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Headteacher’s Message 

Spring 2015 

Several members of staff have commented in this newsletter about how busy this 

term has been.  It has also flown by! 

The photographs and text clearly illustrate the wide range of activities, trips out 

and experiences our pupils have enjoyed.  Indeed, so many photographs show 

smiling faces, concentration and a determination to succeed. 

In February, I was delighted to be invited to the House of Lords for the annual 

Mental Health Award event.  Although Brookfields did not win an award we were 

invited in recognition of work we have contributed locally.  Both Catherine Bernie 

and Sarah Strudley are to complete Mental Health First Aid training later this year 

as we recognise it is such an important aspect of many students’ lives. 

Earlier this month I also attended the annual West Berkshire Headteachers’ 

conference in Poole. The lead speaker was James Nottingham, he delivered a 

thought provoking day examining ‘How children make progress’.  There were 

many ideas and tips that could be brought back into school to ensure we deliver 

the very best for all of our pupils. 

This term we have had several visitors to school.  David Ramsden, Headteacher 

of Little Heath, came and spent two hours looking around the school and site.  He 

met many pupils and left with a very positive view of Brookfields, including the 

range of opportunities on offer.  He was amazed by the broad curriculum offered 

from age 3 right through to 19. 

I am pleased to report that much closer links are being established between 

ourselves and our sister school, The Castle in Newbury.  We have had meetings 

to discuss finances, pupil numbers, the curriculum and have had successful joint 

moderations of work.  I hope to see this develop over the coming years. 

 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
In Early Years and Key Stage 1 this term, 
children have regularly visited  nearby 
woodland, “Forest School”, to experience 
and explore an exciting outdoor 
environment.  This opportunity has 
enhanced and enriched the children’s 
learning, with activities such as digging for 
worms, collecting differently shaped leaves 
and feeling tree bark.  We have been 
learning about the topic of “Underground” 
this term and a highlight for us has been the 
visit of the “Owen’s Animals”. All the children 
were able to observe and touch animals 
who either lived or hid underground.  The 
snake was a definite favourite! 

All the children also visited Warings Bakery, 
our Community Partners, who kindly 
provided a bread making workshop.  This 
was very popular and everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed exploring flour and dough.  

This term, we have continued our course for 
new parents, grandparents and carers  
called "All Join in" on Tuesday mornings. 
Once again, it has proved useful to share 
and discuss ideas or experiences. There will 
be another meeting next term. 

 

Sara Avenell 
Head of Early Years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 
As ever Key Stage have had a busy Spring term as the quick round up from the classes 
explains! 

(Continued on page 3) 

Around the Key Stages 

Forest School 

Owen’s Animals 

Warings Bakery 



Spring 2015  3  

 

White class enjoyed a trip to Rushall Farm 
in Bradfield to celebrate Spring time!  We 
were lucky enough to see the beginnings of 
new life by watching the lambing, holding 
newborn lambs and experiencing a bumpy 
ride on a tractor trailor.  We fed the donkeys 
carrots and found out about the cattle on the 
farm.  It was a lovely morning and everyone 
had fun! 

 

 

Pink class did well this term. We have done 
alot of interesting activities but most 
important were cards for Mother’s Day. We 
also made cakes for Red Nose Day. We 
started gardening sessions this term where 
we are exploring varieties of fruit and 
vegetables. Sometimes we are helping to 
tidy up our playground! 

 

 

 

 

Indigo class has been learning about 
Dungeons and Dragons throughout this 
term; our favourite lessons were about 
Potion Making.  We all got to make our own 
potions and then thought up what magic 
they would create should they be drunk. 

We visited the ‘Build a Bear Factory’ where 
we made our new class ‘friend’ called Indie. 
We enjoyed filling the body and putting in a 
heart. 

 

Purple class also visited ‘Build a Bear 
Factory’ and have had fun experimenting 
with bubbles !! 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Bubbles ! 

Bears and Potions 

Tidying Up ! 

Rushall Farm 
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Orange class has 
enjoyed all the trips 
out of school this 
term!! We have been 
to Swings and 
Smiles, Taplow and 
Windsor Castle! 

