Newsletter
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Headteacher’s Message
Our Summer Term Newsletter reflects the tremendous work that has continued across the whole school
and the many varied, exciting and diverse opportunities and experiences with which pupils have engaged.
These have included Cross-Curricular Days, our Inclusive Sports Day, our annual Brookfest at Rushall
Farm, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, the Riding for the Disabled Association’s award ceremony, the PTA
Family Barbeque and the Leavers’ Prom to name but a few. I am sure you will all join me in thanking the
staff at Brookfields School for their continuing hard work. They are without doubt the most amazing,
hardworking, passionate and dedicated group of people.
Throughout the year, staff focus groups have been working hard on achieving this year’s School
Development Plan targets, which have focused on:
• Improving pupils’ ability to communicate effectively a desire, thought or feeling
• The development of personalised curriculum and assessment
• The improvement all pupils’ wellbeing through the provision of accessible physical education
curriculum and activities
• The development of the school’s Initial Teacher Training programme, Berkshire Teaching Alliance
A huge amount of time, research, creativity, training and development has been invested which has
enabled us to achieve all these targets. This has led to the continued improvement and development of
the highly regarded provision and the approaches we have at Brookfields School. The governors have
been an integral part of monitoring the progress staff have made towards meeting these targets as well as
looking at the impact of them.
For the coming academic year, the themes we will be focusing on are:
• Increasing the engagement of all our pupils in learning
• Improving and developing the mental health and wellbeing of all pupils
• Continued development of personalised curriculum pathways and assessment for all pupils with
particular reference to the Rochford Review
• Developing the provision for ASD learners
Charlotte Wilshire is our school fundraiser and through her hard work, she has raised funds that have
enabled a range of projects to take place. Recently, we were handed the keys to a new minibus donated
by The Variety Club. Pupils and staff from the After School Club went to Surrey for afternoon tea to meet
the golfers and the family who raised money for the bus. We have recently received a grant from West
Berkshire to support the funding of our very popular and well received Family Courses. We have also
received grants from John Lewis, Greenham Common Trust and Foyle Foundation to support the
redevelopment of one of our sensory rooms and £3,000 from the Shanly Foundation for the sensory
equipment in the pool. Our Pangbourne House project to develop students’ independent living skills is
being supported by a grant received from Jewson. We also received £2,000 from the DM Thomas
Foundation for Young People for an adaptive trike and £15,000 from Baily Thomas for our Holiday Club.
Covea has continued to support the school and raised £3,500 for our school funds.
Continued on Page 28
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This term, Early Years have had a lot of fun
learning outside, as much as possible!
We have: continued to expand our ‘Explore’
time during the mornings to encourage
everyone to explore; engaged in weekly
Forest School trips; and particularly enjoyed
borrowing the lawn sprinkler from Jane
Stokes in the Rainbow Garden.
Our final ‘Stay & Play’ of the year went really
well, with a relaxing time in the shade of our
ever-growing ‘little’ Forest School.
However, the highlight of the term was our
trip to Adventure Dolphin, where everyone
went for a paddle on the river! Every pupil
that was able to come on the day made it on
to a boat and really enjoyed the experience.
Red Class in particular enjoyed wading in the
shallows, though Sasi did remark that the
river was “dirty!”
We wish you a very happy summer holiday
and look forward to seeing you in
September.
John Connick, Head of Early Years and all
the Early Years Team.
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Key Stage 2 has had a very action packed summer term! Our topic has been ‘Surf, Sea, Sail’
which has worked really well with all the hot weather we have had recently. Our pupils have had
lots of opportunities for outdoor learning with regular trips to our Forest School sites and some
classes have taken part in sailing lessons, tennis lessons, trips to Pangbourne meadows to learn
about the dangers of open water and of course lots of sand and water play.
Back in June some of our Year 6 pupils enjoyed an overnight stay at Thirtover Place. This was our
third year of running a short residential and it is now a regular fixture in our calendar each year.
The trip was full of a variety of exciting activities such as ten pin bowling, visiting Thatcham
Discovery Centre, grass sledging and archery. Pupils loved hanging out in the residential house at
Thirtover Place playing board games, racing round the adventure playground and chatting in their
dorm rooms. For many pupils it was their first night away from home and they managed this really
well. While the overnight trip was taking place all the other pupils had two special days to take part
in varied activities too. We had a teddy bear’s picnic and shared Key Stage games, we also had a
disco and DVD afternoon.
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Our Cross Curricular day gave the pupils a chance to experience activities that happen at the
seaside, within the familiar location of our school site. Brookfields-on-Sea swung into action for
one day with all pupils and staff wearing summer clothes, enjoying the hot temperatures and
taking part in some fun educational activities.
Our tyre garden was transformed into a beach with sand to interact with and paddling pools to
explore and cool down in. We were visited by two donkeys that the children were able to meet,
stroke and ask questions about. An ice cream van visited in the afternoon and pupils were all able
to buy an ice cream or lolly. At the end of the day the pupils reflected on their time by writing a
postcard about what they had enjoyed and receiving a stick of rock to take home.

