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English  

 
English is divided into 3 areas of study: Speaking 
and Listening, Reading and Writing. 
 
This term the topic is ‘Get into the Groove.’  
Some pupils will read and respond to abridged 
versions of “The Wizard of Oz”, whilst other 
groups will respond to shorter texts, such as 
‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ and other books based on 
music or dance.  Activities such as role play and 
drama will provide opportunities to explore character and narrative in an 
accessible way. Using symbols or words, pupils will build simple profiles showing 
what they have found out about the main characters in the stories. Other tasks 
will encourage students to use and develop imagination and prediction skills. 
Students will record their ideas through drawing or using symbols and words. 
They will also read and respond to a range of performance poetry and ‘perform’ 
poems and rhymes with or without music, singing, using actions and acting out.  
Some pupils will also explore the use of language and create simple stories 
using pictures, words or symbols. 
 
Mathematics  
 
Triangles and Circles: 
We will be solving addition and subtraction problems thinking about ways to 
show our workings out.  We will be collecting information based on this term’s 
topic and organising it into lists, tables, 
pictograms and block graphs.  We will continue 
to buy items from our class shop using real 
coins.  We will be measuring objects, 
investigating different weights, lengths and 
capacities.  We will look at ‘Time’, ordering 
common daily events and further develop their 
skills on telling the time. 
 
This term, Squares Maths group will base much 
of their work around the Key Stage 3 topic of In 
the Groove. 
Much of the work will be student led but the topic will allow us to do extensive 
work on recording and handling data; surveying and presenting results and using 
our results to make statements about quantity and comparisons 
In shape work we will be looking at 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional shapes. 
Alongside all of this we will be practising and consolidating our knowledge of 
number bonds and multiplication tables (2, 3, 5 and 10) and how these can help 
us add and divide. 
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In addition there will be weekly lessons to develop money 
handling skills. 
 
Hexagons and Pentagons will also be basing 
much of their work around the Key Stage topic, 
incorporating musical themes into their Maths 
work. Recording and handling data will form the 
basis of much of our work in the first half term and 
how we can present this data in different graphs, 
charts and lists. Pupils will then use this 
information to solve a variety of number and word 
problems. We will explore the huge range of mathematical language 
surrounding the four operations, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
and also consider how to develop these skills in solving the types of maths 
problems that present in everyday life. 
 
Next half term, we will also be investigating and comparing the weights, sizes 
and shapes of a range of different instruments, working on symmetry and telling 
the time.   
 
PSHE 
 
Year 7 
Personal 
This will include work on diet and exercise as well as drugs and alcohol 
education. 
Hygiene 
Pupils will learn about keeping themselves clean and tidy; thinking about 
personal hygiene, sun safety and keeping their clothes clean. 
 
Year 8 
Personal 
This will include work on diet and exercise and will include healthy eating. 
Hygiene  
Pupils will further learning about keeping themselves clean and tidy; personal 
hygiene, sun safety and keeping their clothes clean.  
 
Year 9 
Personal 
Pupils will continue their work on diet and exercise 
and drugs and alcohol education. They will also 
learn some basic First Aid. 
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Social Skills 
 
Pupils participate in one session of Social Skills each week, in a group with other 
pupils of a similar ability. Each group follows the Talkabout programme, 
supported by the Speech and Language Department. 
 
At Key Stage 3, students will study one of four units: self-awareness and self-
esteem; body language; conversation skills or friendship.  
 
Each session focuses on giving the students a chance to reflect on and to 
express their feelings, followed by several different practical activities to illustrate 
and embed the skills they need for social interaction. The emphasis for these 
sessions is on creating an enjoyable environment in which to explore and 
practise social skills through games, role play and discussion. 
 
Science 
 
In science this term we are learning all about the 
human body; we are focusing on how the human body 
works. We are looking at both the inside of the body 
and the outside of the body and learning how each 
helps us to live and survive. As our topic this term is 
into the groove, we will also learn about how our body 
works to help us dance, perform and sing. We will pay 
close attention to how humans change from a baby to 
the elderly.  Further, we will be looking at how the 
heart, lungs and skeleton work primarily and how 
different environmental factors can work to both help 
and hinder the health of the human body. We will also 
explore the animal world, learning about different 
animals and how their features help them survive in 
different environments around the world. 
 