 

 

Sky class has enjoyed a trip to Beale Park 
where pupils got to see lots of animals and 
take a trip around the park on the train — 
twice! They also enjoyed feeding the ducks 
and playing on the playground.  

As part of their topic work Sky class have 
been taking part in some experiments 
making ‘potions’, following instructions and 
observing the results!  

As the Summer term approaches Key Stage 
2 look forward to our new topic ‘Going for 
Gold’ and making use of the new outdoor 
learning resources that have been purchased. 

As ever I thank you for your continued support and wish you all an enjoyable Easter 
break. 

Jo Farley 
Head of Key Stage 2 

Key Stage 3 
Our topic this term has been ‘Get into the Groove’ and as a lot of you know we have been 
looking at the story of ‘Finding Nemo’, which was our School Play.  A lot of our lessons, 
as well as our weekly assembly, have been linked to our topic. 

The core curriculum subjects have continued to be taught four times a week to all 
students in the Key Stage and teachers have been busy with on-going assessment and 
moderation.  We welcomed you to our second Progress Evening of the year and it was 
great to see so many of you attend.  Next term will be our third and final Progress 
Evening where you will again get to meet with your child’s form tutor; however you can 
also book to see subject specialist teachers too.  Not only this but End of Year reports will 
be written and you will really be able to see the progress your child has made this year.  If 
you wish to make contact with us before this, please do contact us through the home/
school diary, email or school office. 

Back in February we celebrated National Storytelling week, with each class working on a 
story to tell and perform to each other.  Some students have been fortunate to be chosen 
to represent their school in Football tournaments and again some of our students worked 
with pupils from Little Heath School on Sports Leadership challenges.  Comic Relief was 
a huge success with students paying £1 to dress in RED and staff out-bidding each other 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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for a portion of Andrea’s mum’s homemade Tiramisu!  I believe the top bid of £6 was paid 
for a portion!  In our Cross Curricular day this term we celebrated Chinese New Year, by 
finding out all about the different year names, building class dragons and taking part in a 
long procession around the school to parade our dragons with music and drums.   We 
also had a Cross Curricular afternoon where we learnt about the Jewish Passover, made 
Matzoh bread and listened to some traditional music.   

The highlight of this term really has got to be our Production of ‘Finding Nemo’ and 
Tarrant’s call and response assembly for ‘Finding Nemo’.  We hope you all got to come 
and watch one of these.  All of our students certainly enjoyed taking part in the 
performances.  DVD’s of the show will soon be made available so you can watch the 
experience all over again.  Many thanks have got to go to our very talented teachers: 
Miss Jones and Miss Olbrecht for all their hard work, as well as to Mrs Brailsford and her 
team for the wonderful costumes. Big thanks as well to our very talented band and choir 
leaders.    

Next term our new Topic is ‘Going for Gold’ and we have lots of plans to make this a very 
exciting term with 28 of our pupils travelling to PGL for 5 days of action and adventure on 
our Key Stage 3 residential, taking place 11-15th May, as well as the remaining pupils 
taking part in a special Creative Arts week; details to follow.   

We wish you all a safe and Happy Easter. 

Pauline Snowdon and  
the Key Stage 3 Team. 

Key Stage 4 
As part of our work to increase student’s awareness of current affairs and understanding 
of our political system, we are running a secondary election.  Students have been 
working hard in assembly’s and R.E lessons over the last term to create their party 
names and manifesto points. Our own election will be on the 1st May, a week before the 
general election on the 7th May.  Each of the class’s three main manifesto points are: 

Yattendon (Unity)  

 A student breakfast for secondary 
 Learning about different Cultures 
 Non uniform for staff and students 
 
Mapledurham (Fun Sports Party) 
 10 minute extra break 
 Scones and squash at breaktime for staff and students 
 Staff vs students at rounders 
 
Englefield (Believe party)  
 Give the students a little more power 
 Mix up classes in secondary for a day 
 Non uniform day. Wear sports clothes to raise money for a sports hall 

Staff and students in the secondary school will be voting on which party will get the 
chance to introduce their changes for a day in the Summer term. Sulham class will be 
helping organise and manage the Election Day. 

