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Dear Families and Friends,
The clocks have changed and a few buds have started to appear….could Spring really be on the way?
I hope that we have seen the last of the snow and cold weather. Despite the recent weather, there has
continued to be a real energy in the school this term and pupils and staff have been very busy. Our Spring
Term Newsletter reflects the tremendous work that has continued across the whole of the school and the
many varied, exciting and diverse opportunities and experiences with which pupils have engaged. This has
included hatching chicks; participating in Careers Week; cross curricular days in both the secondary and
primary schools; welcoming families to Stay and Play; reading bed time stories for World Book Day; raising
money for Sport Relief 2018; raising awareness and acceptance of autism. Staff have continued to develop
and roll out the new curriculum and focus on how best to demonstrate attainment and achievement now that
we have ‘life without levels’.
One of the most recent highlights of the term was the Secondary School’s production of ‘Back to the Jungle’,
which was based on the tale of ‘The Jungle Book’. Those of you who were lucky enough to see the
production had a real treat! All those involved, whether performing on stage, appearing in the film, working
back stage, making costumes or scenery, singing in the choir or playing in the band contributed to making
this production the great success that it was. There were very proud family members and staff, who shared
the wonderful enthusiasm with which all the pupils performed and rocked along to a sound track from the
‘80’s. Thank you for all your positive and encouraging feedback as well as your very kind donations which
amounted to £722.54p which will go towards future productions. Many thanks to everyone involved!
We are proud of the many achievements the pupils of Brookfields School have continued to make as a
result of the dedication from staff and the support from families. Our reputation for delivering an outstanding
education has continued to attract many families who would like their child to join the school. On a national
level, pupil numbers are rising and the number of pupils with Education Health and Care Plans is increasing.
This means that special schools like ours find themselves under increasing pressure to accommodate these
young people. However, sadly, like other special schools in the area, we do not have the places available to
offer these young people and their families.
You may have seen in recent news reports about the financial difficulties being faced by all schools in terms
of the increasing costs and the reducing funding being received from central government. We have had to
fund rising costs due to, among other things, increases in National Insurance and pension contributions that
we have to make. In addition, schools are expected to pay the increase in local government wages that
comes in from April 2018, which for schools such as ours who employ a large proportion of local government
employees, is another cost on the school budget. Inflation means that the prices of resources and services
we buy is rising but the funding we receive has not been adjusted to meet the increase in costs we have
experienced year on year. We, like many other schools, are continually thinking about how we can continue
to provide our pupils with an outstanding provision they deserve. Over the last year staff at school have
contributed their ideas and thoughts on how we might be more financially effective, and our governors have
worked with the Senior Leadership Team to identify a range of financial strategies to ensure that we are able
to provide our pupils with the outstanding education and provision. Some of these strategies have included:
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Generation of income through grant applications for funding specific equipment or resources for
pupils; increasing the fees for school lettings; charging for conferences we hold; exploring sources of
funding to support the work of the school.
(continued on the back page)

Early Years has been as busy as ever this term!
This term in Early Years has seen all pupils continue to explore and become active learners.
We’ve had plenty of events, including Mothers’ Day and a particularly snowy World Book Day!
Stay and Play has continued to see families come and enjoy exploring together. We have also
enjoyed trying some archery for Sport Relief and finishing the term off in style with a visit from
Engine Shed!

