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Headteacher’s Message 

Summer 2015 

When you have finished reading this Newsletter you will be more aware of the 

variety and number of different activities on offer at Brookfields. 

With pupils aged 3-19 we cater for this huge age range with age appropriate and 

increasingly independent experiences.  As Headteacher I am always very lucky to 

be included and aware of all these events and the pupils never cease to amaze 

me with their demonstrations of enthusiasm, daring and determination to 

succeed. 

This has included dressing up in a protective white suit and entering a ‘Paint 

Dome’, holding reptiles and snakes, hard work, going away for an overnight stay 

in Year 6, Sports Days, creative experiences and outdoor challenges such as 

canoeing in the Primary School.  Plus more residentials, trips out, Brookfest, work 

experience, Duke of Edinburgh Challenges, accredited work, and agricultural and 

horticultural events in the Secondary School.  Culminating in the 6th Form 

experiences of the Prom, Project SEARCH, offsite activities, inviting local 

residents in for tea and the dedication and hard work to complete accredited 

pieces of work for externally moderated courses. 

It is always a real privilege to observe our pupils as they make their journey 

through the school and to witness the confident, mature, young people they 

become as they leave Brookfields to embark upon their future lives. 

Once again, I must thank all the staff at Brookfields for their continued dedication, 
hard work and passionate commitment to the pupils.  Hours and hours of 

additional work goes into making Brookfields the dynamic, exciting place it is. 

Sadly, at this time of year some staff are leaving us to take up a number of new 

roles.  Many students are also leaving to go off to College or alternative 

placements.  We will recognise and acknowledge them in our leavers assembly 

on the last day of term.  I wish all of them the very best for their new adventures. 

Just a reminder to you all.  School starts at 9.00am and finishes at 3.10pm.  The 
majority of pupils are brought to school on transport but parents who bring their 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
 

This term, the topic has been “Fantasy” in 

Early Years and Key Stage 1.  We have 

been enjoying a “Super Hero Day”, singing 

Nursery Rhymes, listening to Fairy Stories 

and going on picnics with our Teddy Bears, 

as you can see from the photo of Red 

Class.  

One of the highlights this term was Sports 

Day.  A record number of parents (thirty 

two in total!) came to support the children 

in a range of activities including Kurling, 

Slalom racing, Wellie throwing and 

Parachute games.  We were all very proud 

of the children’s participation, enthusiasm 

and achievement. 

We also enjoyed Primary Creative Arts 

Week in June. Some children experienced 

a Sensory Story, some experimented with 

making different instrumental sounds or 

colour mixing, and some children took part 

in a dance session. 

We were moderated by West Berkshire just 

before half term.  The Moderators who 

visited were delighted with the staff, 

children and our learning environment. 

Overall, they supported our judgements of 

pupil progress using the Early Years 

Foundation Stage criteria. 

We wish you a very happy summer 

holidays and look forward to seeing you in 

September. 

Sara Avenell 

Head of Early Years 

and all the Early Years team 

 

 

 

Around the Key Stages 

Red Class 

Wellie Throwing 

Bubbles ! 
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Key Stage 2 
 

The summer term is always busy in Key Stage 2. We 

have continued our links with Adventure Dolphin and 

the pupils have enjoyed canoeing sessions on the 

Thames.  

White class enjoyed a day at Beale Park, thanks to the 

Lady Taverners, and other classes have enjoyed 

getting out and about. The fine weather has enabled 

us to make use of the new outside learning resources 

purchased during the spring. 

Creative arts week proved to be a massive success 

with pupils enjoying a multi-sensory PAINT experience, 

visits from theatre groups and a dance company as 

well as sensory stories and art activities within school. 

As I write this the last preparations for the first ever 

Key Stage 2 residential are taking place and the pupils 

and staff are very excited about this new experience. 

We have welcomed new pupils to visit who are joining 

the Key Stage in September and transition visits to 

Key Stage 3 have taken place. 

I write this with great pride and some sadness as this 

is my last term as Head of Key Stage 2. I will be 

moving to my new role as Assistant Head in 

September and will be teaching in the secondary 

school. I am incredibly proud of all the achievements 

of the Key Stage over the last 4 years and am 

confident that Pauline Snowdon will continue the good 

work as she takes over in September. 

Many of the pupils moving up this year joined the Key 

Stage with me 4 years ago and I look forward to 

continuing the journey with them in Key Stage 3. 

As ever I thank you all for your continued support and I 

know I will meet you all in my new role next year. 

Have a safe and restful summer holiday and fingers 

crossed for sunshine! 

Jo Farley 

Head of Key Stage 2 

and the Key Stage 2 Team 

 

Uways grass sledging 

Alfie having breakfast 

Dan and Shaun canoeing 
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Key Stage 3 has had a fun packed Summer term.  Our theme, ‘Going for Gold’ has been 

interpreted in many different ways across the curriculum.  Pupils have been involved in a 

wide range of activities such as Treasure Island, Gold Heists in Maths, artwork exploring 

the paintings of Gustav Klimt, and there has been the appearance of many gold medals 

in many classrooms as a way of measuring achievement! 

 

Storytelling has continued to be a focus for us in Key Stage 3.  We have now developed a 

range of sensory storytelling resources for pupils, and we also have a ‘Take away’ library 

in the Key Stage 3 corridor for pupils to borrow books as and when they want to.  We 

have also been lucky enough to have participated in workshops supported by Nicola 

Grove, a fantastic professional Storyteller, in English lessons.  

