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This term, as all other terms, has been very busy indeed. It’s a lovely time of year when the 
weather starts to warm up, the days become longer and the leaves start to appear on the trees. 
There has been a real energy in the school as the pupils and staff have embarked on some great 
learning opportunitues, many of which you will have read about on the schools website and will 
find in this newsletter. 
 
We were very sad to learn of the untimely passing of one of our previous members of staff, Ruth 
Tucker. Ruth had worked at the school for 32 years before retiring in 2013. Ruth had many 
friends at the school and had a positive impact on all the pupils she taught over the years as well 
as her colleagues at the school. Our thoughts are with Ruth’s family and friends at this time. 
 
One of the many highlights of the term was the Secondary School’s production of ‘The Three 
Wishes’, based on the tale of Aladdin. Those of you who were lucky enough to see the production 
had a real treat! All those involved in making the production such a success, whether performing 
on stage, appearing in the film introduction, back stage, making costumes, in the choir or in the 
band contributed to making this production the success that it was. There were very proud family 
members and staff, who shared the wonderful enthusiam with which all the pupils performed. 
Students made a range of souvenir items which were on sale and in addition to the very kind 
donations we received we raised £636.41p which will go towards future productions. Many thanks 
to everyone involved in making the production such a success! (See photo below and Page 5 for 
some more photos of the production). 
 
Some of you will know that Kate Dimbley who ran our Specialist Inclusion Support Service (SISS) 
left us at the end of last academic year. In Kate’s absence, the service has continued to run 
through the support of Sarah Strudley (Assistant Head), for which we are very grateful. I am 
pleased to announce that as from September 2017, the service will be run by Lisa Neal who is 
one of our Key Stage 2 teachers. As well as running SISS, Lisa will continue to teach. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 20 
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The Spring Term has been as busy as ever in 

Early Years. One of the highlights around this 

time each year is the pancake race and as 

ever, we all joined in racing across Field 

House Hall. Of course, there was also the 

opportunity to make and try the pancakes 

afterwards, with everyone enjoying different 

toppings; Red Class loved the banana / syrup 

combination in particular!  

 

We have continued to engage in Forest 

School this term. All pupils have enjoyed 

walking down to Pikeshaw Copse and 

exploring the changing environment; leaves 

growing, flowers showing and hot chocolate 

pouring! 

 

Happy Easter and we look forward to 
welcoming all the pupils back to school on 
Tuesday 25th April.  

The Early Years Team 
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The Spring Term has literally whizzed by in Key 
Stage 2 and all classes have been very busy working 
on our topic ‘Let’s Make a Mess’. Every class took 
part in a Creative Arts day in February, where some 
really fun, creative activities were planned all to do 
with exploring and making mess. Pupils saw some 
messy science experiments, made tie-die T-shirts, 
plunged their hands and feet into all kinds of different 
items such as baked beans, goo and foam, created 
some marbling pictures and had great fun taking part 
in a very messy colour run with real powder paint; by 
the end of the day the Key Stage and playground 
looked like a large rainbow! We must say a big thank 
you to all parents for dealing with messy children 
when they got home from school.  

We’ve just finished organising a very successful Comic Relief Red Nose fundraising day for the 
whole school. White Class did a great job selling lots and lots of red noses all around the school; in 
fact they did such a good job that we sold out of them! Purple Class ran a cake sale which a lot of 
parents, staff and pupils helped to support with some fantastic baked goods. Orange Class ran a 
primary disco and all the other classes made fundraising games and activities that pupils could 
pay a small amount to take part in, such as ‘pinning the red nose on the clown.’  

Individual classes have their own special news:  
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Pink Class welcomed their new Teaching Assistant, Tanya. Pupils visited Bucklebury Farm, 
Sulham Woods and Reading Buses. Pupils, Emma and John, represented the school in our first 
Swimming Gala, Brookswim, which was organised by our Sports Leadership students.  

Orange Class has really enjoyed having Mia, a Newbury College Student, join them each week 
on work experience. They have visited Beale Park.Destiny from our class represented the school 
in the Swimming Gala.  

Purple Class have loved going to Drama lessons in the Secondary school and have embraced 
our Messy Topic with lots of exploratory play. They have welcomed two new members of staff, Mel 
and Abi, both working as Interveners.  

Green Class travelled all the way to London to visit the Science Museum, they also enjoyed a trip 
to Atom Trampoline Park and Dinton Pastures.  

