the third 

Wednesday of each month, have continued 

to be very popular with parents, 

grandparents and siblings. We have enjoyed 

Action Songs, Messy Play, Outdoor Games 

(luckily in the sunshine!) and Water Play 

together and we are very grateful for the 

support received from our families. 

We wish you a very happy summer holiday 

and look forward to seeing you in 

September. 

Sara Avenell, Head of Early Years and all 
the Early Years Team. 
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Key Stage 2 has had a really fantastic summer term!  Our topic has been ‘Totally Tropical’ 

and we have fully embraced this with our class trips out, Creative Arts Day, classroom 

activities and assemblies.  I have seen a constant stream of pupils passing my office door 

dressed as pirates and everyone has been incredibly motivated and engaged by the topic.   

Back in June some of our Year 6 pupils enjoyed an overnight stay at Thirtover Place.  This 

was our second year of running a short residential and it is definitely going to become a 

regular fixture in our calendar each year!  Ten pupils and eight staff took part in the trip which 

was full of exciting activities such as ten pin bowling, visiting Thatcham Discovery Centre, 

grass sledging and archery.  Pupils loved hanging out in the residential house at Thirtover 

Place playing board games, racing round the adventure playground and chatting in their dorm 

rooms.  For many pupils it was their first night away from home and they managed this really 

well. 

While the overnight trip was taking place all the other pupils had two special days to take part 

in too.  One day was a PE based activity day where everyone took part in some interactive 

and inclusive games.  On the other day pupils planned, made and ate their own picnic 

together as a Key Stage, then enjoyed a disco and film afternoon. 

Our Creative Arts Day fully immersed pupils into a tropical Brazilian Rio Carnival where 

everyone took part in workshops on learning to dance in a Brazilian style, making and playing 

their own samba drums, making their own head dresses for the carnival procession and also 

interacting with some tropical creatures such as a python, bearded lizard and millipede.  The 

day concluded with a Rio Carnival parade in which all pupils took part making lots of noise 

and banging their drums around the Key Stage.  It really was a very fun and engaging day! 
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Sports Day was another big success with a bit of a change this year in the activities on offer.  It 

was a good experience for our pupils to access parts of the secondary school for some of the 

activities like Boccia and it was lovely to see pupils working together and supporting each other in 

mixed class groups.  Thanks must also go to all the parents and carers who came along and 

supported the event, encouraging all the pupils on.  Congratulations to all the pupils for their 

achievements and to the winning house! 

With the end of the 

school year very much 

upon us it is once again a 

time of change.  Pupils 

move up to different 

classes, Year 6 move 

onto Key Stage 3 and we 

wish them all the best 

with this exciting new 

stage in their lives!  We 

also say goodbye to a 

handful of colleagues: 

Holly Davies (TA in White 

class) is moving on to 

start her Masters in 

Speech and Language 

Therapy.  Natalie Chatwin 

(TA in Pink class) is 

starting her PGCE 

training to become a 

teacher. They will both be 

very much missed and 

we wish them the best of 

luck with their future careers.    

Moving out of Key Stage 2 to work in Key Stage 3 are class teachers, Helen Canham and Igor 

Stofan.  Again we will be very sad to see them move on in their careers but know they will be a 

real asset to their new Key Stage.  We welcome three new teachers to Key Stage 2 in September: 

Madeleine, Bekki and Fay.  

As we draw to a close in a very busy and successful academic year in our department, on behalf 

of all of the Key Stage 2 team we wish you all a happy summer holiday and look forward to 

welcoming pupils back on Monday 5th September! 

Pauline Snowdon 

Head of Key Stage 2 
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Some of our Year 6 pupils took part in a two-day residential trip to Thirtover Place in Cold Ash. 

The group comprising Jack, Ace, Jonah, Harvey, Jack, Lewis, James, Harry, Chad and Jess 

enjoyed a variety of activities.  

         
On the first day, we had fun settling in and exploring Thirtover. We went bowling and visited the 

lake and play area at Thatcham Discovery Centre. Lewis and Harry were victorious in the bowling 

competition and very proud of their achievements!  We returned to Thirtover for a delicious group 

dinner. Harvey enjoyed the spaghetti bolognaise so much, he had 4 portions!  A memorable 

evening of grass sledging followed.  It was fantastic to see the pupils participating in this activity 

and having such fun zooming down the grass slopes in bright red plastic sledges, squealing with 

delight as the sledges gained momentum and then dragging the sledges to the top of the hill and 

starting all over again!  There were lots of laughs from all!  Jess did brilliantly sledging with Lois, 

laughing as the sledge gained speed!  James’ determination in this event was particularly 

memorable and all of the White Class boys had a go sledging independently which was wonderful 

to see!  We rounded off the evening with a camp fire and toasted marshmallows 0 Harry loved 

this! 
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On Friday the activities continued with team games and a low rope challenge.  We were supported 

by Matt, an instructor at Thirtover, who was able to teach pupils to navigate across the low ropes, 

encouraging some fantastic team building skills.  The final challenge of the morning was archery 

and everyone tried their hand at this new skill.   