 

With the General Election taking place on May 7th, we marked the occasion by creating 

our own election process in school.  Pupils were supported to discuss the positives and 

negatives of their playtime experience.  They were then encouraged to think about if, 

what and how playtimes could be better, and then groups went on to develop ideas 

around organisation, games and equipment.  Class groups then thought of a party name, 

elected a party leader and presented their ideas during assembly.  The Key Stage voted 

for the group they felt had the best ideas.  Sutton class, led by Stephen H., received the 

most votes and they then delivered their presentation to school council.  We will revisit 

this next year and hopefully see some of their great ideas fulfilled.  Well done Sutton 

Class!  

 

Playtime ideas were also the focus of our Creative Arts week.  Pupils took time to spruce 

up the playground environment by designing and creating huge murals, decorating bean 

bag throwing games, and making clay totem pole decorations for the sensory garden.  

During this week, we also welcomed a drama group, Trestle, who delivered ‘masked’ 

storytelling workshops and a breakdancing group who worked with the children to create 

dance routines and an overall performance.  The week was thoroughly productive and 

enjoyed by all.  

 

It was during this week that our residential 

trip to PGL also took place. As ever, 

everybody had a fantastic time.  Staff and 

pupils braved a huge range of activities 

including abseiling, quad biking and zip 

wires, to name but a few of the challenges 

on offer.  There are displays of photographs 

in the Key Stage 3 corridor of both Creative 

Arts Week and PGL, so if you’re in school 

please take the time to come and have a 

look at all the wonderful things we have got 

up to! 

Key Stage 3 

Zip wiring at PGL 
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We have also managed to fit in two cross 

curricular activity afternoons this term. 

Celebrating both Eid and Jewish Passover, 

we abandoned the normal timetable for two 

afternoons to learn a little more about these 

events.  Class groups indulged in a range of 

sensory activities including Storytelling, 

cooking and food tasting, crafts, dancing 

and so on…  

 

On the 30th April this year some students were invited to visit Horseman’s coaches.  We 

were picked up from school in one of the company’s newest coaches and driven to the 

depot in Acre Road.  On arrival we were shown around by James Horseman and then 

invited into his office for our mid-morning snack; the students were very impressed by the 

plush surroundings!   

 

Some students were interested in and subsequently shown the tracking system where 

they could see coaches as far away as Paris as well as many others in and around the 

Reading area.  Other students chose to wash coaches with huge brushes and some took 

great pleasure in climbing aboard the many models of coaches checking out their horns 

and sound systems.  It is surprising just how much noise 10 horns can make when they 

are all being beeped in unison; we certainly made our presence known! 

 

Throughout the morning Horseman’s staff 

made us all feel incredibly welcome and 

answered the many questions, irrespective 

of content, in the best way possible.  It was 

certainly a worthwhile experience; many 

students commented on how they enjoyed 

the morning and would like to go back and I 

have heard that Horseman’s staff felt it was 

incredibly heartwarming to see so many 

youngsters have such fun. 

 

On our way back to school we made a visit 

to Horseman’s garage in Theale where we 

were given a brief talk on how the garage is 

run on a day to day basis.  Many students 

came forward with questions while some 

just marvelled at the coaches as they 

appeared to be suspended in mid air.  Once 

again nothing was too much trouble; the 

staff gave willingly their time and answered 

all the questions that were directed at them. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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All in all a very worthwhile experience; something we were privileged to receive especially 

considering this was given to us free of charge.  

 

… and Finally  

We would also like to take the opportunity to thank our brilliant overseas student teachers 

who have been working with all our pupils across the Key Stage this term. Tina, from 

Germany who has been doing amazing work in Tarrant Class, and Renske from Holland, 

who has been a real asset to the drama department; their enthusiasm and hard work has 

been relentless this term, and their presence in the department will be hugely missed.  

We wish them lots of luck for the future!   

Pauline Snowdon, Angie Hunt  Joint Heads of Key Stage 3 

and the Key Stage 3 Team 

Key Stage 4 
 

We have had an extremely busy term.  We have had 

several exciting off-timetable weeks and activities 

including; Careers Week, Creative Arts Week, the 

Duke of Edinburgh final expedition and the Atlantic 

College residential trip.  These have all been 

extremely successful with students experiencing and 

learning many different skills that will help them in 

the future.  You will find more information about 

these weeks throughout the newsletter. 

In May we held a department election, Englefield 

class won the election with their ‘Believe Party’.  As 

a result of winning the election they planned and 

held a takeover day on Friday 17th July.  

Sulham Class participated in the Sheepdrove 

Agricultural Challenge competition again this year, 

completing different tasks to do with farming and 

(Continued from page 5) 
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agriculture and attending an event at the 

farm in July.  We saw sheep being sheared, 

had a ride on the back of a tractor, ground 

our own flour from wheat and met some gun

-dogs in training.  We also won the whole 

competition with our entries - growing 

elephant garlic, cooking different dips using 

watercress, making a poster on over ground 

and underground vegetables and creating a 

bug hotel on the school grounds.  Well done 

Sulham!  

We are saying goodbye to, and wishing the 

following students the best of luck in the 

future: 

• Alex is going to Sparsholt College 

• Umair, Alonza and Zoya are going to 
Reading College 

• Nattie, Anthony, Kalan, Nafisah, Saffy, 
Patrick, Emily, William, Harvey, Tierney 
are joining our 6th Form 

• Paige is also going to 6th Form, but we 

are very excited that she will be spending 

4 days a week taking part in a supported 

internship at Downsway School.  This is 

the first time we as a school have set up 

a supported internship. 

I would like to end by thanking all the staff 

who have worked with Key Stage 4 students 

this term. Although it has been an extremely 

busy and tiring term students have 

benefited greatly from the range of off-

timetable and extra-curricular opportunities 

we have been able to offer. 

David Maycock 
Head of Key Stage 4 
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6th Form 
 

Just a few days to go before we break up 

for the summer holidays and true to form 

the weather has now turned a little rainy.  

