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Headteacher’s Message 

Christmas 2014 

As you read through this Newsletter you will begin to appreciate and understand 
the enormous range of activities and experiences the pupils at Brookfields School 
undertake on a weekly basis. 

This was clearly illustrated at our annual Presentation Evening where students 
were presented numerous certificates and awards to celebrate both academic 
and other achievements. 

Visitors, parents and speakers referred to the broad, varied and exciting 
curriculum the school provides, tailor-made to the individual strengths, needs and 
personalities of our unique pupils. 

Many students who left school last year returned – it was a pleasure to talk to 
them and listen to just how well they are doing. 

Earlier, during half term, I was honoured to attend, with a number of colleagues, 
the Pride of Reading Awards Event.  We had been nominated by Ruth Pearse, 
one of our parents, in recognition of our outstanding work with families.  As many 
of you are aware we won the ‘School of the Year’, category, sponsored by Querty, 
a local company in Theale.  Emily Pearse came up onto the stage to receive the 
trophy from Chris Tarrant.  We had a delicious lunch, a delightful afternoon and 
were totally thrilled with the outcome! 

I have also recently received notification that our World Record attempt has been 
verified by Guinness World Records and we will soon receive our official 
certificate!  Thank you Covea Insurance. 

Not such good news relating to the new 6th Form extension; we have 
encountered some difficulties with the West Berkshire Building Control and 
Planning regulations.  Hopefully these will soon be resolved and we can start to 
occupy and use our fantastic new teaching rooms. 

Hopefully you are aware that Brookfields School also runs a SISS programme 
(Specialist Inclusion Support Services) across a geographical area of West 
Berkshire, advising colleagues, professionals and parents of pupils with Special 
Educational Needs.  This service is headed up, brilliantly, by Kate Dimbleby with 
her team of 7 consultants.  Currently, support is for thirty seven pupils in twenty 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
 

We have all enjoyed a busy term in Early 
Years and Key Stage 1.  The children (and 
staff) who joined us in September have 
settled well into their new classes.  

This term we have been learning about 
‘Celebrations.’ We have chosen shiny and 
crinkly paper to wrap pretend gifts, baked 
delicious birthday cakes to share with our 
friends, heard the story of Diwali and been 
very brave while watching the loud 
fireworks on the Smartboard.  During the 
term we have also been busy exploring 
different stories. Yellow class have loved 
the ‘Humpty Dumpty Ice Cream’ rhyme 
while Blue Class have been bravely 
tiptoeing into the pretend ‘narrow, gloomy 
cave’ to find the bears and dinosaurs! 
Green Class found a huge troll hiding 
under the bridge in their story all about ‘The 
Billy Goats Gruff’ and Red Class put on 
their wellies before splashing through the 
river and stomping through the forest to 
find the BIG bear!  

It has been wonderful to see so many 
families for our monthly stay and play 
sessions. We all enjoyed making collage 
Humpty Dumpty pictures before listening to 
and performing the different rhymes from 
our Nursery Rhyme Challenge.  We have 
continued to run our ‘All Join In’ sessions 
our group for parents and carers new to 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 and have 
enjoyed listening to and sharing ideas with 
the parents involved.  

The children sparkled and twinkled in our 
Christmas Nativity play all about Jesus’ 
birthday party and we are very proud of 
them all. We enjoyed our annual visit to 
Highdown School where the 6th Form 
create an amazing party for all of the 
children in Early Years. The highlight of the 
trip was a visit from Santa!  

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.   

Kathryn Sykes 
Early Years Teacher 

Around the Key Stages 
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Key Stage 2 
 

Time flies by as usual and as I write this the staff and pupils are working hard in 
preparation for ‘Cinderella’. We have joined forces this year with the Creative Arts team 
and our joint venture looks very exciting!! Classes have been busy as usual so here’s a 
quick round up. 

Purple 

Purple class have been working hard to 
develop their tactile skills and Amy, 
Ashleigh and Owen have moved into 
phase 3 and now enjoy getting messy! 

 

 

White 

White Class had fun out and about on the 
bus and were lucky enough to experience 
a traditional roast dinner at the Toby 
Carvery - all free of charge!  Pupils 
enjoyed a food quiz, raising awareness of 
healthy eating and were all encouraged to 
wear chefs hats and order their food 
independently.  

All of the pupils loved the experience and 
all are eager to go back for a second visit! 

 

 

Pink 

During our day out in November we went 
to the Trampoline Centre in Bracknell 

We had a lot of fun and it was a new 
experience for us. 

We also went to the Garden centre to 
absorb the Christmas atmosphere.  