 

 
 

Our residential was a great success! Many thanks to all of the staff who supported this memorable 

trip! 

 

Helen Canham, Class Teacher 

 

Wow, another busy term has flown by in Key Stage 3! Our theme has been ‘Inventors and 

Explorers’ and we have had so much fun investigating this topic. At last our new playground has 

opened, and pupils have been making the most of exploring the new outdoor space, they 

absolutely LOVE it! (See further details on the next page). Teachers have also incorporated this 

theme into some amazing assemblies that have seen pupils inventing new things, going on 

treasure hunts, exploring Australia and sailing the oceans like Captain Cook! Even in the wake of 

the disappointing exit of England football club from Euro 16, we managed to generate a positive 

display of team spirit and friendly competitiveness in our football themed assembly.  
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As many of you already know, half the Key Stage went off on residential to PGL in May. Fun was 

had by all, even though there was quite a lot of rain! All the pupils once again, pushed themselves 

to the limits, conquering their fears, by rock climbing, flying across zip wires, canoeing to name but 

a few of the challenges on offer.  

 

The pupils joined in enthusiastically with all the activities and developed their team building and 

independence skills. Staff and students alike had a fantastic time with many students asking when 

we are going again! There are displays of photographs in the Key Stage 3 corridor, so if  you’re  in  

school please  take  the  time  to  come  and  have  a look at all the wonderful things we got up to! 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those of us left at school took the opportunity to explore our community. Geocaching, a murder 

mystery hunt, The Living Rainforest, ‘Creams’ Ice cream parlour, a day trip to PGL to visit our 

friends and a mobile farm, were just a few of the activities that took place.  

 

This week we have enjoyed welcoming year 6 pupils to Key Stage 3 in preparation for their 

transition to the upper school in September. This excitement is of course tainted with a little 

sadness, as our current Year 9 group prepare to move onto Key Stage 4. We wish them all the 

best and thank them for being excellent role models to the rest of the pupils in Key Stage3.  We 

have been able to award a steady stream of pupils to the role of mentor this term and we would 

like to take this opportunity to thank  James V, James S, Tyrese W, Harry F, Harvey P, Daniel E 

and Lewis C who have all taken this responsibility very seriously and have been regular ‘wearers’ 

of the mentor badge.   

 

Last but certainly not least, this term we saw the introduction 

of ‘Brookstock’ to Key Stage 3. This cross curricular/festival 

day had an emphasis on social interaction, making choices, 

independence and engagement, and gave pupils a huge 

range of opportunities and activities to explore. Pupils 

exchanged tokens to pay for the activities they wanted to 

engage in such as, dancing, hair braiding, creative crafts, 

cake making, painting and storytelling. Thank you to all the 

staff involved in making the day such a huge success; it was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all!  
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Pupils helped to plan different areas of the festival weeks 

before the event and design the tickets and tokens for the 

activities. Each pupil had a T-shirt to design themselves; 

those in PMLD and SLD groups created the T - shirts using 

Eye Gaze and iPad paint applications, whilst pupils in MLD 

groups created their T-shirts with fabric paints, pens and 

spray paint. The festival included a range of activities 

including; a steel band, paint splatter tent, karaoke, a dance 

tent, a collaborative art tent, an ice cream van, BBQ, a face 

painting, tattoo and hair braiding tent, fortune telling, a 

drumming workshop, a night club, Nerf gun shoot out, 

horticulture tent, masseuse tent, circus skills, a relaxation 

area and a games suite. Everybody was involved with 

decorating the tents and packing away after the festival. We 

were very pleased with everybody’s enthusiasm for the 

event and how it developed pupil independence and team 

work skills. We all had a thoroughly good time and plan to 

repeat the event next year.  

 

          
 

Key Stage 3 New Adventure Playground Official Opening 

 
Pupils, staff and invited guests from the local community were joined by an Olympic gold medalist 

on 14th June to celebrate the opening of our new Adventure Playground for pupils with complex 

learning difficulties. London 2012 Olympic rowing gold medalist Heather Stanning was on hand to 

cut the ribbon at the official opening ceremony. Heather is one half of Great Britain’s coxless pair 

team with Helen Glover and the duo is currently training for this summer’s games in Brazil. 

  

The playground was designed and installed by national play company Infinite Playgrounds. The 

company worked closely with the school on all aspects of design and installation and we are 

delighted with what we have created together. The brief was to create an outside space that could 

be used as an outdoor classroom, to develop pupils’ skills of investigation, curiosity, 

communication, imagination, creativity, problem solving and physical exploration. The new 

facilities include a landscaped bank complete with a water valley, a ball pool and classroom 
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canopy.  This is complemented by a climbing structure, slide and bridge, complete with a basket 

swing and tunnel. One of the areas proving to be a big hit with pupils is the ‘sensory cave’ with 

tiled interior, sensory lighting and a living roof. All pupils are delighted with their new playground. 
 