Drama  
 
This term in Drama we are dedicating our lesson time to preparing for our KS3 
and KS4 production of ‘Finding 
Nemo’. We will begin by identifying 
"the story" of our scene (s) and 
defining our characters.  Who are 
we, what do we want and feel, and 
how do we sound and move? We 
will then work with scripts to block 
the action of the scenes.  Some of 
us will be choreographing our own 
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dance moves for the musical numbers we are in.  Once we have learnt our lines 
and/or routines, time will be spent working on active listening and responding to 
one another, projecting our voices and building our confidence in performing in 
front of others.  The show is on March 25th, 26th and 27th this year, so save the 
date! 
 
Drama:  
Tarrant Adventurers and Explorers will be truly ‘Getting into the Groove’!  They 
will be taking part in a sensory led musical drama session with songs, music and 
games.  They will also experience the music and songs we are using in our 
school play, ‘Finding Nemo’, with some of them taking on the role of Jelly Fish.   
Middleton started this term enjoying ‘experimenting’ in the drama studio using 
wigs, hats, costumes, masks and simple props.  They enjoyed the freedom of 
the space and being able to interact with each other.  They will then be working 
on their contribution to the school play, ‘Finding Nemo’ where they are at school 
with Mr Ray.  Here they will experience working together, learning simple lines, 
recalling what happens next as well as rehearsing and performing on stage.    
 

Art 
 
In Art, pupils will be working on a number of pieces ranging from paintings to 
sculptural work. The theme will be surrounding underwater and specifically the 
Great Barrier Reef. This is to aid the end of term Secondary School Production. 
We will be building skills and techniques when experimenting with clay, 3D 
design, collage, mono-printing, fabric dying, drawing, pen  and ink and mixed 
media work. We will explore a number of processes and affects to develop ideas 
both independently and collaboratively. This will then be developed into final 
pieces of work which will be used as scenery, props and costumes during the 
school production. 
 

RE 
 
This term KS3 are studying the story of Joseph.  They are participating in 
lessons where the story has been set in South East and South West London. 
  
Students respond to the paragraphs of the story which is told in six parts.  
Following this they relate the story back to the original. 
  
They will be acting out some of the scenes and 
discussing the feelings which are touched on by 
the story—i.e sorrow, jealously, happiness and 
also the power of forgiveness. 
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Computing 
 
In Computing this term, students will base their work 
around the Key Stage 3 topic of In the Groove. 
We will be using and experiencing a range of 
technologies to record, produce, change and listen to 
sound and music. This will involve using older analogue technology as well as 
digital devices and microphones to record and play music, voices and a range of 
sounds. 
Throughout all this, keyboard and computer skills will be developed along with a 
constant theme of E-Safety in all lessons. 
 

Music 
 
This term KS3 are working on our secondary school production of ‘Finding 
Nemo’.  Students will learn pieces of music that are sung to tell the story and 
many of the songs focus on music from the band ‘Queen’.  All students will learn 
chorus’s and actions from some songs. Most will learn verses and about the 
genres of Rock and Pop music. They will work on vocal technique and 
projection, following a conductor, and singing in different styles. Some students 
will adapt familiar songs by writing new lyrics to fit with the narrative. They will 
explore compositional structure and rhythmic, syllabic writing. 
 

Life Skills 
 
Rotation plan for the Spring Term  (all classes will experience each subject 
throughout the year) 
 

 
 
Through the teaching of Life Skills, we hope to equip pupils with knowledge and 
experiences that will develop greater independence in the future.  

Subject Teacher Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 

Food  
Technology 

Angie Hunt Palmer Fletcher 
  

Enterprise Charlotte  
Olbrecht 

Fletcher Winslet 

SRE Sarah Strudley Winslet Middleton 

  

Humanities Karen  
Wallace-Jones 

Sutton Madejski 

Digital  
Citizenship 

Bruce Taylor Middleton Sutton 

  

Horticulture & 
Cycling 

Jane Stokes & 
Matt Bonewell 

Madejski Pamler 
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Food Technology - Allows pupils the experience of using a range of kitchen 
appliances safely and appropriately, to prepare ingredients, follow recipes and 
evaluate their creations.  
 
