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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Headteacher’s Report 
Autumn Term – October 2014 

 
The first half term of a new academic year is always busy and this one has been no exception. 
 
With 25 new students throughout the school and 11 new staff in September with 7 more due to 
start after half term we have a lot of new faces to accommodate into our school and routines.  The 
majority have settled very well. 
 
During the summer holidays the new extension to the 6th Form was craned into place and although 
it is not yet ‘signed off’ for students’ use it is almost finished and hopefully the half term holiday will 
see us begin to move in.  A suite of rooms to include ICT, Science, Art and Way2Work/Pathways 
to Employment have been created plus a new Integrated Therapy Hub to enable all of our 
additional professionals to work together whilst in school.  I was very excited to observe the new 
views right across to Mapledurham from our new first floor building! 
 
Brookfields School were also the proud recipients of a Guinness World Record!  The whole school 
danced for 5 minutes wearing head boppers one sunny afternoon, outside on the playground. This 
was organized by Covea and Andrew Brown to create this unique achievement.  Well done 
everyone! 
 
The vast majority of Key Stage 4 headed off early in the term for a team building event.  Students 
spent the night away from home sleeping in either the bunkhouse or in tents!  A huge range of 
activities were devised to ensure problem solving, teamwork and independence skills were truly 
tested.  Everyone benefited from this unique experience. 
 
Many of you attended our Harvest Festivals this year.  I was delighted to receive so many 
generous donations of tins, packets and boxes of food.  Our charity, Readifood, was thrilled by the 
sheer quantity of goods we were able to pass on.  Thank you so much to all of you who attended 
and witnessed the pupils singing and responding to our Harvest Assembly theme. 
 
Special notice must be made to a Year 9 pupil, Andrea Romano, who has attended an award 
ceremony in Oakland Manor, Brixton in Derbyshire.  Andrea was awarded the ‘Best Climber’ 
award in an event to celebrate the Young Adventurer of the Year awards.  Many congratulations to 
Andrea, her mum and the Adventure Dolphin team who nominated her! 
 



We are also excited to announce that Brookfields has been nominated, and shortlisted, for the 
Pride of Reading Awards, School of the Year.  We are attending the ceremony on Friday 
31st October and will hopefully have more good news to pass on to you! 
 
May I take this opportunity to remind you that school telephones are only answered on pupil days 
between 8am and 4pm.  For the rest of the time you will get through to the answermachine.  
Please remember to telephone school to advise us if your child is off school sick.  If we do not 
receive a call a letter will be sent to you to complete and return. 
 
Finally, coffee mornings still go ahead on the first Wednesday of each month during term time.  
The dates are mentioned in the termly newsletter. 
 
I hope that you all have an enjoyable half term break, please note pupils return to school on 
Tuesday 4th November. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs J Headland 
Headteacher 


