
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage 3 
Homework Ideas 
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English 
 
Going for Gold 
Our topic this term links to the theme Going for Gold, and we will focus on 
traditional stories or myths which feature gold and treasure, such as King 
Midas, the Golden Goose and Jason and the Golden Fleece. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Please take every opportunity to discuss current affairs with your son/daughter. Older 
pupils could look at a newspaper and discuss an article that interests them. To tie in with 
the theme, you could also talk about ambitions and hopes. 
Reading 
Pupils are encouraged to take their reading books home. They could read aloud to you or 
with you, and a note kept in the reading record. Later this term, we are launching the 
‘Takeaway reading’ library for KS3 student. In addition to the structured reading schemes 
that students are following, they will also be able to choose a second book to take home 
and share.  This is a book which may be above their actual reading level, but that they 
would like to read with an adult, or have read to them.  Further details will follow when the 
new ‘takeaway library’ is launched. 
Writing 
Your son/daughter could practise their handwriting e.g. write a sentence from a favourite 
book or comic. For those pupils who struggle forming their letters we can provide booklets 
from a programme called ‘write from the start’ which is designed to develop fine motor 
control and hand-eye co-ordination. 
 
More able students could keep a short diary, writing a sentence about something a 
journey they have made. Students should practise saying their sentence aloud first, to 
help check that it ‘sounds right’ when they write it down. 
 
Mathematics       
    
Fractions: 
Dividing sweets, cake, etc, into equal parts to give half, quarter, 
third etc. 
This can be extended to ask questions: how many quarters make a half 
etc. 
Tally Chart 
Adding on in groups of 5 
Data collection: e.g. counting change, how many pieces of red lego, 
yellow lego etc. 
Make a tally chart (4 vertical lines + 1 diagonal line = a count of 5) 
Bar Chart 
When the data has been collected try to make a bar chart. Let me know 
if you'd like some squared paper. 
Subtraction 
Taking away by counting on.  
Working out the change from anything 
between 10p to £10. 
Rote counting 
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Where appropriate: counting aloud up to 100. 
Counting on in 10s to 100 
Counting on in 2s to 50 
Counting on in 5s to 50. 
This can be related to money using 10p, 2p and 5p. 
Multiplication 
Know the 2, 5, 10 x table. 
Begin to use the 2 x table to give double a number. 
Geometry 
Telling the time, asking questions  
“The time is now 3 o clock, what time will it be in ½ an hour?”  
“In 2 hours the time will be…?”  
“Swimming lessons start at 9 o clock, Where will the clock hands be?” 
Any weighing and measuring in practical situations – DIY, cooking, etc 
 

PSHE 
In Key Stage 3, we aim to deliver a curriculum that promotes and develops growing 
independence in our young people and experience of life skills. We have included a list of 
ongoing skills that may be useful to practise with your child at home, where appropriate if 
you so wish. Our focus this term is exercise, healthy eating and personal hygiene.  

 Using a knife and fork 

 Helping with the preparation of food and cooking 

 Indentifying healthy and unhealthy foods 

 Making a drink 

 Spreading using a knife 

 Making a sandwich  

 Preparing a salad 

 Go for a walk, encourage exercise  

 Laying the table 

 Making the bed 

 Putting on, taking off shoes, tying shoe laces 

 Dressing, undressing, using zips, fastening buttons 

 Discuss the need for washing with soap, using deodorant, 

shampooing hair etc. 

 Cleaning your teeth 

 Helping with the housework, vacuuming, dusting, washing up, 

etc 

 Folding, hanging clothes 

 Answering the telephone 

 Taking a message 

 Asking for help, requesting when out and about 

 Paying for goods 

 Using the self service tills in a shop 

 Locating goods in a shop 
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Describing and Changing Materials 
 

To further progress the learning of your child at home, encouragement of cooking with 
different ingredients and describing what they are like and how they have changed after 
cooking is a fun and practical homework task. Encouraging pupils to think about the raw 
material (glass, metal, plastic, paper) that different objects in the home are made from 
and the properties that they have to make them a good material for that job will compli-
ment what they will be learning in school.  
 
There are also lots of excellent websites, where pupils can learn key information and test 
themselves, for example:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/materials/  