All the best,
Josh Connick and all The Early Years Team
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Key Stage 2 has been very busy, as always, this term! Our topic has been ‘Dungeons and
Dragons’ which all of the pupils have been really interested in. Our pupils have had lots of
opportunities for hands on learning and almost all classes have had some kind of castle or
dungeon built by the children.
On 21st March we had our second Cross Curricular Day of this year and we welcomed the
‘Taking Flight’ Theatre group into our school. They brought their show ‘You’ve Got Dragon’s’
which explored some interesting themes such as having worries and feeling anxious about
different things. The play explored how we can approach these worries and deal with
them. We had a chance to explore the set, costumes and light design too. A fantastic day all
round!
We have also all had the pleasure of having chicks to look after these past few weeks. We
received some eggs, an incubator, an indoor coop and everything else needed to care for them
on their visit.
At the end of the first week all but two eggs had
hatched and we were all very lucky to watch the
chicks hatch either on the live feed or in real life. We
now have seven noisy and mischievous chicks that
we all, especially the staff, enjoy cooing over. The
children helped name the chicks and we have
Houdini, Mabel, Duncan, Mr Bean, JJ Bob, Snowflake
and Cedric. This has been a real learning experience
for the children and there have been talks about
getting duck eggs next year already!
Class News:
Purple Class
During Art the pupils made tactile decorations for our
classroom. Staff also created a sensory story
especially for the topic using resonance boards and a
variety of different resources. Pupils also went offsite
to explore the outside environment during trips to the
toy store, Thames Valley Adventure Playground and
The Living Rainforest.
Orange Class
This term in Ye Olde Orange Class, pupils have
travelled back in time - to the Medieval Ages! Pupils
learnt all about the different parts of a castle (even
getting to build our own!), pupils have been testing
Medieval Recipes in cooking, learning how to use a
bow and arrow in PE and in Maths pupils have been
knights on a quest to find the dragon's treasure and
worked in teams to measure what was found - to see
who had the biggest and the smallest! In 'The World
Around Me' pupils learnt all about our place in the
world, what Reading looked like in the past compared
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to now and all about the Battle of Hastings! Everyone had a fabulous trip to Donnington Castle
and then to Reading Museum to look at the tapestry that shows the knights in battle!
Black Class
This term, pupils started off with a bang by going to Krazy Playdays on the first week back that set everyone up nicely for lots of learning throughout the rest of the term. The pupils have
really enjoyed learning all about Dragons and Dungeons; they have focused mainly on
dragons, their characteristics and stories about them. The pupils particularly liked 'Marmaduke
the Very Different Dragon' where pupils learnt that it isn't just OK to be different, it is amazing to
be different! The pupils also
looked at 'Dragon Stew' and even
had a hunt around the school for a
dragon but only found a squid and
a whale - maybe next time!
The pupils have enjoyed
new tennis and Rebound lessons
this term and have continued their
expeditions to Forest School most
weeks. Hopefully there will be
more visits now that the weather
is more bearable. Unfortunately,
the class didn't make it to The
Vyne due to the snow, but the
children enjoyed hearing stories in
their pyjamas instead!
Indigo Class
This term, the pupils have really enjoyed getting out and about in the local area. Everyone
looks forward to weekly Forest School sessions, the muddier the better! In the Forest the
children like to climb trees, play hide and seek and have recently been wildlife spotting.
The pupils have also been on some excellent trips. Firstly, the pupils visited Krazy Playdays,
which was lots of fun, and certainly tired us all out. Later in the term they returned to Taplow,
one of our favourite venues. The pupils had a great time and are looking forward to going again
in the summer.
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Sky Class
Sky Class have really enjoyed the Dungeons and Dragons topic.
Pupils have been learning about a knight’s Code of Honour and
have come up with their own rules about how they should behave.
The children have had lots of fun cooking; have learnt to review
recipes and worked out how they could improve the food they
made. The pupils have also been lucky enough to have some
exciting trips out of school, they went to Butterfly World and Dinton
Pastures. The pupils had great fun learning about animals and the
natural world.
White Class
White class have really enjoyed designing and creating their own
dragons. The pupils have had some very scary looking ones and
some not so scary, fluffy pink ones! The children all had to think of
their own names and characters for them. All of the pupils were
very imaginative and creative!
Pupils also came in one day to find that the ‘Brookfields Princess’
was trapped by a very monstrous dragon in the tallest tower of
the castle. It was their mission to rescue her. Pupils had to avoid
the scary creatures and other disgusting items in the moat and
travel across the water to rescue her. The children worked well in
small groups to create boats to sail the princess to safety. Whilst
their first attempts were not hugely successful, pupils re-planned,
re-designed and improved and all groups were able to rescue the
princess second time around! Well done, White Class.
Happy Easter from all of the Key Stage 2 staff team. We look forward to welcoming pupils back
on 17th April 2018.
Jamie Bonewell, Head of Key Stage 2