 

 

 

 

Orange 

Orange class have enjoyed cooking this 
year. They have made cakes, biscuits, jelly 
and marshmallows.  They made cheese 
straws for the Russell the Mouse’s party.  
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Sky 

Sky class have enjoyed a trip to the garden 
centre to look at the decorations and to see 
the Reindeer.  They then enjoyed lunch at 
pizza hut! 

 

 

 

 

 

Indigo 

This has been a very busy term for Indigo class - we have been 
learning all about Celebrations! We visited Toby Cavery for a 
Sunday Roast and a great time was had by all. We have also been 
very busy in the garden learning all about Autumn and Winter! 

 

 

Our topic next term is Dungeons and Dragons ! 

As ever I thank you for your continued support and wish you all a 
merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year. 

Jo Farley and all the Key Stage 2 staff. 

Key Stage 3 
 

It’s been a very productive term in Key Stage 3!  

Our theme ‘Reach for the Stars’ has inspired both the staff and students to develop some 
very exciting work and classrooms are full of wonderful displays, showing the vast range 
of activities pupils have been involved with.  

Many of you will already know that we ran two very exciting cross curricula days this 
term. The first, entitled ‘The disappearance of Mrs Attra’ created a huge stir in the Key 
Stage. Pupils spent the day investigating evidence, interviewing witnesses, exploring 
alien residue and there was even an alien control base in the drama studio!  

Our second cross curricula day focused on Modern Foreign Languages. Pupils ‘went 
around the world’, learning about different countries, speaking in different languages and 
also participating in activities associated with countries such as Mexico, China and 
Japan. The Showing Assembly at the end of the day was extremely interesting, seeing 
the presentation of activities such as Irish Dancing, a French Café drama scene, Sushi 
making and Day of the Dead skull designs!  

Also this term, Mrs Raw took her two English groups, Rowling and Rosen, to the 
planetarium in Winchester. They had a fantastic day out, and I know the day has given 
them lots of inspiration for writing.  

Middleton class have continued their weekly visits to the woods with Mr Maycock, giving 

(Continued from page 3) 
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them opportunity for independent learning, problem solving and team work. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to welcome Jackie Harris back to Middleton Class after being 
off school for several months - we’re very pleased to have you back!  

Finally, we are having a big drive on ‘Storytelling’ this year across the school and Key 
Stage 3 has so far really enjoyed thinking how we can enhance story telling in our 
department. Teachers have been telling stories with props, sound effects, interactive/call 
and response techniques and ICT to enrich their lessons. We have included storytelling 
into many of our assemblies, and also our ‘Celebrate Diwali’ afternoon, which also 
incorporated food tasting, pattern making and meditation.   

Now Christmas is nearly upon us, staff and pupils have been busy preparing 
celebrations. Many of Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 are involved in a carol service that 
will also include scenes the children have been working on in their drama lessons.   

Tarrant class will also be performing songs and a call and response assembly adapted 
from the film Frozen.  

Finally, we’d like to say a big ‘well done’ to our Stars of Key Stage 3; Daniel M., Sam T., 
Andrea R. and Casie B.  We very much look forward to seeing who will become our Stars 
next term…. 

Pauline Snowdon / Angie Hunt and  
the Key Stage 3 Team. 

Key Stage 4 
 

We have had another busy term in Key Stage 4.  All students have been working hard 
whether their curriculum involves Personal Progress tasks, Entry Levels or GCSE’s. 
Students taking part in GCSE English, Maths and Art in year 11 are in the final stages of 
preparation to ensure they are ready for their May/June exams.  We have also had 
several students out on a range of work experience placements ranging from Sainsbury’s 
to a local café and the school kitchens.  We continue to get extremely positive feedback 
from all those involved. 

Christmas activities 

We have several activities planned for the last week of term.  All staff and students are 
really looking forward to them. Some activities include; Going to London to see Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory on Wednesday 17

th
 December, cooking our own department 

Christmas dinner on the 18
th
 December an and Yattendon class hosting a cinema 

afternoon.  I am sure everyone will enjoy these activities and know that we will all be 
ready for the Christmas break following the busy last week. 

Thirtover Place – Key Stage 4 overnight trip 

In September Key Stage 4 went 
on an overnight trip to Thirtover 
Place. Students arrived at school 
with their bags and were 
transported to Thirtover Place in 
Cold Ash.  

All students took part in a range 
of team activities such as digital 
scavenger hunts, low ropes 
courses, and team games. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Following an evening meal there was a campfire (with marshmallows!) and a chance to 
sing songs and tell stories before students finally went to bed. Students either camped 
outside in tents or slept in rooms indoors. 

