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Christmas at Brookfields is always an exciting time of year and as the decorations start to emerge 

the timetable of special Christmas activities, trips, meals and parties is finalised. Everyone will be 

entertained over the next few days! 

Yet again it has been a busy term and even though I’ve only been working two days a week I 

have kept involved with everything that is happening. We continue to improve the school 

environment, especially the outside play areas for the pupils to explore and develop their 

imaginations. The new reception is currently being built, a plan originally initiated and discussed 

up to five years ago but now finally being constructed. A huge boost to our safeguarding 

capabilities. 

We celebrated the impressive achievements of our older students earlier this term during our 

Presentation Evening. It is fantastic to recognise such a range of academic, creative and Duke of 

Edinburgh successes with our students and their families. 

Last Saturday we held the PTA Christmas Bazaar. Thank you for your attendance, generosity 

and festive cheer! The majority of the money raised will provide Christmas activities for all the 

pupils. Huge congratulations to the PTA for their continued hard work and great efforts. It is 

greatly appreciated. 

At the end of term we say goodbye to three teachers. Sara Avenell has secured an Assistant 

Headteacher post at Kennel Lane School in Bracknell. Congratulations Sara, you will be missed 

but we all wish you the very best for the future. 

Merete Hawkins is retiring after five years’ heading up our Autism Behavioural Support Service 

(ABSS). Many families and pupils have benefitted from her help, advice and knowledge. Enjoy 

your well-earned retirement Merete. 

Sara Attra is also leaving to take up her headship at Addington School. Sara has committed 

twenty two years to Brookfields School. She is extremely dedicated hard working and innovative 

in all that she does. Addington have really gained an excellent teacher. 

Finally, I have written to you all to express my thanks for your support, encouragement and 

advice over the years. I will miss this wonderful school! 

Have a happy Christmas and very best wishes for the future. 
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In September, we welcomed four new children to 
Early Years and Key Stage 1, some of whom 
started school for the first time. We are delighted 
that they have settled in so well and have made 
secure relationships with both staff and other 
children.  

We have been focusing on the theme of ‘My 
World’ this term and had a wonderful visit in 
November from the Blink Dance Theatre, as 
shown in the picture, who delivered a workshop 
based on music, movement and mirrors. Earlier 
in the term, some children also visited the ‘Five a 
Day’ Market Garden at Englefield. They 
experienced picking and tasting fruit, planting 
seeds, making plant labels and pond dipping.  

We all enjoyed taking part in ‘Children in Need’-
icing “spotty” biscuits, art activities, dressing up 
and taking part in bouncing sessions on the 
trampolines in the hall. Some of the staff 
costumes were very eye catching!  

Our Early Years parent course ‘All Join In’ has 
been running successfully this term and the 
monthly ‘Stay and Play’ sessions continue to be 
very popular. At the November session, where 
the focus was parachute games, over 15 
parents, grandparents and siblings came, which 
was fantastic!  

The children performed brilliantly in our recent 
production ‘Songs for Christmas’ and we are 
very proud of them all. We enjoyed our annual 
visit to Highdown School, who put on a 
wonderful party for us, with a special visit from 
Father Christmas.  

We would like to wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Sara Avenell, Head of Early Years and all the 
Early Years Team. 
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This Autumn term Key Stage 2 welcomed 
several new pupils and teachers to our 
department with Maurad, Lola, Summer, Trev, 
Sam, Marshall, Razeen and Eluise joining us 
as new pupils and Fay, Bekki, Maddie and 
Vicki joining as new teachers in Orange, 
Green, Sky and White class.  We are 
delighted to welcome them all and it is great 
to see that everyone has settled in happily to 
our key stage and life at Brookfields.   
 
This term has seen the launch of our new 
curriculum with all our pupils now having 
Personal Learning Plans (PLP’s) that are 
tailored specifically to the individual needs of 
each child.  Parents will have received a copy 
of their child’s PLP earlier in the term and 
these will be updated on a termly basis, so 
expect to see more of them over the coming 
year.   
 
