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May 2015 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Headteacher’s Report Spring Term – May 2015 

Looking back through my diary I have been amazed by the number of varied activities that 

have taken place this half term. Across the school exciting new initiatives are taking place 

and established activities continue to develop both independence and life skills. 

Along with the rest of the nation Brookfields pupils were involved with the elections earlier 

this month. Students decided upon Party names, colours, manifestoes and presented their 

policies in assembly. Voting followed the national routines and a clear winner emerged! The 

‘Believe’ party (Englefield class) won conclusively and they have presented their wishes for a 

school day: non uniform, longer break time and a mix of classes and lessons for some! 

The secondary students involved with the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme were 

presented with their awards at a ceremony at St. Bart’s School, Newbury, where family and 

friends were able to share in the celebrations. This year’s group have completed their first 

test expedition, canoeing to and camping overnight at Wallingford before the return journey. 

An amazing achievement – well done! 

A group of students also represented Brookfields at the Kennet Games returning to school 

with an amazing haul of bronze, silver and gold medals! They demonstrated great sporting 

skills plus team work and encouragement of each other throughout. 

We also held a 6th Form Open Evening to inform parents and carers of younger students 

about the courses and learning opportunities on offer in our 6th Form. This was tremendously 

well attended and requests for places are significantly higher for next year! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Kerrie Byers (Specialist Teaching Assistant) 

and Darren Cunliffe (our Caretaker) for organising the second Brookfields 24 hour 

Swimathon over the May bank holiday. Staff, friends of the school, parents and children all 

took part to raise money for the school Youth Club - an amazing feat and so far £300 has 

been collected. Well done to all involved. 

At this time of year our residential trips start to go out from school. I am sure you appreciate 

the amount of effort and organisation these events take to plan. Many staff commit time and 

energy to ensure the activities are a great success. Key Stage 3 revisited PGL in Swindon 

last week and experienced zip wires, quad bikes, archery and climbing walls as well as 

staying in rooms with friends and eating in a vast noisy canteen. They all had a great time 

and returned to school exhausted but full of tales of achievement and new experiences. Key 

stage 4 and some 6th Form students are currently at the farm in Wales we use and sadly the 

weather has not been kind to them so far. Let’s hope it improves. After half term the last 
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residential trip to Atlantic College will take place – another exhausting but rewarding week! 

My thanks to all staff who co-ordinate, organise and take part in these trips as they are 

invaluable. 

Two more notable events to inform you of are our Early Years Moderation and our Artsmark 

work. Moderators from West Berkshire visited us last week to have a very thorough look and 

check of the work being done in Early Years. Work was assessed, Learning Journey’s 

examined, data analysed, staff questioned, pupils observed and everything was scruitinised. 

The feedback and comments were excellent. Sara Avenell, Head of Early Years and her 

team are to be thoroughly congratulated.  “It was all fantastic” was the quote as the 

moderators left. Well done to the team in Early Years. 

Earlier this half term Charlotte Olbrecht, Head of Creative Arts and I went to London for the 

launch of the new Artsmark pilot. Brookfields has been selected to be part of this new, very 

exciting project funded by the Arts Council. To be part of this pilot is a real honour and 

although our Creative Arts Team now have a lot of work to collate it is such an opportunity to 

showcase the amazing work our pupils do here at Brookfields. Just yesterday Trevor Harris 

came to visit the school and the team were able to share the work so far completed. He also 

had a tour of the school and was very complimentary about everything he witnessed. Staff 

need to work within a tight time frame work but I am hoping we will be successful and be 

able to add Artsmark to our ever growing list of achievements. 

I have been working with both the Senior Leadership Team and Governors throughout this 

year to ensure we employ the very best teachers and support staff we can to educate, care 

for and teach your children. Starting in September 2015, we have appointed a new teacher 

for the primary department and a new Deputy Headteacher who you know already! I am 

delighted to inform you that following a difficult, long day of tasks and interviews Catherine 

Bernie was appointed as our third Deputy Head. On 21/5/15 we interview again for new 

Assistant Headteachers. As a result of this re-structure, roles and responsibilities will be re-

allocated. I will inform you after half term about the results of these changes. 

I hope you all have a safe and relaxing half term break, please note pupils return to school 

on Monday 1st June. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Headland 

Headteacher 

 