All students made great achievements, some examples were: overcoming their fears 
about staying away, camping for the first time and developing new friendships.  

Feedback from staff, students and parents has been very positive and we hope this is 
something we can run again in future years! 

Mapledurham Class 

Mapledurham Class have made a great start to Key Stage 4 and are settling in well to the 
routines of Year 10. 

This year we are trying something new, and every morning we all (staff included) write 
down something that has made us feel good in the last 24 hours. Some days are much 
easier than others, but we are so proud of everyone for really embracing this and doing 
their best to think of their good thing every day. We display these on our classroom door, 
so do come and have a look! 

Some of our good things this term: 

Connor – I felt happy to show my art work 

Cameron – My family liked the chilli-non-carne I made at school 

Lewis – I enjoyed seeing my uncle 

Luke – I had pizza for dinner 

Jake – I enjoyed getting ticks in Maths 

Owen – We came third in the football tournament 

Ewan – I went out for dinner 

James – I enjoyed working with Englefield Class 

Levi – I respected the cows! 

Sulham Class 

This term, Sulham class have joined with 
Tarrant, Middleton and Ola's Class to take 
part in a call and response assembly based 
on Disney's Frozen. Each Friday we dress 
up in our special costumes and meet in the 
6th Form Hall to sing songs and rhymes. It 
has been great to get these classes 
together for an assembly that is accessible 
for everyone. 

Yattendon class 

Yattendon were invited to sing Christmas carols at Covea’s HQ in Reading.  This 
coincided with the Covea Christmas Fayre which included a range of activities and stalls 
selling festive produce.  The choir was very well received and the Brookfields Enterprise 
stall also proved popular.  Some of the proceeds from the fayre are to be presented to the 
school and Covea hope to extend their links in the future.   

As part of the Way2Work careers programme Yattendon class worked in teams to plan 
an ‘in school based’ Apprentice style enterprise activity to make as much money as 
possible from £10.  The groups are called; Team Awesome, Team Platinum and Ultimate 
Alliance.   

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Each team has come up with a different project.  

 Team Awesome are making and then selling milkshakes and homemade lemonade. 

 Team Platinum are making and selling cakes. 

 Ultimate Alliance are running a cinema afternoon for Key Stage 4 students. 

All these activities are taking place during the Christmas week so I would like to wish 
them the best of luck. 

Englefield Class 

Englefield class were invited to St Mark’s 
Church, Englefield to take part in Swings 
and Smiles’ Candlelight Carol Concert.  As a 
part of their Arts Award qualification, 
students devised their own version of the 
story The Little Match Girl in this half term’s 
weekly drama sessions.  Demonstrating 
fantastic teamwork and courage, this 
talented group of students performed their 
ensemble piece to a packed out 
congregation.  Well done Englefield! 

Celebration evening 2014 

It was fantastic to see students past and present receiving their certificates at the 
presentation evening from a variety of different guests.  We had a large number of 
parents and carers come along to support the event and hopefully parents were as proud 
as the staff of the successes of our young people. Alongside the more traditional 
achievements we also celebrated students success whilst out on work experience. This is 
evidence of the importance Key Stage 4 and 6

th
 Form put on helping our students 

become as employable as possible when they leave us. 

Diary Dates 

Duke of Edinburgh 

 Night away – Friday 24
th
 April 

 Practice expedition – Thursday 30
th
 April/ Friday 1

st
 May 

 Final assessed expedition – Thursday 25
th
/ Friday 26

th
 June 

Residentials 

 Sulham class and 6
th
 Form (Blaen Wern, West Wales) – 18

th
-22

nd
 May 

 Yattendon, Englefield, Mapledurham and 6
th
 form (Atlantic College, South Wales) – 

8
th
 – 12

th
 June 

Careers events 

This year careers week will be spread over 7 days: 

 Thursday 18
th
 and 19

th
 June 2015 

 Monday 29
th
 June – Friday 3

rd
 July 2015 

GCSE exams 

 Art – 6,7,8
th
 May 2015 

 English – 2
nd

 June 2015 

 Maths – 4
th
 and 8

th
 June 2015 (Students taking part in the Maths exams will still be 

able to attend residential) 

David Maycock 
Head of Key Stage 4 
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6
th

 Form 
Another year has literally flown by as the students prepare themselves for the festivities 
of Christmas.  

