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As we approach the end of another busy term, the Christmas decorations have gone up and the 
unseasonable weather continues, it is time to reflect on “life at Brookfields”. The senior students 
were joined by their families to celebrate their achievements in a wide variety of curriculum areas 
at our annual Presentation Evening.  Many certificates were awarded, quotes from work 
experience placements read out and speeches made to illustrate their accomplishments.  We 
were very proud of all our students and also enjoyed the wonderful buffet provided before the 
awards ceremony. Many thanks to Jenny Marshall for organising this annual event. 
 
All students and staff were made aware of “Anti Bullying Week” from 16th-20th November.  Pupils 
attended assemblies, designed posters, created written work and remembered just how important 
it is for everyone to be friends in a large community like ours. 
 
As some of you may be aware Brookfields is part of the newly formed “Berkshire Teaching 
Alliance” (BTA) and the school has been extremely busy developing its package to encourage 
applications to train to teach.  Recruitment to teaching is very difficult across the country.  
However, we have been delighted by the very encouraging responses so far and interviews have 
been taking place across the three lead schools.  I will keep you informed of the developments. 
 
Interviews have also been taking place here at Brookfields to cover our two maternity posts and I 
am delighted to say that we have recruited to fill the posts. 
 
Only this morning we received the news that Kirsty Simmonds had her baby at 6am!  Welcome to 
Joshua Louis – mother and baby are both doing very well. Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

continued on page 24 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

Blink Dance Company  

 

 

 

  

 

We have welcomed nine new children to the 
Department this term, many of whom started 
school for the first time. We are delighted that 
they have settled in so well and have made 
secure relationships with both staff and other 
children.  

We have been focusing on the theme of “Circus” 
this term and have had wonderful visits from the 
Blink Dance Theatre, as shown in the picture, 
and also Drum Runners. All pupils benefitted 
from these experiences (although some staff 
were none too pleased at having pretend custard 
pies thrown at them by the clowns!).  

Forest School has also provided rich and 
positive learning experiences for our children this 
term. We have visited local woodland each 
Wednesday, taking time to explore and follow 
each child’s interests, whether this is making 
marks in the soil, building a camp, playing “Hide 
and Seek” or watching falling leaves.  

Our Early Years parent course “All Join In” has 
been running successfully this term and the 
monthly “Stay and Play” sessions continue to be 
very popular. At the November session, where 
the focus was parachute games, over 15 
parents, grandparents and siblings came, which 
was fantastic!  

The children performed brilliantly in the 
Christmas Nativity Play all about ‘The Lucky Owl’ 
and we are very proud of them all. We enjoyed 
our annual visit to Highdown School, who put on 
a wonderful party for us, with a special visit from 
Father Christmas.  

We would like to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Sara Avenell, Head of Early Years and all the 
Early Years Team. 

 

 

Forest School making marks in the soil  
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The Autumn Term has zoomed by incredibly 
quickly and I find it hard to believe that the 
Christmas Holidays are almost upon us. I 
would like to firstly thank all pupils, parents 
and staff for giving me such a warm welcome 
into Key Stage 2, for as you know I 
transferred here in September after working 
as Head of Key Stage 3.  

Our topic this term has been ‘Sweet Dreams’ 
and we have had a full and varied curriculum 
that has given the pupils lots of opportunities 
for some creative learning. Back in October 
five classes took part in dance workshops 
linked to ‘Sweet Dreams’ and at the beginning 
of December we had a special cross-
curricular creative day where we all went off 
timetable and took part in some really fun 
activities: meeting owls, drumming, putting up 
tents and making dream catchers. Black class 
and Purple class also enjoyed aromatherapy 
massages in a themed ‘sweet dreams’ room 
full of pillows, blankets, lullaby music and 
bubble tubes.  

Back in October, Tor Carter, Sky class 
teacher, organised a special Rugby Day for all 
pupils to mark the start of the Rugby World 
cup and 5 members of White class proudly 
represented the school at Theale where they 
won Silver Medals in a sports competition 
alongside mainstream schools. 
Congratulations to Ace H, Jack H, Jack A, 
Harvey R and Joseph W! 

 
 
 

 

Each class has enjoyed a trip to Thames 
Valley Adventure Playground (Taplow) 
which is on-going each term. They have 
also had outings on the bus to a variety of 
locations: Black visited Thatcham 
Discovery Centre and Purple went to The 
Oracle Shopping Centre. Sky have been 
to Pizza Hut, the train station, Madejski 
stadium and the bowling alley. White have 
been to The Look Out Discovery Centre to 
build dens in the wood and also Sulham 
Woods to explore animal habitats.  Orange 
have made pizzas at pizza hut and painted 
owls at The Mad Hatter’s Pottery. Some of 
Pink and Indigo have been to Gravity 
Force for trampolining and Indigo have 
had trips to Dinton Pastures and Green’s 
Garden Centre.                                                                                         
Continues on Page 3 
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Key Stage 2 continued:- 

It was lovely to see lots of you at our ‘Christmas Bonanza’. We were so proud of how well all 
our pupils performed in our Christmas Show and hope you enjoyed it too. On 14th December 
all pupils visited Santa’s Grotto in the secondary school, where they received a present from 
Father Christmas. We also had a rather loud and lively Key Stage party for all pupils; thank 
you very much for donating food and drink for this.  