Indigo Class have welcomed Sue to their class as a temporary Teaching Assistant, they have had 
trips to Taplow Adventure Playground and Atom Trampoline Park. The hole in their digging pit has 
grown even bigger and they are almost through to Australia!  

White Class have been very busy with various jobs around the Key Stage, including helping to 
organise parts of Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day. They have also taken part in a series of tennis 
lessons at Bradfield College.  

Sky Class have also taken part in tennis lessons at Bradfield College and have been to Taplow 
Adventure Playground as well doing some great pottery painting in Thatcham.  

As this term draws to a close we are already making plans for the summer. Jamie and her team 
are busy planning the Year 6 overnight residential to Thirtover Place in June. We are currently 
developing our third Creative Arts Day also for June, where we will celebrate our new topic, ‘Surf, 
Sea and Sail’, and as the weather continues to improve we are looking forward to more outside 
learning, exciting class trips and Primary Sports Day.  

We wish you all a Happy Easter and look forward to welcoming all the pupils back to school on 
Tuesday 25th April.  

Pauline Snowdon, Head of Key Stage 2 
 

The Key Stage 3 topic this term has been ‘Aladdin’ and many of our students have been involved 
in our secondary school production ‘The Three Wishes’ based on the story of ‘Aladdin’. We hope 
you were able to come and enjoy the show. Congratulations to our students and members of staff 
who worked incredibly hard to make it such a success. Huge thanks go to our Creative Arts Team; 
Miss Wallace-Jones, Miss Olbrecht, Mr Hine and Mr Gillespie. Thank you also to the talented 
seamstresses, Mrs Cummings and Mrs Davies, for making the fantastic costumes, to the band 
members and to all the other staff, volunteers and students who helped with the production. 

 
Kirsty Simmonds / Angie Hunt, Heads of Key Stage 3 
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Some of the 
fabulous 
Aladdin 

costumes 
  



6 

 

 

This term in Key Stage 4 we have been looking to our futures and possible employment options 
with our ‘9 to 5’ topic. With work placements and work-related learning experiences at Newbury 
Rugby Club, Englefield Garden Centre, Rushall Farm and Pizza Express, we have been finding 
jobs we enjoy doing, jobs we are good at, and looking at what career we might like to focus on in 
the future.  

Independence skills are still high on our agenda and Mapledurham and Sulham classes have been  
using the washing machine and dishwasher in the Key Stage 4 kitchen, as well as using different 
kitchen tools to create simple meals such as pitta pizzas, soups and smoothies.  

Mapledurham Class have been talking a lot about jobs this term. We 
have been looking at the different types of jobs people can do, and 
organising them into common groups; catering, cleaning, office work, 
outside work etc. We have been trying to come up with realistic 
expectations for future jobs by looking at the things we are good at, 
and the things we enjoy doing. We have also had lots of fun playing 
‘Guess My Job’ giving each other clues and asking each other 
questions to practice our communication and listening.  

Our literacy focus has been ‘The Famous Five’ and we’ve enjoyed 
exploring props and conversation starters relating to the story. We are 
using Minecraft, as an imaginative tool, with a group of students who 
are working hard on creating a ‘shipwreck island’ in the game which 
we can then have an interactive tour of when it is completed.  

Numeracy focus continues to be money, with more opportunities to 
work on the exchange process in Town Training and ‘Supermarket 
Skills’ on a twice weekly basis. Everything is going well at the moment 
but we are awaiting the arrival of the new £1 coin to scupper all our 
hard work!  

Yattendon Class has been very busy. Several pupils had starring roles in the production of 'The 
Three Wishes' and others worked hard in supporting roles, making scenery and helping with 
behind the scenes activities.  

Two pupils have been developing their independent travel skills, taking the bus into town and back 
and several pupils have been preparing for their Functional English examination, taking mock 
papers in Reading and Writing last week.  

Sulham Class go to Earth Trust each week to learn countryside skills. This Spring they have been 
making fences by weaving willow, planting trees, feeding the chickens and helping to look after the 
sheep during lambing. Earth Trust have made a promotional video of the work they do featuring 
members of Sulham class:-  

http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/SupportUs/Giving/changingfutures.aspx 
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Students at Earth Trust 

Englefield Class have been spending 
time at Rushall Farm, completing work-
related activities and learning about the 
countryside. The class work with other 
students from The Castle School, 
Newbury and the days out are a great 
opportunity to develop social skills with 
new people and spend some much-
needed time outside, away from the 
modern world!  