Angie Hunt and Peter Masaryk, Heads of Key Stage 3 
 

We have had an extremely busy term. We have had several exciting off-timetable weeks and 

activities including; Careers Week, the Duke of Edinburgh final expedition and the Atlantic College 

residential trip. These have all been extremely successful with students experiencing and learning 

many different skills that will help them in the future. You will find more information about these 

weeks throughout the newsletter. 

Currently all of the Year 11 students are staying on to join Brookfields 6th form, so we wish them 

the best of luck as they move into the new area of the school to start the next step in their 

education.  

Sulham Class participated in the Sheepdrove Agricultural Challenge competition again this year, 

completing different tasks to do with farming and agriculture and attending an event at the farm in 

July.  We also won the whole competition for the second year running with our entries; a caterpillar 

made from recycled materials, a farmyard texture picture and a quiche made with spinach that 

they had grown. Well done Sulham!  

I would like to end by thanking all the staff who have worked with Key Stage 4 students this term. 

Although it has been an extremely busy and tiring term, students have benefited greatly from the 

range of off-timetable and extra-curricular opportunities we have been able to offer. 

As this is my last newsletter for Key Stage 4 I would like to say it has been a pleasure working with 

all the families and students, I wish you all the best of luck for the future. 

David Maycock, Head of Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team 
 

 

On Monday 20th June on a very wet and miserable day 26 students and 10 members of staff set 

off on our annual Key Stage 4 and 6th Form Residential visit to Atlantic College in South Wales. 

Fortunately as we travelled down the M4 the weather improved and we even saw the sun! 

 

We were greeted by our contact instructors Adrienne and Emily who looked after us for the week. 

The students were split into 3 groups – Blue, Green and Red and everyone took part in canoeing, 

woodland adventure, high ropes, swimming, climbing, general games, castle adventure, 

orienteering and archery. Everyone challenged themselves during the week with students climbing 

higher than they had before, helping others to achieve their goals and coping with a week away 
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from home. We went to a bonfire and 

learnt some new songs, before ending 

the week with the traditional Atlantic 

College disco.  A huge thank you goes 

to all the staff who volunteered to come 

away for the week. 

 

Sarah Strudley, Assistant Headteacher 

 
 

 

Summer is upon us and it’s that time of year when we start to look forward to holidays and new 

beginnings in September. The 6th Formers have been busy preparing for Prom, taking part in a 

very hectic and exciting Careers Week and planning their end of term trips/activities.  

 

Sandy’s class put their functional maths skills to the test by planning a day out in Oxford. With 

support from Roz, who teaches them Maths and Cathy who supports them with everything, they 

researched train times and costs as well as planning their route around Oxford’s ‘dreaming spires’. 

The students enjoyed walking around the indoor market and taking in some of the sights of Oxford 

City Centre. They ate their lunch in a local café before making their way back to school on the 

train. On the last Monday of term Sandy’s class are going out for their lunch to the Berkshire Arms 

on the A4 in Midgham. They have been researching the most suitable establishments to meet their 

requirements and have decided that they will be able to afford a meal and a drink without ‘breaking 

the bank’. Planning and researching their own leisure/social activities are two of the skills we 

encourage our students to acquire and develop. Watching them work together to discuss and 

organise their class lunch is very rewarding for both staff and students. 

 

Blaen Wern Residential May 2016 

On 23rd May a group of Key Stage 4 

and 6th Form staff and students set of 

for the annual residential trip to Blaen 

Wern Farm. The weather was not great 

but not terrible so we remained 

optimistic that we would have an 

enjoyable week away.  

We arrived safely and settled into our 

new surroundings. For those of you 

who are unfamiliar with Blaen Wern I 

will try to describe it for you.  
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A custom-built, single story building situated by a small lake in the middle of the Welsh 

countryside, with an array of sheep, horses and farm dogs on site and often in close proximity.  

The setting is idyllic and the accommodation, 

although not quite 5 star, is a little frayed around 

the edges, but perfect for our students to relax and 

live happily in for the duration of their stay.  

We enjoyed a range of holiday type activities such 

as a trip to New Quay Beach, A steam train ride to 

Devils Bridge, a trip to Aberystwyth, swimming in 

the indoor pool at the farm, a Karaoke/Disco Night 

and a hay waggon ride around the farm. The 

students behaved impeccably and were a credit to 

themselves, their parents and the school. The 

changeable weather did not spoil our plans and we 

enjoyed another fantastic week at the farm 

Ceri’s Class  

This term we have been visiting Henry Street and Dobbie’s garden 

centres where we have been choosing our snacks, learning to wait our 

turn, paying for our snacks and eating in the cafés at the centres. We 

have enjoyed the scenery and each other’s company on the bus journeys 

there and back. At the garden centres the students have found different 

plants and experienced their colours and smells, they have also enjoyed 

feeding the fish and seeing the various water features.  
 