All of Key Stage 2, but particularly Orange Class, wishes Kirsty Simmonds, class teacher, all 
the best as she leaves us at to go on Maternity leave. We also say goodbye and thanks to 
Diane Wood, class teacher for Pink Class.  

Next term we start a new topic: ‘Up, Up and Away’. Teachers have been working hard to plan 
some exciting activities and trips for this which we will let you know about in the New Year.  

On behalf of all of the staff team in Key Stage 2 we wish you a very happy and relaxing 
Christmas break. We look forward to welcoming your child back in January.  

Pauline Snowdon, Head of Key Stage 2  

 

It’s been a fun packed term in Key Stage 3 as ever!  

Our theme, ‘Festivals’, has in some way been celebrated in every classroom and has been a 
very prominent focus for much of the learning that has taken place this term. Pupils have 
participated in a huge range of activities; from learning about celebrations such as Diwali, the 
Circus, the Rio Carnival, Thanksgiving and Bonfire Night, to the more serious events in the 
calendar we mark, such as Armistice Day. We still have Christmas to come-.!  

               



5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Continued from Page 4 
                       

Key Stage 3 also had a cross curricular day this term where we learnt about Mexico’s festival 
‘The Day of the Dead’.  Inspired by a member of our staff, who is from Mexico, we developed 
the day around a traditional Mexican story about death and the rich man. A big thank you to 
Tom Murray (The Rich Man) and Karen Wallace-Jones (Death) who dressed up, and brought 
the characters to life, but also to the staff team who worked so hard to make the day such a 
success. 
 

                                              
 

 
Finally, I’d like to tell you about our new Year 9 ‘Monitor’ system that we have introduced into 
Key Stage 3. Pupils in Year 9 that are working hard, being responsible and helpful to both 
their peers and staff, could be nominated to be a Year 9 monitor. Once nominated, they will 
have special privileges that include showing visitors around the school, helping set up 
equipment, etc.  
 
So far we have had three Monitors in Key Stage 3; Lewis C, Jorden H and Harry F.  

Well done to you all! 

              

On behalf of all of the staff team in Key Stage 3 we wish you a very Happy Christmas and 
New Year. We look forward to welcoming your child back in January.  

Peter Masaryk and Angie Hunt, Heads of Key Stage 3. 
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The end of another long but extremely exciting and productive term is nearing. It seems a long 
time since Sports Day in September. I am delighted with how well all the Year 10 and Year 11 
students have settled into the department and taken on the responsibilities and attitudes that the 
staff have expected of them in their new year groups.  

Over the term the department has taken part in many different activities ranging from sports events 
on and offsite to creative arts events, performing at the Shakespeare Schools Festival and going 
to the theatre in Oxford. We have also had several students out on Work Based Learning 
placements (covered in the Pathways to Employment section of this Newsletter), Work Related 
Learning, College and Travel Training activities. A special mention must go to Grace A who was 
Employee of the Month in October for her fantastic Work Based Learning placement. I am 
extremely proud of how well all of our students have represented themselves and the school when 
offsite. Well Done Key Stage 4!  

Sulham Class follow a thematic approach 
to their teaching. As part of their topic on 
London this term, they have been looking 
at different landmarks and transport within 
the capital. The class have been making 
their own versions of the crown jewels in art 
lessons, as well as designing their own 
underground tube maps and creating their 
own station names. They even went on a 
(virtual!) trip on the London Eye. Tickets 
please! The rest of the classes in Key 
Stage 4 are very jealous of the new Sulham 
classroom, which underwent a major 
refurbishment from science room to 
classroom over the summer.  

 

We were also really excited to celebrate the success of our current Year 11s and those that moved 
on last year at our annual Presentation Evening in November. It was a fantastic event that brought 
out a lot of emotion for parents and staff.  
 

Thirtover Place 

This term we ran the second overnight trip to Thirtover Place in Coldash. This was an extremely 
successful trip again, with everyone returning to school tired, but happy. The aim of the trip was 
to foster and develop relationships between groups of students outside of the school 
environment.  

A huge emphasis of the trip was on developing our student’s ability to work as part of several 
different teams; living together for a night; developing resilience and developing key 
independence skills whilst having fun. 
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Continued from Page 6:- 

 

Some of the many activities we took part in were: 

• Grass Sledging  
• Backwoods cooking on Dampers 
• A scavenger hunt with i Pads 
• Low ropes confidence course 
• Tent building 
• Making team flags 
• Making Key Stage bunting 
• A Manhunt (a wide-game played in the dark) 
• Songs and ghost stories around a campfire 

 

Thank you to all the staff that have made this term so 
successful, giving up time to ensure several valuable and 
rewarding experiences could take place for our students. 
Without the on-going dedication of the Key Stage 4 staff team 
we would not be able to run such a varied and exciting 
curriculum that we hope best prepares our students for their 
future destinations. 