This term the students have been enjoying a variety of activities – college on Friday 
mornings and Wednesday afternoons, PE, swimming on site, Rebound Therapy and gym 
sessions continue to be popular activities and also help our students to build and 
maintain their levels of fitness.  The students have also had opportunities to go shopping 
at local supermarkets, learn about countryside skills at the Earth Trust in Tadley and take 
part in swimming sessions at the Central Pool in Reading. 

All 6th Form students are taking part in the Town Training programme, completing 
exercises designed to improve their independent living skills.  We anticipate that 6 
students will be travelling independently by the end of the school year. 

Unfortunately our long standing link with The Willink School in Burghfield has been put on 
hold due to their timetable changes, however we have now begun to forge links with the 
Castle School and have visited their 6th Form run Snack Bar on several occasions. In 
2015 we will continue to meet with the Castle students and I hope to contact other 
schools in the area with the intention of taking part in joint leisure and social activities.  

In September the 6th Form students held a Coffee Morning in aid of the MacMillan 
Cancer Support; with your help we raised £270 for this worthwhile cause. Thank you for 
your support. 

Three students, Stephanie, Callum and Alice attended a Talentino Workshop on 
November 14

th
 at the Price Waterhouse Coopers Office located in central Reading. The 

workshop was about Career Development in Special Schools.  The Students went along 
with examples of work experience materials they use as part of a" work experience 
surgery”- to share with others, to talk about their own work experiences placements, and 
to answer any questions.  All three performed brilliantly and spoke clearly and confidently 
to a group of education professionals. They were a credit to themselves and the school. 

Sandy’s Class : Dragons Den Project 

We have been very busy completing a challenge designed to give the students the 
opportunity to put in to practice some of the work skills they have acquired.  We often talk 
about the skills and qualities employers’ value and seek out in an employee; this project 
has enabled them to identify and use these skills in a practical situation.  The students 
were put into small groups and asked to form a company.  Each company then thought of 
a product they could make and sell in order to make a profit. (All proceeds going to 6th 
Form Fund) The whole process involved the students working together as a team, 
problem solving, devising customer surveys, working out costs and profit margins, 
reviewing and analysing, working independently, following instructions, taking 
responsibility for their work as well as improving their ICT, Numeracy and Literacy Skills. 
The final lesson involved them taking part in a Dragons Den type activity where they had 
to showcase and pitch their product to the Dragon (Mr. Mills).  All the students performed 
brilliantly and impressed the Dragon so much that he was unable to make a clear 
decision on who was the winning company, which meant that the “successful team was 
drawn out of a hat”.  The students enjoyed taking part in this project and learned some 
valuable skills along the way. 
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Tricia and Ola’s Class : Food Glorious Food 

Tricia and Ola’s class immensely enjoyed their art work this term. Potatoes were used to 
make these fantastic potato people. We had lots of fun by using different sweets to make 
all the various features.  

We also made salt dough Christmas decorations.  We had a great time making the 
different shapes mostly by using various shape cutters. After being in the oven, and 
cooling down once hardened, we were able to decorate. Paint and glitter helped to finish 
and create the perfect Christmas spirit. What a great addition to our families Christmas 
trees. 

Alice’s Class 

This year, we have been joined by a number of students from Key Stage 4, as well as 
from other schools and existing 6th Form students. The class have settled in well to life in 
the 6th Form and enjoyed a range of activities. 

In November, as part of our work towards the Arts Award, our class and Sandy’s class 
visited the Stanley Spencer Museum in Cookham.  We were given a tour of the museum, 

(Continued on page 10) 

Potato People 

The Pot Masters preparing 
their Christmas containers 

The Fresh Baking Company 
preparing their bread rolls 

The Tasty Choc Company 
looking at their recipe for 

Chocolate Crispies 
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where we learned about Spencer’s life, and looked at his artwork.  We were then taken 
on a guided tour of Cookham and were able to visit the places featured in his paintings.  
We also had a very nice lunch in the local pub! 

As well as this, many of the students have taken part in Work Experience placement and 
the links course with Reading College, all supporting our aim to maximise every student’s 
opportunities for employment in the future.  

Ceri & Helen’s Class 

This year we have completed lots of different activities. Students have taken part in a 
recycling project, collecting items that can be recycled, sorting them and taking them to a 
local recycling bank. Students have learnt about the environment and what we can do to 
make it a better place.  

Students took part in a bake off, making cakes and cookies during one of their cookery 
lessons.  

Students have been learning about work experience and getting themselves ready for 
their placements. They have learnt about looking after themselves, what to wear, how to 
act and behave while on work experience.  

The group have taken part in rebound sessions where all involved have enjoyed the 
different weekly challenges of rebound.  