Class News:
Purple Class have enjoyed a trip to Taplow, lots of sand and water play, many outdoor
experiences on the swings and roundabout as well as 3 interactive sensory sound and music
sessions with ‘Soundabout’ in our onsite Forest School. All of our pupils benefitted greatly from
this experience.
White Class have had a wonderful year and have enjoyed lots and lots of activities. We are very
sad to say goodbye to Fay who is moving house and starting a new job in Speech and Language
and Danni who is going to train to be a teacher. We will miss both of you, please keep in touch!
Sailing by Lewis D, pupil in White Class:White Class have been sailing this term. We went in yellow sail boats and had to use a tiller and a
rudder to help us steer. The wind on the sail made us move and go faster. We played some
games with a ball. It was like tag. We all went on the speed boat one at a time and we played in
the water. We wore a buoyancy aid to keep us safe and floating. We had adults with us and we
had to listen carefully to the instructor. He told us not to go far way because we might crash! All of
White Class had a wonderful time!
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Pink Class have enjoyed the ‘Surf, Sea and Sail’ topic. We have read the story of ‘Billy Bucket’.
We imagined what sea creatures we’d have in our own magical buckets. We have been on pirate
adventures round the school and found buried treasure! Pink Class had a very exciting cross
curricular day, especially meeting the donkeys. We say goodbye to Emma, we will miss you and
we wish you luck in your new school.
Sky Class have been to Four Kingdoms. We had lots of fun learning about and touching the
animals, exploring the playground and even going on a tractor ride. We have also had a very
exciting few days visiting our new classes, some of which are in the secondary school. We loved
the big playground equipment and look forward to making lots of new friends.
Orange Class have enjoyed a fun filled busy term. ‘Surf, Sea and Sail’ has been the most
favoured theme of the year with lots of opportunities to enjoy all forms of water play and
exploration of seaside items. The pupils loved the Cross Curricular day where they enjoyed
brushing donkeys, eating ice cream and splashing around the “beach side” The other highlight of
the term was the ‘Soundabout Wild’ sessions held in the forest area of the school. Our learners
actively engaged in the child led multi-sensory music making sessions. Each child delighted in the
opportunity to move, make music and explore the wonders of nature outdoors.
Indigo Class had a fantastic trip to Atom Trampoline Park. We all had such fun investigating the
different trampolines and bouncing with our friends. We also had a lovely time at Taplow and were
so pleased it was warm and sunny so we could enjoy the water play outside.
Green Class have been lucky enough to go to tennis lessons on Mondays. We have learnt lots of
ball and racket skills and some of us are now also going to tennis lessons outside of school.
With the end of the school year very much upon us it is once again a time of change. Pupils move
up to different classes, Year 6 move to Key Stage 3 and we wish them all the best with this
exciting new stage in their lives! We also say goodbye to a handful of colleagues: Fay Bainbridge
and Danni Elston are both leaving to start the next step in their careers. We wish them both luck
and they will be very much missed. Moving out of Key Stage 2 to teach in Key Stage 3 is Vicki
Yates, moving into Early Years are Fay Bjornstad, Sam Wall and Lisa Neal (who is also starting a
new role as our Specialist Inclusion Support Service (SISS) team leader). Again we will be very
sad to see them move on in their careers but know they will be a real asset to their new Key
Stages. We welcome Ola Tarczynska back to Key Stage 2 in September, she is returning from her
maternity leave to teach in Purple Class. We also welcome Molly Ramsey who is joining us to
teach in Orange Class. Finally, I must tell you that I am leaving at the end of this term and it is with
great sadness that I say goodbye to Key Stage 2. Although I have only been Head of Key Stage
for two years I have enjoyed every minute and will really miss this friendly department. Taking my
place as the new Head of Key Stage 2 is Jamie Bonewell; I already know she will make a perfect
replacement and I wish her all the best in her new role.
As we draw to a close what has been a very busy and successful academic year in our
department, on behalf of all of the Key Stage 2 team, we wish you a happy summer holiday and
look forward to welcoming pupils back in September!
Pauline Snowdon
Head of Key Stage 2
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Key Stage 3 students have been very busy this term. Our topic has been ‘Myths and Legends’ and
students have loved exploring stories of Ancient Greece. Key Stage 3 started their new topic off
with an opening showcase which all the students enjoyed hugely.

Painting columns

Piecing together puzzles

Making Olympic Torches

Mixing herbs and oils

Dressing Up

Tasting different foods

Sutton Class worked very hard last term to make some flower pots to sell in order to raise money
for a school trip of their choice. The students successfully made enough to be able to go on a
school trip to the cinema during the last week of term to watch ‘Despicable Me 3’.
Palmer Class have loved looking at the story of ‘Icarus’ this term and enjoyed their sensory story
where they felt the wind flying through the air and the heat of living in Greece alongside getting
trapped in the maze built for the King. Palmer class have also enjoyed trips to the local shops to
purchase items for their weekly cooking sessions.
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Winslet Class have loved weekly opportunities to go off site locally, experiencing shopping and
play in our local park. This term, Winslet enjoyed a wonderful day out at Beale Park, sponsored by
The Lady Taverners. We had fun exploring, playing and riding on the little train and were joined by
other schools for a lovely picnic followed by ice lollies. The funniest event of the day was seeing
Mohammed drop his hat into the meerkat enclosure. Quite a few meerkats explored this new toy
and were very reluctant to let it go! Eventually they did surrender the hat and all was good! All of
the pupils had a really fantastic day out. Lots of fun was had by all!