We have several exciting Christmas activities organised, 
including ice skating in Windsor and making our own Christmas 
dinner. 
 
Merry Christmas from all of us in Key Stage 4. 
 
David Maycock, Head of Key Stage 4 
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Here we see the class engaged in discussion about 
the situation in Syria as part of their Functional 

English lesson. Opinions were varied reflecting the 

general consensus in the House of Commons. 

Hello again from the 6th Form. As the nights draw in and the days become shorter we must not 
forget “Tis the season to be jolly” as the Christmas festivities begin in earnest. The students have 
been as busy as ever preparing themselves for their lives beyond Brookfields, taking part in a 
range of activities designed to develop their independence as well as their social and employability 
skills.  

The students in Sandy Boyle’s Class have 
been working hard to improve their 
communication skills and have completed a 
series of workshops provided by Talkback, 
a group promoting self-advocacy. These 
sessions help people to build self-esteem, 
confidence and to have more say and 
control over their own lives. The workshops 
covered topics such as:-  

• knowing yourself better 
• understanding others better 
• being able to question and learn  
• being able to listen 
• being able to say what you think 

The students were a credit to themselves and the school and received very positive feedback from 
the course provider. “The group were an absolute delight to work with! They were engaged, 
thoughtful and motivated and some of their creative ideas were really inspiring!” 
 
Current Affairs is a recent addition to the 
curriculum and is proving to be very popular 
and thought provoking. The news from around 
the world has not made pleasant reading but it 
has been fantastic to observe our young 
people taking a genuine interest in world affairs 
and discussing very serious topics and events 
in a mature and considered way.  The class 
has received very positive comments from 
other staff from outside the department who 
have been impressed by their knowledge and 
understanding of some quite complex subjects.  
 
The Town Training Programme has enabled 
another young person to become an independent 
traveller. Joe was able to travel to town and run a 
few errands before meeting up with staff at a 
designated place and time. This is a remarkable achievement for many of our young people as 
independent travel opens up so many doors and windows of opportunity. In the New Year we will 

The students were asked to discuss what they might 
say if the whole world was listening.  

This topic inspired them so much that it became one 

of our interactive wall displays. 
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send home a booklet that will give you information and guidance about the Town Training 
programme and ideas on how you can best help when travelling with your son/daughter. 
 
 
 
Ola Tar’s Class have been 
exploring new and different textures 
in activities for the X-Factor theme. 
The students have visited a 
different garden centre each week 
experiencing/seeing different 
plants, flowers, fish and small 
animals. Students have watched 
and fed the Koi at Dobbie’s Garden 
Centre and have seen the resident 
reindeers in the run up to the festive 
period.  
 
 
 
 
Ceri Brueton and Helen Maycock’s Class have been taking part in a variety of lessons and 
activities. In Community Skills students have been volunteering at St Mary’s Church in Burghfield 
where they have developed their independence and “life after school” skills by helping to clean the 
church. The entire congregation are extremely pleased with their efforts and they even had a visit 
from the vicar who showed her appreciation with a selection of biscuits.  
 
In Enterprise lessons the students have been practicing taking orders for their X-Factor Café and 
preparing light snacks and drinks. These sessions have enabled the students to develop their 
functional maths and literacy skills along with their independent living and employability skills. 
Students have started their Arts Award which involves discovering different art, studying different 
artists and sharing their own artwork with others. So far the students have made clay pots, painted 
canvases in the style of artist Jasper Johns and talked about their favourite songs. 
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In Heather Beeney’s Class, students have been working very hard on putting on a fundraising 
event for the New Year.  Students have had to put on their enterprising hats and think of a fun, 
interactive way to raise money for charity.  As the theme this Autumn was X-Factor, Heather’s 
class decided that they could organise their very own talent show for Key Stage 4 and 6th Form.  
The students brainstormed what is involved with putting on a talent show, created a survey to ask 
their peers for input, and practiced their sales pitches to persuade the Head of 6th Form to approve 
the event.  The class has also created posters for the event and are now producing tickets that 
they can sell for charity.  We are looking forward to the end result and being able to enjoy the 
talent that Brookfields has to offer.   
 