However, our true British spirit will kick in 

and I’m sure that August will provide a 

welcome break from school and we’re 

bound to catch a few sunny days.  This term 

has been busy with lots of exciting activities 

taking place.  The second of our two 

residential trips took place in early June.  

 

A group of Key Stage 4 and 6th Form 

students made their annual trip to Atlantic 

College for a week full of physical activities.  

Students and staff returned happy and not 

surprisingly exhausted from their week 

away.  

 

During the last week of June, we had our 

annual Careers Week where students from 

Key Stage 4 and 6th Form took part in a 

range of workshops and offsite visits 

connected to the “World of Work”.  

Interviews, learning how to iron, polish 

shoes, car maintenance, a visit to Dogs 

Trust, a First Aid course, Police CSI, Rushall 

Farm, strawberry picking, enterprise and 

preparing a buffet for local residents….were 

just some of the activities that took place. 

 

For many of the students the highlight of the 

week was the trip to Wembley Arena to the 

Rock Assembly.  You could actually feel the 

excitement as you walked around the 

school, as students eagerly awaited their 

transport to London, where they would see 

a variety of musicians and singers perform 

to young people from all over country.  To 

say they enjoyed the experience would 

probably be an understatement.  

 

At the end of the Careers Week was the annual Prom, another major event in the school 

calendar.  The students decided that this year’s theme would be “Rat Pack” and for the 

past few weeks, it seems like months, they have been wandering around the building 

The Prom – Staff and students enjoy a 
limousine ride. 

Careers Week- Students preparing meals 
for the residents  at the Dogs Trust. 

Careers Week 
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singing a range of Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin songs.  On the night, they looked as 

fantastic as ever and performed with great enthusiasm their versions of some American 

Songbook classics.  It was a wonderful evening and provided an opportunity to say 

“Goodbye and Good Luck” to this year’s leavers from Key Stage 4 and 6th Form. 

 

We are always so proud of our students and 

we will inevitably miss them when they 

leave to begin new adventures. Alex W, 

Steven C, Brendan N, Jake B, Isharet T, 

Shane B and Tiffany N are all starting at 

Reading College in September.  Stephanie 

W will be starting at Sparsholt College, 

Uroosa A will be going to Ravenswood and 

Callum B and Alice L will be joining the 

Project SEARCH programme.  They have 

all worked extremely hard to achieve their 

certificates and accreditations and should 

be congratulated. Tiffany has worked 

especially hard in order to achieve her 

ASDAN Certificate of Personal 

Effectiveness, which is the equivalent of a 

GCSE. Her work portfolio received very 

positive feedback from the external 

moderators who asked if they could keep 

the folder as an example to show other 

schools. 

 

Often at this time of year, we have to say 

goodbye to members of staff.  Tricia McAfee 

has been working in the department for 4 

years and next year will be working in Key 

Stage 3.  Tricia’s experience, knowledge and 

expertise have proved invaluable over the 

years particularly when creating the PMLD 

curriculum in the 6th Form.  I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank her for all her 

hard work and wish her every success in 

her new department. 

 

Tricia and Ola's class  
Tricia and Ola's class have had an exciting 

term 'Looking for Gold' as part of this term's 

topic and gone on various trips.  They have 

been to Englefield Estate, LEGOLAND, 

Taplow and Dinton Pastures exploring the 

(Continued on page 10) 

Some Earth Trust students following a 
routed map  

 Cooking lamb burgers  
(made from the lambs at the farm).  

 Lopping wood  for making a fire. 
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sites and enjoying the facilities at each.  In addition, the pupils that go to Earth Trust have 

done some exploring of their own undertaking activities such as following a routed map, 

looking for orchids, climbing trees, visiting the pig farm, learning about first aid, meadow 

sweeping, making dens, building fires to cook with, and much much more. 

Overall, it has been a very busy - and enjoyable term.  We wish our leavers Uroosa and 

Brendan all the best in their future placements. 

Helen and Ceri’s Class  

For our last town training trip we decided to go somewhere different for our drink and a 

snack. We went to the pub. We all found a table to sit at and had a look at the menu. 

Once we had decided what we wanted we each went up and ordered. We had to 

remember what we had ordered so when the waitress brought us our food we knew 

which was ours. 

This term our group have worked REALLY hard planning and organising their enterprise 

projects. The ‘Snack A Jack’ team have worked hard buying their fruit and veg, preparing 

it and selling it to staff and students during their break times. The ‘Vibes’ team worked 

hard promoting their end of term disco and giving up their break to set it up. Students 

worked hard on both their enterprises and 

we are really proud of their enthusiasm and 

effort. Students have also been working 

hard in their cookery sessions making pizza 

and also taking part in a ‘Ready Steady 

Cook’ session where they created some 

weird and wonderful pizzas and 

sandwiches. This term our group have been 

continuing to develop their independence 

and learning valuable life skills.  Students 

have been on a train ride to Didcot, 

strawberry picking, working at a local garden 

(Continued from page 9) 

Enjoying a pub meal 

LEGOLAND Dinton Pastures 



Summer 2015  11  

 

centre and had a visit to the Dogs Trust as 

part of our Careers week this year. We have 

had a very good year with lots of great work 

and achievements.  

..and Finally  

Starting in the 6th Form is always an 

exciting time for our young people as they 

look forward to being part of a more adult 

environment. In September, we look forward 

to receiving our new intake of students from 

Key Stage 4. We will begin the final part of 

their transition from school to adulthood as 

we endeavour to equip them with the skills 

they will need to take their place in life after 

school. 

Finally, I would like to thank you for your 

continued support and wish you a very 

relaxed and safe summer holiday. 

Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form  

and all of the 6th Form Team. 