Madejski Class had a lovely day out at Reading Museum in June. They investigated the 'Green
Space' exhibition which coincided with their current Life Processes and Living Things area of study
in Science. It was a great chance to contextualise some of their learning with the local area, and
see first-hand what types of animals Berkshire has to offer. The class were also very excited to
discover a 3,000 year old Greek vase as our Summer term topic has been ‘Ancient Greece’. An
added bonus was posing for a photo underneath a portrait of the real John Madejski himself!
Madejski students also recently put on an awesome performance of Uptown Funk and the
Pokémon Theme Tune at the Addington School Proms. A special mention to our very own Michael
Jackson dancers!

Stanning Class have had a busy
term focusing on the Daedalus and
Icarus Sensory Story. Stanning
Class started regularly visiting
Forest School which became a very
successful activity for the students
as it has provided a great
opportunity to access the local
community and explore a new
environment. During the hot weather students have taken part in
water play and sensory based activities which helped us to cool down and smoothly go through
the busy timetable. The students in Stanning Class have also enjoyed improving their cooking
skills this term.
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Fletcher Class have continued to look at Greek mythology. Students have enjoyed reading and
recreating the stories of ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’ and ‘Daedalus and Icarus’. Our model of the
Minotaur’s head involved lots of teamwork and was used in assemblies and drama to retell the
story across the school. We also had a class outing to The Lookout in Bracknell where we built
dens in the woods and played hide and seek. We had an outdoor learning day at Ufton Court
where we built chariots. The most memorable part was building huge catapults to propel wet
sponges at each other. In the afternoon we learned fire lighting skills in the open and toasted
marshmallows.

The class (along with other pupils) also represented the school at the Rivertime Regatta at Bisham
Abbey. Sports included kurling, bell boating, archery and kayaking. All students enjoyed the day,
many doing water sports for the first time.
Tarrant Class have been very busy saving the planet from Alien
invaders as the Avengers in our sensory story, we are pleased to say
we have been successful and all is well. We have swiped and kicked the
Aliens away! Highlights for the term have also been drumming sessions,
where Matthew moved his feet to the rhythm of Mark’s drumming and
using the new sensory equipment in the Hydro pool. The students
enjoyed the jacuzzi air blower and cooling down with our water TAC
PAC where Robyn enjoyed being splashed to the music of Bobby Darin.
Some of our elder pupils attended Thirtover and Brookfest; Hayleigh
particularly enjoyed rocking out at the front with the band. Tarrant also
took part in the ‘Sensory Run’ during Sports Day. Sensory experiences
were set up in different locations across the school. The activities
included ‘The Great Tactile Wall’, an area for pupils to reach out and explore different tactile
experiences; ‘The Bubble Works’, an area with bubble machines, wands and water trays with
straws to blow bubbles; ‘Sensory Garden In the Wild’ which included switches with animal sounds
recorded on them where pupils were encouraged to explore the sounds, different plants, smells
and textures of the plants. Further activities included ‘Drama Studio Lights, Camera, Action’ where
pupils were encouraged to explore the light up objects, track visual stimulus, extend their visual
field and strike the computer screen and ‘Ready, Steady, Go!’, in this area pupils moved to
different vocal points at different speeds and in different directions. There was also a tasting room
and a room with a dance teacher, music, ribbons and disco lights for the pupils to experience. .
On behalf of all of the Key Stage 3 team, we wish you a happy summer holiday and look forward
to welcoming pupils back on Wednesday 6th September 2017.
Angie Hunt and Kirsty Simmonds, Heads of Key Stage 3.
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Our final term has been a very busy one in Key Stage 4 with plenty of celebration and reward for a
very hard-working year. All classes have achieved so much this year and we feel it is very
important to celebrate our successes and congratulate our students.
A group of students from Yattendon Class participated in both the practice and final Duke of
Edinburgh expeditions, walking long distances and navigating routes throughout the countryside to
end up at a designated camp where they pitched up their tents, cooked their own camp-friendly
dinners and bedded down for the night. Thanks very much to Jamie Bonewell for leading the group
and Louise Bedwell for her consistent support during the expeditions.
There have been many successes in Englefield Class, but two in particular deserve a special
mention. Jorden H and Daniel E have been participating in different Work Experience placements
over the past term and have both made excellent progress. They have shown great maturity and
focus in the jobs they have been given, and as a consequence have both received the ‘Employee
of the Month’ award. Well done boys!
Mapledurham Class have celebrated a year packed full of achievement by visiting The Harvester
Restaurant in Prospect Park for a class meal. They chose their own orders and put our
conversation and communication skills into great effect. Thank you very much to the restaurant
and kind staff for accommodating us.
In Sulham Class, the students celebrated a very successful year at the Earth Trust project, where
they visit once a week. They have participated in many engaging outdoor activities and have
increased their interest and independence across a wide range of countryside-based topics. To
top off a great year they were invited to a final barbeque – shame about the rain!
Also, big congratulations to Mapledurham Class, Sulham Class and Beth’s class in 6th Form who
have been working with the Countryside Trust on art, cooking and design projects relating to farm
work for the past term. The efforts culminated in an inter-schools competition at Sheepdrove Farm
in Lambourne where the combined efforts of the three classes scooped 1st prize.
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Brookfeast
Brookfeast has continued to go from strength to strength this year and we now cater for the whole
school staff team across four days. Our average daily order is around 30 lunches, but we have
been known to top 50 on some days – a large quantity of baguettes, salads, wraps and
sandwiches! We are proud to have widened our access to the project this year with a total of 16
students across different class groups in the 6th Form regularly attending the Brookfeast kitchen.
We learn food, catering and production skills in a systematic way, with a focus on employability
and work ethic – valuable qualities for gaining employment in the future.
On behalf of all of the Key Stage 4 team, we wish you a happy summer holiday and look forward
to welcoming pupils back on Wednesday 6th September.
James Gearing
Head of Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team.