Sulham class has had a very busy and productive term. They have been improving and 
learning new independent skills.  Students have been using their job cards in lessons and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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participating in new activities, such as cleaning windows 
and polishing shoes!  The class have also provided a drink 
service for the Key Stage 4 by learning how to make 
different kinds of hot drinks which range from strong coffee 
to peach tea!  

We have been really impressed with Tierney, a Yattendon 
student, who, with her parents’ support, has written a book 
called the Moscinians.  

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Karen Howe, 
who has moved from primary and joined Sulham class full 
time. 

Key Stage 4 have all been working extremely hard for the 
upcoming school production of ‘Finding Nemo’, and are all 
very excited to perform in it. Roles vary from singing, 
creating and whale and comedian moon fish! Sulham class cannot wait to show off their 
acting and singing abilities and be the best ‘Gulls Angels’ Brookfields have ever seen! 

Students in Year 11 are all continuing to work hard to finish coursework and prepare to 
finish their accredited courses. Year 11 GCSE exam dates are in the diary dates section. 

We wish all students taking exams or finishing coursework the best of luck. 

Several students in Key Stage 4 have been out on Work Experience over the last term. 

Residential 

The final payments are for the Key Stage 4/6th Form residential to Atlantic College are 
due on the 2nd April. 

Red Nose Day in Key Stage 4 

Mr Rosier had his face ‘Make your face 
funny for money’ in assembly by several 
students.  Other staff then followed suit 
throughout the day! 

Yattendon and Sulham classes made their 
own healthy Red Nose day breakfasts with 
Mrs Wainwright and her team. 

David Maycock 
Head of Key Stage 4 

(Continued from page 5) 
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6
th

 Form 
At last, Spring has arrived and it is hard to believe that we 
are over half way through the school year. 

The 6
th
 Formers continue to work hard to complete work for 

their portfolios, especially the students who are due to 
leave at the end of the Summer term. As the weather 
improves, we turn our attention to organising our Summer 
residentials and the annual prom.  This year there will be 
two residential trips, both combined with Key Stage 4. One 
trip will be to Atlantic College for a week of physical 
activities and exercise and another trip will be to Blaen 
Wern Farm (the more relaxing of the two!), with visits to the 
seaside and steam train rides instead of climbing walls and 
canoeing.  The residential trips are always popular with the 
staff and students and provide valuable opportunities for 
our young people to enjoy a holiday away from home and 
to develop their independent living skills.  

This term the students have been enjoying a variety of 
activities – college on Friday mornings and Wednesday 
afternoons, leisure activities with students from Addington 
School, weekly visits to the community centre as well as 
Work Related Learning at Newbury Rugby Club and 
Englefield Nursery.  The students have also had 
opportunities to go shopping at local supermarkets and use 
the local gym.  

The Town Training programme continues to provide the 
opportunity for our students to become independent 
travellers; so far we have two 6th Formers who are now 
able to travel independently.  Our own Town Training 
programme combined with the additional services of the 
LIFT Programme, run by West Berkshire Council, have 
allowed students to spend more time than ever acquiring 
the skills and experience needed to become confident and 
competent when using the local transport system.  Being 
able to travel independently opens up a whole world of opportunities for our young 
people, who will no longer have to rely on parents and others to transport them from 
A to B. 

Whilst we do encourage the students to be creative and reflective with termly themes to 
motivate and inspire, we do recognise the need for practical and functional content in our 
lessons.  For this reason, many classroom-based lessons continue to support the offsite 
activities, with functional numeracy and literacy running throughout the curriculum.  
Lessons are based around the real life skills our students will need to function within their 
communities. Learning how to tell the time, read a bus timetable, pay for something at the 
shops and work out a weekly budget are just some of the topics covered.  

 

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

Students work hard to 
improve their functional 
numeracy and literacy 

skills. 
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Alice’s class 

This term the class have been involved in a range of activities.  They have enjoyed 
cooking (and eating!) foods from around the world in weekly Food Technology sessions, 
and attending Newbury Rugby Club once a week as part of their Work Related Learning.  