Englefield are also very proud of a few members of their class who have starring roles in the 
Brookfields production of ‘The Three Wishes’.  

We wish you all a Happy Easter and look forward to welcoming all the students back to school on 
Tuesday 25th April. 
 
James Gearing, Lead Teacher, Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team 

As the year moves swiftly on, the 6th Form continues to be a hive of activity.  

Careers Week in February brought the usual plethora of visits to and from 
local businesses as well as some very creative and exciting projects 
including glass painting, tile painting and upcycling.  

Potential candidates for Project SEARCH submitted their applications and attended an 
Assessment Centre to join a one-year work based internship at The Royal Berkshire Hospital, 
starting in September. The Pathways to Employment Team have been busy organising work 
placements both in school and at local businesses, in order to provide our young people with real 
opportunities to practise and develop the skills they have acquired in the classroom in a real life 
situation.  
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Throughout the weeks various groups have been out and about taking part in activities such as; 
countryside crafts at Earth Trust, work skills at Newbury Rugby Club, learning how to travel 
independently, shopping at the supermarket, college links courses, visiting the local community 
centre and gym as well as playing basketball at Denefield School and meeting with 6th Formers 
from The Willink School in order to develop confidence and social skills. Brookfeast continues to 
provide opportunities for our students to acquire excellent work skills, including working with others 
and following instructions whilst producing delicious lunches for the very grateful staff.   

The CoPE (Certificate of Personal Effectiveness) group organised events for Comic Relief, which 
caused much hilarity and mayhem as staff were drenched with wet sponges, took part in quizzes 
that had “evil forfeits” and a Mad Hatters Tea Party…all in the name of good causes.  

Students have also been making planted baskets/containers to sell to staff in 
order to raise money for their prom on 30th June. These proved very popular 
with orders far exceeding expectations.  

Ceri’s / Helen’s Class.  
 
This term we have been working on our independent living skills such as 
making our own toast, toasted sandwiches, scrambled eggs on toast and 
baking cupcakes too! We have been continuing to practice our washing up and 
drying skills. We have been working on our road safety, walking to our local 
shops and finding items on our shopping list.  
 
Every Wednesday we have been active in the local community using Tilehurst 
Community Centre, having lunch there and visiting the local shops in the area. 
Some students have been Town Training, using the local bus service to travel 
into Reading Town Centre, finding items on their shopping list and visiting 
different cafes, developing their communication skills. We have also completed 
a Community Art project, which is now hanging in the 6th Form corridor. 
 
Students have continued to enjoy rebound, sensory room visits as well as our sensory exploration 
lessons where students have had fun exploring different textures: slush, corn flour, flour, sand and 
water based activities. All students have had fun and are working well towards their independent 
skills.   
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The ASDAN CoPE group took up the challenge 
of organising events for the 6th Form to raise 
money for Comic Relief.   
 

The team had a group brainstorming session to come up with some 
ideas for fun activities for Red Nose Day.  The theme was most 
definitely to make people laugh and cause ultimate humiliation and 
embarrassment to the staff!   
 
Activities included a ‘Staff and Students Quiz’ with a difference – 
students would be asked a question and if they got the answer 
wrong then the staff would suffer by doing a forfeit. Staff were 
subjected to forfeits ranging from eating raw onions and chillis to 
having a facemask applied from a blindfolded team-mate. 
   
As well as this, staff also nominated themselves to be “drenched”.  For a 
mere 20p the students were able to throw soaking wet sponges at the staff 
and absolutely no mercy was shown!  Some staff opted for the safe 
poncho option, whereas other more hardened characters went for the full 
drench effect. 
 
Students also got to attend a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party and some of the 
students made their own hats.  Lots of party food, drinks, music and fun 
was had by all! The 6th Form raised £37.00 for Comic Relief and the 
afternoon was a great success.     
 
Beth’s Class 

During Careers Week we were really lucky and were visited by two PAT (Pets As Therapy) Dogs. 
We had a lovely time learning how to look after the dogs; keeping them clean and tidy and taking 
them for a walk in the park.  

We also visited Pizza Express in Henley and learnt how to make pizzas. This was really exciting 
as we learnt how a kitchen works and were given a tour round the restaurant. We all got to make 
our own pizza and really enjoyed eating them!   