Key Stage 3 has had a varied and exciting term. Some students began the year, stepping back
in time to the Tudor period. Exploring the reign of Henry VIII, students have enjoyed learning
about the battles, weapons, clothes and beheadings that spanned the 16th Century. The topic
concluded with an amazing Tudor feast.
For the most part Key Stage 3 has been fully immersed in the Jungle. We have been writing
stories, creating Art work, learning about different animals, experiencing textures, sounds and
smells associated with the Jungle. Continuing to meet together each week for our Key Stage 3
showcase we have enjoyed the songs, dressed up as animals and engaged in activities relating
to the film and book, ‘The Jungle Book’. Our Jungle Cross Curricular day was also lots of fun.
The Key Stage 3 students have really enjoyed their involvement with the Secondary School
production this term, ‘Back to the Jungle’.
This year Karen Wallace-Jones (Acting Head of Creative Arts) and her team wanted to make
the play a more student led experience. In January, staff asked students or class groups if they
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wanted to be actors, dancers, singers or prop makers. Since then everyone has experienced
the arts with a particular focus on their chosen specialism for the production.
Happy Easter from all of the Key Stage 3 staff team. We look forward to welcoming pupils back
on 17th April.
Angie Hunt, Head of Key Stage 3
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Key Stage 4 students have been very busy this term!
A main focus this term has been the school production of ‘Back to the
Jungle’. Many of the students have spent their spare time learning lines
and rehearsing dances to make sure they are performance ready – their
energy and enthusiasm is so impressive. A selection of Key Stage 4
students focused their energies on GCSE Art and all did an incredible job
in their mock exam. On 1st March, the students in Englefield Class
transformed the whole classroom into a sensory story of ‘We’re Going on
a Bear Hunt’, complete with grass, river, mud and even real snow! It was
a fantastic opportunity to invite pupils from across the school to experience this.
Work Experience has continued to provide new challenges for students in
Yattendon class at Flint House. Each week they return feeling very positive
about their experiences of house-keeping and catering. Others have been
working hard at Sainsbury’s, in-house at Brookfeast, at Earth Trust and at
Englefield Garden Centre, all of which provide stimulating and interesting
experiences.
Careers Week was a huge success and the students
particularly loved coming in for the interview day where
they had the opportunity to experience interviewing for
different roles. Sulham class students enjoyed trying on
different outfits for different roles and even completed
some jobs in school as part of the ‘Tidy Up Task Force.’
Staff across the school were so impressed with the
hard work from Sulham class and it was an excellent
opportunity for the class to practice life skills and
citizenship.
Students in Englefield class have been practising different meditation techniques to help when
feeling worried or sad – the laughing therapy was a lot of fun and left them all feeling very
happy! Yattendon students have been focusing on the physical effects of stress and what we
can do to appease our everyday worries… our general wellbeing in the Key Stage is excellent
right now! Sulham class are going to take part in a competition at Sheepdrove Farm in the
Summer term and are busy preparing for that. They have just planted some herbs, which will
be looked after and grown until they are big enough to use in cooking lessons.
There has been lots of discussion about the Kingswood residential trip amongst pupils – many
of them have shared experiences from last year and have encouraged each other to face their
fears and go for it when it comes to the more challenging activities. It’s lovely to see pupils
encouraging and being supportive of one another. Some of the girls have started their
volunteering for their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. They have each taken on a different
role such as Horticulture or supporting Miss Carter with Archery Club.
Overall, a fantastic term for Key Stage 4 with many successes to celebrate! We hope everyone
has an excellent Easter holiday and we are all excited for the challenges of the Summer term.
Shelley Riley, Head of Key Stage 4
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Alex’s Class
We have been
getting out regularly
visiting the
supermarket,
completing tasks
and buying snacks.
During Enterprise
lessons we have
made Easter
Baskets.

Disability Awareness
We wore special
vision impaired
glasses and used a
white stick to
navigate around
school. We also had
to manoeuvre our
way around in a
wheelchair, not as
easy as it looks!
Helen’s /James’ Class
We have been attending
the Community Centre
every Wednesday.
We are getting out into the
community, shopping and
buying items to make our
own lunch.
We are getting really good
at Town Training on Friday
mornings too.
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6th Form Students, Grace and Tayla, have been putting together
a film about Autism, interviewing staff and students about what
Autism means to them.

Tournament
Winners!!

Enterprise Group have made Easter
egg mugs and bath bombs to sell for
£2.50
The lads have been
working hard on the farm
this term, helping clean,
bed up and water all the
expectant ewes. They
have been rewarded with
watching many lambs
being born.