Horticulture - Develops independence skills in the garden by growing, planting, 
harvesting and tasting.  
 
Cycling training – Provides the opportunity for pupils to learn how to ride a bike 
safely. Pupils can achieve Bikeability Level 1 award in the summer term for 
those that are capable of accessing it. 
 

Digital Citizenship  
 
Digital Citizenship addresses the increasing need for students to become safe 
and confident users of computers, the internet, on-line gaming and social media. 
 
Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9 students cover issues as broad as: 

Computer hygiene; how to keep your computer “clean” and safe and what can 

be done to prevent viruses and unwanted downloads 

The implications of being on the internet and what could happen to content 

(messages, photos or video etc.) that users share and send to others 

Recognising what information is safe to share and what should be kept private 

The nature of “friendship” and how this can be different when they encounter  

people on the internet or social media 

The importance of good conduct and the consequences for those who say or 

send things they should not 

Cyberbullying; how to recognise it and what to do if it happens to them 

 
Each sequence of lessons runs for 6-7 weeks. If you would like to know more or 
have concerns over your child’s use of computers and the internet, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mr Taylor. 
 
Enterprise - Pupils will have to put on their ‘business heads’, and think about the 
designing, making, marketing and managing of different products.   
 
SRE   - Relationships and SRE – Sarah Strudley 
 
During this academic year Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) will be taught 
by Sarah Strudley, Bruce Taylor and Sam Raw on a Friday afternoon in single 
sex groups.  
Individual classes will have Relationships lessons on Monday afternoons with 
Mrs Strudley. 
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This year the course for KS3 will include sessions on: 
• Relationships – important people and friends 
• Names of male/female body parts, including reproductive organs 
• Puberty 
• Menstruation 
• Wet dreams and erections 
• Appropriate behaviour, private/public places, feeling safe, good/bad touch, 
saying no and refusing sexual approaches 
• Masturbation 

 Human reproduction – how babies are made 
 
There will be additional sessions for Year 9 pupils on: 
• Contraception 
• Sexually Transmitted Infections. 
 
Cross-Curricula Day 
We will be celebrating Chinese New Year on out first Cross Curricula day of the 
term on the 11

th
 February. 

 
Following that, we will be having a Cross Curricula afternoon on the 1

st
 April, 

focusing on Jewish Passover. 
 
If any parents or carers have any activity, craft idea or general information that 
you would like to share with the Key Stage for either Chinese New Year or 
Jewish Passover, please contact either Pauline or Angie to discuss further. Any 
support or ideas are always gratefully received.  
 

Physical Education 
 

Please could you ensure that all PE kit is clearly labelled with your son/
daughter’s name or initials. 

 
Tarrant 
Over the year they will have the opportunity to take part in: 

 Rebound Therapy 

 Games and activities designed to develop fine 

and gross motor skills 

 Hydrotherapy 

 Accessible bikes where appropriate 

 
Outdoor activities at The Dolphin Centre, 
Pangbourne. These will be adapted versions of 
Canoeing, Archery or Climbing. 
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All other classes 
On Friday mornings Key Stage 3 students from Sutton, Madjeski, Middleton, 
Winslet, Palmer and Fletcher are split into 4 streamed ability groups. 
 
Over the year they will take part in the following activities 

 Swimming 

 Gymnastics 

 Trampolining 

 Sports education/ summer team sports 

 Tennis 

 
All students will also attend a series of sessions at the local adventure centre 
where they will take part in either canoeing or archery and climbing. These 
activities are adapted to suit all of our students. 
 
We will also be offering cycling training on Monday afternoons.  This will include 
Bikeability Level 1 training in the summer term for those that are capable of 
accessing it. 
 
Further information will follow when it is your son/daughter’s turn to access the 
above activities. If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the PE 
department at school. 
 
Middleton  
We have now moved into our new classroom.  The experience of moving lent 
itself well to our way of working ‘REACh style’ i.e. what do we need to do? Why 
do we need to do this? How will we achieve this?  Helping one another set up a 
room required lots of problem solving to take place, lots of listening to ideas and 
lots of respect for all of our possessions.  I have never seen students clean so 
well and actually enjoy turn taking with a vacuum cleaner!  