Wow another year has just flown by and here we are preparing for the summer break. This final
term has been as busy as ever with two residential trips, the Rock Assembly, Brookfest and the
Prom all taking place during the last three months.
The residential trips were joint ventures with staff and students from Key Stage 4, with a slight
change to the format with the activity-based week being held at a new venue. “Kingswood is a
complete indoor and outdoor education centre featuring some of the best facilities of its kind in
Europe. Set in the grounds of a former manor house in Ashford, Kent the site is a mix of historical
buildings and state of the art adventure attractions”. Sounds fantastic and I know the students had
a wonderful time. I opted for a more tranquil week at Blaen Wern Farm, where a steam train ride to
Devils Bridge, a hay waggon ride and a trip to the seaside provided students with a more of a
family holiday experience along with opportunities to practice their independent living skills.

Kingswood – as you can see the students clearly enjoyed a range of exciting activities!
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Blaen Wern Farm – we had great weather and the students really enjoyed their week.

At the end of June was the annual Prom, another major event in the school calendar. It was a
wonderful evening and provided an opportunity to say “Goodbye and Good Luck” to this year’s
leavers from 6th Form.

Limousine rides, ice creams,
delicious buffet, disco, drinks and
awardsall part of a wonderful
evening.and don’t they look
fantastic!
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We are always so proud of our students and we will inevitably miss them when they leave to begin
new adventures. Joseph B, Thomas C, Harvey V, Raymond M, Victoria W, Lewis A, Samuel H,
Daniel O and Laxmi S are all starting at Reading College in September. Amy W will be starting at
“Our House” in Wokingham (part of Reading College), Aaron R will be going to Newbury College,
Joe M will be going to Basingstoke College and Patrick D and Nafisah A will be joining the Project
SEARCH programme.
William W having successfully completed a yearlong Project SEARCH internship at the Royal
Berkshire Hospital will start full time at Reading College where he will continue to develop his
employment skills. James H, Haider S and Connor T are also leaving us this summer they are still
in the process of organising their future destinations.
Paige B has worked very hard to achieve her NVQ Level 2 and having gone through a very
successful interview process, has managed to secure employment as a Classroom Assistant at
Katesgrove Primary School in Reading. This is a fantastic achievement and we are all very proud
of her.
All of the students have worked extremely hard to achieve their certificates and accreditation and
should be congratulated. Victoria and Joe have worked especially hard in order to achieve the
ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness, which is the equivalent of a GCSE. Both portfolios
received very positive feedback from the external moderators who commented on the excellence
of their work.
Often at this time of year, we have to say goodbye to two members of staff. Beth Wright has been
working in the department for one year and next year will be starting a new job at The Avenue
School. Davide Mussi will be travelling to Malaysia to begin an exciting new life with his young
family.
Ola will be moving to become a class teacher in Key Stage 2. Shelley will be taking on the
Berkshire Teaching Alliance role as a full time position, George will be starting his teacher-training
course, Katie C and Jackie P will be moving to Key Stage 3. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of them for their dedication and hard work and wish them every success for the future.
As some of you will be aware this is my final term at Brookfields and I just want to say how happy I
have been working in this outstanding school with your wonderful sons and daughters. I arrived at
Brookfields ten years ago and from the moment, I walked into the reception I knew that I wanted to
work here. The staff and students were so friendly, welcoming and supportive and have continued
to be so throughout the years. Working in such a positive and exciting environment is reward in
itself and I was thrilled when I was appointed Head of Department in 2011. From eleven students
housed in the old Badger building when I first started, to over fifty currently in our fantastic
spacious 6th Form block.the department continues to grow and develop, as we endeavour to
provide each student with the very best education and preparation for adulthood.
Thank you for all your support, suggestions and opinions, which I have genuinely valued. As I
leave to begin a new chapter in my own life, I feel confident that the 6th Form will continue to
flourish in the capable hands of my dedicated friends and colleagues at Brookfields.
I hope you all have a relaxing summer break and that the sun continues to shine, with just a little
bit of rain as my lawn is now yellow.
Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form
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Sandy’s Class
Earlier this year our class took a day trip to Windsor. The students were
treated to a lovely relaxing boat ride along the Thames where we saw some
wonderful sights. We had a great view of Windsor Castle, Eton College and
Windsor Racecourse. We also cruised past some homes of the rich and
famous (although sadly we didn’t spot any celebrities)!
After a 40 minute cruise we spent a great
afternoon having a picnic in the park on the
banks of the river Thames. We had all spent
time the day before making tasty snacks for
our picnic lunch and we had a wonderful
feast. Luckily for us the weather was fantastic
and so we were able to finish our day off with
some fun and games in the park and then an
ice cream.
It was a really great day!
Cathy Gingell
Specialist Teaching Assistant

Our Pathway to Employment team continues to support Brookfields students
into the world of work and we have been busy this term supporting students
from KS4 and the 6th Form in various Work Based Placements.
Our partnerships with local businesses continues to develop:•
•
•