We also made Valentines Cards and cakes, to sell at the Enterprise Fair. We were really proud as 
we made the most money out of all the classes!  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi91pez7p7SAhUCrRoKHa3TALAQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comic_Relief&bvm=bv.147448319,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFIVZRpDQS9bPDn5Lm9ybK_U5DHWg&ust=1487686532708653
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Roz’s/Shelley’s Class and Sandy’s Class 

Students from these two 6th Form classes joined together to work on a theatre project. They 
formed their own theatre company and chose the roles they wanted to take, be that actor, director, 
photographer, producer, programme designer or usher. 

The students developed ideas for a play that would fit into Careers Week, with the final product 
turning out to be two mini plays. ‘A Right Royal Disaster’ showed what happens when you don’t 
prepare properly for a job interview, with the result that our hopeful applicant turned up for his 
interview at The Royal Hotel still wearing his pyjama bottoms, having rushed his morning routine! 
In the re-wound version ‘A Right Royal Success’, our student got the job, having prepared fully and 
having remembered his trousers! 

The play was performed in front of invited local business people, the Chair of Governors and the 
Mayor and all present agreed that the students had excelled themselves. They certainly were 
fantastic ambassadors for the school. 

As part of this project, the students visited The Watermill Theatre in Newbury, and were given a 
guided tour. The excellent work being done by the Way to Work team means this is now another 
promising link with the business community for potential work experience visits. 

Finally - as this term draws to a close the 6th Form students can look forward to a busy summer 
term ahead; completing work for their portfolios,  compiling CVs and Vocational Profiles / Pupils 
Passports, taking part in work based placements, preparing for examinations and of course the fun 
stuff end of term trips, Rock Assembly,  residentials and the prom. I hope that the predicted 
“hottest Easter on record” is not simply ‘fake news’ and that you enjoy a peaceful and sunny 
Spring break. 

Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form Team. 

  

It’s been a busy term here at Project SEARCH as the students took on new roles for their second 
rotations here at The Royal Berkshire Hospital. The students are working in a variety of 
departments across the Trust including A+E, Elderly Care, Radiotherapy, Portering, Post Room, 
Patient Experience and The Berkshire Cancer Centre.  

We also have a new placement underway with the Cardiology Admin Team who are doing a 
fantastic job of supporting Alana to learn new skills, gain confidence and to work independently. 
Brookfields student, William, has been hard at work in the post room since January 2017. William 
has mastered organising the mail into the correct pigeon holes, using the 
franking machine accurately and delivering the post to departments 
throughout the Hospital. William has integrated well with the post room 
team – especially with their mutual love for Reading football club!  

After the Easter holidays the students will begin work in their third and final 
departments. They will graduate from the project in July and we are once 
again incredibly lucky to have The Crowne Plaza Hotel to host our 
graduation ceremony for free.  
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The Project SEARCH team and the students were very 
excited to receive a visit from the new Chief Executive 
Officer, Steve McManus. Steve, along with Peter 
Sandham, our Business Liaison Manager, came to the 
base room to meet the students and hear about their 
experiences during their time on the Project.  

The CEO also welcomed questions from the students who are now putting together an article for 
the Project SEARCH Spring newsletter. It was lovely for us all to spend time with the CEO and we 
are hoping that he will be involved with Project SEARCH in the future.  

Finally, as the second term comes to an end it can only mean one thing… Assessment Day for the 
6th cohort of Project SEARCH students. This year the assessments were held at the Hospital on 
29th March and it was fantastic to meet the young people looking to join the Project in September. 
We wish them all the best of luck!!  

From all of us here at Project SEARCH – have a lovely Easter break before all the hard work starts 
again next term.  

Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor 

 

Since January 2017, 12 students from Key Stage 4 and 6th Form have completed their work based 
placements in 6 different businesses. The placements allow the students to enhance what they 
have been learning in their Way2Work lessons in various settings, developing their skills, self -
confidence and experience. The varied work based placements help to provide the students with a 
meaningful insight into the types of jobs that are available. The students have gained experience 
so far this year in Retail, Hospitality, Catering and Housekeeping. 
 
Our partnerships with local businesses have continued to develop and grow. We are in the 
process of arranging new placements with Budgens, The Watermill Theatre, The Village Florist, 
The Gym, Total Communication and Springfield Primary School. We are really grateful for the 
continuing support of these organisations that are making a real difference to the future lives of our 
students. 