Our topic this term has been ‘All about Me!’ 
and pupils have been immersed in all sorts of 
creative and motivating lessons learning more 
about themselves.  This topic was celebrated 
on our cross curricular day, back in 
November, where pupils spent the day taking 
part in special activities linked to this topic.  
Activities included a dance workshop, a meet 
and interact session with Shetland ponies, a 
dress up session with selfie photos taken in 
our own special photo booth as well as 
opportunities to be challenged to try new food, 
create our own large Key Stage handprint and 
meet a train expert.  The pupils had a 
fantastic day which they all gave feedback on 
and in our hall you can see some photos of 
the day and the handprint we created.  As part 
of our topic this term, some classes in the key 
stage have had the opportunity for each pupil 
to take home a special camera and take 
photographs to share with their class of things 
they have done at home or items that are 
important to them. 
 

For any parent who is interested in seeing 
photographs of this, there are some on 
display in our Sky and White class 
corridor. 
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Orange and Purple class visited Swings and Smiles soft play centre in Newbury and Pink, 
Purple and Green class have taken part in Christmas trips to Henry Street Garden Centre, 
Reading town centre and Winchester Market respectively to see Christmas lights and 
festivities.   
 
We’ve had lots of Christmas activities in the last two weeks for our pupils to take part in.  It 
was lovely to see so many of you for our Key Stage 2 play last Friday.  I hope you agree that 
the pupils and staff, led brilliantly by Jamie, performed gallantly in ‘Augustus and his Smile’.  
Then this week the pupils have enjoyed a performance of Dick Whittington the pantomime, 
Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas lunch, a trip to see Father Christmas in his grotto and 
our own key stage Christmas party.   
 
Next term we start our new topic, ‘Let’s make a Mess!’ which already sounds like it could be a 
lot of fun!  However before that we have the Christmas holidays.  So therefore I would like to 
take the opportunity to wish you and your families a very merry Christmas from all of the Key 
Stage 2 staff team and we look forward to welcoming pupils back on Wednesday 4th January. 
 
Pauline Snowdon, Head of Key Stage 2. 

 

Key Stage 3 has been very busy learning how to ‘Survive’ this term. Some classes have used 
the Jungle Book as inspiration, Palmer class have created a beautiful Jungle display in their 
classroom and Tarrant class have turned their classroom into an amazing woodland 
environment. Madejski, Sutton and Fletcher classes imagined a time machine going back to 
the past to think about how different civilisations have survived though history. Sutton class 
completed a very interesting Science experiment investigating ‘How the Romans wiped their 
bottoms before the invention of toilet paper!’  

This theme has provided lots of inspiration for our weekly Key Stage 3 ‘Showcase’; an 
opportunity to bring the whole Key Stage together to share and learn at the same time. 
Teachers have come up with some fabulous multisensory ideas, using amazing resources to 
ensure all pupils can engage in the themes and stories through touch, sounds, smells, tastes 
and visuals. It has also been brilliant to see some of our pupils being so supportive to other 
pupils in different classes. Some of the most memorable showcases have been the variation 
on the story of the 3 little pigs, some classes were set the challenge to build the strongest 
structure to survive the wind machine. (As we discovered, the story is correct and the brick 
house was most definitely the strongest!) Another week saw pupils learning about ‘The life of 
a Penguin’. We discovered that it is very difficult to carry an egg on your feet for any great 
distance! We also explored ‘What do you need to survive on a desert Island’…?  
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I’m very much looking forward to what innovative ideas staff will conjure up for the Showcases 
next term, for our new theme ‘In the Limelight’.  

We have also had a Cross Curricular Day which focused on British Wildlife and what we can do to 
help them survive. Some classes chose an animal to investigate and learn more about. They built 
bug hotels, made animal masks and made lots of bird food feeders to put outside. We also had a 
visit from ‘Owen’s Animals’ and some pupils went on a trip to a Butterfly Sanctuary.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also celebrated an RE activity morning, learning about the Jewish festival of Yom Kippur. 
One of our pupils was able to bring in his Kippah and Prayer Shawl to show in assembly and all 
the pupils thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Jewish Faith.  