Marks and Spencer’s has recently joined our list of employers that we work with to provide
successful work experience placements.
A very positive meeting was held with IKEA Reading with a view to work experience
placements starting in Autumn 2017.
Our delivery team met with National Rail to explore how they could contribute to our Pathway
to Employment programme, there is hope that they will be able to support our Careers Week in
2018

We are delighted to confirm that following a successful internship at Downsway
School and completing her NVQ Level 1 and Level 2, Paige has secured a fulltime paid job as a Teaching Assistant at Katesgrove School.
The Pathway to Employment delivery team has worked hard to introduce longer
full day work experience placements for students in the 6th Form. As a result of
one of these placements a student now has a paid Saturday Job at Budgens in
Mortimer.
Due to the drive towards extending work-based placements, we have seen a
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significant increase in the number of hours of high quality work experience that students are
accessing with over 400 hours being completed in just 3 months.
We are always on the lookout for new businesses to partner with us. If you or someone you know
would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment Partner’ and supporting our students
with new skills development or work based placements, then please do get in touch. Julie Grant
0118 9421382 or jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk If you would like to know more, follow us on:twitter @pathwaytoemploy or @TalentinoCareer
We are also looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our
students when they undertake their work based learning experiences. We will provide training for
you as well as extended DBS checks which are essential for safeguarding purposes. If you feel
you can offer morning/afternoon a week please contact us on jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
or lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
Work Based Placements for our students during Summer 2017 Term:Sparklers Pre School

The Link Café

Sainsbury’s

Total Communication

McDonald’s

Flint House

Pets at Home

Where has this year gone? It’s hard to believe that we are approaching another summer break and
the end of the fifth year of the Project. It’s been a busy final term for our seven students who have
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been working in their last work placements at the Trust. Term 3 has seen the students working in a
variety of departments across the hospital including Paediatrics, Catering, League of Friends,
Service Navigation Team and the Cardiology Admin Team.
It’s also been an exciting time for the Project as we have collaborated with the team at NHS
England South who have hosted our first external work opportunity. Alana has been working within
the different directorates and supporting them with a wide range of administrative tasks. She has
travelled to their office independently each day and then returned to Project SEARCH each
afternoon to complete her qualification coursework that runs alongside her practical work
placements. Alana has also been supported by the NHS England Communications team to put
together a blog detailing her time on the Project as well as reflecting on her positive experience at
working with their team at Premier House.
One of the highlights of this term was the opportunity for the students and the Delivery Team to
meet with the Trust’s newly appointed CEO, Steve McManus. Steve came over to the Base Room
and hosted a very informal meet and greet with this year’s students. He was keen to hear all about
their different work placements, the new skills that they have learnt and their individual
experiences of being an honorary employee of the Trust for a year. Steve was also very brave in
letting the students question him about his employment history, reasons why he wanted to be a
CEO and the challenges that it bringsCas well as the really important question of which football
team he supports (turns out he’s more of a rugby fan!!!). Following this meeting Steve has
confirmed that he will be attending this year’s Graduation Ceremony later this month. Steve will be
joining the students, their families and many of the Trust’s staff who have mentored our students to
celebrate their fantastic achievements over the year.
This year’s graduation is again being hosted for us by The Crowne Plaza in Caversham. The team
there have been so incredibly supportive of the Project and have hosted the Graduation ceremony
each year completely free of charge. There will be a red carpet arrival and ‘mocktails’ for the
graduates, followed by a delicious buffet and then the most important part of the day – the awards!
We are eager to see everyone dressed up in their fancy dresses and smart suits! Hopefully the
sun will shine as it has done in previous years allowing us all to make the most of the riverside
location and its stunning views.
It’s then full steam ahead over the
summer as we start again and get
ready for our 10 new students who
will be starting with us in September.
We welcome eight students from
Reading College along with Patrick
and Nafisah who will be joining us
from Brookfields. Everyone at Project
SEARCH hopes you all have a
fantastic summer break and we look
forward to telling you all about the
new term in the next newsletter.
Enjoy!
Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor
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MOVE to Learn – Learn to MOVE
‘Celebrating 10 years of MOVE at
Brookfields with an Afternoon Tea’

This year has marked our 10 years of delivering the MOVE Programme at Brookfields; we
celebrated this achievement by holding our annual ‘Afternoon Tea’ as part of a MOVE Open Day
hosted by us and The MOVE Programme from The Enham Trust. It was a brilliant day. Suzanne,
Charlotte and Jon joined us from MOVE Head office (now based at The Enham Trust, near
Andover) Jiraffe, RMS, Quest 88, Medimotion and Moorings Mediquip demonstrating their
equipment (from walkers, standing frames, seating systems to cycling machines).
The day was also supported by donations from Tesco, Hobbycraft and Warings Bakery who
provided a lovely celebration cake. Our guests included staff from Kennel Lane Special School in
Bracknell and the Dingley Promise Pre-school, but our very special guests were Jennifer and her
family. Jennifer was our pilot pupil for the MOVE Programme here at Brookfields in 2007. It was
great to see Jennifer again and to hear how well she is doing now she is 23!
The day finally ended with our local Morris Men dancing with the pupils, staff and families who
attended.

Home Visits
This year I have been able to visit some of our MOVE families at home, to help and advise how to
support the pupils more effectively at home. This is something I would like to offer more in the next
academic year. Please get in touch if you think this may be of benefit to you.