In our ‘Tasting Tuesday’ sessions we have practised our communication 

skills, working hard on using picture exchange to choose what we want to 

eat and drink, with some students using the ‘more’ switch to ask for more 

food / drink. ‘Tasting Tuesday’ is our opportunity to introduce and try 

different foods and to show whether we have liked them or not.  
 

We have followed the 6th form topic of ‘Looking Good’ for this term during 

our sensory story by looking at the book ‘Call Me Gorgeous’ by Giles and 

Alexandra Milton. The pupils have really enjoyed dressing up and looking 

at and holding the animal props related to the story. They have also 

enjoyed watching videos about all the animals in the story. Some pupils 

have chosen which prop they want to hold during the story. We have used 

our story as the focus of our art and craft sessions too. We have been 

making lots of parts to build our display collage of the ‘Gorgeous’.  
 

We have also enjoyed our sports sessions where we have been doing 

some Rebound Therapy and Swimming. It has been a lovely term for us.  

Ceri Brueton, Class Tutor   
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Ola’s Class 

             

This term has been very busy for our class. We have 

been practising lots of different skills, especially our 

money and independence skills, by going on weekly 

trips to Henry Street Garden Centre, where we have 

fed the fish and eaten snacks in the café. Also we 

have been on weekly town training sessions, where 

we played Town Training Bingo, which has been 

helping us learn our way around the town centre. To 

experience different forms of travel, we recently went 

to Basingstoke by train. We had a great day looking 

in all the different shops and having lunch at Pizza 

Hut. For our end of term trip our students enjoyed 

our bowling trip.  

This year we have five pupils leaving our class, we 

would like to say goodbye and good luck to Ben, 

Shane, Saul, Jack and Jack. We will miss you!   

Ola Tarczynska, Class Teacher 

Finally*..as usual at this time of year, we say “goodbye and good luck” to all our leavers.  

Ben P, Jack P, Josh M, Jack G, Molly H, Ottillie J, Zach F, Marie A, Emily P and Zara Z will start 

on the ‘Skills for Living’ course at Reading College in September. Connor J, Harvey V and 

Cameron P-B will be starting the ‘Work Preparation’ course, as will Callum B who has spent this 

past year taking part at Project SEARCH. Shane K and Mateusz B will be starting a course at 

Newbury College as will Alice L who has also spent the past year at Project SEARCH. We send 

them on their way with our very best wishes for the future. Four members of staff will be leaving 

the department; Adam and Laura will be starting new jobs and Aaron will begin his Teacher 

Training programme. Alice Taylor who has been a class teacher in 6th Form for 3 years will be 

moving to a new school and promotion in September. I want to thank all of them for their continued 

hard work and dedication and to wish all of them every success for the future. 

 

I look forward to welcoming the 6th formers, both old and new, on Monday 5th 

September 2016.  

 
Have a fantastic summer break!  
 
Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form 
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Our Pathway to Employment programme is specifically 
designed to support our students into the world of work. 
 

Since the last newsletter we have welcomed Lucy Bellman 

to the team. Lucy’s role within the team is to work in 

partnership with businesses and to coordinate Work 

Experience placements for our students. Lucy will be making 

contact with parents to introduce herself and to plan tailored 

Work Experience for students. 

Brookfields School is thrilled to be working in partnership 

with ‘Ways into Work’, a Supported Employment 

organisation that provide a service to individuals 

by supporting them to develop the skills and confidence they 

need for paid work. ‘Ways into Work’ have secured a one 

year contract with West Berkshire Council working with 16-24 year olds and will be working closely 

with a number of schools and colleges in West Berks to increase the employment outcomes for 

young people with a disability. 

This is an exciting opportunity and our team, led by Debra Burnett, Ways into Work’s Transition 

Lead, have already started to meet young people and plan for their future careers. We look 

forward to seeing the positive outcomes coming from this team. 

Many of you may have seen the BBC South Today news clip in June about how, through 

partnerships between Brookfields School and our network of employers, we have been able to 

create bespoke work experience placements allowing students to practice and develop work 

based skills. Alasdair Finn, the BBC correspondent who made the film, was very clear that he 

wanted to look at the impact of companies employing young people with learning difficulties and 

additional needs. 

Over the last 5 years, Brookfields has shaped and influenced careers education for young people 

with learning difficulties and additional needs, both locally and nationally. Our partnership with 

‘Talentino!’ has continued to grow and the Careers Education Programme we have developed 

together, ‘Careers at Every Level’, is now being used in 25 special schools throughout England. 

Brookfields contributed to a briefing document prepared by Talentino! for the Department for 

Education (DfE) about the importance of Careers Education in special schools. As a result of this, 

the DfE have included this in their ‘Careers Strategy Paper’. 