Happy Christmas from all of the Key Stage 3 staff team. We look forward to welcoming pupils back 
in 2017. 
 
Angie Hunt and Kirsty Simmonds 
Heads of Key Stage 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Butterfly Farm  
Natasha holding a Tarantula. 
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Key Stage 4 have been working hard this past term on enterprise projects as part of our 
'Fundraising Super Heroes' to earn lots of money for Children in Need. In the weeks building up to 
the big day we had discussions and assemblies about our plans and put them together in class 
teams. 
 
On the day we had a whole range of different activities and experiences on offer so we could make 
the most money: 
 
- Teo opened a cartoon studio with portraits for sale 
- Mapledurham and Sulham classes made cakes throughout the week to sell at the Friday Cake 
Sale 
- Mapledurham class created a hand-made comic book and opened a comic book shop 
- Englefield class had a sponsored Xbox afternoon in their classroom 
- Yattendon class transformed their class into a cinema for the afternoon with popcorn and 
comfortable seats 
- Key Stage 4 and 6th Form helped to run a disco in the 6th Form hall with everyone in the school 
getting an invite throughout the day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All in all, the whole school raised over £400 this year 
for Children in Need which is a huge amount.  
 
Thank you all for giving generously and well done to 
Key Stage 4 - fundraising superheroes!  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the 
staff in the Key Stage 4 team.  
 
James Gearing 
Lead Teacher, Key Stage 4 
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As the Christmas holidays approach the staff and students of the 6th Form are coming to the end 

of a busy first term.  

Students have been involved in a range of offsite and on site activities designed to provide 

opportunities to equip themselves with the skills to maintain and display appropriate behaviour in 

all settings as well as acquiring, maintaining and applying independent living skills. Taking part in 

Town Training, shopping at the local shops and the supermarkets, attending the Reading College 

Links Courses, Earth Trust, Work Related Learning, visits to the garden centre, regular trips to and 

visits from the Willink 6th Form, PHAB Club, Cotswold Gym, swimming at Reading Central Pool, 

work based placements, visits to the local library, taking part in the Shakespeare Schools Festival 

at the Corn Exchange, football and basketball tournaments are just some of the things we have 

been doing. Running alongside our on-site lessons such as Food Technology, Enterprise, 

Computer Studies, Creative Arts, PE, Sports Leadership and the Duke of Edinburgh Award, 

Rebound Therapy, ASDAN (Life Skills), Pathways to Employment, Current Affairs and of course 

Numeracy and Literacy our young people continue to experience an extensive and comprehensive 

programme of studies.  

We are keen to support and challenge our students as they prepare for adulthood and life after 

school. I am pleased by their response and very optimistic and encouraged as more and more 

students are demonstrating that they are able to make informed decisions about their future; with 

several of them already securing part time employment as a stepping stone to finding full time 

work. 

Heather Class Students have been working on their journals this term. They have all really 
enjoyed making entries in their journals and personalising the covers. They have all taken 
ownership over the contents and they are the first thing that they choose when given free time to 
read or write.  The entries vary from documenting success, to celebrating work experience 
achievements.  There are also creative entries where students have designed their dream home or 
covered an image of their face with different shapes. These journals are a great reflection of the 
students and I hope they continue to enjoy adding more to them next term. 
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Ceri’s Class This has been a lovely term for our class. Two new students joined us this year and 
they have settled in well. We have worked on improving our independence skills both in the 
community and within school. Students have enjoyed making jam tarts and mince pies in our food 
tech lessons. We have been practising our communication skills using an app on our iPads and 
symbols to request the things we want.  Some students have been following a Town Training 
programme. We have enjoyed our weekly community visits and being out and about with our 
classmates. We have been taking part in weekly Rebound Therapy sessions and the students are 
becoming much more confident using the trampoline.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth’s Class This term we have been focusing on Heroes looking at Comic Book heroes as well 

as people in the community who help us. The students who have moved up are settling in well with 

the help of those who have been in 6th form. We have also enjoyed working on our independence 

skills going shopping and town training and creating delicious treats in Food Technology with 

Steph.  
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We have to say goodbye, thank you and good luck to Anna who has worked in Heather’s class 

and for others in the department. Anna is returning to Poland where she will be starting her own 

business. Anna has been a valued member of our team and we shall all miss her. 