MOVE Hydrotherapy Sessions
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Forming part of the way we embed the MOVE Programme at school
is through our dedicated MOVE Hydrotherapy sessions each
Thursday morning. This is not only a great way to practise all the
MOVE skills but a way to have fun too. I have written a Hydrotherapy
Plan for each pupil, with support and advice from our Physiotherapy
Team and Swimming Coach. Each plan follows and supports the
pupil’s MOVE and Physio Programme including enjoying the
sensation of the water’s support while enhancing core strength and
stamina, to practising getting dressed, being supported to walk
through to the pool area and gaining confidence and independent
movement during the Hydrotherapy session.
Ky-Shawn is now walking unaided across the pool, Yanne is
practising walking up the steps (not easy!), Destiny is spending most
of the time diving under the water and Raisa whose head is up is
enjoying her time in the water. Just to mention a few achievements!
Well done everyone!
Helen Thurgood, Specialist Teaching Assistant
MOVE Co-ordinator

In June we completed our practice Bronze D of E Expedition. We had to use the maps that we
were given to get to the checkpoints. We stayed overnight at Rushall Farm. When we got there we
had to put up our tents and cook our dinner on a Trangier. The next day we took our tents down
and prepared to walk again all the way to our pick up point. We were very tired but happy with our
achievement. In July we completed our final bronze expedition and our assessor, Jan, was
extremely pleased with how well we worked together as a team. Congratulations to all of us!
Nicole, Michael, Stephen, Daniel, Teo, Sam and Zac,Year 11 students.
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On Tuesday 6th June a group of secondary students from Brookfields joined with Lambs Lane
Primary School to compete in the Panathlon Challenge. The pupils took part in a variety of
different activities including Polybat, Table Cricket, Kurling, Boccia, Long Jump, Shot put, Javelin
and relay races. All the pupils had lots of fun whilst competing in the games. A special mention to
Megan for demonstrating excellent sportsmanship by congratulating her team mates and cheering
them on throughout all the games! Mohammed was a superstar at Polybat as he showed real
determination to win his games. Brookfields and Lambs Lane received a certificate and a trophy
for coming 2nd in the tournament! This was a great achievement! Well done to both teams
competing and thank you to the organisers and young leaders for running a great event!
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This year Brookfields School hosted a swimming gala. We invited Addington, Kennel Lane and
Arbour Vale schools to participate in the gala for Key Stage 2 pupils who wouldn’t usually have the
opportunity to participate in a competitive event. The Sports Leaders organised and led the event.
The pupils competed in a variety of different events including races with and without floats and
games such as a treasure hunt. All pupils enjoyed the competition, Arbour Vale were the winners,
followed by Addington in second place, Brookfields in third place and Kennel Lane in fourth place.
Later on in the year Kennel Lane invited us back to their pool to participate in a swimming gala and
Brookfields won!
Swimming has been a big part of the curriculum for the Primary school this year giving pupils
many opportunities to develop their swimming skills and work towards achieving their goals.
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Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 pupils went to the ‘River Regatta’ at Bisham Abbey this year!
The sun was shining and everyone enjoyed the day. There were a variety of activities on offer for
pupils to participate in which included Wheelchair Basketball, Frisbee Golf, canoeing, kayaking,
bell boat racing and many more!
It was great to see the pupils from the different Key Stages interacting with each other on such an
exciting day! Lewis was very nervous about getting in a kayak however he was determined and
spent 30 minutes on the water! This was such an achievement – well done Lewis!. Zac and Ace
were fantastic at the Frisbee Golf. All the pupils had great fun ‘Bell boat Racing’; this was a long
boat containing 10 seats for a team of pupils to sit in together and have a go at racing against
other teams.
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On Thursday 6th July Brookfields took a number of teams from various year groups to compete in
‘The School Games’ at Bisham Abbey. The 6th Form represented Brookfields in the Unified
Basketball Team where they joined with Denefield School to compete against other Unified
Basketball Teams. The Brookfields team came 3rd in the tournament. Well done Brookfields!
Meanwhile a primary team and a secondary team competed in a New Age Kurling tournament
which both teams enjoyed. Finally, a number of Year 3 and Year 4 pupils participated in the multi
skills ‘Change 4 Life’ circuit.
In the afternoon the 6th Form students participated in a new activity called “Zone Basketball” and
the primary students were able to explore the “Cultural Village” where they tried out some circus
skills and Archery.
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I would like to start by saying a massive thank you to all those who gave up their time to help and
support the Summer PTA BBQ. I’m pleased to report that the money raised beat the previous
record.
I have been on the PTA committee for many years and the support we receive is the foundation of
our success. We are always looking for more parents and staff to become involved and
newcomers are always very welcome. Just put a note in your child’s Home/School Diary or call our
school reception 0118 9421382 to leave a message if you are interested and one of the PTA
committee members will get back to you.
The PTA, with the funds available to them this year, has:1. Helped to keep costs down for extra-curricular activities e.g. paid towards the travel costs of
the residential trips.
2. Purchased waterproof clothing for Early Years pupils to use at Forest School.
3. Helped to pay for the Year 6 Leavers Evening at Thirtover Place.
4. Paid for the limousine for the students attending the Prom.