Brookfields School and our Pathway to Employment team would like to say a BIG thank you to 

everyone involved in our network of employers who have supported our students in achieving their 

aspiration of full time paid employment. 
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Work Experience Internship  

Since September 2015 Paige, one of our 6th Form students, has been 

working on a supported internship at Downsway Primary School. Each 

week Paige has been writing a blog about the experience which can be 

found on our website. Below is Paige’s summary of her internship:- 

 

“Let me start off with saying how amazing and incredible I have found my internship! It has taught 

me many skills to really help me with my future employment. The skills it has taught me include 

using my initiative more, speaking to different people, trying to ask for help when I need it and 

being more organised. This internship at Downsway has been really important to me because it 

has given me a ‘proper’ feel at what working in a school would be like and the people there have 

made me feel like part of the team. I also like the fact that the staff trusts me enough to do things 

by myself, like working the machinery, putting up displays, marking things or taking little groups of 

children out of class to work with them. It has made me feel responsible which is really rather a 

nice feeling! I believe that internships are a good way of getting to know what the ‘world of work’ 

would be like because it gives you a good ‘feel’ of what work and, more specifically, the profession 

you want to go in would feel like and whether it is for you, or not. I believe it also counts as 

experience and experience is good because it shows employers the skills you have learnt and also 

a willingness to learn and work. Doing this internship has solidified my dream as I want to be a 

Teaching Assistant when I leave school. I’m so glad and grateful that I took this opportunity and 

I’m incredibly thankful to the staff at Brookfields for helping to set this up and to the staff at 

Downsway for letting me into their school. I would recommend internships to anyone really but 

especially those who want to experience a practical way into the ‘world of work’!” 

 

Brookfeast 

Since starting Brookfeast this year our catering project has gone from 
strength to strength. We are now operating 2 days a week using a combined 
group of 8 students who have been picked as they may find a traditional work 
experience placement more challenging. 

We have learnt various skills to do with catering and preparing cold food, and 
our kitchen is split into different 'stations' where students take ownership over 
different parts of the process. Some may be in charge of bread and 
baguettes, some will distribute fillings evenly, some will add salad items 
according to the order and some will complete the final job of packaging and 
labelling.  Staff at Brookfields have really embraced the project too, with our 
maximum order total currently at 55 products - certainly enough to keep us 
busy! We hope to increase the project next year and open Brookfeast 5 days 
a week, reaching a larger group of students and feeding more hungry staff 
with quality hand-made lunches. 

Brandon Mills and the Pathways to Employment Team 
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It has been a very busy term here at the Royal Berkshire 

Hospital with all 8 students starting their third and final 

workplace rotations in April. They have been placed across 

a variety of departments including Medical records, main 

kitchens, ENT, maternity reception and linen stores.  

All the students have worked so hard throughout their time 

on the programme and are well on track to becoming young 

independent working professionals. Each student has 

demonstrated that they have developed the skills and qualities sought by employers – excellent 

time-keeping, good attendance, flexibility and ability to take instruction. All students, and their 

circle of support have been fully engaged with the programme and they should all be admired for 

their work ethic shown over the year. As well as completing three placements they have all 

completed their Laser Qualification in Employability Skills. As a team we are very proud of each 

and every one of them. 

Ex-Brookfields students Callum and Alice have again been doing two 

very different roles this term. Callum has been working in the post room 

working alongside the distribution team. Additionally, Callum has also 

been learning the role of the linen porters who are responsible for the 

collection and delivery of linen to all 52 wards across the hospital. The 

team leaders even rearranged their linen deliveries and schedules to 

accommodate Callum’s working hours at Project SEARCH.  

Alice thoroughly enjoyed her second placement working as an X-ray 

porter and so decided to transfer these skills into a different area. Alice 

has been working in ‘Central Theatres’ for the past 10 weeks and is 

responsible for safely transferring patients to and from theatres when 

they have minor operations. Alice is currently being supported by the 

Ways into Work team to job search closer to West Berkshire and Callum 

has secured a place at Reading College next year to continue to prepare 

for paid employment.  

Here at the hospital one student has been successful at interview and will 

be commencing a full-time paid role at the Trust starting mid-July working 

as a medical records porter and we will be supporting another intern to 

apply for a full-time paid apprenticeship role working alongside the 

Learning and Development team, also looking to start in July – well done 

to both!! They join the 16 ex-graduates currently employed at the Trust. 

As we approach the end of term the students focus is very much on next steps and securing 

employment*but also on Graduation! This is always a time of excitement among the students and 

we are again very lucky this year as the Crowne Plaza have very kindly agreed to host this event 

for us – for free! The red carpets will be rolled out, the professional photographer booked and the 

certificate and awards are ready for the 17th July. The ladies have been out shopping for dresses 
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and the young men promise to be suited and booted for the occasion. Graduation provides the 

perfect end to the student’s time on the Project and is a celebration of all their hard work and 

achievements over the year. It also serves as a huge thank you to all the managers and mentors 

at the hospital whose continued support and dedication allows Project SEARCH to be a success 

year on year.  