(Continued from page 10) 

6th Form students enjoying their enterprise projects 
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It’s That Time Again- Atlantic College  

8th June – 12th June 2015! 
Another adventure away in Atlantic 

College, Wales, with some new faces and 

some familiar faces, for Key Stage 4 and 

6th Form. 

Before we even went, some pupils, mainly 

those who had never been before, were 

nervous at the prospect of staying away 

from the comfort of their home for a week.  

As for others, some rejoiced at the idea of 

staying away and having a break from 

school and family!  However, in the end 

everyone agreed that going to Atlantic 

College was one of the best trips away.  

These are some of the things that we 

enjoyed.  

Firstly, the activities were sensational and 

some were even wet! Canoeing seemed to 

be quite popular, especially amongst the 

pupils who have been before (including 

me).  Our favourite part of canoeing was 

playing the ‘Piano Keys’ game and 

eventually tipping everybody into the 

freezing outdoor pool.  Others were 

absolute super stars at climbing, like they 

had no fear.  They were little Spider-men 

and women in the making!  We also 

enjoyed more subdued activities, like the 

coastal walk and the woodland adventure.  

We discovered many interesting things, 

including a gigantic watch tower. 

The food there was of the highest quality 

and the scenery was something of a 

marvel too.  All pupils ate their breakfast, 

lunch and dinner within a hall in a castle, 

very much resembling something from 

‘Harry Potter’.  The two things we most enjoyed about the food were having a filling, 

cooked breakfast every morning and pizza for dinner, which seemed to be our favourite 

dinner of the week. 
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Near the end of the week, every pupil and 

teacher was handed certificates for 

something they had achieved throughout 

the week.  One of the pupils got one for 

being brave and trying everything.  

Another got a certificate for being more 

independent and looking after themselves; 

and one pupil got a certificate for actually 

waking up and being ready on time, 

something that this pupil found quite 

difficult! 

Finally, the two main events were the 

talent show and the disco on the last day. 

Fun was had by all, with plenty of laughs 

at the talent show!  We had a great range 

of acts, from a comedian to lots of singing 

performances.  Our winner though was a 

very talented young lady, with a special 

gift for rap, Emily P !  After hearing her 

beautiful lyrics, everyone agreed that 

‘pizza is in our hearts’!  The disco was also 

fantastic.  Whether we loved, or loathed 

dancing, we all had fun and got involved at 

the end.  There was lots of emotion 

present at the disco.  The instructors sang 

a ‘goodbye’ song, which got some of us 

quite teary- eyed. 

Overall, Atlantic College was just fabulous, 

action-packed and bittersweet for those 

who had their last trip this year.  All of us 

would definitely recommend every pupil to 

go because it is guaranteed that everyone 

will have the time of their lives! 

Paige B, 

Year 11 Student   
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As the school year comes to a close and the Summer holiday is just around the corner, 

the need for being safe in and around the water is even more important.  Many of you will 

be heading off on holiday which means swimming pools, rivers, lakes and oceans.  The 

Amateur Swimming Association’s GET SAFE campaign helps young people keep out of 

danger near water but still have fun.  Key Stage 2 pupils had the opportunity this term to 

discuss ways to stay safe and what could help them, and others, in the water.   

Please read more about the campaign at  

http://www.swimming.org/asa/facilities/get-safe-4-summer 

The Berkshire School Games were held at Wellington College this term, our school were 

taking part in 2 events.  A class from Key Stage 3 took part in the curling and a team of 8 

from across the school took part in the 

Parathon.  This event included seated 

volleyball, athletics and swimming.  Competing 

against Addington School our pupils worked 

really hard with some trying new activities for 

the first time.  Although sadly no first place, the 

pupils enjoyed their day and look forward to 

next year. 

Throughout this school year, a small group of 

MOVE pupils have been attending a morning 

session in the pool.  Using specific exercises 

and activities they have been increasing their mobility, strength, confidence and stability.  

It has been fantastic to see how far they have come over the year and what they are now 

able to achieve.  Over this past year we have seen these pupils become more and more 

independent in the water which then transfers to what they are able to achieve on land.  

Well done Yanne, Connor, Amelia, Shaun, Ky-Shawn and Sahil. 

Kelley Stone 
Swimming Instructor 

 

SCHOOLCOMMS 
If you are signed up to Schoolcomms please remember to keep  the school office 

updated with your mobile and home phone number. 

If you also receive emails please keep us informed of your up to date email 

address. 

Anyone not receiving informa"on this way and would like to, feel free to ask 

for a form.    This is a very good way of communica"ng quickly and directly! 
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As we approach the end of our third year here at Project 

SEARCH we are getting ready for Graduation which is 

once again be kindly hosted by Crown Plaza, Reading.  

There is much excitement amongst the students as their 

big day approaches, the ladies have been shopping for 

their dresses and deciding how to style their hair, whilst the 

young men have promised to be suited and booted for the 

occasion.  The students can once again expect star-

studded treatment at Graduation; red-carpet on arrival, a 

professional photographer capturing their special 

moments, a delicious buffet and of course, the awards 

ceremony.  Each student will be presented with an award 

which recognises the hard work and effort they have all put 

in throughout their year spent at the Royal Berkshire 

Hospital.  Project SEARCH will also be giving awards to 

two staff members from the hospital that have provided 

exceptional mentoring of students since Project SEARCH 

started.  Luke Wilson from the Medical Records department and Hari Gopinath from the 

Berkshire Cancer Centre have given phenomenal support to the students that have been 

placed within their departments.  They will receive their surprise awards at the Graduation 

ceremony. 

Our students have worked very hard this year to increase their skills, gain experience and 

become young professionals.  We continue to have fantastic support from The Royal 

Berkshire Hospital and have had new departments offer rotation opportunities.  We are 

pleased to boast over 50 rotation opportunities, more than any other site in the UK!  