The 6th Form is its usual hive of activity as we prepare for the Christmas festivities. 

Classrooms will be decorated, Christmas lunch will be planned and prepared and of course eaten, 

trips to the cinema and bowling will be enjoyed by all and there will be a Secondary Christmas 

Disco before our final assembly and eventual start of the Christmas holidays. We will all be 

exhausted but will do the same again next year.  

On behalf of the staff and students in the 6th Form I wish you all a ‘Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year’. 

Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form 
 

 
Our 3rd annual joint conference with Talentino! was held on 
8th November at the Hilton Hotel in Reading. This year, 
Leonard Cheshire Disability was involved as they are a 
partner with Talentino!. 
 
James, one of our 6th Form students, opened the 
conference and spoke eloquently about the right of young 
people with learning difficulties to have paid employment 
and effective careers education. 
 
Over the last year, Brookfields School and Talentino! have 
continued to influence not only local practice and policy but 
also national policy and practice. This has been achieved 
through our joint work and the publication of articles, news 
items on the BBC, as well as briefing papers for the 
Department for Education and other leading organisations 
supporting Careers Education. 

 
The theme of the conference was based on our briefing paper, ‘Same and Different’, jointly written 
by Talentino! and Brookfields School. For this year’s conference, which was the largest yet, we 
welcomed Leonard Cheshire Disability Charity as a partner. 
 
The conference was incredibly well attended and received by nearly 70 delegates from across 
England, ranging from special school leaders, teachers and practitioners, Virtual Schools, the 
Chief Executives from leading national careers organisations and charities, observers from the 
DfE, all of whom wanted to share their experiences and learn more about effective Careers 
Education for young people with learning difficulties and additional needs. 
 
Ryan Gibson, Leader of the National Gatsby Project, spoke about the national pilot looking at the 
Gatsby Foundation Framework. Ryan shared his research and examples of how mainstream and 
special schools are using the 8 Gatsby Bench Marks to audit their Careers Education provision to 
ensure that it is robust and meaningful for their learners. Dave Barker from the National Valuing 
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Family Forum spoke from personal experience as a family member about the importance of 
working in partnership to support young people into sustained paid employment.  
 
Julie Grant, Brookfields School’s Employer Engagement 
Manager, gave an insight in to how she has managed to 
sign up over 60 small, medium and large businesses to be 
part of the schools Pathway to Employment programme. 
 
The highlight of the conference was the inspirational 
young people of Brookfields School who talked about their 
work experience placements and why it is so important 
that they are given a chance to learn and practice the 
skills, knowledge and understanding so that they gain 
fulltime paid employment. Well done and thank you to 
Cameron, Paige, James and Samuel. 
 
With so many inspiring people in the room who are using Careers at Every Level, the Careers 
Education programme Brookfields School and Talentino! have developed together, this was a 
golden opportunity to network and share good practice with each other, which we did through the 
‘Market Place’. New ideas and initiatives were shared and new partnerships developed, building 
upon the amazing practice of the 34 schools Careers at Every Level is now used in. 
 
The afternoon saw delegates choose 3 workshops to attend from 9. These ranged from ‘Careers 
Awards and your school’ led by Jan Ellis (Chief Executive from Careers Development Institute); 
‘19 to 25 Provision’ led by Barry Currell from The Catcote Academy; ‘Careers Quality Mark in 
Special Schools’ led by Steve Stuart (CEO of Careers England). Other workshops focused on 
Supported Internships; Creating a whole school career development strategy; STEM Employability 
Skills for Key Stage 3 using enterprise; Enterprise Case Study; Job Coaching; and Tracking 
Independent and Life Skills. 
 
