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English  
English is divided into 3 areas of study: Speaking 
and Listening, Reading and Writing. 
 
This term the topic is “Going for Gold.” and we 
will focus on traditional stories or myths which 
feature gold and treasure, such as King Midas, 
the Golden Goose and Jason and the Golden 
Fleece.  Activities such as role play and drama 
will provide opportunities to explore character and 
narrative in an accessible way.  
 
Using symbols or words, pupils will build simple profiles showing what they have 
found out about the main characters in the stories. Other tasks will encourage 
students to use and develop imagination and prediction skills.  
 
Students will record their ideas through drawing or using symbols and words. 
They will also read and respond to a range of non-fiction texts such as letters 
and newspapers.  Some pupils will also explore the use of language and create 
simple stories using pictures, words or symbols. 
 
Mathematics  
Circles and Triangles  
This term we will be focusing on problem solving and trying to work with greater 
independence on number problems involving addition and subtraction.  We will 
also be carrying out a series of lessons on Time as well as directional language 
and positions. 
Squares Maths group will be comparing 
addition and multiplication. We will be 
comparing adding the same number to a 
matching multiplication sum (e.g. 3+3+3+3 = 
4x3). Emphasis will be placed upon identifying 
such sums to solve real life problems; if I have 4 
friends coming to a barbecue and they each 
need 3 sausages, how do I work that out? All 
students will be given the opportunity to work 
with peers to develop problem solving language 
and skills.  
In addition to this, students will be developing 
their understanding of weight and measure in the context of the terms topic, 
Going for Gold.  
In addition there will be weekly lessons to develop money handling and coin 
recognition skills skills.  
 
Mrs Hunt’s Hexagons and Pentagons groups will also be basing some of their 
work around the Key Stage topic, incorporating the theme of ‘Gold’ into their 
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Maths work. Geometry - identifying, sorting and drawing a variety of 2D and 3D 
shapes, recognising angles and rotations will form the basis of much of our work 
in the first half term. We will then concentrate on measurement and number 
problems (associated with measurements) We will continue to explore the huge 
range of mathematical language surrounding the four operations; addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division also consider how to develop these skills 
in solving the types of maths problems that present in everyday life.   
With Mrs Johnston pupils will be studying money.  Students will learn to 
recognise coinage and notes.  They will experience 'shopping' within a 
classroom situation through role play.  The will also learn the notation for money 
as well as decimals.  In addition to this and where appropriate unit fractions will 
be introduced.  Students will also learn how to solve simple problems involving 
money. 
 
PSHE 
Year 7  
Financial Capability 
Pupils will learn about money, how we use it and will 
begin to consider how we use it in our everyday lives. 
Disability Awareness 
In the first unit of a 3 year disability awareness 
course pupils consider how unique each one of us is. 
 
Year 8 
Financial Capability 
Pupils will build on their knowledge from Year 7 and will consider the importance 
of money in our society. 
Disability Awareness 
In the second unit of a disability awareness course, pupils move on to think 
about how our bodies work as well as learning about a range of different learning 
difficulties and physical disabilities 
 
Year 9  
Careers Education 
In Year 9 pupils will begin to work on their formal Careers Education in 
preparation for starting the Way2Work programme in Key Stage 4. 
Disability Awareness  
In the third unit of disability awareness pupils learn about their own disabilities. 
 
PSD – Personal and Social Development 
PSD is made up of three strands: 
• Interacting and working with others 
• Independent and organisational skills 
• Attention 
During these lessons pupils work on a variety of activities that will help them to 
develop a range of skills in these areas. 
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Social Skills 
Pupils participate in one session of Social Skills each week, in a group with other 
pupils of a similar ability. Each group follows the Talkabout programme, 
supported by the speech and language department. 
 
At Key Stage 3, students will study one of four units: self-awareness and self-
esteem; body language; conversation skills or friendship.  
 
Each session focuses on giving the students a chance to reflect on and to 
express their feelings, followed by several different practical activities to illustrate 
and embed the skills they need for social interaction. The emphasis for these 
sessions is on creating an enjoyable environment in which to explore and 
practise social skills through games, role play and discussion. 
 
Science 
We are learning all about different materials that are used in our world today, we 
are focusing on describing different materials and thinking about why they are 
used for different jobs. We will also be focusing on how materials change when 
we heat them and cool them or change other things about the environment that 
they are in, and consider whether they can be returned to their original state and 
if so, how? As such there will be lots of hands on experience and practical 
experiments, encouraging pupils to think and predict what they think will happen 
in different situations with different materials and then consider if they were 
correct or not. There will be a strong emphasis on scientific enquiry this term, 
allowing pupils to practice recording scientific results and most importantly 
explore their own ideas and change experiments originally set by their teacher to 
answer their own questions.  
The topic this term is ‘Going for Gold’, in Science we will be focusing on driving 
independence skills and thus at the end of every lesson, Gold, Silver and Bronze 
stickers will be awarded to those that have been the most independent in their 
science work with the intention to award the most independent pupil’s certificates 
at the end of the term for their hard work.  
 