Students are busy planning the 6th Form Christmas party.  They have devised a 
Christmas quiz, planned a buffet, shopped for the food and will be making the snacks and 
drinks ready for the party.  Students have organised the games and activities and a disco 
too.  

Ottillie working on the I.C.T. course at 
Reading College 

Zara sorting curlers on her placement at 
Roberta’s Hair and Beauty Salon 
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Accreditation 

We use the ASDAN board to accredit our students work. This year we have introduced a 
new higher level qualification designed to challenge some of our more able students. 
ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) will run alongside ASDAN Personal 
Progress and ASDAN Bronze Award. 

Ten students left at the end of the summer with a Personal Progress qualification, three of 
these students also achieved ASDAN Bronze credits. A further four students have 
recently been awarded the Full ASDAN Bronze Award. 

We will continue to research qualifications and courses in order to ensure that our 
students are achieving their full potential and that this is being rewarded and accredited 
appropriately. 

We are looking forward to 2015 where the students will continue to access a wide range 
of activities. A different group will be going to college on Wednesdays and Fridays, a 
group of students will be using the Community Centre on a Wednesday mornings, where 
they will shop for ingredients in order to prepare their own lunch and another group will 
take part in WRL lessons at Newbury Rugby Club and Englefield Nursery. 

Students in the 6th Form spend increasing amounts of time taking part in activities 
designed to promote greater independence and maturity. Students who attend the 
College Links Courses are encouraged to use the college facilities as independently as 
possible. They are supported, when necessary, to choose and pay for their own lunch 
and drink. Although initially the students may find this quite challenging, in time and with 
practise they usually manage to do this with minimal staff support.  

Staff are currently organising residential trips for the summer term. This year a combined 
group of Key Stage 4 and 6th Form students have the opportunity to visit Atlantic College 
for a week of outdoor activities. Blaen Wern Farm provides an option for students in need 
of a less physically challenging week away. Letters have been sent home regarding both 
trips, please contact the school if you require any further information, or if you have 
misplaced the form, there are still places left. 

It’s Christmas! 

A range of Christmas activities are planned with a group of staff and students going for 
lunch followed by bowling at Theale Bowl whilst another group will go to the Showcase 
Cinema at Winnersh to view a festive film.  

The 6th Form will keep with tradition and prepare their own Christmas Lunch and invite a 
few special guests to this fun occasion. This year’s lunch will be held on December 16th.  

On the afternoon of Thursday 18th December the students will have the opportunity to 
enjoy a Disco with the students of Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 3. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and on behalf 
of the staff and students of the 6th Form would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

Sandy Boyle  
Head of 6th Form 
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We have continued to develop our network of employers. This has now grown into a 
really proactive and supportive network of employers that are able to offer a range of 
different work experience placements for our students. 

Employers who have offered placements this term include The Link Café, Downsway 
School, ISS Catering, Food Kick, Thames Valley Police, The Age Concern Charity shop, 
Tilehurst Children’s Centre, Sainsburys, Reading Buses and Roberta’s Hairdressers. We 
are looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our 
students when they undertake their work based learning experiences. We will provide 
training for you as well as extended DBS checks which are essential for safeguarding 
purposes.  

If you feel you can offer a morning/afternoon a week please contact me on 
jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

I would like to thank everyone for their continuing support 

Happy Christmas Everyone 

Julie Grant, Amy Wildman and the Way to Work Team 

mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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This term has been an incredibly busy one for the 
Sensory Resource Team but it has been lovely to 
welcome Joanna Fullicks, QTVI, and Neel Wilson, 
QTMSI, to support the team in delivering the curriculum 
adapted for the sensory resource pupils as effectively as 
ever. We also welcome Ellie Davies as Sensory 
Processing Consultant who is working with pupils across 
the school and supporting them in developing appropriate 
sensory diets throughout the day.  

Some pupils are always competitive and some have been 
vying with their Interveners as is the case with Chandon 
and Tina Hancock, to practice and become competent in 
Braille!  We are lucky to have 2 new interveners, Danielle 
Murphy, based currently in Primary and Sam Walker in 
Secondary.  Welcome! 

We are saying ‘Good Luck’ but not ‘Good bye’ to Emma 
Davies who will leave the Resource in January to prepare 
for the birth of her first baby. We wish Emma and David 
all the very best as they start this new chapter in their 
lives. 

On behalf of the Sensory Resource Team I would both like to say a huge “Thank-You!” 
for all your support during the changes to the team and “We wish you a Very Merry 
Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous new Year!” 