In English lessons, we have been reading ‘Mr Stink’ as part of a project on 
homelessness.  For this project we have also role-played how it might feel to be 
homeless, and written poems about what ‘home’ means to them.  

 

Ceri & Helen’s class 

Throughout the term, Ceri and Helen’s class 
have been working on improving the 
student’s independent living skills.  We have 
taken part in Town Training exercises, 
shopping trips to buy cooking items, visited 
Earth Trust and used Tilehurst Community 
Centre, where we have bought ingredients 
from local shops to make our lunch.  The 
cooking sessions on Friday mornings have 
been very productive with the class taking 
responsibility for buying ingredients, 
sourcing cooking equipment and following 

These photographs show some of the activities Ceri & Helen’s students have been 
involved in this term. 

Poem by Laxmi Victoria role-playing how it 
might feel to ‘sleep rough’. 

James litter-picking at 
Newbury Rugby Club 
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the recipes.  They have made rock cakes, cookies and just recently and very 
successfully, bread buns.  

The highlight of the term has been the Mini Enterprise, in aid of raising money for an 
invaluable computer communication program; Proloquo2go.  The class organised the 
enterprise by designing and decorating plant pots, sourcing plants and manure for potting 
and then designing posters and a price sheet to sell the plants throughout the 6th Form.  
This turned out very successful to the point where the class completely sold out. So far 
the class have raised £25. 

Earth Trust 

Since September, a handful of 6
th
 Form students have been 

visiting Earth Trust. Earth Trust is an environmental charity 
that aims to reconnect people with nature and show them that 
a sustainable life is possible and fun.  Our students have 
been taking part in activities such as: making their own bird 
boxes, making biodegradable compost holders, building 
bonfires and learning how to work the land.  Country walks 
are also part of the activities on offer, providing our students 
the opportunity to experience first-hand the beautiful countryside that surrounds us.  All 
the students have thoroughly enjoyed their visits to Earth Trust and have taken full 

advantage of everything it has to offer.  We cannot wait until our next visit. 

The Future 

As we move into our busiest term of the school year, I know that all of the students will 
continue to work hard and the leavers will be preparing their work folders for moderation. 
Time passes quickly and there is so much to do; but with hard work from both staff and 
students and with the continued support from you the families, we always meet our 
deadlines and our young people leave Brookfields confident that they can meet the 
challenges that lie ahead. 

The staff and students of the 6
th
 Form wish you all a Happy Easter. 

Sandy Boyle  
Head of 6th Form 
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Key Stage 4 / 6th Form Dates for the Diary 
 
Duke of Edinburgh 
Practice expedition – Thursday 30

th
 April/ Friday 1

st
 May 

Final assessed expedition – Thursday 25
th
/ Friday 26

th
 June 

 
Residentials 
Sulham class and 6

th
 Form (Blaen Wern, West Wales) – 18

th
-22

nd
 May 

Yattendon, Englefield, Mapledurham and 6
th
 form (Atlantic College, South 

Wales) – 8
th
 – 12

th
 June 

 
Careers events 
This year careers week will be spread over 7 days: 

 Thursday 18
th
 and 19

th
 June 2015 

 Monday 29
th
 June – Friday 3

rd
 July 2015 

 
GCSE exams 
Art – 5/6

th
 May 2015 

English – 2
nd

 June 2015 
Maths – 4

th
 and 8

th
 June 2015 (Students taking part in the Maths exams will 

still be able to attend residential) 
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Eleanor Greaves has started her Adoption Leave but we are delighted that Sarah 
Strudley will be covering her caseload until her return.  We would like to welcome Amy 
Martin who started on the 25

th
 March to cover Emma Davies’ maternity leave and offer 

congratulations to Emma and David on the arrival of baby Jacob!  We would also like to 
welcome Laura Farley to the team as 1:1 BSL signer for a 6

th
 Form pupil and Laura 

Coventry who has started as an Intervener for an EY pupil.  We are almost back to full 
complement of staffing within the Sensory Resource Team which is great! 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very HAPPY EASTER! 