Drama  
This term in Drama we are following in the footsteps of historical figure, Howard 
Carter, an Egyptologist who discovered the tomb of King Tutankhamen in 1922. 
Using our developing role play and improvisational skills to bring this incredible 
story to life, we will learn new drama techniques along 
the way such as choral speaking, reportage and 
flashback. 
 
Tarrant will be accessing drama through sensory 
stimulation in the drama studio, using various props and 
special effects to explore the room, communicate with 
each other and anticipate/respond to what they see, hear and feel. 
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Middleton will be working on their communication and social skills this term in a 
specially devised series of interactive lessons where the focus will be on them 
responding to each other and staff in paired and group improvisations. 
  
Art 
This term our topic is ‘Going for Gold’ so we have decided to look at artists such 
as Gustav Klimt and Hundertwasser. Pupils will be developing ideas and skills to 
help them create a landscape inspired by their surroundings. We will begin with 
observational studies, drawing techniques, material methods and then move on 
to knowledge and understanding of painting styles. Their final image will be 
painted in acrylics and then enhanced using gold leaf, pens and paint. 
 
 
RE 
Students will be introduced to Islam through the story of the Prophet Muhammad 
(p.b.u.h).  This will involve call and response.  They will learn to retell the story 
and will experience the story through role play.  They will learn about Ramadam 
and what this means to Muslims.  Other aspects of Islam may be introduced as 
appropriate. 
  
Computing 
Students will be extending their understanding of a range of topics including 

basic programming and how to build a simple 

database. These sessions will place emphasis on 

sequencing, logical thinking and problem solving 

in a range of contexts; using hand-held remote 

control devices, programming on-screen 

characters and writing programs for real life 

scenarios. 

Throughout all this, keyboard and computer skills will be developed along with a 
constant emphasis on E-Safety in all lessons. We will also be using a range of 
resources to reinforce the importance of appropriate internet use. For a sample 
of these you may want to look at sites such as http://www.theparentzone.co.uk/ 
and https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ . If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at school. 
Mr Taylor 

 
Life Skills 

 
Rotation plan for the Summer Term  (all classes will experience each subject 
throughout the year) 

http://www.theparentzone.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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Through the teaching of Life Skills, we hope to equip pupils with knowledge and 
experiences that will develop greater independence in the future.  
 
Food Technology - Allows pupils the experience of using a range of kitchen 
appliances safely and appropriately, to prepare ingredients, follow recipes and 
evaluate their creations.  
 
Horticulture - Develops independence skills in the garden by growing, planting, 
harvesting and tasting.  
 
Cycling training – Provides the opportunity for 
pupils to learn how to ride a bike safely. Pupils can 
achieve Bikeability level 1 award in the summer 
term for those that are capable of accessing it. 
 
Digital citizenship -  
 
Enterprise - Pupils will have to put on their ‘business heads’, and think about the 
designing, making, marketing and managing of different products.   
 
SRE   - Relationships and SRE – Sarah Strudley 
 
Relationships and SRE  
 
This term Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) will be taught by Sarah 
Strudley and Bruce Taylor on a Friday afternoon in single sex groups.  
Individual classes will have Relationships lessons on Monday afternoons with 
Mrs Strudley. 
This year the course for KS3 will include sessions on: 

Subject Teacher Summer Term 
1 

SummerTerm 2 

Food Technolo-
gy 

Angie Hunt Winslet Middleton 

  

Enterprise Charlotte Olbrecht Middleton Sutton 

SRE Sarah Strudley Sutton Madejski 
  

Humanities Karen Wallace 
Jones 

Palmer Fletcher 

Digital Citizen-
ship 

Bruce Taylor Madejski Palmer 
  

Horticulture & 
Cycling 

Jane Stokes & Matt 
Bonewell 

Fletcher Winslet 
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• Relationships – important people and friends 
• Names of male/female body parts, including reproductive organs 
• Puberty 
• Menstruation 
• Wet dreams and erections 
• Appropriate behaviour, private/public places, feeling safe, good/bad touch, 
saying no and refusing sexual approaches 
• Masturbation 
• Human reproduction – how babies are made 
There will be additional sessions for Year 9 pupils on: 
• Contraception 
• Sexually Transmitted Infections. 
 