Pupils have been enjoying Rebound 
Therapy which Linda Coyle (Sensory 

Resource Specialist Practitioner) runs on a 
Wednesday. 

Eleanor Greaves our QTHI continues to 
lead Sign and Sign throughout Primary 

which is popular not just with pupils with 
Hearing Impairments but with all other 

pupils too! KS2 pupils from White Class 
led the singing and signing of this 
favourite at the Harvest Festival ! 

Independent travel programmes 
continue with Sue Stevenson 
our Habilitation and Mobility 
Specialist for pupils in the 

Secondary part of the school.  
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A quiet term in PE as several of the 
traditional sports tournaments have been 
moved to later in the year, in the hope for 
nicer weather. 

As part of PE lessons there have been 
offsite trips to Adventure Dolphin and 
Mapledurham Tennis Centre for Key Stage 
3 classes and Central swimming pool as 
part of the Key Stage 3 and 4 PE 
curriculums.  There was also a trip to 
Adventure Dolphin for Sutton Class to 
compete against Castle School in archery 
and wall climbing events to celebrate the 
International Day of People with Disability. 

For Duke of Edinburgh Year 11 pupils have 
been working on their navigation skills for 
their expedition and have made plans to 
complete their first aid.  In February the 
pupils are going to Adventure Dolphin to 
begin canoeing lessons to help complete 
the physical and expedition sections of the 
award. 

In November, 13 pupils from secondary 
went to the Madejski Dome to compete in a 
football tournament, in which both teams came third out of six in their respective 
leagues. Callum B., Mohammed K. and Mark H. took part in a Paralympic Sports 
Festival at Theale Green Community School and were delighted to walk away with 
bronze medals for their 3

rd
 place finish.  

Unfortunately sports day was abandoned half way through due to the rain but we 
managed to finish most events over the next few weeks to determine the winner - with 
Thames winning for the first time in at least 5 years!! 

 

SCHOOLCOMMS 
If you are signed up to Schoolcomms please remember to keep school office 
updated with your mobile and home phone number. 

If you also receive emails please keep us informed of your up to date email 
address. 

Anyone not receiving information this way and would like to, feel free to ask 
for a form.    This is a very good way of communicating quickly and directly! 
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The Brookfields School Council has met several times this term and we have discussed a 
wide range of issues. We’ve talked about what is going on at school. Mrs Bernie came to 
talk to us about being a ‘Rights Respecting School’ and the School Council made some 
decisions about what we would try to do for each of the 10 statements. Finally Kerrie 
Cole from ISS - our school dinner suppliers - met with us to discuss school dinners. We 
were able to tell her the dishes we liked, the dishes we don’t like and what we would 
change about the dinner menu.  

 

Well done to each class representative and I look forward to seeing you after Christmas 
at our next School Council meeting. 

Mrs Strudley  

It has been another term of huge 
achievement for the RDA group with all 
members receiving varied grades. They 
were as followed; 
Saffie, Callum and Matty all received their 
Grade 1 in Horse Care and Riding. 
Cameron, Tayla, Emily all received their 
Grade 2 in Horse Care and Riding. Jared 
received his Grade 2 in Riding. Samuel 
received his Grade 2 in Horse Care and was 
the first pupil from Brookfields to receive his 
Grade 3 in Riding. 
In order to celebrate their achievements 
RDA pupils had a Christmas party which 
included the all important novelty jumpers 
and decorated riding helmet! 
There will be places available next term as 
Tayla, Emily, Cameron and Saffie are 
leaving the group. 
Well done to all the riders for their 
impressive achievements! 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from Kerrie Byers, Lisa James and all the 
staff at RDA.  

Kerrie Byers and all the staff from RDA. 

Riding for the Disabled 
Association (RDA) 
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As always it has been a busy term in after 
school club, and has flown by. 

We have had some new children start who 
have all settled in well. 

Tracey Haskell is also new to After School 
Club as Deputy Manager.  Tracey will be 
working lots with the older children in the 
2

nd
 group we run in 6th Form. 

We have got two special birthdays this term
- Molly H. who turned 18 in November and 
Alice L. who turns 18 this month.  We had a 
One Direction party for Molly and 
everybody had a great time!  

We have had lots of children make it on to 
our ‘reach for the stars’ board this term. We 
are really proud of all the children who have 
got their names on there.  But we can only 
have two children to win and this term it is 
Harry C. for all the amazing progress he is 
making, and Saul T. for the help he gave 
and his involvement in our dance group we 
hold every Friday.  

The children have enjoyed their art this 
term, especially riding their bikes through 
paint and making some great track marks.  