Having such a range of opportunities enables us to match students to appropriate 

placements depending on interest and ability.  Project SEARCH has had such positive 

press both internally and externally that we often have departments coming to us to ask 

for students that they can place within their teams!!! This is an extremely positive indicator 

of the impact that the Project SEARCH students, past and present, have created. 

This year has been a tough year at the Royal Berkshire Hospital as major restructuring of 

departments and an employment freeze has led to few job opportunities arising. Despite 

this, one student has been in full-time employment with the Trust since April, working 

within the Waste Portering Team.  We are hopeful that two other students will be able to 

secure employment at the hospital in the near future as the positions emerge.   

Brookfields students, Patrick and Naomi, have both had a fantastic year on Project 

SEARCH and their skills and confidence have increased.  Patrick will conclude his 

placement at Medical Records at the end of term and he is excited to be starting a full-

time course at Newbury College in September. Naomi has been on three placements 

(Continued on page 16) 
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based at the Royal Berks and was the only 

student to complete a work placement outside of 

the Hospital.  The team in The Brookfields School 

office helped to mentor Naomi during the second 

term.  Whilst there Naomi expanded her admin 

skills and fulfilled new tasks such as data entry 

and using the schools’ franking machine.   Naomi 

has been gaining an insight into shop life for her 

last placement, and she has secured a place at 

Reading College for next year on the Skills for Life 

course.  We all wish them the best of luck for next 

year and if they continue to work hard there will be 

fantastic opportunities ahead for both of them.  

Well done!!!    

Following the Project SEARCH Assessment day 

we are pleased to confirm that 10 students were 

successful and will begin their Project SEARCH 

journey in September.  

Alice and Callum from Brookfields will be joining us next year and we will be organising 

their first placements all ready for when they begin.  We will also be joined by several 

students from Brookfields who are now enrolled at Reading College. We very much look 

forward to seeing their progress throughout the year and watching them become young 

professionals.  This year’s students have been busy becoming film stars over the last few 

weeks.  They are putting together a welcome video that will be shown to Alice, Callum 

and the eight other students during their induction week. 

Our current students have put together the film to give the new cohort important 

information about things that would be useful for them to know when they start including 

reception,  help desk, pharmacy, cash points and 

the many shops and cafes that are available on 

site.   

Looking ahead we hope to start securing links with 

local businesses that could provide potential 

employment opportunities for our students. This 

would provide a bigger scope of opportunity to 

ensure that the students are given the best 

chances of obtaining paid employment. The Royal 

Berkshire Hospital and the support it offers is 

fundamental to the success of Project SEARCH 

and whilst we aim to secure paid employment at 

the hospital, having alternative options can only 

strengthen the success of Project SEARCH.  
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This year’s Brookfest was held on Friday 10th July at the Black 

Barn at Rushall Farm, and was our most successful event yet. 

A record number of students participated with 49 attending 

across Year 9, Key Stage 4 and 6th Form.  

Brookfest acts as a transition event for these students, and is a 

great chance for everyone to meet the staff and teachers they 

will be working with in the new academic year.  Brookfest is 

also a fantastic opportunity for new classmates to meet in a 

relaxed, age appropriate environment that encourages social interaction.  

We welcomed 3 live acts this year; ‘The Langtree Performers’ who came from Langtree 

School to showcase their singing skills, ‘Black Emerald’ who returned for the Brookfest 

hat-trick and have played for us since the beginning and ‘Dolly and the Clothes Pegs’ 

who had such a brilliant and interactive reception last year it would have been criminal 

not to invite them back! 

We also added new interactive experiences including a 'chill out' tent village for those 

who feel more intimidated by the loud music in the barn and a pancake stall with made-to

-order toppings using symbol stickers - nothing like some unhealthy food to complete the 

true festival experience!  This was on top of other opportunities like the campfire, 

drum workshop, circus skills, BBQ, ice cream stand and t-shirt designing / signing activity. 

We all had a brilliant time again this year and are looking forward to next year's event.  

Thank you very much to all the staff who volunteered their time to make this possible, to 

the performers and technicians who helped the stage run smoothly and to all the parents 

and carers who supported the event.    

James Gearing 

Key Stage 4 Tutor 

See our website for further photos and details:- 

http://www.brookfieldsschool.org/broofest-2015/  
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Brookfields pupils continue to impress us all with their imagination, creativity and 

talent. We have covered a range of topics including Reach for the Stars, Going for Gold 

and Under the Sea which was inspired by our exciting Finding Nemo school production. 

Specialist teachers have taught across the Key Stages and the quality of the Arts 

provision has been continually improving. 

This year Creative Arts has become more of 

a whole school focus and this has enabled 

us to organise Creative Arts weeks for Key 

Stages 2, 3 and 4. We experienced taking 

part in some very exciting performances by 

PAINT, an immersive interactive painting 

experience, watching Bamboozle Theatre 

Company who performed a PMLD 

production of ‘Along the River Bank’ and 

learning African and Indian dance routines 

with a professional dance company. Key 

Stage 3 focused on uplifting and improving 

the playground for secondary pupils.  This included the creation of a 35 foot mural for the 

playground wall, giant insect silhouettes, bean bag games and street dancing. Key Stage 

4 has worked incredibly hard during their creative arts week to complete and produce 

their Arts Award logs. This will award them with a qualification from Trinity College 

London. It has included studying their favourite artists, experiencing a show, sharing a 

skill and leading a workshop. These activities have been pupil led child-centred 

experiences which have allowed individuals to grow in confidence and gain a real sense 

of pride in what they are achieving. 