Finally, the PTA has generously paid for our pool table to be recovered and the nice repair man
donated some cues and chalks to the 6th Form – thank you very much to the PTA!
Happy Easter from all the students and staff in the 6th Form.
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Since January 2018, 23 students from Key Stage 4 and the 6th Form have
completed their work based placements in 9 different businesses. The
placements allow the students to enhance what they have been learning in
their Way2Work lessons in various settings, developing their skills, self confidence and experience.
The varied work based placements help to provide the students with a
meaningful insight into the types of jobs that are available.
The students have gained experience so far this year in Retail, Utility Suppliers, Hospitality,
Catering, Housekeeping, IT and Education.
Our partnerships with local businesses have continued to develop and grow. This term The
Pathway to Employment team have arranged work based placements for 3 students in IKEA.
The 6th Form students worked across 3 departments alongside IKEA co-workers

We are really grateful for the continuing support of these businesses who are making a real
difference to the future lives of our students. We have also been busy establishing new links
with other local companies such as Thames Water, Thrive, Shaw Trust and Microsoft.
Careers Week (5th – 9th February 2018) for students in Key Stage 4 and 6th Form.
In February this year we ran a 'Careers Week' where the students took part in various activities.
Throughout the week the students visited local businesses
such as the Tesco Distribution Centre, Network Rail,
Reading Football Club, Mini Plant, Apple, Lush, Ikea, Pizza
Express, Englefield Garden Centre, Rushall Farm and Earth
Trust.
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Activities included:Enterprise: - Arts & Crafts, Upcycling,
Cake/pizza baking
Workshops: - M&S, Thames Water,
Flower Arranging, Shoe Cleaning,
Ironing, Well-being,
Interviews: - On and off site

This year we welcomed three local schools during Careers Week establishing beneficial links
which we aim to build on throughout the year. A visit was made to Priors Court and both
Addington and The Avenue students joined us in several work based activities.
We had really positive feedback from both our students and staff who found the week really
valuable and we hope to make it even better next year and have already started to plan some
of the workshops.
We are always on the lookout for new businesses to partner with us. If you or someone you
know would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment Partner’ and supporting our
students with new skills, development or work based placements then please do get in touch.
(Julie Grant 0118 9421382 or jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk )
If you would like to know more, follow us on:- twitter @pathwaytoemploy
You can also find out more about our work on www.brookfieldsschool.org
We are always looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our
students when they undertake their work based learning experiences. We will provide training
for you as well as DBS checks which are essential for safeguarding purposes.
If you feel you can offer a morning/afternoon a week please contact us on
jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk or lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
Happy Easter everyone!
Julie Grant, Lucy Bellman and Kerry Flint
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Wow! We are speeding through this year and we are fast approaching the
end of a very busy term two at Project SEARCH, The Royal Berkshire
Hospital.
Back in January all the students started afresh in a brand new department
to master new skills, meet new colleagues and progress further towards
their goal of paid employment. This term has seen students placed in some
familiar departments including the League of Friends Café, Paediatrics and
the Berkshire Cancer Centre. We also welcomed some new departments and employers
including Marks and Spencers, Victoria Ward, Clinical Quality Assurance and Legal Services.
Brookfields students Nafisah and Patrick have been hard at
work in Paediatrics and the Berkshire Cancer Centre. Nafisah
has been working with the paediatric support workers, helping
the play teams run activities and has also worked alongside
the teachers from Cranbury College who provide continuing
education for poorly children whilst they are in hospital. Patrick
has been able to showcase his ICT skills whilst working as an
administrative assistant in the Berkshire Cancer Centre. His
role includes pulling patients notes ready for clinic, tracking of
files and sending out patient appointment letters. Patrick has
been a great support to the team, in particular the medical
secretaries and the administration services manager who will
miss Patrick when he moves on to his third and final placement
when we return after Easter. Also a big pat on the back for
Patrick as he was the only student to make it in to work during
the ‘Beast from the East’ snowfall – testament to Patrick’s
admirable work ethic. Well done Patrick!
You may remember from the Christmas newsletter that we are
working with the Trust’s communications team and Medical Photography to put together a Vlog
of the student’s journey as they progress through the project. Despite the severe weather
causing a minor setback we completed round two of vlog filming at the start of March and the
team is now busy editing the footage ready for this year’s graduation ceremony on 15th July at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Caversham. This time all the students were filmed in situ allowing us
to capture the valuable work that each and every one of them contributes to their department
term after term.
More positive news this term includes two of our learners securing paid roles here at the Trust.
One young man graduated from the project back in the summer but secured a paid role with
the Theatres Stores team and commenced his role at the end of January. The second young
man has secured a full time paid role with the portering team and also started at the end of
January. Best of luck to both and welcome to the world of employment!
In other news one of our students, Freddie, has been working on Woodley Ward which looks
after elderly patients, many of whom have dementia or Alzheimer’s. Their amazing ward clerk
has come up with a brilliant solution to try and prevent confused patients trying to leave the
ward. After researching possible solutions the team decided that they would like a ‘pretend’ bus
stop on the ward where they can direct patients to wait – therefore keeping them safe and
sound within the ward environment. However, they need money to do this and that’s where we
come in. Melanie Thorne, Project SEARCH Tutor, has been working with the students to come
up with fundraising ideas. They decided on an Easter themed fundraiser which is ‘Guess the
number of eggs.’ This has already raised over £50 towards our target. Another big thank you to
Melanie who managed to get a huge fluffy elephant donated. The students have decided to
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raise money by asking people to guess his or her name! We will update you next term with our
fundraising total.
Finally from everyone here at Project SEARCH we would like to wish you a very happy Easter
break and a well-earned rest ready to start again for term three. Enjoy!