•

Wednesday 27th September 2017 – AGM - please do come along to the meeting at
7.00pm in Sage House at Brookfields School

•

Friday 3rd November 2017 – Christmas Shopping Evening

•

Saturday 2nd December 2017 – Christmas Fayre

Have a great summer.
Lorraine White, Specialist Teaching Assistant
Chairperson of Brookfields Parent Teacher Association
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This term at Youth club has been fantastic. We have been to Reading Climbing Centre, had a
Hawaiian luau and our annual Staff v Students Rounders Match.

Unfortunately, this time of year also means saying goodbye to students moving on to bigger and
better things. This year Youth Club would like to say a huge goodbye and good luck to Samuel H,
Thomas C, Aaron R and William W, we wish you all the best for your futures! We will also be
saying goodbye to our Deputy Leader, Katie. We will say “goodbye” in style at our Youth Club
BBQ where the SPLAT team will be running the activities.
We hope everyone has a great summer and we look forward to welcoming the students back in
September!
From Kerrie Byers, Katie Clapson and all the Youth Club team.

In order to raise money for the Grenfell Tower victims Nick Wyatt (a staff member at Brookfields)
had his hair shaved. Many pupils came to watch Nick’s famous long locks be hacked off. The total
amount raised was a brilliant £147.
Well done Nick!
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What a great way to end the term with the RDA
Presentation Awards Presentation Ceremony where
we were joined by Mr Mills.
The following awards were presented:The Marc Osborne Cup went to Jonah G for being
“the best overall rider”.
The George McClelland Shield went to Harvey R for
“achievement through adversity”.
The Leonie London Shield went to Casey E for “the
most promising rider”.
All other riders received medals, certificates and
rosettes.
Well done to everyone!
We would like to give a warm welcome to Joseph and
Ace who will be joining the RDA team in September.
We are saying goodbye to four riders this term,
Samuel, Gemma, Matty and Tayla - we wish you all
well and we will miss you at RDA.
from Kerrie Byers and all the team at the RDA

After School Club members have been busy enjoying the sunshine in the
back garden, playing in the paddling pools and enjoying ice-creams.
We would like to thank Mrs Jassi for the donation of a large umbrella for
use when we are stood by the gate in the rain, and for the much needed
floor standing fan which was much appreciated in the heat.
We will be saying good-bye to some members who will be leaving school
at the end of term, and welcoming some new children in September.
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I will still be keeping a waiting list, so please contact me if you wish to add your child’s name to it.
Details of the Club can be found on the school website.
Have a good summer and we look forward to welcoming your children back to After School Club
on Wednesday 6th September.
from Gill Cleaver and all the After School Club staff.

For the Primary and Complex Needs groups there will be trips to Camp Mohawk and Taplow,
where the children can enjoy an outside adventure playground, a soft play area, cycling and even
do some swimming. The pupils will also enjoy a trip down the Thames, on the ‘Rivertime’ boat.
The fun doesn’t stop there as on-site activities include arts and crafts, sensory room, cooking,
walks to local park and shop, meeting different reptiles and much more.
Secondary students will also be having loads of fun going out and about, swimming at the
Aquadrome, bowling, going to the cinema, visiting Wokingham and McDonalds. There will also be
an amazing trip to Thorpe Park where the students and staff can push themselves to the limit on
the biggest and wettest rides.
All we need now is some sun!!!
Kerrie Byers, Holiday Club Leader

What another busy year School Council have had! Do have a look on the website at the minutes
from our meetings to see the wide range of things we have talked about this year.
The summer term ended firstly
with a meeting with Mr Mills who
handed out a certificate to all our
school councillors this year, and
secondly with some of the class
representatives meeting with Mr
Ebsworth and Mr Manning from
the Governing Body to tell them
about the work they have been
doing this year.
Sarah Strudley
Assistant Head
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Support for families during the holiday.
Ashley Stevens, Family Support Worker, is on
call for advice and support during the summer
holidays. Marnie Osborn, Autism Support
Worker, is also available to work with you to
implement programmes for children with autism.
She will also assist you in accessing holiday
activities in the community.
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to
discuss problems and maybe arrange a home
visit during the holiday. However, if your child is
displaying seriously challenging behaviours and
someone is at risk, you must contact the police.
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101.
On that number you will talk to the police directly.
They will discuss with you the best course of
action.

Advice and support from
Brookfields staff
Ashley Stevens
Family Support Worker
0759 4421 908
Marnie Osborn
Autism Support Worker
0796 4405 885
Emergency at home
Call 999 if someone is at risk
Call the police on 101 for their help
Out of hours Duty Social Worker
01344 786543