Finally, from all of the team at Project SEARCH we wish everyone a very happy summer break 

and look forward to returning in September and welcoming the 5th cohort of students ready to 

begin their transition into paid employment! 

Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor 

Well, what a contrast to last year’s PTA Barbeque. It was a good job that we decided on the Friday 

that we would hold the barbeque indoors. In the morning we did think that we’d made an error of 

judgement as the sun was shining and it was lovely and warm. However, just after 12.00, there 

was a loud rumble of thunder and the heavens opened. Luckily one barbeque was under cover 

and we’d just put a gazebo over the other. No one seemed to mind having to go outside to get 

their burgers or sausages. 

 

The cream teas in the hall seemed to go down well as did the cake stall.  People roamed around 

the 6th Form building looking at the stalls, having a go on the tombola and raffle or playing the 

various games in one of the classrooms. Faces were painted and everyone seemed to be having a 

great time. The magician was in attendance, alternating between making balloons and performing 

his magic act. His audience were very attentive – how does he do all those tricks? The Silent 

Auction had some great offers. There were perfume and aftershave sets, a talking teddy, a My 

Little Pony set, two bottles of bourbon and a bottle of vintage port. Some real bargains! 

 

When the money was collected in and counted, the total was £456.51.  This is not as much as in 

previous years but given the weather was a good amount.  A big thank you to all the parents and 

staff that helped to set it up, were there on the day and helped to put it all away afterwards. 

 

This was my last event for the school. As you are aware I am retiring at the end of this term. I have 

enjoyed being part of the team, planning and organising the various events over the past few 

years and seeing you all there enjoying yourselves. I do hope that some of you will join the PTA or 

become a ‘Friend’ and help at events. Please do come along to the AGM on Tuesday 20th 

September at 7.00pm in Sage House at Brookfields School. 

 

Have a great summer. 

 

Jenny Marshall, Senior Teacher and Chair of Brookfields PTA



17 

 

MOVE to Learn – Learn to MOVE 

 
It’s been a while since I’ve added something to the newsletter; the 
MOVE (Movement Opportunities via Education) programme is still 
here and going strong! 
 
Here at Brookfields we are now, not only supporting more of our 
pupils and families to learn the functional skills of sitting, standing, 
walking and transferring, but also working closely with other schools 
within our Local Authority. We are now one of the training schools for 
MOVE and Manual Handling within our area, with staff from other 
schools coming to us for training, support and advice. The word is 
getting out there that MOVE really does change the lives of families 
and the young people we work with.   

  
 

‘An Afternoon Tea on the Patio’         

 
One of our MOVE pupils, Connor, is leaving our 6th Form to go on to take a course at Reading 
College. Connor has been working really hard, not only on his MOVE goals, but at organising and 
running a couple of fund raising events for the MOVE Programme at school. This is the second 
year we have held ‘An Afternoon Tea on the Patio’ and both events have been a great success. 
Connor and I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported these events, so 
THANK YOU, very much! This year we raised just over £160. Connor would like the funds to go 
towards some adaptive bikes for the other MOVE pupils to use at school after he leaves us.  
Thank you Connor, I’m sure the ‘Afternoon Tea’ will now turn into an annual event. I’m sure 
Connor will spread the word about MOVE to Reading College.  
 
I’m positive that everyone would like to wish Connor all the best for his transition to college; we will 
miss him at Brookfields. 

 
Helen Thurgood, Specialist Teaching Assistant 
MOVE Co-ordinator 
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Another year over, another great time at Youth Club!  

 

We have been busy with all sorts of 

activities such as movie night, 

swimming, quiz night, rounders, SPLAT 

nights, visiting the Reading climbing wall 

centre and The Gold Range and of 

course our annual summer BBQ! 

 

Unfortunately we have to say goodbye 

to some of our members as they are 

moving on to bigger and better things. 

We want to say goodbye and good luck 

to Callum, Alice, Ben, Joshua, Saul and 

Cameron. We will miss you all!  

 

As for everyone else*see you back at 

Youth Club in the new academic year! 

 

From Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson and 

all the Youth Club team.  

 

 

 
 
Yet again it has been another hard working term for the pupils who 

attend RDA and every week each rider’s skills have been improving.  

For an end of term treat, the RDA riders went on a trip to Cullinghood 

Stables. The trip was the perfect opportunity to practice their new and 

improved skills with a long walk through the woods and with 

workshops on horse care. And what better way to finish off a great 

day than with a McFlurry at McDonalds! All the riders thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves and cannot wait till the next visit.  