Employee of the Month 
     January 2017 - Daniel M            February 2017 - Cameron H 
 

  

 

 

 

 

“Daniel has been 

professional and totally 

committed to his work 

experience placement at 

Flint House. Daniel has 

shown enthusiasm and 

followed instructions 

competently, continuing to 

build on his work skills.” 

Manager, Flint House 

 

“Cameron has always 

wanted to work at 

McDonalds and has 

approached his work 

placement with a great 

deal of enthusiasm and 

professionalism, 

completing each task 

with a smile.” Manager, 

McDonalds 
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Careers Week (6th –10th February 2017) for pupils in Key Stage 4 and 6th Form.  

In February this year we ran a 'Careers Week' where the students took part 
in various assemblies, activities, visits to local employers and workshops - 
they also had an interview for their chosen job. We invited many of the 
employers from our network into school to help us celebrate the 
achievements of our students, in developing skills to enter the world of work. 
Rachel Wardell (Corporate Director, West Berkshire) joined the students and 

employers at an ‘Afternoon Tea’ to celebrate the amazing 
achievements of our students as they develop their work 
based skills.  The students also displayed products created 
during the enterprise workshops. The employers then had 
an opportunity to buy some of the products! 

 

Our final day ended with a large workshop entitled ‘Guess My Job’, in 
which our guests were quizzed by the students in order to work out 
what their job was. The guests brought along 5 visual clues with them 
to assist the students. At the end of the session they gave a brief talk 
about their job explaining what it entails. 

 
We had really positive feedback from both our students and staff who found the week really 
valuable and we hope to make it even better next year.  
 
We would like to thank all the local businesses for supporting Careers Week and making it such a 
success:-  
 

Alison Taylor, Aromatherapist www.aromaticus.co.uk 
BSS Beeney Security Services  www.facebook.com/pages/Beeney-Security-Services 
Lisa Allen, The Doggy Hotel http://lisay1985.wixsite.com/thedoggyhotel 
Freddie Grant, Sports Coach        www.ignitesportuk.com 

 
We are always on the lookout for new businesses to partner with us. If you or someone you know 
would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment Partner’ and supporting our students 
with new skills development or work based placements then please do get in touch.  
Julie Grant 0118 9421382 or jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  
 
If you would like to know more, please follow us on:-  
twitter@pathwaytoemploy     or     twitter@TalentinoCareer  
You can also find out more about our work on www.talentinocareers.co.uk or 
www.brookfieldsschool.org 
We are also looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our 
students when they undertake their work based learning experiences. We will provide training for 
you as well as extended DBS checks which are essential for safeguarding purposes. 
If you feel you may be able to offer one morning/afternoon a week please contact us on:  

jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk     or      lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

Happy Easter everyone! 

The Pathways to Employment Team 

http://www.aromaticus.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Beeney-Security-Services
http://lisay1985.wixsite.com/thedoggyhotel
http://www.ignitesportuk.com/
mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk


13 

 

The Brookfields School Council has been busy this term meeting to talk about a wide range of 
issues across the school. Well done to all School Council members for coming to the meetings 
and telling everyone the things that are important to your class! Please check out the school 
website for minutes of these meetings. 
 
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head 

Youth Club has been fantastic this term! We’ve had our annual Valentines Disco, swimming 
nights, a St. Patrick’s Day games night and a pancake night (which ended up in a rather large food 
fight!), as well as our normal weekly activities.  
 

At Youth Club, on 23rd March, the 
evening before ‘Red Nose Day’ Darren 
(Brookfields’ Caretaker) undertook a 
radical make over where he had his 
hair shaved off to raise funds for 
Comic Relief! All the Youth Club 
members had the opportunity to help 
give Darren the chop which they 
thought was hilarious. Youth Club 
raised an impressive £155.73 towards 

Comic Relief.  

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you Darren for being our victim! 
Thank you for all your support and Happy Easter 

 
from Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson and all the Youth Club team.  

 

Please note that our last session this term will be on 6th April and we re-open on Tuesday 25th 
April 2017.  

from Gill Cleaver, Tracy Haskell and all the After School Club staff. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi91pez7p7SAhUCrRoKHa3TALAQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comic_Relief&bvm=bv.147448319,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFIVZRpDQS9bPDn5Lm9ybK_U5DHWg&ust=1487686532708653
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The RDA group has had another very successful term, with all the pupils 
working extremely hard developing their skills. 