As a result of the work which took place Talentino! and Brookfields School will be presenting an 
open letter to Minister Halfon, Minister of State at the Department for Education responsible for 
careers education in schools. It will highlight the solutions everyone at the conference believe 
need to be put in place locally and centrally to remove to the barriers preventing young people with 
learning difficulties receiving equitable high quality access to careers education, work experience, 
job opportunities and sustained employment. By working in partnership, we will be able to 
influence cultural change, make a difference and change the life outcomes for young people with 
learning difficulties and their families. 
 
Our Pathway to Employment team continues to support Brookfields students into the world of work 

and have been busy this term supporting 16 students in various Work Based Placements.  We 

have also placed students with two new employers this term; the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Reading 

and the Village Florist, Tilehurst. We have had positive feedback from the following employees and 

we hope to place students with them in the near future; M&S, Budgens and Asda. 

The following students showed a real aptitude and enthusiasm during their placements and were 

awarded employee of the month. September – Charlie (The Link), October – Cameron (Crown 
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Plaza) and November – Luke (Flint House). We are delighted to confirm that two students from our 

6th Form secured part-time jobs. Emma with Sainsbury’s and Ray with PC World.   

Julie Grant (Employee Engagement Manager) and Maurice George (Assistant Headteacher) 

recently attended a BASE (British Association of Supported Employment) conference in 

Manchester. Brookfields School is held in high regard nationally for its innovative careers 

programme and the conference allowed us to share the work we do on a national platform and to 

make vital contacts with supported employers and other schools and organisations supporting 

young people with learning difficulties into work. 

Lucy Bellman, our Work Experience Co-ordinator, has successfully completed her supported 

employment techniques training (BASE). This will impact positively on the interactions and job 

coaching she does with the students she supports on work placements. 

Next term will see us holding our Careers Week (6th – 10th February 2017) for pupils in Key Stage 
4 and 6th Form.  During the week we have a variety of activities and experiences planned to help 
develop a range of employability skills in our students.  We have created a bespoke programme 
for each student based on their individual needs and future employment aspirations.  When in the 
classroom students will spend time updating their CVs, researching jobs and reflecting and 
consolidating work they have already done during the week.  
 
We are always on the lookout for new businesses to partner with us.  If you or someone you know 
would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment Partner’ and supporting our students 
with new skills development or work based placements then please do get in touch. 
(Julie Grant 0118 9421382 or jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk ) 
 
If you would like to know more, follow us on:- 

  
twitter @pathwaytoemploy or @TalentinoCareer or look for #sameandifferent  
 

 
You can also find out more about our work on www.talentinocareers.co.uk or 
www.brookfieldsschool.org  
 
The Pathways to Employment Team 
 

This September we welcomed 10 new students onto the 2016 to 2017 
Project SEARCH programme, all of whom will be spending their year 
learning working skills at the Royal Berkshire Hospital as they transition 
from education into the world of work.  

William and Daniel from Brookfields School joined the programme, 
along with eight students from Reading College. After completing a fun-
filled induction week the students were ready to head out to their first 
placements where they will work alongside their RBH colleagues until 

Christmas doing real jobs in a range of departments.  

mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
http://www.talentinocareers.co.uk/
http://www.brookfieldsschool.org/
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The first term placements include Emmer Green Ward, X-ray portering, A & E, Huntley and Palmer 
Wards and the Medical Records Library. As well as starting work and beginning their qualification 
coursework, the students and Project SEARCH team have also been involved in other events at 
the hospital. Daniel and Alana were invited to have a tour of the Hospital Radio Station. They had 
the chance to visit the studio as well as a meet and greet with Gerard Rocks and the team of 
volunteers that help keep the radio on air. Alana was lucky enough to be able to sit in during a live 
recording of Eastenders actress Nadia Wadia. The duo will be heading back to interview Gerard 
about his role at the station and they have been given the opportunity to announce some tunes live 
on air!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October we were approached by NHS England who were keen for one of our students to take 
part in a short film explaining the importance of young people with learning disabilities to get the flu 
jab this winter. Camilla bravely agreed to be filmed receiving her injection which has been used to 
promote the national flu campaign. The video can be accessed via our Facebook and Twitter 
pages. 