Cross-Curricula Days 
We have had an extremely busy start to the term, beginning the summer term 
with St George’s Day celebrations. Pupils listened to stories, created comic 
strips, drew pictures, created drama scenes and developed computer images all 
relating to St. George and the Dragon.  
In line with the general election, pupils in KS3 also had an opportunity to think 
about the pros and cons of playtimes. In their class groups, pupils formed their 
own political parties, voted on a ‘leader’ and presented their ideas about 
playtimes in assembly. On May 7

th
, Pupils cast their votes on the class group 

they thought delivered the best playtime ideas – the winner is yet to be 
announced!   
Of course, we also have some pupils heading off on residential, to PGL. They 
are very much looking forward to participating in some challenging physical 
activities and plenty of team building opportunities.  
For those pupils staying in school, we have a fun packed Creative Arts week 
planned. Pupils will have opportunity to make and create some of the 
playground/playtime games and activities they discussed during their 
presentations. We will also be taking the time to make our playground 
environment more appealing, making Totem Poles, painting a large mural, and 
creating colourful, wooden shapes and bugs to decorate some of the fencing. 
Miss Olbrecht has also organised a drama workshop from a visiting group and a 
breakdancing workshop!!  
 
Physical Education 

KS3 PE – 2014/2015 
 

Please could you ensure that all PE kit is clearly labelled with your son/
daughters name or initials. 

 
Tarrant 
Over the year they will have the opportunity to take part in: 

 Rebound therapy 
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 Games and activities designed to develop fine and gross motor skills 

 Hydrotherapy 

 Accessible bikes where appropriate 

Outdoor activities at The Dolphin Centre, Pangbourne. These will be adapted 
versions of Canoeing, Archery or Climbing 
 
All other classes 
On Friday mornings Key Stage 3 students from Sutton, Madjeski, Middleton, 
Winslet, Palmer and Fletcher are split into 4 streamed ability groups.  
Over the year they will take part in the following activities 

 Swimming 

 Gymnastics 

 Trampolining 

 Sports education/ summer team sports  

 Tennis 

 
All students will also attend a series of sessions at the local adventure centre 
where they will take part in either canoeing or archery and climbing. These 
activities are adapted to suit all of our students.  
Middleton class will continue to work to the priciples of the ‘REACh style’ i.e. 
what do we need to do? Why do we need to do this? How will we achieve this?  
Our main focus is on building and or maintaining trusting relationships.  This will 
include all staff and students within the room – respecting that we all have 
different needs regardless of who we are and beginning to identify how we can 
all help one another to work as part of a team. Labelling emotions in the correct 
context helps students to have an internal sense of self, to go on and express at 
an appropriate moment thus communicating the correct message.  

The topic of ‘Going for Gold’ will be covered by rewarding achievement of our 
individual goals; however big or small. We will be using gold medals as a visual 
cue, and we will use these to decorate the room. We always encourage our 
pupils to take ownership of their personal targets and consider their own 
achievements against these where appropriate.  

We continue to use our ‘soft room’ as a place where we can self-regulate to 
assist engagement levels and a ‘quiet room’ where should we need to filter out 
our environment we can. 

Tarrant Adventurers 

We will explore the Key Stage 3 topic ‘Going for gold’ through the story of 
‘Treasure Island’.  Pupils will have opportunity to participate in multi-sensory 
story when we will encourage communication of individual pupils and exploration 
of various sensory resources related to the story including making treasure 
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maps, costumes and various exotic foods. Individual communication will be 
promoted throughout the whole school day during various routines such as 
breakfast/snack times and mealtimes. There will be regular Tuck Shop session 
when pupils can work on picture exchange according to their relevant PECS 
phase. 

We will have regular cooking sessions when we will smell, taste and touch 
various exotic citrus fruits and we will make ‘pirate’s hard food’ (chocolate chips 
cookies). 
We have planned regular off site trips to local shops, parks and garden centres 
where we will gain experience of road safety; becoming aware of traffic and 
participating in ‘safe crossing’ exercises on zebra crossings and at traffic lights. 
We will also use PECS when we will go shopping to structure our visit; we will 
locate, purchase and where it is appropriate, complete the transactions at the till 
to practice the technique of handling money. 
We will have regular swimming and PE session once a week when we will get 
active and we will explore various sports equipment. 
 