Alice Taylor has been taking a group of students to Earth Trust. Samuel, Daniel, William and 
Kalan, have joined Thomas, Ben, Jack and Aaron at Earth Trust this year. The group have had the 
chance to learn more about the countryside, how to stay safe and follow signs, how to use special 
equipment like a millstone to make flour from wheat, and a Kelly Kettle to make hot chocolate in 
the woods. We have been helping to maintain the living willow sculpture of a ship at Neptune 
Woods and have made some Christmas decorations from the willow we’ve harvested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, just a reminder to you that we are currently organising our joint residential trips with Key 
Stage 4. Please return any forms regarding these trips to school as soon as possible. If you have 
lost or not received a letter about the trips please contact your son/daughter’s class teacher or the 
school office. 
 
As 2015 draws to a close the staff and students of the 6th Form would like to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form 
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Many of our students want to have a job when they leave 
school, which is a fantastic dream and aspiration to have! 
Our unique and highly regarded Careers Education 
Programme, ‘Pathway to Employment’ has been designed 
and developed to support the students from Primary School 
to 6th Form to learn about the world of work and support 
them in achieving their dream and aspiration of getting a job 
when older. It is designed to help them make informed 
decisions about their future. We use a range of different 
approaches such as Careers Coaching and careers 
guidance, taught weekly careers lessons, Work Based 
Learning placements, Job Coaching, Work Related 
Learning and Business Enterprise schemes. 
 
Brookfields School 
has been working in 

partnership with an Independent Careers Education 
Provider, Talentino!, for the last 4 years in developing a 
Careers Education programme for special schools called 
‘Careers at Every Level’. This is a unique partnership and 
one which we are very proud of as we really are making a 
difference to the life outcomes of young people all over 
England, not just our students at Brookfields School. 
 
On 12th November, Brookfields School and Talentino! 
celebrated our 4th year of partnership. This was the same day that we held our second conference 
on Careers Education for young people with special needs. We hosted over 30 delegates from a 
range of special schools, virtual schools, national charities and education authorities. Members of 
the Brookfields team spoke about the partnership and how we are developing the programme. The 
highlight of the event though was the 4 students from Brookfields who spoke about the 
programme, their Work Based Placements and their Supported Internship at a local Primary 
School. They really did themselves proud and spoke so eloquently about their dream of having a 
job! 
 
Our partnerships with local businesses and organisations have continued to develop. These 
partnerships have been the cornerstone to the successes our programme has had in raising the 
aspirations of the students, their families and local businesses. We have had some great 
successes with young people gaining fulltime paid employment which has been a direct result of 
our Pathway to Employment.   
 
Through the programme, students gain real life experience of work through bespoke placements 
and develop vital employability skills such as team work, good communication and an 
understanding of employment. Through the research that we have done, we know that businesses 
are not only interested in exam grades or how many exams someone has got. Recent CBI 
research shows that business are interested in the attitude that the individual has to work, their 
character, their work experience, and what they can bring to the company. Our vision is to 
‘Increase the possibility and probability of paid employment’ for our students. As a result of 
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following our programme, our students’ will be able to gain meaningful, paid and sustained 
employment. We know that this is a big ask and we know that our students will need to access the 
right support, but we are clear in our belief the all students have a right to employment. 
 
Our Pathway to Employment team are an incredibly hard 
working and dedicated team, who support the students in class 
as well as on Work Based Placements. In addition to paid 
members of staff, we really couldn’t achieve the successes we 
have without an amazing group of volunteers! Our volunteers 
do a range of different jobs, which could be from supporting 
young people on Work Based Placements, helping them think 
about areas they would like to improve, helping support 
students in Careers Education Lessons. Through the work of 
the team of staff and volunteers, students are raising their 
aspirations and making great strides in developing their skills 
ready for employment. 
 
As part of the continual development of our Pathway to Employment over this year we are working 
on getting the Investors in Careers Award. This is the most widely used nationally recognised 
quality standard for the management of careers education, information, advice and guidance 
(CEIAG). All Investors in Careers Award holders have to demonstrate a commitment to provide 
impartial, independent careers education, information and guidance to all young people. We feel 
we are already exceeding this standard. 
 
This term we were sad to see Amy Wildman leave the team to move on to a new job. During her 
time in the team she had a significant impact on developing the programme to ensure our students 
have the best possible future job prospects. We wish her well in her new job. Earlier this term, we 
welcomed a new member to the team and are extremely lucky to have Kerry Flint. Her main roles 
are supporting the Way2Work lessons and developing further Work Based Placements. 

 
Do you want to make a difference to someone’s life? 

 
Do you have experience of supporting people at work? 

 
Are you a retired business person who is looking for something to do? 

 
This could be your opportunity! 

 
We are looking for more volunteers to support our students. 

 
If you feel you have the skills and want to make a difference to someone’s life,  

then please contact:- 
 

 Julie Grant (Work Related Learning Manager) on either 0118 9421382 
  

or you can email her at jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
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So far this term, 21 students from Key Stage 4 and 6th Form have completed their Work Based 
Placements. Work Based Placements allow the students to experience first-hand the world of 
work, to put into practice what they are learning in the classroom, develop their skills, confidence 
and experience as well as allowing them to decide the type of job they may like to do in the future. 
Every student has said how much they enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about their possible 
chosen careers at first hand. The feedback from the managers of the businesses used has been 
very encouraging and supportive. 
 