We have had lots of helpers in the kitchen 
also helping to make their snacks and 
puddings!  

The last After School Club session is 
Thursday 18

th
 December and we will back 

again on Tuesday 6
th
 January. 

From all of us at After School Club we hope 
you have a fabulous Christmas and we will 
see you all in the New Year! 

Lisa Klatt 
Manager, After School Club 
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Julie Johnson, our ELSA (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant)  and Joan Ball 
(West Berkshire Outreach Team)  
provided another successful 2 day SIBS  
event on Saturday 22/Nov/14 and  
Saturday 29/Nov/14 at Brookfields School.   

The two days provided the 12 siblings who 
participated the chance to make new 
friends, have fun and learn more about their 
brother or sister's learning difficulty. Siblings were given the opportunity to socialise and 
through discussions, fun activities and games were able to talk about their feelings and 
experiences with other siblings. 

We are hoping to run another SIBS event in May 2015. If you would like further 
information about SIBS please contact Sophie McKim smckim@brookfields.w-
berks.sch.uk. 

A big thank you to all of you who donated items for this year’s Christmas Bazaar.  Once 
again, it was a fantastic day and raised over £2000. We had many craft and jewellery 
stalls, the usual tombola’s and the children’s games room.  The very tall man was in 
attendance, walking around amusing everyone with his balloon animals and ducking 
under doors, although he did bump his head once or twice!  

The smell of bacon and sausages cooking was very enticing so the queue for 
refreshments was rather long at times. Homemade soup was also on the menu as were 
iced shortbread biscuits. 

There were lots of items at the silent auction, which raised over £200. The huge jar of 
sweets was won by Tierney Bishop who correctly guessed that there were 245 sweets in 
it. Mr and Mrs Santa were won by a friend of Mrs Snowden and Winnie the Pooh is now 
living at Mr Jukes house as he was the closest to guessing Winnie’s  birthday date. 

Mrs Attra won the Christmas cake which was made and decorated by Pam (our previous 
cook) and the Bonus Ball winners were Mrs Karen Owen and Miss Ashton Collins. 
Number 8 was the winning number so they both receive £25. Brookfields pupils helped 
man the Mencap stall and their Hamper was won by Mrs Crawford (Alonza’s mum). 

Now on to the raffle winners! There were more that fifteen prizes this year. First prize of 
the ‘Camera’ was won by Amelia Bull, second prize ‘The photo shoot’, was won by Mrs 
Louise Bedwell, and the ‘Christmas Hamper’ went to Mrs Dawn Chescoe. 

Our next events are a Valentine’s disco on Friday 13th February and the Family 
Barbeque on Saturday 27

th
 June. Keep the dates free and come and have some fun. 

More information will be sent home closer to the time. 

 We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and look forward to seeing 
you at next year’s events. 

Jenny Marshall  
Chair of Brookfields PTA 

Supporting and Including 
Brothers and Sisters 

mailto:smckim@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:smckim@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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SUPPORT AT HOME – Christmas Holiday 

 
Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, can work with you at home to implement 
programmes to help children with autism. Please feel you can contact Marnie to discuss 
problems and to arrange home visits during the Christmas holiday. However, should you 
have a serious problem managing your child at home and someone is at risk, we urge 
you to dial 999. You can also call the police on 101, on that number you will get to talk to 
the police directly. They will arrange with you how best to help you in the situation; they 
may decide it is an emergency and activate an emergency call out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL JOIN IN Parent Group Dates 

 

This Early Years parent group will 

continue to meet on the following 

Tuesdays next term, 11.30am – 1pm. 

We will continue to share ideas about 

working with our special children and 

learn from each other. 

 
13/Jan/15,   27/Jan/15,   10/Feb/15,    

3/Mar/15,   17/Mar/15 

Advice and support during the Christmas Holiday 

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker 07964 405 885  

Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker 07594 421 908 

ABSS        07553 951 235 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help  

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 01344 786543 
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On the run up to Christmas Youth Club 
members have been extremely busy; from 
Bowling to Halloween parties to movie 
night and Christmas trips. 

The club’s annual Halloween party was 
the best yet. All the members made an impressive effort with costumes and thoroughly 
scared the staff! There was music all night along with various games such as bobbing for 
apples, the famous Doughnut Game and a slime bucket, which involved our members 
digging through “brains” to get to their sweet treat at the bottom! 

With Reading Bowl now closed in Calcot, our members descended upon Thatcham’s 
bowling alley for a night of spares and strikes. After the release of the new Transformers 
film Youth Club thought a movie night was in order - popcorn included of course! 