As we are at the end of an academic year, it’s award time! Well done to Katie who received the 

Leonie London Award for ‘Most Promising Rider’, to Ben for receiving the George McClelland 
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award for ‘Achievement Through Adversity’ and to Jared who received the Mark Osborn Cup for 

‘Best Overall Rider’. Congratulations also to Jonah for being awarded ‘Best New Rider’, Matty for 

receiving the Achievement Award and Gemma for her Improvement Award and finally, well done 

to Callum, Samuel, Amber and Natasha who all received Endeavour Awards. 

  

Have a great summer holiday and we look forward to seeing you all in the new academic year! 

from Kerrie Byers and all the team at the RDA 

From 12th – 15th July students took part in a range of activities during Careers Week.  Alok 
Sharma MP visited Brookfields on the final day to congratulate the students. 

Phil Clark, parent of one of our pupils and Green Watch 

Station from Reading Firefighters will be taking part in a 

sponsored charity event to raise awareness of water 

safety and to raise funds for the Firefighters charity, as 

well as cystic fibrosis and Brookfields School. Phil and his 

team will take 4 days to complete the challenge from 

Lambourne to Langley, with bucket collections along the 

route as well as a Just Giving page.  Please go to 

www.justgiving.com if you wish to lend your support.
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The Afterschool club this term has very much enjoyed taking advantage of the 

reasonable weather by playing outside most evenings on the bikes and 

scooters. This term we have had the additional pleasure of using the new 

adventure playground. It has been great fun playing, exploring and using the 

new water feature. 

 

We have had a visitor from Tesco’s supermarket, who 

came into to lead a cooking session. The children 

made tuna vegetable pasta and the ingredients were 

provided free of charge by Tesco as part of their 

‘Farm to Fork’ campaign. We are looking forward to 

Julie visiting again. 

 

Please note that our last session this term will be Tuesday 19th July. Have a good summer and we 

look forward to welcoming your children back to After School Club on Monday 5th September. 

From Gill Cleaver, Tracy Haskell and all the After School Club staff. 
 

It’s the summer holidays and that means*BLAST OFF Holiday Club!! This year 

pupils will be enjoying activities such as cinema trips, bowling, onsite arts and 

crafts and sports.  

 

Sponsored Swim 

As you may be aware in May we held a 24 

hour Swim-a-thon to raise money for the 

club. Thank you to everyone who took part 

and sponsored the swimmers. We raised a 

huge £1,700!! The money raised will be 

funding the Holiday Club trips to Thorpe Park 

and Beale Park. 

 

 

Kerrie Byers, Team Leader, Specialist Teaching Assistant 
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Advice and support from 

Brookfields staff  
 

Ashley Stevens 

Family Support Worker 

0759 4421 908 
 

Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 

0796 4405 885 

Emergency at home 
 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 

It has been a busy year in the ABSS with lots of children and families accessing the support.  
 
ELSA  
 
ELSA stands for Emotional Literacy Support Assistant. A Teaching Assistant can follow a training 
programme which is provided by the West Berkshire Educational Support Service to become an 
ELSA.  An ELSA is trained to work with the students to become more emotionally aware and 
regulated and also to help them with friendships. The Brookfields ELSAs are employed in Key 
Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and in our 6th Form; the students as well as their tutors can make a referral 
to be supported by an ELSA. This year Katie Clapson and Ursula Harris have completed their 
training and they will work alongside our two existing ELSAs, Julie Johnston and Lorraine White. 
We welcome Katie and Ursula to the ABSS team.  

Support for families during the summer. 

Ashley Stevens, Family Support Worker, is on 
call for advice and support from 28th July to 7th 
August and from 16th August to 1st September. 
Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, is 
available from 2nd August to 1st September to 
work with you to implement programmes for 
children with autism. She will also assist you in 
accessing holiday activities in the community. 
 
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to 
discuss problems and maybe arrange a home 
visit during the holiday. However, if your child is 
displaying seriously challenging behaviours and 
someone is at risk, you must contact the police.  
 
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101,  
on that number you will talk to the police directly. 
They will discuss with you the best course of 
action. 
 
World Autism Awareness  

 
World Autism Awareness Day was planned for the Summer term, but unfortunately 
this had to be postponed. We will arrange a date for the Autumn term and further 
information will be sent to parents once a new date has been decided. 

 
Holiday activities in the wider community 
 
DISC – Disability Information Scheme is published by Reading Borough Council. Take a look at 
their website, www.reading.gov.uk/disc where you will find a list of activities for the summer. 
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‘All Join In’  

 

This is the Early Years Parent Group for new parents run by Sara Avenell 

and Merete Hawkins. It is an opportunity to get to know each other and the 

school staff and to share ideas about supporting our special children. The 

group will meet four times in the Autumn term; the first meeting is on 

Tuesday 20th September, from 11am to 12.30pm. New parents will receive a letter of invitation and 

we very much want you to come along. 

