
 
 
 

February 2015 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

Headteacher’s Report 
Spring Term – February 2015 

 
Moving into the new 6th Form extension, known as Cedar House, has made a significant difference to the 
school this half-term.  Staff and students now occupy a wonderful new ICT room, science room. Way2Work 
space and a big, bright art room.  In addition, we have enabled all of our therapists to work collaboratively 
from one larger room.  In turn, this has freed up classrooms and other areas/offices to be used by others 
throughout the school. 
 
We have never experienced an ‘upper floor’ before and many staff have admired the local views as well as 
appreciating how large our own site is!  We are all thrilled with the additional space and will now need to 
consider our next development very carefully! 
 
Towards the end of January we held a ‘Recruitment Open Day’ to encourage people to come and have a 
look around our school, to meet staff and pupils and to learn about the career possibilities we can offer.  We 
were delighted with the interest this day provoked; over 50 people attended and all feedback has been 
tremendously positive.  Following this day interviews were held and a number of new members of support 
staff were recruited.  Hopefully, many will start after the mid-term break to ensure all of the vacancies we 
currently have are filled.  Staff recruitment and retention continues to be a difficult problem throughout West 
Berkshire with many schools experiencing difficulties. 
 
On January 29th and 30th I attended the SWALSS conference in Torquay.  This was a large gathering of 
ninety headteachers, all from Special Schools in the south of England, to discuss current issues, new 
guidelines and initiatives and to hear the latest updates from the Department for Education and Ofsted.  It 
proved to be an invaluable two days. 
 
This week we were delighted to invite into school many of our Way2Work (W2W) employers and volunteers 
for an afternoon tea.  They were given several presentations from students who have completed successful 
work experience placements.  The entire afternoon was a big ‘thank-you’; without this support from the local 
community our students would not be having such positive experiences.  Many want to work and have 
permanent employment when they leave – we are trying very hard to make this happen! 
 
If you can help in any way please do not hesitate to contact the school, speak to Brandon Mills or Julie 
Grant. 
 
I hope you all have a very relaxing mid-term break.  School reopens for pupils on Monday 23rd February. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Headland 
Headteacher 