The Christmas trip this year was chosen by the members with a trip to McDonalds 
finished off with a Christmas disco! All the members looked amazing in their Christmas 
jumpers and showing off their moves rocking around the Christmas tree! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  
From Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson  

and all the staff at youth club! 

Diary Dates 

Tues 6th Jan Pupils return 

Wed 7th Jan Coffee Morning 

Tues 13th Jan All Join In Parenting Group 

Tues 27th Jan All Join In Parenting Group 

Wed 4th Feb Coffee Morning 

Tues 10th Feb All Join In Parenting Group 

16th—20th Feb Half Term Holidays 

Mon 23rd Feb Pupils return 

Thurs 26th Feb Communication course for parents 

Tues 3rd Mar All Join In Parenting Group 

Wed 4th Mar Coffee Morning 

Thurs 5th Mar Communication course for parents 

Tues 10th Mar Progress Evening 

Thurs 12th Mar Communication course for parents 

Tues 17th Mar All Join In Parenting Group 

Thurs 19th Mar Communication course for parents 

Thurs 26th Mar Communication course for parents 

Wed 1st Apr Coffee Morning 

Thurs 2nd Apr END OF TERM 

3rd—20th Apr Easter Holidays 

Tues 21st Apr Pupils return 

Term Dates 2014 - 2015 

Term 2 
Tue 4th November 2014 -
Fri 19th December 2014  

34 days 

Holiday 
Mon 22nd December 2014 
- Mon 5th January 2014 

 

Term 3 
Tue 6th January 2015 -
Fri 13th February 2015  

29 Days 

Holiday 
Mon 16th February 2015 
- Fri 20th February 2015 

 

Term 4 
Mon 23rd February 2015 
- Thur 2nd April 2015  

29 Days 

Holiday 
Fri 3rd April 2015 -  
Mon 20th April 2015 

 

Term 5 
Tue 21st April 2015 –  
Fri 22nd May 2015  

23 Days 

Holiday 
Mon 25th May 2015–  
Fri 29th May 2015 

 

Term 6 
Mon 1st June 2015 - 
Wed 22nd July 2015  

38 Days 

 
Pupils return Wed 

2nd September 2015 
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three schools.  The visits, advice and support plans require tremendous 
organisation, SEN knowledge and time to complete.  This service is not only 
recognised by the governors and me as enormously important but also by the 
Local Authority.  All evaluations from the schools are very positive, often citing the 
support and advice given as invaluable. 

The festive season is now upon us and last week we saw a new event for the 
school - a secondary school ‘Creative Arts’ afternoon, celebrating the work that is 
completed in class.  Students’ art work including ceramics, gifts and canvases 
were displayed, drama sketches re-enacted, and choir performances and poetry 
were all part of the afternoon’s show.  All parents and carers who attended were 
very complimentary about individual achievements and the very different event.  
Much of the work formed part of our Artsmark Award portfolio and GCSE Art 
coursework. 

The Early Years and Key Stage 1 Nativity Play was beautifully presented to a 
large family audience.  All the pupils took part, dressed in amazing costumes and 
many had learnt a number of different songs.  Congratulations to the staff and 
pupils of Early Years and Key Stage 1.  It is always such a delight to observe 
such young pupils exhibiting such confidence! 

The story of Cinderella took on a whole new slant as Key Stage 2 enthusiastically 
bought it to life!  The pupils and staff demonstrated considerable acting, dancing 
and singing skills as every pupil became involved as the story was told.  Once 
again, the scenery, music and costumes were magnificent as each class 
performed their part confidently and with enormous smiles on their faces!  
Congratulations Key Stage 2! 

In addition to these productions, we have a number of other Christmas events 
including parties, a disco, cinema trips, a visit to London to see ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory’ for Key Stage 4 students and many, many Christmas lunches 
are being prepared and cooked. 

We will finish on Friday morning with a whole school assembly to celebrate 
Christmas to enable staff and pupils throughout the school to come together and 
watch and listen to each others’ performances.  This is always a wonderful 
assembly despite being very squashed into our hall! 

This has been a long tiring term; many new initiatives have been introduced and 
staff have embraced them wholeheartedly.  As usual, staff here at Brookfields 
have demonstrated their professional, hard working commitment to the school 
and its pupils – they truly are an amazing team of people! 

May I now take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your 
continued support and wish you the very best for a healthy and safe Christmas 
and New Year holiday. 

Just a reminder – pupils return on Tuesday 6
th
 

January 2015!! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Headteacher’s Message 