To celebrate and acknowledge the 
achievements of students on Work Based 
Placements, we have introduced an ‘Employee 
of the Month’. We take into account feedback 
from the host employer, school staff and 
parents.  
 
Students to join our Employee of the Month 
wall of fame so far have been:  
 

 September: Joe M 
 October: Grace A 
 November: Daniel O 

 
We have over 50 local businesses who have signed up to support our students, but we are always 
on the search for more, whether they be small, medium or large employers. We have recently 
welcomed several new businesses to our employers network who support Work Based 
Placements; McDonalds, Englefield Estates, Waterstones and Waitrose.   
 
We continue to work with Sainsbury’s, 
Delicious Café, Food Kick Coffee shop, 
Sparklers Pre-school, The Ways and Means 
Trust, Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, Theale 
Library and The Link Coffee Shop:to name 
but a few.  
 
We are very grateful for the continuing support 
of these businesses that are making a real 
difference to the future lives of our students.  

 
The Pathways to Employment Team 
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What an exciting first term it’s been here at Project SEARCH. We are now well into our fourth year 

and we were very pleased to welcome nine new students that began their journey with us in 

September 2015. There were some nervous faces on the first few days but this soon gave way to 

excitement and enthusiasm about starting their in new departments. We had a week of induction 

where the students had a chance to get to know one another, have tours around the hospital and 

the opportunity to meet their managers and new work colleagues. Throughout the first week the 

students also successfully completed their mandatory training. Many of the Trusts experienced 

trainers carried out bespoke training sessions to better engage the students and make learning 

lots of important information not only easier, but fun as well. The students all passed their training 

which covered key areas including manual handling, fire safety and data protection. The students 

voted and the overall winner was the ‘Waste Watchers’ training, think it may have had something 

to do with chocolates being a key element to the training!! 

It was then time for the students to head off to work. We have over 40 

rotation opportunities based at the Royal Berkshire Hospital and this term 

we have seen students undertake roles in Pharmacy, ENT, Portering, 

Patient Experience, Catering, Resus Training and Pathology Stores.  

Ex Brookfields students Alice L and Callum B have spent the last 10 

weeks working in their first rotation. Alice has been working in the 

Berkshire Cancer Centre as an Administrative Assistant. Alice commented 

“I felt nervous and a little anxious before I started but now I feel happy, 

proud, confident and determined to do well at Project SEARCH. Fridays 

are my favourite day of the week as I get to spend all day in my 

department.” 

Callum has been hard at work in the hospital Post  Room as a Post 

Room Assistant, Callum said “I was very excited about starting Project 

SEARCH. I have really enjoyed it so far and the best bit has been 

meeting lots of new people, especially my work colleagues in the post 

room.” 

It is hard to believe that Christmas is approaching, and with that comes the end of rotation 1. All 

nine students are doing extremely well and they have all demonstrated that they can work hard, 

learn new skills, adapt to new environments and behave as young professionals. They should all 

be extremely proud of their achievements over the past few months, the team here at Project 

SEARCH are certainly impressed with their hard work, effort and dedication since September. 

Before all the hard work starts again in January we would like to wish everyone a very Happy 

Christmas and New Year from us all here at Project SEARCH.  

Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor 
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We welcomed new members to our School Council this year: 
 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

• Jonathan 

• George 

• Fatima 

 

Key Stage 2 

• Indigo – Noah 

• Orange – Deborah 

• Pink – Donovan 

• Purple – Amy 

• Sky – David 

• Black – Harry 

• White – Jack and Ace 

Key Stage 3 

• Tarrant Adventurers – Sarah 

• Tarrant Explorers – Owen 

• Palmer – Daniel 

• Middleton – Ethan 

• Fletcher – Kelly 

• Madejski – Ty  

• Sutton – Vinnie 

• Winslet – Max 

Key Stage 4 

• Englefield – Andrea and Stephen 

• Bradfield – Connor 

• Yattendon – Lily 

• Sulham – Ed 

 

6th Form 

• Alice – Thomas and James 

• Ola – Ben 

• Ceri/Helen – Saul 

• Sandy – Haider (Chair) and Joe 

• Heather – Ottillie and Nafisah 

 
The Brookfields School Council has been busy this term meeting to talk about a wide range of 
issues across the school. 
 
The Primary Council were asked about Forest School and primary playtimes. 
Early Years and KS1 – Forest School 
Yellow Class liked playing with leaves, playing hide and seek and looking for wildlife.  
Red Class liked drinking hot chocolate. 
KS2 – Playtimes 
Sky Class would like a curly slide and some big chalks. 
White Class would like some outside Lego, bigger bikes a big slide and a tree house. 
Black Class would like a new swing, climbing frame and slide. 
Orange Class would like more bikes and some equipment to play basketball and football. 
Indigo Class would like bigger bikes, a trampoline, a bucket swing and a climbing wall. 
Purple Class would like some more sensory play equipment. 
 