Twitter@psearchRBH        Facebook Project SEARCH Royal Berkshire Hospital  

On Friday 11th November, we were invited to give a small presentation at the Partnership 
Standing Conference held at the hospital. It was a real chance to showcase the work we do, the 
positive impact Project SEARCH has had across the Trust and celebrate the success of the 15 
graduates now employed at the hospital. Brookfields alumni Matt delivered a fantastic speech 
about his experience of Project SEARCH, the impact it has had on his life and as a paid employee 
at the Trust. Camilla also supported the team by talking about her first term at Project SEARCH 
and sharing her desire to secure paid employment.  

Finally, each year the students think of a project that they would like to work on that supports an 
area of the hospital. This year the students have decided they want to raise money for the 
Children’s Clinic. This is to give the clinic much needed money to buy new toys and games for the 
waiting area. After a brainstorming session some of the fundraising activities include; guess the 
number of sweets in a jar, lucky dip and guess the weight of the cake. We’ll update you on how 
much money they manage to raise in the next newsletter!  

Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor 
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As many of you may know we recently had our annual Christmas Bazaar, on Saturday 3rd 
December. This was a fantastic success and the final total raised by the PTA sits at slightly under 
£2,000. Every child in the school directly benefits from this event with each class receiving £5 to 
spend on each of their students (this is over £1,100 in total across the school!). This money goes 
towards offsetting the costs of class Christmas trips, end of term parties, Santa presents and many 
other activities. All remaining funds are retained by the PTA for future use throughout the year. 
 
We would like to say a big THANK YOU to the dozens of people (staff, parents and also students) 
who helped with organising and running the event or providing donations for it. All the help we 
receive is greatly appreciated and is the only reason we can run the Bazaar each year!  
 
Separate to the Christmas Bazaar, the PTA has also provided £700 this term to support The 
Forest School project in Early Years / Key Stage 2 - a fantastic project that hopefully many will 
benefit from. We will keep you updated on future use of PTA funds. 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you at 
more PTA events in the future.  

Thank you all again! 
 
Lorraine White (Chairperson) and Craig McKay (Treasurer) 

We are currently trying to raise money to support the redevelopment of our sensory room.  The 

current room is 15 years old and would really benefit from updated equipment and a more 

contemporary environment.  The pictures below show the current room and our plans for the 

updated room: 

 

 

 

The great news is that we have been awarded a grant by the Greenham Common Trust of £4300 
and they have also offered to match any funding we raise up to £5000. This means that a £10 
donation is worth £20 to us. If you or any of your friends and family would be able to help with a 
donation it would be a huge help and would allow us to make the most of matched funding 
opportunity.  The link is: https://thegoodexchange.com/project/11325/brookfields-school-
association/new-multisensory-room-for-brookfields-school 
Alternatively if you go into the good exchange website and enter Brookfields School you will be 

taken to the donation page. 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to email or call Charlotte Wilshire, Fundraiser. 

Tel: 0118 942 1382    Email: cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk    Thank you! 

https://thegoodexchange.com/project/11325/brookfields-school-association/new-multisensory-room-for-brookfields-school
https://thegoodexchange.com/project/11325/brookfields-school-association/new-multisensory-room-for-brookfields-school
mailto:cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk


14 

 

 
 
RDA has welcomed lots of new riders this term. Well done to 

James, Harvey, Amelia and Kiera who have all had a brilliant 

start to riding. As well as the weekly RDA lessons, on the 8th 

December we had the RDA Christmas Party where (as per 

tradition) every rider had a Christmas themed hat. Thank you to 

all the volunteers at RDA who make our lessons so enjoyable 

every week.  We look forward to the New Year and learning 

lots of new skills. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

From Kerrie Byers and the RDA team.  
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After School Club has welcomed some new children/young people this 

term who are all settling in well and enjoying the activities. 