Pupils have worked with a wide range of materials this year from ceramics to large scale 

set designs. They have begun to really take ownership of their work and are very aware 

of the qualifications and options on offer in the Arts. We are seeing a larger number of 

pupils specifically requesting to take part in GCSE’s, Arts Award, the production of 

costumes, sets and props. Pupils work incredibly hard in the hope that their work will be 

displayed in the gallery areas around school which has been expanded after requests 

from school council for more art around the corridors.  BIG thanks to everyone who help 

to put together these fantastic events! 

In the autumn term 2014, Key Stage 3 learned about "fanfares"; they learnt how to 

recognise different musical aspects of the device and when they are used. We looked at 

5 different brass instruments and had a go at playing them. After half term this work 

developed into some composition work identifying and using musical devices such as 

major, minor and chromatic to depict specific characters in film music. Some children 

then used keyboards to create their own short musical compositions and begin to 
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improvise these devices to accompany silent movies that some Key Stage had created in 

school the previous term. Other children developed their understanding of instruments 

playing together and separately using some music IT software. 

In Key Stage 4, Sulham class explored "Samba" music from Brazil.  They learnt different 

rhythms and developed their capacity to play one rhythm whilst others played something 

different. They learnt about the different instruments typically used and were able to 

make informed choices about which they would like to play. They developed their 

kinaesthetic learning through moving and playing together. 

The 6th Form Arts Award group had some taster lessons on three very different aspects 

of music. These were selected in response to a survey we undertook at the start of the 

year. They explored Taiko drumming from Japan, ukulele playing from the folk tradition 

and learnt how to use the Launchpad iPad app which is a precursor to DJ and electronic 

music production.  After these tasters and others from drama and art, students took one 

specialist subject to develop.  The group had experiences of being an audience member 

during this time when singer Tom Murray gave a performance and master class to the 

group. 

The secondary school choir were invited to perform at the COVEA Christmas fair where 

they performed carols and Christmas songs to a very appreciative audience. 

During the spring term, all the secondary school music groups worked on elements of 

our production ‘Finding Nemo’.  Songs were learnt and performance skills developed, 

new lyrics were composed to adapt songs, small group and solo pieces developed and a 

staff band was created. This has been so successful that it has continued and comes 

together regularly for school events. 

Throughout the year music has been developing with the allocation of a dedicated music 

room for lessons and therapy, the development of music resources in the primary school, 

specific music training for non-specialist music teachers in primary school and a ukulele 

club for staff to support bringing music into the primary classroom. Many staff and 

students have stepped up a level this year to ensure that music remains at the heart of 

Brookfields School. 

Recent Drama highlights have included two of our 6th Form Arts Award students, Connor 

J and Victoria W, attending Reading University to perform in a SEN School Drama 

showcase. They performed their devised piece based on ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ 

with great success to an audience of university professionals and students and Drama 

students from 3 other SEN schools. They had brilliant feedback and we are very proud of 

them for such a fantastic achievement. 

We have also enjoyed seeing Drama reach as far down the school as Key Stage 1 this 

past term. Our youngest current Drama students in Green Class are definitely budding 

actors and have been an absolute delight to dramatically explore stories such as 

‘Gorgeous George and the Dirty Dragon’ and ‘Brand New Bear’ with! 

Have a great Summer holiday from all the Creative Arts Team! 

(Continued from page 18) 
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RDA has had lots of exciting 
trips this term.  Firstly, they 
have visited Bucklebury 
Farm for a fun day out, 
courtesy of the volunteers, to 
say a big thank you to all the 
riders for their hard work.  
Their next trip was to 
Cullinghood stables where 
the RDA riders got a chance 
to ride in the woods and play 
games on horseback. 

RDA has had another intake 
of new riders. This term they 
welcomed James, Thomas 
and Ryan.  All three boys 
have really worked hard this 
term and show huge 
potential.  Unfortunately, we 
have to say goodbye to an 
experienced rider, Callum, 
who is leaving the school to 
go to Project Search. RDA 
wishes him the best of luck! 

On the last riding session 
this term, Mrs Headland 
came to watch as all the 
riders were awarded 
trophies, certificates and 
rosettes for their hard work 
this year. Well done to all the 
riders! 

All the staff at RDA hope the 
riders have a great summer 
and enjoy themselves! 

They look forward to seeing 
them in the new academic 
year. 

Kerrie Byers 
and all the staff from RDA. 

Riding for the Disabled Riding for the Disabled Riding for the Disabled Riding for the Disabled 
Association (RDA)Association (RDA)Association (RDA)Association (RDA)    
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Youth Club has been busy once again this 

term.  There have been our usual trips to the 

golf range and McDonalds.  Alongside this 

we had a trip to Pingewood, to try our hands 

at bath tub racing, beer keg riding and 

human table football.  All of which wouldn’t 

have been possible without Sue Smith who 

raised the money by running the Reading 

Half Marathon.  Thanks Sue! 

We have also had lots of new onsite 

activities this term including a pool party!  

There were beach balls and water everywhere, not to mention the handmade waves, 

courtesy of Darren.  Most recently we held an outdoor games night where the whole club 

took part in a huge game of rounders.  Everyone had a great night and the members took 

the staff beating them very well (even if we did boast…slightly.)  

Unfortunately, it’s that time of year where we have to say 

goodbye and good luck to some of our members that are 

moving on.  This year our leavers are; Alonza C, Naomi M, 

Alex W, Stephanie W, Zoya M and Shane B.  As well as 

losing members we are also losing a member of staff, Matt 

Hood.  Matt is leaving us to move to Brighton to head into 

a career of teaching.  To all our leaver’s, “Goodbye and 

Good Luck; we wish you all the best for the future!” 

So here’s to another great year at Youth Club and many 

more to come! We will be back on Thursday  10/9/15. 