The Secondary Council were asked about anti-bullying week and secondary playtimes. 
Anti-Bullying Week - pupils across the secondary school took part in a wide range of activities 
during anti-bullying week; including a call and response rap, Talkback, writing songs and raps, 
making posters and taking part in role play. 
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The Secondary Council suggested that there were more assemblies and posters at school about 
anti-bullying to make sure all pupils knew about the issue. 
 
Playtimes - The Secondary Council had a good discussion about playtimes; they talked about the 
new rules for the MUGA, and came up with some suggestions about things they would like to do at 
playtimes. These included more bikes, more outdoor games to play, more indoor lunchtime clubs 
and a signing in and out sheet for pupils to borrow small pieces of equipment to play with. 
Finally the Secondary Council wanted to raise the issue of school dinners, some classes wanted 
hotter food and most classes wanted to have tomato ketchup on Fridays. 
 
Well done to all School Council members for coming to the meetings and telling everyone the 
things that are important to your class! 
 
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Parent Teacher Association AGM in September 2015 was well attended. There are a few 
changes to the committee with some members standing down and a few new people joining. We 
are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Alison Cook who has been a committee member for several years. 
She has though, agreed to be one of the ‘Friends of the PTA’ and we thank her for all her hard 
work. We also say thank you to Mrs Joana Brevoort who has been on the committee for the last 
year. She too, will be a Friend.  

Thank you too for all those parents who have volunteered to either join the committee or to be ‘a 
friend of the PTA’. It really helps when it comes to organising and manning events. Anyone is 
welcome to join. We meet several times a year to plan and organise events such as the Christmas 
Bazaar, the Summer BBQ, Quiz night and Disco for the pupils at the February half term.  

So, the committee this year consists of:- 

Staff: Mrs Jenny Marshall (Chair) Mrs Lorraine White (Secretary) Mr Craig McKay (Treasurer) Mrs 
Kirsty Simmonds, Mrs Jamie Bonewell and ex school cook, Mrs Pam Paxton.  

Parents: Mrs Karen Owen, Mrs Elaine Ely, Mr Stephen Curran and we welcome new members: 
Mrs Sally Hill and Mrs Monica Romano.  

Friends of the PTA’. These are parents who cannot commit to serving on the committee but 
attend the various events to help on the day. Without these volunteers we would not be able to put 
on such exciting events. These Friends are; Mrs Alison Cook, Mrs Joana Brevoort, Miss Claire 
Mitchell, Mrs Ruth Adams, Mr Anjaneya Swamy, Mr Nazeer Shaik, Mrs Rosella Kench, Mrs Diane 
Brice, Ms Michelle Morgan, Mrs Dawn Shopland and Mrs Vicky Nyssen.  

The Grand Christmas Bazaar was fantastic and raised over £2,270 (a record).  It was very busy 
with so many stalls to buy presents from, a children’s games room and a Storm Trooper collecting 
money for having his photo taken. The 1st prize in the raffle prizes was won by M Davis, the 2nd 
prize of a Hamper by Harvey P and the 3rd prize by A Chatilley. Other prizes were won by; Maria 
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Ibanez, R Sawyer, Rachel Jacobs, Mandy Whiting, Niki Humphrey, Agnes McMichael, M Lucas, 
Stephen Flint, Yvette Stofberg, Saffron Cranstone, Andrew Brown, Tierney Bishop, Aaman Arfan, 
Sid Anil, Harry Clapshaw and Michael Shellard.  The Christmas cake was won by Diana Brice, the 
Knitted Snowman by William W who also won the ‘number of sweets in a jar’, the ‘name the tiger’ 
by Meg T and the ‘guess my name’ was won by Donna Collins. Congratulations to all our winners. 
The money raised will go towards helping to fund the various Christmas trips and a visit from 
Father Christmas for the younger pupils. The PTA also fund the cost of the coaches for the 
residential weeks next summer for Key Stages 3, 4 and the 6th Form.  

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you at 
next year’s events (more details will be sent out nearer to the time):- 

 Disco Friday 12th February 2016 6.00pm – 8.30pm 
 Staff / Parent Quiz; Friday 6th May 2016 
 Summer BBQ on Saturday 25th June 2016 

Jenny Marshall, Senior Teacher and Chair of Brookfields PTA  

It’s been another great run up to Christmas at Youth Club. Since 

coming back after the summer our members have joined in with 

loads of activities including old favourites such as bowling and 

swimming and some new exciting ones such as Kung Fu, thanks to 

the SPLAT team.  

Just before October half term we had our annual Youth Club 

Halloween party. Apple bobbing, ‘Pin the bow on the skeleton’ and 

‘Make a Mummy’ were some of the games played; as well as Youth 

Club’s traditional “doughnut game”.  This has always been a firm 

favourite, watching members and staff attempt to grab a hanging 

doughnut off a piece of string with nothing but their mouths. All the 

staff continue to be amazed by the effort put into the costumes; we 

can’t wait to see next years! 