Twitter@psearchRBH

Facebook Project SEARCH Royal Berkshire Hospital

Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor

On 1st March, Brookfields held its first Bedtime Story Day, with staff and students coming to
school in their pyjamas and dressing gowns – in spite of the snow!

Everyone snuggled up cosily under duvets and blankets to share hot chocolate and warm
stories with staff from all over the school. There was a lot of Bear Hunting in different classes,
as well as lots of fun with everyone ranging from Goldilocks to Hairy Maclairy and the Old Lady
Who Swallowed a Fly. Everyone agreed that they are looking forward to Bedtime Story Day
again next year.
Sam Raw, Head of English

This term the School Council have worked hard to come up with
solutions to any problems faced by their class. This has led to each
class really thinking about what they could do in certain situations –
we even had different classes offering to spend some of their
playtimes together, which is lovely!
Secondary School Council have been working to develop a set of
signs for the playground and met on a very cold Friday morning to
decide where they should go. They did a great job of thinking hard
about the best place for each sign.
Here they are at the top of the slide, deciding where the slide rules
should go.
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This term the Rights Respecting Schools Group have been looking at ways we can help others
in our community.
The group have decided that they would like to raise money for a particular charity over the
course of a year, and after lots of discussion have chosen the Thames Valley Adventure
Playground at Taplow. We are meeting early next term to plan our first few events and we will
keep you updated with our news!
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head

’Real Play’
This year we have trialled a scheme called
‘Real Play’ put together by ‘Create
Development’ to encourage families to
become more active at home. Parents
have come to Brookfields School on
Thursday mornings to participate in fun PE
games, songs and stories with their
children. The families involved received
books, equipment, a DVD and a board
game so that they can also play all the
games at home together.
This has been a great success and the families were positive about the experience. One parent
said “I loved meeting new parents, playing with the children and doing the activities at home as
a family”. Another parent described Real Play as “super, fantastic and fun.” The families have
all worked really hard and have been completing all the home challenges as well as attending
the sessions. A massive thank you and well done to all the families who have participated, I
look forward to running ‘Real Play’ for a new group after Easter!
Tor Carter, Head of PE
Panathlon Swim Gala 2018
For the third year running, Brookfields had a team of very excited swimmers from across the
school heading to the Panathlon Swim Gala. Previous years had been held at the Stoke
Mandeville Stadium, however this year the event was to be held at the London Aquatic Centre!
Our team of 7 were very excited to be visiting the actual pool used in the 2012 London Summer
Olympics. As the day got closer reports of the “Beast from the East” starting hitting the
headlines. We had our fingers crossed it would not cause a problem! It was the night before
the big day and unfortunately the news was that the event would have to be postponed due to
the weather conditions across the country. Understandably our Brookfields panathlon
swimming team were disappointed but are looking forward to attending later in the year when it
is rescheduled.
Kelley Hope, Swim Coach
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Sport Relief 2018 19th- 23rd March
We raised a fantastic £117.54 for Sport Relief. Thank you for your donations. The pupils loved
dressing up as their favourite sports personality followed by an active week of sporting
activities. All the pupils enjoyed competing in the ‘Step Challenge’. We are pleased to
announce that the winning class is Orange Class – CONGRATULATIONS! Our highest
stepper was Nathan H. with an astounding 12,428 steps!
In the Primary School we also made some cakes to sell for Sport Relief in cooking sessions.
The primary pupils had great fun participating in sport activities such as parachute games,
archery, swimming and rebound therapy. Thank you to everyone who supported the activities
raising money for Sport Relief.