Tarrant Explorers 
 
The Explorers will be exploring the topic of Going for Gold through the telling of 
Treasure Island. During communication sessions we will be requesting, asking 
for more, and choosing our Treasures. During story time we will experience the 
sensory story of Treasure Island which will include: Call and Response, Tactile 
objects such as; sand trays and water with three different ambiences of a Pirate 
Tavern, Pirate Ship and Tropical Island. We will also tell the story through Handy 
Pac; which stimulates the body through different hand movements, and Tac Pac; 
which stimulates the body using different touch and tactile items. During Thinking 
Time we will: work towards Object Permanence, Finding where our treasures are 
kept or hidden; problem solving, retrieving our treasures from various containers 
and or barriers, and some pupils will navigate by following and or giving 
directions. During creativity we will experience and enjoy: multiple sea shanties; 
create pirate sounds with various ICT equipment and communication aids; 
decorate treasure chests using varying tactile resources and create parrots from 
printing; have opportunities for Role Play with pirate costumes and props; 
explore sensory tubs filled with sand and shells, 
black lentils and costume jewellery and water beads; 
and we will make coconut icing and fruit smoothies. 
During community we will venture to Adventure 
dolphin to sail the Thames on a Canoe, visit a local 
copse and explore and navigate our way around with 
increasing independence, we will make trips to local 
shops to choose treasures which we will pay for with 
our Gold.  
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Please see Individual Curriculum maps attached to each booklet for pupil 
specific activities. Throughout the day pupils will have plenty of opportunities to 
work on individual targets. 
 
Rewards 

Friendship 
Courage 

Determination 
Excellence 

Respect 
Caring for Others 

 
We hope to encourage pupils to focus on their work, and behaviour every day.  
Our reward system is based on the 6 values listed above. Key Stage 3 are 
encouraged to work to achieve these values.  Pupils seen to be demonstrating 
acts that represent any of the values will be presented with a paper brick in a 
weekly assembly that highlight which value they have achieved.  These bricks 
are added onto their house (Thames, Loddon or Kennet), which is part of a large 
display in the hall in the Upper School.  Other students that are in the same 
house have their bricks added too. At the end of the year we count up the bricks 
and award the winning house with a special prize  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each class also works towards tokens for their class; these are placed on a 
board in the same hall.  Class tokens are awarded when a class is seen to be 
working very well together, all are trying hard, or getting on together particularly 
well.   
Key Stage 3 also work towards ‘Star of KS3’ This is awarded every 3-4 weeks to 
individual students who staff feel have gone above and beyond what we expect 
of them, or have made huge improvements in a particular area.  When a pupil is 
awarded this accolade then their picture is placed on our Star of KS3 board for 
everyone to see, along with the reasons why they were chosen.  A letter will also 
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go home to their parents/carers outlining the reasons they were chosen.  This is 
indeed a very special award and something we encourage all our students to 
aspire to. 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Culture (SMSC) 
delivered through Key Stage 3 Curriculum and Vision 

 
SMSC is embedded throughout the Key Stage 3 curriculum. 
The four areas of SMSC and some of the ways we ensure students gain 
experience and develop an increased understanding of them are below: 

Spiritual –This covers the following areas: 

 Beliefs, religious or otherwise, which in-

form their perspective on life and their interest 
in and respect for different people’s feelings 
and values. 

 Sense of enjoyment and fascination in 

learning about themselves, others and the 
world around them, including the intangible. 

 Use of imagination and creativity in their 

learning 

 Willingness to reflect on past experiences 

Moral - This covers the following areas: 

 Ability to recognise the difference between 

right and wrong and their readiness to apply this 
understanding to their own lives. 

 Understanding of the consequences of 

their actions. 
Interest in investigating and offering reasoned 
views about, moral and ethical issues 

  

Social – This covers the following areas: 

 Use of a range of social skills in different 

contexts, including working and socialising with 
pupils from different religious, ethnic and socio- 
economic backgrounds. 

 Willingness to participate in a variety of 

social settings, cooperating well with others 
and being able to resolve conflicts effectively. 

 Interest in, and understanding of, the way 

that communities and societies function at a 
variety of levels. 

Cultural – This covers the following areas: 

 Understanding and appreciation of the 

wider range of cultural influences that shaped 
their heritage. 

 Willingness to participate in and respond 

to, (for example,) artistic, musical, technological, 
scientific and cultural opportunities. 

 Interest in exploring, having an under-

standing of and respect for cultural diversity and 
the extent to which they understand, accept, 
respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by 
attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and 
socio- economic groups in the local, national 
and global communities 

Examples of how we deliver this outside of lessons in Key Stage 3 are: 

Whole school/ Key Stage assemblies 

Cross Curricula days 

Celebrating and investigating a wide range of religious ceremonies through activity afternoons. 
A variety of different trips including residential experiences. 
Story Telling Week 

Diversity Week 

Arts Week 
Reward systems 

Annual reviews process/ Educational Health Care plans (EHC) 
Key Stage rules and Home/school agreements 
Reading books 

School council 
Emotional and Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) 
Use of the sensory garden 

Our school pets and chickens 
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