Pam and Rhona visited one evening with delicious Christmas cakes 

for all our members (and staff) to decorate and everyone took part in 

Christmas arts and crafts. For our Christmas trip we visited 

McDonalds; where members enjoyed burgers, nuggets and chips; 

as well as McFlurry’s and warm apple pies.  

In the New Year Youth Club will be holding a sponsored ride-a-thon to raise money for new 

equipment. On Thursday 28th January 2016, all staff and students involved in Youth Club will be 

jumping on an exercise bike between 8:50am and 8:50pm to do their bit towards the fundraiser. If 

you would like to make a donation there will be a sponsor form each Thursday at the Youth Club 

signing in desk. Also there will be a ‘Just Giving’ page where you can donate; the link will be on 
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the school website. (Please state that your donation is for Brookfields Youth Club). Thank you for 

all your support. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

From Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson and all the Youth Club team. See you in 2016! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
The RDA group has had another very successful 
term, with all the pupils working extremely hard in 
the run up to their grading. A huge congratulations 
goes to Matty who achieved his Grade One in 
Horse Care. Also to James, Thomas, Katie, 
Natasha and Gemma who all achieved their Grade 
One in Horse Care and Grade Two in Riding. A 
special well done goes to Jared who passed his 
Grade Two in Horse Care, and Samuel who was 
the first Brookfields pupil ever to get his Grade 
Three in Horse Care! Congratulations to you all for 
all your hard work. 
 
All the riders had a special Christmas party towards 
the end of term to celebrate their fantastic 
achievements where they had their riding hats 
Christmas-ified (an RDA tradition). 

 

             

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

from Kerrie Byers, Laura Farley and all the team at the RDA 
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Due to the large number of children using the After School Club (ASC) 
and their different age ranges we split each evening into two groups. 
One group is based in the ASC Room and the other in the 6th Form.  

This term, in addition to making new friends, the older students have 
also enjoyed learning to become more independent. The students 
have had fun planning what snacks they would like to eat and 
shopping for the ingredients. They have also helped to cook their 
snacks and clear up after they have eaten.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other exciting activities the students have participated in are ‘Arts and Crafts’, a ‘Percussion 
Workshop’ and planning themed ‘Movie Nights’.  

Please note that our last session this term will be on Thursday 17th December and we re-open on 
Tuesday 5th January 2016.  

There is currently a waiting list for places at the After School Club. Please also note that from 
January 2016 the fees will be £15 per session. 

We are pleased to inform you that ASDA in Tilehurst have selected the Brookfields After School 
Club to be one of their three chosen charities in their 'Green Token' collection scheme in January 
and February 2016. Please encourage as many of your friends and family as possible to add 
tokens to our collection pot. Your support is greatly appreciated.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

from Gill Cleaver, Tracy Haskell and all the After School Club staff. 
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On 19th November we hosted the Berkshire Special Schools Annual Tag Rugby Tournament. 
Four Berkshire Special Schools attended the event (Arbour Vale, The Castle, Addington and 
Kennel Lane). The weather was typical for a rugby tournament, raining all morning. The 
tournament had two leagues, an Amber and a Green league. We entered a team into each 
league. All of our players showed fantastic sportsmanship, teamwork and played 
exceptionally well. We were extremely pleased with the results. 

Green League – First place. 

The players were Lewis, Tayub, Raymond, Connor, Haider, Levi and Owen. 

Amber League – Second place. 

The players were Harvey, Zarghuna, Callum, Daniel, Jordan, Nafisah, Thomas, Michael and 
Jared. 

 A massive thank you to:  

• Matt Rosier for organising 
• The refs – Harry, Alex and Max from Little Heath School. 
• Bradfield class and staff for supplying hot drinks for the staff 
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We have participated in two tournaments this term with over 20 pupils attending in total. We took a 
very strong Amber team to the first tournament and came away with 4 wins out of 4 and a trophy 
to display at school. The students all played superbly and worked well as a team.  The players 
were Joe M, Haider S, Harvey V, Harry F, Lewis C, Thomas S, James S, Ty N and Jared I. 
The second tournament saw a record number of schools attend which included some strong sides 
with very good footballers. We acquitted ourselves well in all games and came 4th in the Green 
League and 5th in the Amber League (both leagues had 8 teams). The Amber team in particular 
played very well with all players making their first appearance at the tournament. The players were 
Callum B, Ben T, Tyrese W, Daniel E, Levi B and Ewan L. The Green team faced some very tough 
teams and played 5 matches with only 5 players due to illness. The team was made up of 
Raymond M, Owen S, Brendon S, Connor T, Lewis A and Tayub A. 
 