Our regular outlets have been keeping stu-
dents busy. Production up until the Christ-
mas break was manic with Englefield Gar-
den Centre, Geoff’s Hardware, Barlows of 
Hermitage and our new Pudding Lane 
Nursery partner asking for heaps of sup-
plies. Special sales took place at Covea In-
surance and Laithwaites. The students En-
terprise efforts impressed both of these em-
ployers so much that they arranged addi-
tional in-company events, to raise funds 
and make substantial donations to the 
school. Thank you!  

Please get in touch if you are part of a large 
workforce who would like a one off visit by 
our student sales team and their Enterprise stall!  

Work Related Learning opportunities continue at Rushall Farm, the Five-a-Day Garden, 
Englefield Garden Centre and Newbury Rugby Club. Lambing is always a seasonal high-
light at Rushall Farm and students have been helping with animal management as well 
as farm, field and woodland tasks. An exciting new link has been forged with the Eng-
lefield Estate where the Head Forester has invited us to merge our Enterprise and Work 
Related experience via woodland products and coppicing projects. 

Trevor Coles 

Connor cutting bean poles on the  
Englefield Estate  
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On March 25
th
, 26

th
 and 27

th
 , Key Stage 3 

and Key Stage 4 performed their original 
version of Disney’s classic, ‘Finding Nemo’, 
with huge success after hours of committed 
rehearsal.   

There were some fantastic performances 
from our talented students, including several 
stepping in at last minute to take on extra 
roles.  The action-packed show featured 
original lyrics and dance routines created by 
students during Music and Drama lessons 
this term, beautiful clay fish handmade in Art 
classes as gifts for the audience and 
absolutely stunning costumes designed by 
our talented STA, Niki Brailsford. 

We are delighted to say that the show has 
raised nearly £800 which will go towards 
purchasing equipment borrowed and hired 
this year, such as lighting and microphones.  
We are immensely thankful to everyone who 
so generously supported us, and can’t wait 
to get started on next year’s show! 

 

If you would like to purchase any of these 
photographs please contact the school 
office. 

Charlotte and Karen 
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We have continued to develop  our network of employers. We would like to welcome  
to the network The Range, Greenacres Computer Services, Tesco’s, Pawfect for Pets, 
Covea Insurance, Pudding Lane Garden Nursery and Auto Skills. This continues to grow 
into a really proactive and supportive network of employers that are able to offer a range 
of different work experience placements for our students. 

Employers who have offered placements this term include The Link Café, Downsway 
School, ISS Catering, Food Kick, Thames Valley Police, The Age UK Charity shop, Pets 
At Home, Sainsburys, and Reading Buses. 

We are looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our 
students when they undertake their work based learning experiences. We will provide 
training for you as well as extended DBS checks which are essential for safeguarding 
purposes.  

If you feel you can offer a morning/afternoon a week please contact us on 
jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk or awildman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

We would like to thank everyone for their continuing support. 

Happy Easter everyone. 

Julie Grant, Amy Wildman and the Way to Work Team 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award  

Since September our DofE group have 
been working on skills they require for their 
award but also life skills. They have been 
looking at basic first aid skills, navigation 
using maps, putting up tents in groups and 
cooking on Trangia’s (portable camp 
stoves).  They now have an understanding 
of the basic skills needed for their 
expedition.  

Over the last five weeks our Bronze DofE 
group have been attending a canoeing 
course in Pangbourne.  They have been 
learning to control their boats on their own without help from leaders just like they will be 
doing on their expedition. The group have been learning about the equipment they will 
be using during the expedition including how to use a Buoyancy aid and how to set up 
the boats safely. They have been developing their communication skills and team work 
whilst exploring the beautiful river Thames at Pangbourne.  Please see the diary dates 
section for expedition dates. 

M.Bonewell 

PE 

In PE both Key Stage 3 and 4 have 
benefited with coaching from Reading 
Football Club and Gymnastics in Schools 
this term, alongside trips to Central 
Swimming Pool and Adventure Dolphin. 

Yattendon class organised Kurling and 
Goalball competitions for 8 Brookfields 
pupils and 8 pupils from Little Heath as part 
of their Sports Leadership Level 1 
Qualification. Both tournaments were a 
huge success and staff from both schools 
were extremely complimentary on how well 
our leaders delivered the sessions. 