A message from our Student Autism Ambassador
Hi, my name is Grace and I became the Autism Ambassador last year and I am so honoured to be
spreading the message of ‘autism awareness’ which is something very important to me. I have
given many speeches at school and at other schools. The experience of being the Autism
Ambassador has been great. I have met some inspiring young people and adults from Autism
Berkshire and also Rachel Cotton, a Mum of another pupil. I am very pleased to be in this role. It
means so much to me and hopefully I will complete more wonderful work as Autism Ambassador
as the years progress.
I want to say a big thank you to everyone who has supported me in the role; Mr Mills, Rachel
Cotton and Marnie Osborn. I will be forever thankful to be in this role with their support.
Grace A, 6th Form Student.
It has been a busy year in the ABSS with many pupils and families accessing the support. Our
ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) have been working with the students to become
more emotionally aware and also to help them with friendships. The Brookfields ELSAs are
employed in Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and in our 6th Form; the students as well as their tutors can
make a referral to be supported by one of our four ELSAs (Julie Johnson, Lorraine White, Katie
Clapson and Ursula Harris).
I’m pleased to inform you that James Gearing will be taking up his new position as Head of the
Autism Behavioural Support Service in September 2017. I wish him all the best in his new role.
Catherine Bernie, Deputy Headteacher
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First of all some news about successful campaigns; thank you so much for sending in your
Sainsbury’s Active Kids tokens. We collected just over 10,000 tokens! We have ordered a
selection of PE and cookery equipment which will be arriving in the autumn term.
Thank you for voting for Brookfields in the Jewson Building Better Communities competition. We
did really well and reached the finals of the competition and won a prize of £5,000 of building
materials which will get us off to a flying start with our renovations of the Pangbourne house.
As the summer holidays approach there are some great
ways you can earn money for the school just by doing
your normal online shopping:
easyfundraising.org.uk
If you go via ‘easyfundraising’ rather than visiting the store
site direct you can earn money for the school. It’s very
easy:
1) Go to

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/brookfieldspta

2) Set up an account with easyfundraising, nominating Brookfields PTA as your chosen cause
3) Shop as usual going via easyfundraising
It’s a great way to raise money, for example, if you are a regular Amazon shopper, if you go via
easyfundraising we can earn up to 1.5% on everything you buy. There are also connections to
insurance providers, holiday companies and just about anything you would buy online.
easy2name.com
This company produces a massive range of different name labels, tags and wrist bands etc. If you
order your name labels from them the school can earn 20% commission to help boost our school
funds. You just order as normal and when you get to the ‘basket’ page you select Brookfields
Association from the ‘select group’ drop down list. The website address is www.easy2name.com
In October we plan to enter a Brookfields team into the
Greenham Common Trust ‘Step up 4 good’ event on Sunday 15th
October. It is a fun run event with 4 different distances, starting
with a mini mile for younger children and families through to a
10k run for older children and adults. It is held on Greenham
Common in Newbury and was a very popular event last year. The great news is that any money
we raise through sponsorship will be match funded by the Greenham Common Trust (up to
£5,000) so this will be a great way to raise money for our new minibus. We will send out more
details in September but please pencil the date in your diary.
Charlotte Wilshire, Fundraiser
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Headteacher’s Message continued from Page 1:-

It is not only money that has been donated to the school but also time – a huge thank you to the Microsoft
team who came and painted the pool! We are very grateful to these organisations and to the many people
who have made private donations to the school all of which have a direct impact on all our pupils.
Helen Thurgood (MOVE Co-ordinator) and her team of MOVE Practitioners were visited by Mike Webzell of
The MOVE Programme from Enham Trust UK to carry out a MOVE Quality Mark Assessment. Helen and
her team continue to provide and develop an outstanding MOVE programme at Brookfields School, which
was yet again, awarded the MOVE Quality Mark for the 3rd successive time. Brookfields continues to be a
MOVE Centre of Excellence.
Inevitably, at this time of year we say goodbye to students and staff, many of whom have been at
Brookfields School for many years. Sandy Boyle, Head of 6th Form, has written about those students who
will be leaving us at the end of this year. We wish everyone the best of luck on their new adventures – we
will miss you all.
We will also be saying goodbye to Sandy as she will be retiring at the end of this year having been a
teacher for 38 years. Sandy joined Brookfields School in 2007 and was appointed Head of 6th Form in 2011.
Sandy will be missed by students, families and staff alike. She has been instrumental in developing the 6th
Form which has grown in size and popularity over the years with more students choosing to stay on into the
6th Form at the end of Key Stage 4. When OfSTED visited, they judged our 6th Form provision to be
outstanding. Sandy has many plans for her retirement and we all wish her well. Jo Farley, Deputy Head, will
be overseeing 6th Form from September.
We are also saying goodbye to Pauline Snowdon, Head of Key Stage 2. Pauline joined Brookfields in 2005
and since that time, she has been Head of Drama, Head of Key Stage 3 and more recently, Head of Key
Stage 2. Pauline has made a significant contribution to the lives of pupils and their families since she joined
the school. Pauline and her partner have decided to have an adventure and live on a boat exploring rivers
and canals! We would like to pass on our congratulations to Jamie Bonewell, Key Stage 2 teacher, who has
been appointed at Head of Key Stage 2 from September 2017.
Some of the support staff are also leaving – moving to university, other careers or beginning training to
become teachers. We would like to thank each and every one of you for your work and the support you
have given to the pupils - best wishes to you all.
We are all looking forward to welcoming our new pupils, their families and new staff to Brookfields. On
behalf of the staff and governors of Brookfields School, thank you to all for all your continuing support and
encouragement throughout the year. We wish you all a safe and happy summer break and look forward to
th
seeing you all on Wednesday 6 September 2017.

Brandon Mills
Headteacher

Dates for your diary:September 2017
6th – Pupils return to school
20th - Stay and Play for Early Years families
27th – PTA AGM
28th_ 29th Key Stage 4 Thirtover Visit
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October 2017
4th – Coffee Morning for families
5th – Flu vaccinations for pupils
6th – Harvest Festival
17th – Pupil Progress Evening
18th – Stay and Play for Early Years families
20th – Break up for ½ term