This term we have welcomed two new riders, Casie and Jack, who have 
had a brilliant start to horse riding. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the riders for all their hard work this term! 

from Kerrie Byers and all the team at the RDA 

 
 

 

 
The Duke of Edinburgh group have been very busy preparing for their 
expeditions and completing work towards their award sections. On 24th February 
the DofE team sold Bacon Sandwiches to all the staff and raised £111. The DofE 
students decided that they would like to design their own personalised DofE  
T-shirts and have used the raised funds to buy their new tops! 
 
Jamie Bonewell, DofE Co-ordinator 
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Advice and support from 
Brookfields staff during the  

Easter Holiday 
 

Ashley Stevens 

Family Support Worker 

0759 4421 908 

 

Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 

0796 4405 885 
 

ABSS 07553 951 235 
Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 

 

The Brookfields Blast Off Holiday club is the place to be this Easter with trips to 
Camp Mohawk, Butterfly Farm, Aquadrome, Showcase 
Cinema, Bowling and McDonalds, in addition to daily 
onsite activities.  

We look forward to seeing some of you there!  

Our 24 hour swim-a-thon is back from 1pm on Saturday 29th April to 1pm on Sunday 30th 
April. Every year staff take part in the swim-a-thon to raise money for the pupils to go on trips 

during the Brookfields Summer Blast Off Holiday Club.  

You’re welcome to come down to the pool to cheer us on but don’t forget to bring 
your swim suits!  

from Gill Cleaver, Kerrie Byers and all the Holiday Club staff. 

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker 

Many of you will already know Marnie, her 
role at the school is to work with families at 
home to implement programmes that are 
devised and planned with you. Marnie can 
be available to visit after school and in the 
holidays. Marnie will respond to calls and 
messages within her flexible working 
hours; this means she may not return calls 
immediately but she will respond the 
following day when she is back at work. 
Marnie will be working during some of the 
Easter break, so do contact her if you need 
support. 

Ashley Stevens, Family Support Worker 

Ashley is on call for advice and support 
during the holiday. Please feel you can 
contact Ashley to discuss any concerns and 
perhaps arrange a home visit. However, if 
your child is displaying seriously 
challenging behaviours and someone is at 
risk, you must contact the police to discuss 
the best course of action.   
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We have been very busy this academic year competing in a range of sporting events. All students 
have been trying new activities, developing their physical wellbeing as well as their physical 
abilities.  
 
Tag Rugby  
Students in both Primary and Secondary have had access to learning the skills to play Tag Rugby. 
They have been learning the basic concept, rules and tactics in their PE lessons which they then 
were able to use during the Tag Rugby Tournament on 14th November 2016 held at Brookfields 
School. Our Green Team and our Amber Team came joint 3rd. Our student Sports Leaders helped 
host the day by providing hot drinks for spectators, helping with the scoring and handing out the 
certificates.  
 
Key Stage 2 PE Lunch Clubs 
Pupils in Key Stage 2 have been trying new PE activities during their lunch break. Pupils have 
been offered a wide variety of lunch clubs including Archery, Rebound, Speedstacks, Gymnastics 
and Dance. This new scheme has been working well and pupils are really enjoying having the 
opportunity to attend these clubs on a weekly basis.  
Key Stage 2 pupils have also been working hard this term on learning a new dance. Pupils have 
been engaged and focussed demonstrating some excellent determination and concentration 
during these lessons. I have been very impressed with their efforts.  
 
Sports Leaders  
The student Sports Leaders have been busy organising sporting events for pupils and staff to 
participate in. The Sports Leaders organised a staff vs pupils football match. This consisted of 
putting together the staff team and the pupil team, emailing staff, advertising the event with posters 
and organising the afternoon. The Sports Leaders have also organised an inter-school swimming 
Panathlon event for primary pupils who would not otherwise have the opportunity to compete. This 
event was held in our school pool. The Leaders enjoyed organising the races, score sheets and 
certificates, making the advertising videos/posters as well as helping on the day.  
 