In February we had both the boys and girls 
football tournaments run by Reading 
Football Club at the Madejski Dome. Lots of 
the girls were playing in their first ever 
competitive matches, although you wouldn’t 
have been able to tell as they performed 
brilliantly with the teams finishing 2nd and 
3rd!! 

(Continued on page 17) 
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We competed in the Boccia at the 
Sainsbury’s School Games on March 25th 
and we hosted the annual Tag Rugby 
tournament here at Brookfields on 30th 
March. 

KS3 PE at Activity Team West Berkshire 

(ATWB) on Friday mornings. 

Key Stage 3 has been taking it in turns to 
visit Activity Team West Berkshire 
(previously Adventure Dolphin).  The Year 
7 and 8 students have been taking part in 
climbing and archery. All the students have been given the opportunity to have a go at 
both of the activities. The Year 9 groups have been learning to canoe on the River 
Thames; all have developed their canoeing skills and ability to work as part of a team to 
control a boat. 

Swimming  

It’s been a busy time for our pool at 
Brookfields since the beginning of the year.  
The pupils arrived back from Christmas to 
discover it had been given a brand new 
floor!  The old pool surround was looking 
very tired and wasn’t very forgiving under 
foot when wet.  Our lovely new floor is 
made from rubberised chip which is slip 
resistant, spongy and makes moving 
around the pool surround so much easier 
and safer for everyone.  I think you’ll agree 
it also looks so much nicer now. 

Our pool timetable has also been busy this 
year and we now have specific hydro 
sessions timetabled for our pupils who 
require a bit more 1:1 work on exercises 
within the water.  Our onsite 
physiotherapists devise an exercise plan for us to work on, personalised to the pupils’ 
needs.  With the purchase of aqua weights and floating aids our pupils can build on 
strengthening their muscles, developing a stronger core and relaxing any tension in their 
joints.  Hydrotherapy has been used for years to assist those with joint and muscular 
problems.  Increased buoyancy allows for more exercise than is permitted on land.  
Increased temperature and the pressure of the water promote increases in circulation 
and flexibility and decreases in swelling.  Increasing speed, turbulence and surface area 
can all be used to increase exercise difficulty. 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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In addition to using our school pool, trips to 
Central Swimming Pool in Reading have 
taken place weekly with our more able 
pupils.  Groups from Key Stage 3, Key 
Stage 4 and 6

th
 Form have been given the 

opportunity to swim at the Reading pool.  
Here they have been able to experience 
what it’s like to visit a public pool as well as 
developing their swimming skills.  Whilst at 
the pool they have improved their 
knowledge of water safety, progressed 
their stroke ability and built on their fitness 
levels.   

A special mention must be made to Michael I. from Key Stage 3 who swam an amazing 
36 lengths of the 25 metre pool during distance week.  Well done Michael! 

Kelly Stone 
Swimming Coach 

(Continued from page 17) 
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All students at RDA have been working hard this term, even 
in the recent cold weather. RDA has had two new starters 
this term, Katie and Natasha, who have shown great 
enthusiasm towards riding. In the coming term there are lots 
of exciting trips planned and new qualifications to be earned.  

So keep up the good work and keep those fingers crossed for 
good weather!  

Kerrie Byers and all the staff from RDA. 

Riding for the Disabled 
Association (RDA) 

Moving the disco from Christmas to the February half term proved to be a good decision. 
So many families came to have a great time dancing and chatting. It was lovely to see the 
children all dressed up in disco or party clothes and on the dance floor. 

We had the usual raffle with over fifteen prizes.  There was plenty of opportunity to win 
something, and as some of them were edible, they did not last long! Chocolates, 
mmmmm, delicious! 

Although this is not a money making event, we did raise over £50 for the PTA funds 
which will be ploughed back into trips and resources for the pupils. 