After School Club is for Brookfields School pupils aged 5-19 years. 

We hold a waiting list so please contact me if you wish to add your 

child’s name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A plea - if any of you are updating any games/consoles or accessories over Christmas e.g. Xbox 

360, Wii games, Playstation 3 and wish to donate anything to the After School Club these would 

be gratefully received. Thank you! 

The last day of Club will be Thursday 15th December and we will be open again on the first day 

back after the holiday, Wednesday 4th January 2017. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Gill Cleaver      Tracey Haskell 

Extended Services Manager  After School Club Deputy Manager 
  

We welcomed new members to our School Council this year: 
 
The Brookfields School Council has been busy this term meeting to talk about a wide range of 
issues across the school. 
 
Well done to all School Council members for coming to the meetings and telling everyone the 
things that are important to your class! 
 
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head 
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From FIFA tournaments, fish and chip nights, swimming and visits from the SPLAT team; Youth 

Club has had another busy term. New members have joined since September and we look forward 

to more joining in the New Year. 

To celebrate the end of term we had our annual Christmas trip to McDonalds where we were all 

“lovin’ it”.  

We would also like to say a huge thank you to Pam, Rhona and Shirley for making and helping 

decorate Christmas cakes for the whole club.  

Unfortunately Youth Club is losing a valued member of staff, Anna, who is returning to Poland at 

Christmas. We all want to wish you the best of luck with your new adventure and we will miss you 

loads! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year everyone! 

From Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson and all the Youth Club team. 

In November we held an Autism Awareness Week. It was a busy 

programme of activities, many of them planned by the older 

pupils. You will have seen us wearing purple wristbands, purple 

being the colour for Autism Awareness.  

The students in year 9 and above learnt, more about what autism is and researched famous 

people who have autism. There were many social activities such as making friendship bands, baby 

picture completion and baking and selling cakes. The Friday afternoon event was for neighbours, 

SENCos from the local schools and other interested people, a great opportunity to engage with the 

wider community and increase understanding. 

There are many clubs and activities in the community for our students and we have compiled a list 

which is now on our website in Community/Useful Resources/Useful Links/Local Support Service 

for people with Autism. You can also speak to Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, she will as 

always help to facilitate social inclusion. 

The school now has four ELSAs, Emotional Literacy Support Assistants, attached to Secondary 

and 6th form. They have a valued role in supporting the students to help them understand and 

manage their emotions as they are growing up and maturing. This term the SIBS course was 

again run successfully for some of the siblings. 
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I am coming to the end of my time as Head of the ABSS as I will be retiring at Christmas. I want to 

take this opportunity to thank everyone at Brookfields School – pupils, staff and parents alike, for a 

fantastic time at the school; it has been an honour and a privilege to be part of this amazing 

school. 

Merete Hawkins 

Head of ABSS 

Ashley Stephens, Family Support Worker  0759 442 1908 

Ashley is on call for advice and support throughout the holiday. Please feel you can contact Ashley 
to discuss any concerns and perhaps arrange a home visit. However, if your child is displaying 
seriously challenging behaviours and someone is at risk, you must contact the police. You can call 
999 in an emergency, or dial 101, on that number you will talk to the police directly. They will 
discuss with you the best course of action.   

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker 0796 440 5885 

Many of you will already know Marnie well; her role at the school is to work with families at home 
to implement programmes that are devised and planned with you. Marnie works flexi time so she 
can be available to visit after school and in the holidays. Marnie will respond to calls and 
messages within her flexible working hours; this means she may not return calls immediately but 
she will respond the following day when she is back at work. Marnie will be working some of the 
time over the Christmas break, so do make arrangements if you need her support. 
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