Have a great Summer! 

From Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson  

and all the staff at Youth Club  
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and Work Experience 

We would like to welcome Kerry Flint the 
newest member of the Way2Work team who 
will be joining us in September. This will allow 
us to keep up with the large number of work 
experience placements that we are able to 
offer across the year.  We have gained 3 new 
employers to our ever growing portfolio of work 
experience placements.  They are Covea 
Insurance, Lake Autos in Burghfield and The 
Range. 

The highlight of this term was Careers Week. 
Careers Week is held every year at Brookfields. Its aim is to help students understand 
the different types of jobs and activities that are available for them in the future. We are 
committed to making a difference for our students and supporting them achieve their 
dreams and aspiration of paid employment. Although all of our students may not gain 
employment in the future due to their individual needs, we want to increase the 
probability and possibility of paid employment for those that can work. 

During Careers Week we organised 28 
separate events and activities for the students, 
all of which focused on developing their work 
based skills, knowledge and attitudes. These 
activities included: 

• Auto skills work shop (Car mechanics) 
• Dogs Trust Visit 
• Rock Assembly at Wembley Arena 
• Wellbeing workshops, 
• Strawberry Picking 
• Interview experience 
• Enterprise activities including planning an afternoon tea 
• St Johns Ambulance First Aid course 
• DEAFinately Creaseless (ironing workshops) 
 
Here is some of the feedback from students about the week: 

“Careers Week was really useful as it made me think about what I want to do as a job” 

“It was great having people come into the school” 

“I loved the interview skills practice – I learnt so much!” 

“Everyone who came into school did a great job! It wouldn’t have been the same without 
them” 

 
If you are willing to learn more about how you can contribute to our Pathway to 
Employment and support our students journey into employment, please contact: 

Julie Grant  0118 9421382 
jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
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This year has been busy as usual with groups out at Englefield Garden Centre, the 5-a-

Day Garden, Newbury Rugby Club and Rushall Farm.  

Sulham class has been supported in potting plants, looking after the ‘Bird Garden’ and 

generally keeping the Garden Centre spick and span. This has taken place in a real 

working environment with staff and customers also going about their daily business. The 

5-a-Day garden presents opportunities to develop lots of horticultural skills in both team 

and individual situations. Creating wood chip paths, building compost bays, pruning fruit 

trees, willow weaving and digging plots are typical examples of the jobs done. Rushall 

Farm has offered the usual range of field, farm and woodland tasks but the favourite is 

always helping with the lambing season. 

At Newbury RFC the regular work was interrupted by the chance to create a Rugby World 

Cup mural. This was on the perimeter boarding of a new David Lloyd Leisure Centre that 

is being built there. Everyone had a 2 metre high rugby ball to paint in the colours of the 

various countries participating in the World Cup and then students were presented with 

official merchandise as a memento gift and thank you. 

Enterprise goods remain popular and there is always a Christmas rush! We also have a 

new ‘wine bottle bird feeder’ in the early stages of production. Pudding Lane Nursery is 

one of our recent outlets and their 

customers love our products. We have 

promised to do sales days at Covea and 

Laithwaites but production and product 

availability is limited by output constraints. 

We are not a factory, so any goods that 

you buy may well become rare and 

desirable items that are valued on future 

Antiques Roadshow programmes! As 

always, the support of the lovely people 

down at Laithwaites are instrumental in the 

success of our Enterprise operation. 

Trevor Coles 

Head of Enterprise Education 

 

Practical fork lift experience at the 
Community Furniture Project.  
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After School Club was pleased to hear Lisa Klatt’s (ASC Manager) news of the safe 

arrival of baby Noah William Clark, 7lb 7oz, on the 19th May 2015. 

It has been birthday season this term and all the children have enjoyed lots of cake with 

chocolate cake being the firm favourite. 

Due to the nice weather we have spent lots of time outdoors and have had regular 

picnics on site or in the local park. 

After School Club is working at full capacity and  currently has an extensive waiting list. If 

you haven't already done so and need to cancel your son/daughters permanent days for 

September, or want to request a change in days, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Our last session will be Tuesday 21st July and we will re-open on Wednesday 2nd 

September 2015. 

Wishing you a good summer. 

Gill Cleaver 
Extended Services Manager 

Julie Johnston, Emotional Literacy Support Assistant in Key Stage 3 and Joan Ball 

(West Berks Outreach Team) are trained to run this SIBS event. The aims are for siblings 

to get to know each other and have fun together. They will also share experiences and 

learn more about their sibling’s disability. 

This free event takes place over two 

consecutive Saturdays, lunch will be 

provided.  

The next SIBS events will be on 10th 

October and 17th October 2015, the times 

to be confirmed.  

For further information please contact Julie 

Richards, Outreach Administrator on 0118 

9421 382. 
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Unlike last year, when we were indoors due to the downpour, we were able to hold this 

year’s family Barbeque outside on the field in the lovely sunshine. It made such a 

difference and families enjoyed buying from the various stalls and car boot, taking a 

chance to win on the tombola and the raffle, playing games in the children’s corner or 

trying to score a goal in the football game.   

A magician was in attendance, alternating between making balloons and performing his 

magic act. It was amazing how he did it all and how attentive his audience was. They 

were so enthralled by his expertise. 

Great offers were to be had on the silent auction, which included some signed DVD’s 

from Ricky Gervais (TV’s The Office), three porcelain dolls, an I Tunes voucher, tickets 

for the Marvellous Festival at The Wellington Country Park and sessions with a yoga 

teacher and a chiropractor.  

The refreshments went down well and the staff cooking at the barbeque were rushed off 

their feet cooking burgers and sausages. There was quite a long queue at times!  Cream 

teas could also be eaten, sitting in the shade on the 6th Form patio whilst listening to the 

band. Some of the pupils even got up and sang with them and were very entertaining. 