Our next event is the family barbeque. This year it will be held on Saturday 27th June 
and we hope the weather will be kind to us so we can hold it outside. If you remember, 
last year it poured and poured with rain. We still had a good time but it is much nicer if we 
can have lots of sunshine and a warm day. Tickets will be on sale nearer the time. Please 
keep the day free, write it in your diary and let Granny and Grandad, Aunties and Uncles 
know too! 

Jenny Marshall  
Chair of Brookfields PTA 
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We have had a lovely term in After School 
Club, with lots of different activities. We 
have enjoyed a ‘Frozen’ themed week 
where members made their own drinks 
inspired by the film, made ‘snow’, and 
made a frozen hand, finished off by 
watching the film. 

We had a pancake race which the children 
enjoyed. Some enjoyed the eating of 
pancakes much more though! 

Club has had a few new children start 
during this term, in both the older and 
younger group. They have all settled in really well. 

Our ‘Reach for the Stars’ in After School 
Club has been really successful this term, 
with lots of children getting their name onto 
the board. The two children that the staff 
have chosen this term are... Max R  for his 
good sportsmanship and Libby K for her 
helpfulness and thoughtfulness towards 
staff and children in club. Well done to all 
the children who got a star! 

I will be leaving after the Easter holidays to 
go on maternity leave. I will miss all the 
children, but hopefully I will see them all 
when I come back.  

After School Club finishes on  Wednesday 
1st April, and we are back again on 
Tuesday 21st April.  We wish you all a 
lovely Easter and hope you have a great 
break. 

Lisa Klatt 
After School Club Manager 
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‘Fred in the Shed’ kicked off this year’s 
Youth Club activities, with a night of laughter 
(at the staff’s expense!). The night ended 
with a dance off which quickly turned into a 
rendition of the birdy song; as you can 
imagine members always enjoy Fred’s visits! 
We’ve also had our regular visits from the 
SPLAT team; this time they brought along 
Frisbee golf and everyone took part in the 
rowing machine challenge. We had a 
Chinese New Year theme night, where Pam 
and Rhona came in to cook up a treat. Food  
included stir fry, chicken curry and fortune 
cookies to name a few and everyone left 
feeling extremely full!  

Thanks to Sue Smith running the half 
marathon last year, some of our members 
went for a slap up meal at the Harvester, 
where the salad bar was ransacked and ice 
cream sundaes disappeared in seconds.  
Don’t worry about those who didn’t attend  
as they will be going bathtub racing in the 
near future. 

All the members want to say a huge thank 
you to Sue for her training and superb run! 

This year was the turn of our own Youth 
club leader Kerrie, and staff member 
Darren, to take on the Reading half 
marathon! We’ are pleased to say they both 
survived and raised over £1,000 for next 
year’s activities! Well done to you both! 

 

From Kerrie Byers (Leader),  
Katie Clapson (Deputy Leader) 
 and all the staff at Youth Club. 
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SUPPORT AT HOME – Easter Holiday 

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, can work with you at home to implement 
programmes to help children with autism. Please feel you can contact Marnie to discuss 
problems and to arrange home visits during the Easter holiday. However, should you 
have a serious problem managing your child at home and someone is at risk, we urge 
you to dial 999. You can also call the police on 101; on that number you will get to talk to 
the police directly. They will arrange with you how best to help you in the situation; they 
may decide it is an emergency and activate an emergency call out.  

 

 

 

 

Brookfields School Celebrates World Autism Week 

Pupils joined in with the celebrations of World Autism Week 
from 27/3/15 – 2/4/15.  The Primary School celebrated by 
incorporating ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ activities into the 
curriculum.  In the Secondary department the students 
enjoyed hearing from an ex-pupil who came in to talk about 
his autism and also from a sibling who spoke about family life 
with her brother who has autism.  These activities have 
helped us all understand and celebrate differences. 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help  

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 01344 786543 

Advice and support during the Easter Holiday 

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker   07964 405 885  

Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker       07594 421 908 

ABSS          07553 951 235 

 

SCHOOLCOMMS 
If you are signed up to Schoolcomms please remember to keep school office 
updated with your mobile and home phone number. 

If you also receive emails please keep us informed of your up to date email 
address. 