Our initial and main focus is on building and or maintaining trusting relationships.  
This will include all staff and students within the room – respecting that we all 
have different needs regardless of who we are and beginning to identify how we 
can all help one another to work as part of a team.  

The topic of ‘In the Groove’ will be covered by 
expressing ourselves to the huge variety of music so 
readily available together with a range of new stories.  
Labelling emotions in the correct context helps students 
to have an internal sense of self, to go on and express 
at an appropriate moment thus communicating the 
correct message.  

We now have a ‘soft room’ where we can self-regulate 
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to assist engagement levels and a ‘quiet room’ where should we need to filter out 
our environment we can. 

Tarrant Adventurers  
We will explore the Key Stage 3 topic ‘Get into 
the Groove’ through the story of Charlie and 
Chocolate Factory’.  Pupils will have opportunity 
to participate in a multi-sensory story about 
Charlie which will encourage communication of 
individual pupils and exploration of various 
sensory resources related to the story. Individual 
communication will be promoted throughout the 
whole school day during various routines such as 
breakfast/snack times and mealtimes. There will be regular Tuck Shop session 
when pupils can work on picture exchange, according to their relevant PECS 
phase.  
We have planned regular off site trips to local shops, parks and garden centres 
where we will gain experience of road safety; becoming aware of traffic and 
participating in ‘safe crossing’ exercises on zebra crossings and at traffic lights. 
We will also use PECS when we will go shopping to structure our visit; we will 
locate, purchase and, where it is appropriate, complete the transactions at the till 
to practise the technique of handling money. 
We will have regular swimming and PE session once a week when we will get 
active and we will explore various sports equipment. 
 
Explorers  
This term Tarrant Explorers will be following the topic of ‘Get into the Groove’ 
through the musical ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. We will share a sensory 
story for ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ each morning using transition 
songs, call and response and tactile items. Each day will end with a ‘Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory’ Tac Pac, using instrumentals from the original movie and 
tactile items such as coco butter, cocoa bean bags, sweet wrappers, golden 
tickets and spatulas. Cognition sessions will involve counting songs such as 
‘Five Little Ducks’ with a parachute and tactile items. Pupils will then work 
towards individual targets. In Art we will be looking at 
Kandinsky’s paintings and the emotions associated with 
them through a sensory massage, pupils will then work 
towards tactile defensiveness targets or make a Kandinsky 
circles print. For physical exercise we will move in different 
ways to different music, and have regular rebound therapy 
and hydrotherapy sessions. During cooking sessions will 
make chocolate milkshakes and chocolate milkshakes 
alongside a cooking massage. Throughout the day pupils 
will have plenty of opportunities to work on individual 
targets. 
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Rewards 
 

Friendship 
Courage 

Determination 
Excellence 

Respect 
Caring for Others 

 
We hope to encourage pupils to focus on their work, and behaviour every day.  
Our reward system is based on the 6 values listed above. Key Stage 3 are 
encouraged to work to achieve these values.  Pupils seen to be demonstrating 
acts that represent any of the values will be presented with a paper brick in a 
weekly assembly that highlight which value they have achieved.  These bricks 
are added onto their house (Thames, Loddon or Kennet), which is part of a large 
display in the hall in the Upper School.  Other students that are in the same 
house have their bricks added too. At the end of the year we count up the bricks 
and award the winning house with a special prize. 
 
Each class also works towards tokens for their class; these are placed on a 
board in the same hall.  Class tokens are awarded when a class is seen to be 
working very well together, all are trying hard, or getting on together particularly 
well.   
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Star of Key Stage 3 
 
Key Stage 3 work towards ‘Star of Key Stage 3’.  This is awarded every 3-4 
weeks to individual students who staff feel have gone above and beyond 
what we expect of them, or have made huge improvements in a particular 
area.  When a pupil is awarded this accolade then their picture is placed on 
our Star of Key Stage 3 board for everyone to see, along with the reasons 
why they were chosen.  A letter will also go home to their parents/carers 
outlining the reasons they were chosen.  This is indeed a very special 
award and something we encourage all our students to aspire to. 