When the money was collected in and counted, the grand total was £800 which is 

amazing and will go towards paying for more residential trips and outings as well as 

buying some lighting and disco equipment so we can run our own discos at the end of 

term and Christmas Do’s and will also enhance the great productions that are put on by 

the secondary pupils each year. 

Speaking of Christmas, the PTA are already organising this year’s Grand Christmas 

Bazaar which will be held on Saturday  December 5th 2015 from 12.00 – 3.00pm. So 

keep the date in your diary and look out for letters coming home nearer the time. 

Have a great summer! 

Jenny Marshall 
Chair of Brookfields PTA 
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Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker, is 

on call for advice and support throughout 

the summer holidays.  Marnie Osborn, 

Autism Support Worker, is available from 

10th August 2015 during the holidays to 

work with you to implement programmes 

to help children with autism.  Please feel 

you can contact Ashley or Marnie to 

discuss problems and maybe arrange a 

home visit during the holiday.  

However, if your child is displaying 

seriously challenging behaviours and 

someone is at risk, you must contact the 

police.  You can call 999 in an emergency, 

or dial 101, on that number you will talk to 

the police directly.  They will discuss with you the best course of action. 

All Join In 
This is the Early Years Parent Group for 

new parents.  It is an opportunity to get to 

know each other and the school staff and 

to share ideas about supporting our 

special children.  The group will meet five 

times during the Autumn term, Tuesdays 

11.30am - 1 pm on:  22/9/15, 6/10/15, 

3/11/15, 17/11/15 and 1/12/15 in the Sage 

Training room at Brookfields School.  

 

World Autism Awareness Day 
This is an annual event that happens at 

the beginning of April. This year some of 

the classes in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 

4 gathered together for a special assembly 

to celebrate people with autism. We had 

two special speakers, Sam J who is an ex-

pupil, talked positively on autism and how 

it should never stop you achieving in life.  

(Continued on page 27) 

Advice and support during the 

Summer Holiday 

Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker
 0759 4421908  

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker
 0796 4405 885 

ABSS 07553 951 235 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help  

Out of hours Duty Social Worker
 01344 786543 
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This year has been another great year 

for the School Council.  We have had 

regular meetings of the whole school 

as well as separate meetings for class representatives from the Primary and Secondary 

school. 

Over the year the Council have been able to pass on their class’ views about a wide 

range of issues – from school dinners to the playground – to the Senior Leadership 

Team, the teachers and assistants in class and the school governors.  

Everyone who has been on School Council this year should be really proud of the work 

they have done.  

Well done!   
Sarah Strudley,  

Head of PSHE 

The Governor's met twice in the Summer term during which we debated and approved 

the school budget and the plan to re-structure the Senior Leadership Team. Several 

governors also participated in the interview process. We too have been subject to new 

Government regulations which has resulted in a smaller Governing Body.  

The current members and more details on our work can be found on the school website 

where you can also find details about contacting the Governors if you wish. 

http://www.brookfieldsschool.org/studying-here/school/our-governors/ 

Stephen Flint, Chair of the Governors  

Amy Peckham has a brother in Key Stage 2 and she shared with the group the fun and 

the challenges of living with him.  In the 6th Form they celebrated autism by making 

bracelets and badges and they baked cakes for the very well attended Autism Awareness 

Day coffee morning.  They raised about £75 for the National Autistic Society, which is very 

impressive; a big thank you for the support from both staff and parents. 

This year we have welcomed two new members to the team.  Peter Masaryk has taken on 

the responsibility for helping staff to work with some of the children with physically 

challenging behaviours.  He works across the whole school for ABSS one day a week.  

Julie Richards joined the team in April as the new administrator.  She also has other 

administration responsibilities in the school. 

Merete Hawkins 
Head of ABSS 

(Continued from page 26) 



28  Summer 2015 

 

pupils must ensure the pupils are in school on time.  Please park outside the 
school grounds and walk up the drive to drop off or collect.  Thank you for your co

-operation.   

Enjoy the summer break and we will welcome pupils back into school on 

Wednesday 2nd September 2015. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Headteacher’s Message 

Diary Dates 

01/09/15 Staff training day 

02/09/15 Pupils return 

10/09/15 HPV Immunisations Yr 8 girls 

10/09/15 MMR Immunisations Yr 10 & Yr11 

18/09/15 Secondary Sports Day 

22/09/15 All Join In early Years parent group 

20/10/15 Progress Evening 

10/09/15 Youth Club starts 

Term Dates  2015—2016 

Holiday 
Thu 23rd July -  
Tue 1st September 2015 

 

Term 1 
Wed 2nd September - 
Thu 22nd October 2015 

37 days 

Holiday 
Fri 23rd October -  
Mon 2nd November 2015 

 

Term 2 
Tue 3rd November -  
Fri 18th December 2015 

34 days 

Holiday 
Mon 21st December - 
Mon 4th January 2016 

 

Term 3 
Tue 5th January -  
Fri 12th February 2016 

29 days 

Holiday 
Mon 15th February - 
Fri 19th February 2016 

 

Term 4 
Mon 22nd February - 
Thurs 24th March 2016 

24 days 

Holiday 
Friday 25th March 2016 - 
Mon 11th April 2016 

 

Term 5 
Tues 12th April -  
Fri 27th May 2016 

33 days 

Holiday 
Mon 30th May -  
Fri 3rd June 2016 

 

Term 6 
Mon 6th June -  
Wed 20th July 2016 

33 days 

This beautiful piece of artwork made by our Year 11 student, Tierney B, has been kindly 
donated to Brookfields School by her family. It will be displayed in our Reception area. 