Anyone not receiving information this way and would like to, feel free to ask 
for a form.    This is a very good way of communicating quickly and directly! 
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Diary Dates 

4th May 2015 Bank Holiday 

6th May 2015 Coffee Morning 

11-15th May KS3 PGL Residential Trip 

18-22nd May 6th Form /KS4 Residential Trip 

3rd June 2015 Coffee Morning 

1st July 2015 Coffee Morning 

14th July 2015 Progress Evening 

Term Dates 2014 - 2015 

Term 4 
Mon 23rd February 2015 
- Thur 2nd April 2015  

29 Days 

Holiday 
Fri 3rd April 2015 -  
Mon 20th April 2015 

 

Term 5 
Tue 21st April 2015 –  
Fri 22nd May 2015  

23 Days 

Holiday 
Mon 25th May 2015–  
Fri 29th May 2015 

 

Term 6 
Mon 1st June 2015 - 
Wed 22nd July 2015  

38 Days 

Holiday 
Thu 23rd July -  
Tue 1st September 2015 

 

Term 1 
Wes 2nd September - 
Thu 22nd October 2015 

37 days 

Holiday 
Fri 23rd October - Mon 
2nd November 2015 

 

Term 2 
Tue 3rd November -  
Fri 18th December 2015 

34 Days 

Holiday 
Mon 21st December - 
Mon 4th January 2016 

 

Term 3 
Tue 5th January -  
Fri 12th February 2016 

29 Days 

Holiday 
Mon 15th February - 
Thu 24th March 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Nose Day – ‘Make your face funny for money’ 

We are pleased to announce that we raised £513 in support of Red Nose Day 
through a variety of whole school events.  

The Governors met twice during the Spring term. We are all pleased to see that the 
6th  Form extension is now being enjoyed by the school after many delays. Dave 
Ebsworth has become our new Vice-Chair. He replaced Chris Manning who served his 
term as both Chair and Vice-Chair in recent years. Chris remains on the Governing 
Body. If you would ever like to contact me or another member of the Governing Body, 
please do so through Adele Ryle, the Clerk to the Governors. 

Stephen Flint, Chair of the Governors  
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Kim James, our School Improvement Advisor (SIA), also visited and really 

examined Key Stages 3 and 4.  She was primarily looking at pupils learning, 

progress being achieved, how the departments run and the delivery of the 

curriculum.  We have some points to implement but the report will be positive.  

Well done to Key Stages 3 and 4. 

Our partnership with Microsoft has continued to grow and develop.  We have 

been working with them for the last 5 years, supporting their ‘grads and interns’ in 

developing their skills as well as delivering Disability Training to them.  This year 

has been particularly exciting as we have been working with 21 ‘grads and 

interns’! 

There have been 3 teams who have been working on very specific projects with 

us.  One team has been developing the way that we use technology in the school 

to make our working lives more efficient.  This has involved supporting all 

members of Senior Leadership Team and office staff to become paperless, which, 

for some of the team, was a little scary!  Another team has worked on updating 

and refreshing our website.  This is not yet live but please look out for it.  The third 

team has developed an ‘app’ which teachers can use to capture progress of 

pupils in real time.  This is a very exciting project as it will mean that we will be 

able to evidence progress and achievement through multi-media.  It is the 

intention of Brookfields and Microsoft to share with other schools and businesses 

how such a partnership truly impacts on the lives of pupils, their families and staff. 

Many of you recently attended the secondary school performance of ‘Finding 

Nemo’.  You will agree that the set, costumes, music and songs were all superb.  

The entire production was co-ordinated by Karen Wallace-Jones, our drama 

teacher, and she must be given huge credit for its success.  So many pupils were 

involved; their confidence and self-esteem were boosted and reflections this week 

have all been incredibly positive.   It really was a truly amazing spectacle! 

Finally, I must thank the Thames Vale Vultures for the Easter Eggs your son/

daughter brought home from school.  They very kindly donated 225 Cadburys 

eggs – one for each pupil in the school!  I have already written to say an 

enormous thank you. 

I hope you all have a very pleasant and relaxing break; enjoy Easter and let us 

hope that the weather continues to be fine and sunny. 

With very best wishes 

(Continued from page 1) 
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