 

SIBS Supporting and Including Brothers and Sisters 

 

Following on from the success of the last 2 day SIBS Workshop we will be repeating the workshop 

on Saturday 8th October 2016 and Saturday 15th October 2016 at Brookfields School. The 

workshop will be for siblings aged 7 years and over. A letter with further information will be sent 

out in September. 

 

Farewell 

 

Buster, the PAT dog, is retiring after five years at Brookfields; we thank him 

and Marnie Osborn for all his work supporting our children. We wonder who 

can replace Buster; does someone have a dog trained as a PAT dog or 

know of someone who does? Please talk to us as we know how valuable it 

is for the children. 

  

We say “Bon Voyage” to Peter Masaryk, Head of Key Stage 3, Teacher in Tarrant Adventurers 

Class and Challenging Behaviour Specialist with the ABSS. Peter and his family will travel to New 

Zealand to start a new life and we thank him for his hard work and dedication to the ABSS.  

 

Merete Hawkins 

Head of ABSS 

 

 

Our final School Council meeting of the year was a very special meeting as class representatives 
had the chance to meet five members of the Full Governing Body (FGB) for our annual School 
Council and Governors meeting on 13th July 2016. 
 
The representatives were able to tell the Governors about all the things they have been doing this 
year, and find out a bit more about the role of the FGB. 
 
Sarah Strudley 
Assistant Headteacher 
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On Sunday 19th June four of the eight students who completed their Bronze Award last year were 

awarded their certificates by Quentin Webb, Chair of West Berkshire Council at The D of E Annual 

Awards Presentation Ceremony. Students also met Mr James Puxley DL, Her Majesty’s Lord 

Lieutenant for The Royal County of Berkshire. Congratulations to Paige, Tierney, Emily and 

William who attended the ceremony, but also to Alonza, Lily, Tayla and Zoya who unfortunately 

couldn’t make it.  

On 6th and 17th June our current D of E group completed their final walking expedition. Our 

assessor Jan, was extremely pleased with how well the group worked as a team. They showed all 

the qualities we are looking for in our young people; determination, independence and a caring 

attitude. They were also able to problem solve really well, although using the tin opener was one 

skill we hadn’t taught them! Congratulations to ‘Team Great Nature’ (Owen, Harvey, Grace and 

Raymond) and ‘Team Dolphin’ (Emma, Rebecca, Jake, George and Cameron). They have all 

completed the expedition section of the award successfully. 

                           

                                Team Dolphin                                               Team Great Nature  

 

 

As I am leaving Jamie Bonewell, Teacher and qualified D of E Assessor and experienced D of E 
leader, will be taking over the running of The D of E Award Scheme at Brookfields. 

David Maycock, Head of Key Stage 4                         
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Inevitably we have students leaving this term from the 6th Form; Sandy has reported this in the 
6th Form news.  We also have some staff moving on for promotion or change of career, these 
individuals are mentioned in their specific areas. 
 
However, I would like to mention Jenny Marshall, who is retiring at the end of this term after 13 
years hard work. Jenny has been an important member of the Senior Leadership Team, 
teacher and Chair of the PTA.  She has worked consistently for the very best outcomes for 
individual pupils and the school throughout her time here.  She will be missed but we all wish 
her the very best for a long, relaxing and healthy retirement. 
 
David Maycock has secured an Assistant Headteacher role at Addington School for the next 
academic year.  David has been an efficient, hardworking Head of Key Stage and will be 
missed by many pupils and staff.  We wish him all the very best in his new position. 
 
Kate Dimbleby has gained a new role with Oxfordshire County Council as Lead Teacher for 
Down Syndrome and Complex Needs – once again we all wish her the very best for the future. 
Kate will be missed by many families known to her through her work with local mainstream 
schools and all of us here at Brookfields.  Very best wishes Kate.  
 
Peter Masaryk is moving to New Zealand with his family to teach in a special school – how 
exciting! We hope to hear all about it and receive regular photographs of his new life. 
 
Kirsten Gibbs is also moving – but only as far as Devon! Kirsten is following a dream of living 
by the sea and has secured a job in a special school much closer to a beautiful beach. Alice 
Taylor is leaving from the 6th Form to pursue a career in a primary school for pupils with 
emotional and behavioural needs locally. Jackie Harris, REACh (Relationship Education for the 
Autistic Child) Instructor is moving on to start a new career as Pastoral Manager at another 
special school. We wish all three the very best wishes for the future. 
 
Some of the support staff are also leaving – moving to University, other careers or beginning to 
train to become teachers. Best wishes to you all. From September we are fully staffed and will 
be welcoming many new students and members of staff to school. 
 
The governors met again this week and have endorsed the plan for a part time Headteacher 
and a temporary Acting Headteacher, so I will be back on Mondays and Tuesdays from 
September! Thank you for your kind words and messages of support I have recently received. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy, relaxing summer holiday – let’s hope 
this summer weather really does improve soon so time can be spent safely outdoors. 

 
 
Jane Headland 
Headteacher 
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