Football  
14 students represented Brookfields and competed in the Berkshire Special Schools Football 
Tournament on 21st February 2017.  
Green Team won their competition winning 6 matches and drawing 1, only conceding 1 goal on 
their way to being crowned champions. Amber Team came 3rd, winning 2 matches, drawing 2 
matches and losing 1 match.  
Green Team: Haider S, Connor T, Lewis A, Tayub A, Brendon S, Lewis C and Harry F.  
Amber team: Sam T, Kyle S, Harvey V, Tyrese W, Callum B and Liviu C.  
 
Rebound Therapy  
Some pupils have been accessing rebound sessions on a weekly basis. There has been some 
excellent progress which deserves to be celebrated. A special mention to Harry C and Sachita L 
for now getting on the trampoline happily and enjoying bouncing and to Shaun S for being able to 
walk up the steps to get on the trampoline with minimal support!  
 
Tor Carter, Head of PE and Matt Rosier, PE Co-ordinator 
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We thought it would be useful to let you know how you can support us with our fundraising efforts. 

Easyfundraising.org.uk 

One of the easiest ways is to do your online shopping via easyfundraising.org.uk 

Basically, every time you shop online, if you go via easyfundraising rather than visiting the store 

site direct you can earn money for the school.  It’s very easy: 

1) Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/brookfieldspta 

2) Set up an account with easyfundraising, nominating Brookfields PTA as your chosen cause 

3) Shop as usual going via easyfundraising 

It’s a great way to raise money, for example, if you are a regular Amazon shopper, if you go via 

easyfundraising we can earn up to 1.5% on everything you buy.  There are also connections to 

insurance providers, holiday companies and just about anything you would buy online. 

Greenham Common Trust – The Good Exchange 

We currently have a live project on the Good Exchange website to raise money for the new 

multisensory room.  The great thing about this site is that any money you donate will be matched 

by the Greenham Common Trust (up to a total of £5000).  This means that a £10 donation would 

be doubled up to £20. If you are a UK taxpayer we can also benefit from the gift aid that is 

available with any donations.  To make a donation: 

1) Go to https://thegoodexchange.com/project/11325/brookfields-school-association/new-

multisensory-room-for-brookfields-school 

2) Donate in the same way as on other fundraising sites 

 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

We are busy collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers.  You get one voucher for every £10 

spent in Sainsbury’s. These can be used to buy cookery and sports equipment for the school.  At 

the last count we were up to about 1000 vouchers so any additional vouchers will be gratefully 

accepted.  The last date for collecting vouchers instore is 2nd May 2017 and we will need to 

redeem them as soon as possible after that date. 

 

In the future…… 

We are thinking of entering a Brookfields team into the Greenham Common Trust ‘Step up 4 good’ 

event on Sunday 15th October.  It is a fun run event with 4 different distances, starting with a mini 

mile for younger children and families through to a 10k run for older children and adults.  It is held 

on Greenham Common in Newbury and was a very popular event last year.  We can tie it in with 

our fundraising efforts and we could even attract new sponsors or fundraisers.  More details are on 

their website www.stepup4good.co.uk and we will keep you posted but in the meantime do save 

the date. 

 
Charlotte Wilshire, Fundraiser 
cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/brookfieldspta
https://thegoodexchange.com/project/11325/brookfields-school-association/new-multisensory-room-for-brookfields-school
https://thegoodexchange.com/project/11325/brookfields-school-association/new-multisensory-room-for-brookfields-school
http://www.stepup4good.co.uk/
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FUTURE PTA EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

   Summer Term 2017 

 

Friday 28
th

 April – Pig Racing Evening 

 

          6.30pm at Brookfields School 

 

This is a fantastic fun night for all the family and entrance is free. 
You can come along and watch the electronic pigs race along their specially built race course.  

If you would like to be the proud owner of a pig for the evening, give it a name, have the chance to 
enter the winner’s enclosure and win a prize then please do come along.  

Each pig costs £5.00, with a maximum of 2 pigs per family.   
There will be 6 pigs in each race and 6 races.  

Everyone will have the opportunity to place bets on the pig of their choice on the night. 
There will be tea/coffee, soft drinks and roast pork rolls on sale throughout the evening. 

 
All the money raised will be used to fund projects, outings and events 

 for the benefit of all the children at Brookfields. 
 

Please contact Lorraine White to buy your tickets. 
0118 9421382  office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

 

Saturday 8th July – Summer BBQ – further details to follow 
We look forward to seeing you and many thanks for your support. 

 
Lorraine White, Chair, Brookfields PTA 

 
Many parents ask what services might be available for them and their child. 
 