 
 

Year 11’s Carla and Connor attended the Young Ambassador training at the Madejski Stadium on 
24th November and had a fantastic day. They both came back with lots of new ideas that they are 
excited about using in their sports leadership lessons. They will have more training throughout the 
year which will lead to the Berkshire School Games at the end of the school year. 
 

We once again attended this very well organised event on 18th November. The event includes 4 
different Paralympic events which pupils learn and compete in against other primary school 
children. 5 pupils from White class represented the school - Joseph, Ace, Jack A, Jack H and 
Harvey. It was a very enjoyable event and the boys came in 2nd place and all received silver 
medals which they were very proud of! 
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Advice and support from Brookfields staff 
during the  

Christmas Holiday 
 

Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker  

0759 4421908 

  

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker  

0796 4405 885 

 

ABSS 07553 951 235 

Emergency at home 

 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

 

Call the police on 101 for their help  

 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker  

01344 786543 

Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker 

Many of you will already know Marnie 
well, her role at the school is to work with 
families at home to implement 
programmes that are devised and 
planned with you. Marnie works flexi time 
so she can be available to visit after 
school and in the holidays. In the future, 
Marnie will respond to calls and 
messages within her flexible working 
hours; this means she may not return 
calls immediately but she will respond the 
following day when she is back at work. 
Marnie will be working some of the time 
over the Christmas break, so do make 
arrangements if you need her support. 

Ashley Burrows, Family Support Worker 

Ashley is on call for advice and support 
throughout the holiday. Please feel you 
can contact Ashley to discuss any 
concerns and perhaps arrange a home 
visit. However, if your child is displaying 
seriously challenging behaviours and 
someone is at risk, you must contact the 
police. You can call 999 in an emergency, 
or dial 101 to ask the police for advice. 
They will discuss with you the best course 
of action.   

‘All Join In’ 

‘All Join In’ is the Early Years Parent Group for new parents which gives parents and carers an 
opportunity to get to know each other and the school staff and share ideas about supporting our 
special children. The group will meet during the Spring Term on Tuesdays 11.30am – 1.00 pm in 
our Sage Training Room on the following dates:- 
 

• 12/01/2016       
 

• 26/01/2016       
 

• 09/02/2016       
 

• 01/03/2016       
 

• 15/03/2016       
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Term / Holiday First Day Last Day 

Spring Term Tuesday, January 5, 2016 Friday, February 12, 2016 

Spring Half Term 2016 Saturday February 13 2016 Sunday, February 21, 2016 

Spring Term Monday, February 22, 2016 Thursday, March 24, 2016 

Easter Holidays 2016 Friday March 25 2016 Monday, April 11, 2016 

Summer Term Tuesday, April 12, 2016 Friday, May 27, 2016 

Summer Half Term 2016 Saturday May 28 2016 Sunday, June 5, 2016 

Summer Term Monday, June 6, 2016 Wednesday, July 20, 2016 

Summer Holidays 2016 Thursday July 21 2016 Sunday, September 4, 2016 

Autumn Term Monday, September 5, 2016 Friday, October 21, 2016 

Autumn Half Term 2016 Saturday, October 22, 2016 Monday, October 31, 2016 

Autumn Term Tuesday, November 1, 2016 Friday, December 16, 2016 

Christmas Holidays 2016/17 Saturday, December 17, 2016 Tuesday, January 3, 2017 

Spring Term Wednesday, January 4, 2017 Friday, February 10, 2017 

Spring Half Term 2017 Saturday, February 11, 2017 Sunday, February 19, 2017 

Spring Term Monday, February 20, 2017 Friday, April 7, 2017 

Easter Holidays 2017 Saturday, April 8, 2017 Monday, April 24, 2017 

Summer Term Tuesday, April 25, 2017 Friday, May 26, 2017 

Summer Half Term 2017 Saturday, May 27, 2017 Sunday, June 4, 2017 

Summer Term Monday, June 5, 2017 Friday, July 21, 2017 

Summer Holidays 2017 Saturday, July 22, 2017  

 

H E A D T E A C H E R ’ S  M E S S A G E  C O N T I N U E D : -  

 
Continued from Page 1:- 

 
Kirsty attended the Key Stage 2 Christmas Production on Friday to watch her class and all the 
others in the department perform their wonderful Christmas songs.  Alok Sharma, our local 
MP, joined us to celebrate and was very complimentary.  Indeed, if you look at his 
Parliamentary blog you will see a photograph he took showing the very creative scenery 
created by Charlotte Olbrecht using old clothes! 
 
This week we will continue to celebrate the festive season across the school, there will be 
many trips offsite, parties, Christmas lunches, school plays and performances, a disco and a 
final whole school assembly.  If you are able to attend any of these events you too will be able 
to witness the incredible hard work, creativity and undoubted skills of our staff and pupils! 
 
May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for a healthy, enjoyable New Year. 
 
School reopens for pupils on Tuesday 5th January, 2016. 


