
 
 

 

20th October 2017 
 
 
Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Half Term update – Autumn 2017 
 
It is amazing to think that in a blink of an eye, we have now reached the October half term! 
 
Many of you will have been keeping up with our news via the school’s website and through our 
Twitter feeds. You can follow us on Twitter at @BrookfieldsSEN and @Pathwaytoemploy 
 
It was lovely welcoming the pupils back to school after the summer break and hearing all their 
news. We were joined by 15 new pupils and their families at the start of the academic year, all of 
whom have settled in. 
 
Before the pupils returned to the school, we had our staff INSET Days. In addition to mandatory 
training, staff also focused on training to support the School Development Plan priorities for the 
coming year, such as mental health and wellbeing of our pupils. Many staff received training from 
Joanna Grace, which focused on how we can support positive mental health and wellbeing of 
pupils with more complex needs. Other training focused on Core Vocabulary, and Read Write Inc, 
which is the phonics programme we use at Brookfields. 
 
In addition to welcoming new pupils, we have welcomed 11 new members of staff to the school, all 
of whom have settled well and are contributing to life at Brookfields School. Following recent 
interviews for teachers, Shelley Riley will be our new Head of Key Stage 4 from January 2018; 
also starting in January will be Alex Gomez who will be joining the 6th Form teaching team. Shelley 
will be joining us from Arbour Vale Specialist School and Alex from Prior’s Court. 
 
Our Initial Teacher Training initiative, Berkshire Teaching Alliance (BTA), continues to grow and 
develop. This year we have 11 trainees who we are training to be teachers of the future. We have 
7 based in mainstream schools and 4 based in special schools. As part of the Quality Control of 
the programme, our partner, Oxford Brookes University, was recently inspected by OfSTED. As 
part of the inspection process, OfSTED visited the BTA graduates we employed from last year 
who are now teachers at Brookfields. I am very pleased to report that the OfSTED Inspector was 
very impressed by the quality of their teaching. 
 
Many of you will know that we do a lot of fund raising at the school so that we can purchase much 
needed equipment for the pupils as well as gain grants to fund projects at the school. Charlotte 
Wilshire is our Fund Raiser and has done an amazing job in securing grants and bids for a number 
of projects. We would like to thank everyone who has kindly donated monies to the school either 
through sponsorship, donations or grants.  
 

Below is a list of the grants that Charlotte has been able to secure and what they have been used 
for:- 
 
 
 



Source Amount raised/secured What it paid for 

Awards for All (Lottery) £10,000 Gazebo in adventure playground 

Greenham Common Trust £9,300 New multisensory room 

John Lewis token scheme £1,200 New multisensory room 

Variety Club £21,597 New minibus 

Triangle Centre Tilehurst £464.54 Play equipment for 6th Form 

DM Thomas Foundation for 
Young People 

 £2,022 Adaptive tricycle 

Baily Thomas Charitable Fund £15,000 Holiday club 

Shanly Foundation £3,000 Sensory equipment for the swimming 
pool 

Foyle Foundation £20,000 New multisensory room 

Jewson £5,000 of materials Pangbourne House 

St James’s Place £10,000 Key Stage 2 playground 

Screwfix Foundation £5,000 Pangbourne House 

Covea Insurance £1,700 New multisensory room 

 

As you know, we have been delivering the MOVE Programme at Brookfields for a number of 
years. This programme has had an amazing and lasting impact on the lives of young people who 
have a physical impairment. We were the second school in Europe to achieve the MOVE Quality 
Mark and to be recognised as a MOVE Regional Centre of Excellence. Helen Thurgood and her 
team of MOVE Practitioners continue to ensure that pupils individual MOVE Programmes are 
integrated into everyday life at school. MOVE visited Helen and the team to carry out an 
inspection. I am pleased to report that we still retain the MOVE Quality Mark, a true recognition of 
the work of Helen and the team. 
 
It was lovely to welcome so many family members to our Harvest Festival. Kimberley Legg, our 
lead teacher in Complex Needs, led a fantastic Sensory Harvest Assembly in the afternoon! Thank 
you for all the kind and generous donations to our Harvest Festival Assemblies. The donations of 
produce are being distributed to people and families in Reading by the Faith Christian Group via 
ReadiFood. 
 
Here are some dates for your diaries: 
 
1st November – Family and Friends Coffee Morning 9.30am – 11.00am 

2nd November – ‘Families Matter’ parent course starts 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

3rd November – PTA Christmas Shopping Evening 7.30pm – 9.30pm 

7th November – Shakespeare in Schools Festival, Corn Exchange Newbury 

15th November – Early Years ‘Stay and Play’ 10.30am – 11.30am 

22nd November – 6th Form/Key Stage 4 Presentation Awards Evening  6.30pm 

2nd December – PTA Christmas Bazaar 12.00pm – 3.00pm 

 
I hope you all have a good and safe half term break and we look forward to seeing all the pupils 
back on Monday 30th October 2017. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

Brandon Mills 
Head Teacher 