As part of the revisions to the Code of Practice 2014, every Local Authority has to publish their 
‘Local Offer’ online. The Local Offer is a guide to the services that are available for children and 
young people with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities aged from birth to 25. The 
Local Offers have been developed with parents, carers, and children and young people with SEN 
and disabilities to make sure it meets your needs. The following links will take you to Local Offers: 
 
West Berkshire 
http://fis.westberks.gov.uk/kb5/westberkshire/fsd/localoffer.page  
 
Reading 
http://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/family.page?familychannel=3 
 

http://fis.westberks.gov.uk/kb5/westberkshire/fsd/localoffer.page
http://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/family.page?familychannel=3
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Countryside Skills  
 

is a fantastic outdoor learning programme unique to the Earth 
Trust Charity, designed specifically for young people with 
special educational needs and those who struggle in a 
traditional classroom environment.  
 
Students have the chance to expand their career 
opportunities by earning a GCSE equivalent skills based 
qualification, accredited by the Open College Network. 
Students grow in self-belief and confidence with every 
Countryside Skills session, run by our highly qualified, 
inspiring specialist tutors.  By learning a variety of hands-on 
outdoor skills, including coppicing and animal husbandry, 
students are empowered to raise their self-esteem and future 
aspirations.  The programme is offered at various levels, 
encouraging students to aim high and reach their full 
potential. 
 
All donations will make a positive impact on the students’ 
experience of the Countryside Skills course. Every 
contribution will enable more children and young people to 
feel the benefit of learning outdoors:- 
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/SupportUs/Giving/changingfutures.aspx 

http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/Learn/Countrysideskills/about.aspx
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/Learn/Countrysideskills/about.aspx
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/SupportUs/Giving/changingfutures.aspx
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H E A D T E A C H E R ’ S  M E S S A G E  C O N T I N U E D : -  

Over the term we have welcomed the following new staff to Brookfields School: Sarah, Emma, 
Jen, Tanya, Jo, Chris, Katie S, Katie H, Abi, Ashleigh and Mel. We have said farewell to Lisa, 
Shazea, Tracey, Craig and Carol and wish them all well in the future. We are sad to say goodbye 
to Stuart Poore (ICT Technician) who has worked at the school for 8 years. I remember the snowy 
day when Stuart visited Brookfields to enquire about volunteering opportunities and following a 
successful interview, we appointed him to the school team. Thank you Stuart for all your hard work 
and we wish you well in your next adventures. We are also sad to say goodbye to Liam Cullen, our 
Assistant Caretaker, who has worked at the school for 7 years. Thank you Liam for all your hard 
work and best wishes in your new career.  

We were delighted to welcome Laurence Whiteley MBE to 
come and officially open our new Secondary playground. 
Laurence won a Gold medal in the Rio Paralympics with his 
partner Lauren Rowles. Laurence cut the ribbon and handed 
over a cheque for £10,000 from the ‘National Lottery Awards 
For All’ scheme that paid for the wheelchair accessible 
gazebo. We were also delighted to welcome back Jane 
Headland to join the celebrations as well as Mrs Jean 
Gardner from Tilehurst Parish Council, Steve Danby from 
Playscheme and Luke Shaw from The Reading Chronicle.  

Looking forward to the Summer break, please make sure that 
you book your tickets for this years #differentworldfest. As 
last year, Simon and Louise Turner, who have been inspired 
by their teeenage son, who attends Brookfields School, are 
organising this festival which will take place on Saturday 29th 
July at the Abbey Rugby Football club. It’s a great event 
and one which shouldn’t be missed. Check out the festival’s 
website www.adifferentworldfestival.co.uk  
 
Finally, a huge thank you to all our pupils, their families, our 
staff, our governors, friends and partners of Brookfields School 
for all the great work you have done this term! 
 
I wish you all a Happy Easter and look forward to welcoming 
all the pupils back to school on Tuesday 25th April. 
 
 
 
Acting Headteacher 
 
Dates of our Summer Residential Trips 2017 
8th – 12th May Key Stage 4 / 6th Form, Kingswood, Kent  
15th – 19th May Key Stage 3 Thirtover Place, Thatcham 
22nd – 29th May Key Stage 4 / 6th Form Blaen Wern, Wales 
15th – 16th June Key Stage 2 Thirtover Place, Thatcham

 