Key Stage 3 PE
Sutton class have been having a great
time at Adventure Dolphin this term in
their PE lessons. The students have
worked so hard at climbing as high as
they can go, overcoming their fears and
encouraging each other.

Fletcher class have been going offsite to have their swimming lessons at the
new pool at The Rivermead Leisure Centre. The students have been working
really hard at developing their swimming skills.
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Winter Games
Students from across the school were selected to represent Brookfields School in the
‘Berkshire Winter Games Festival’ held at Bisham Abbey. We took a primary and secondary
Boccia team who came 5th and 6th in their tournaments. All the pupils listened to instructions
and gave it a good go in the spirit of the game so a big well done to you all!! We also took a
Polybat team which consisted of Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils. Their determination
combined with excellent skills were awarded with a silver medal as they came 2nd in the Polybat
tournament! After the games pupils were able to access different activities in the Cultural
Village including cricket and relay races. They all had great fun joining in and having a go.
It was a great day had by all.
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Boys Football Tournament 12th February 2018
On Monday 12th
February we took 2
teams of footballers to
the Reading FC
Disability tournament at
The Madejski Dome.
The Amber team played
superbly and finished
the tournament in 2nd
place and were all very
pleased with their silver
medals. The Green
team managed to go
one better and won the
gold after putting in a
string of fantastic
performances, beating Arbour Vale School 1-0 in the decider to win 1st place and the winner’s
trophy! Captains Tayub and Michael deserve huge credit for leading the teams so well
throughout!
Girls Football Tournament 12th March 2018
A group of Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and 6th Form girls came together to represent Brookfields
School at a Girls Football Tournament on 12th March 2018. They worked really well as a team.
A special mention to Libby for getting stuck in, playing all the games and being super
enthusiastic! The girl’s efforts paid off as they came 3rd in the tournament. Well done to you all!
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Key Stage 4 and 6th Form Leisure Classes
A group of students from Key Stage 4 and the 6th
Form have come together to participate in swimming
and lifesaving sessions at The Rivermead pool this
term. The students have developed their confidence
and swimming skills as well as having fun with their
peers. Kelley has been teaching some of the
students lifesaving skills including what the “help”
position is, how to perform a reach rescue and how
to tread water. The students even had a go at
swimming in pyjamas!
The pupils have tried really hard in these sessions
and their work has definitely paid off as they are all working towards achieving the “Brooksaver
1 and 2” award.
We’re looking forward to more exciting PE and sport activities next term.
Tor Carter, Head of PE and Matt Rosier, PE Co-ordinator

Thank you for supporting the events organised by the PTA. The money the PTA has raised is
used to support the pupils in many ways. Here is the list of what the funds have been used for in
2017 – 2018:















A new trike (EY)
Waterproof trousers (EY)
Play sand (EY)
New cameras (KS2 classes)
New kitchen scales (KS2)
New board games (KS3)
Handheld blenders (KS3)
New pool cues (KS4)
Display boards for student work (KS4/6th Form kitchen)
Repaired the pool table (6th Form / Youth Club)
Diving sticks (Swimming Pool)
New TV with DVD player (After School Club)
Equipment for VI students (Sensory Resource)
Money pledged towards coaches (for residential trips)
Money pledged to 6th Form Prom (for the Limo)

The PTA paid for the pool table to be repaired and it looks as good as
new! It was repaired by Keith who was so impressed with the
politeness of the 6th Form students that he's kindly going to donate
some new cues, balls, chalk and a cue rest to the school.
Our next big PTA event will be the Summer Family BBQ on Saturday 7th July (further details to
follow). We are looking forward to seeing you there.
Lorraine White (PTA Chairperson) and Craig McKay (PTA Treasurer)
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This term we would like to say a big welcome to Marshall who has joined our
group and is doing really well. All the pupils have done some fantastic riding off
the lead rope controlling the horses on the own, which shows how their
confidence has built up over the last few weeks. We finished off this term
playing Easter egg games and feeding the horses some carrots. Next term we are
going to be working towards doing our RDA grades in ‘Riding and Horse Care’.

We would like to wish you a happy Easter.
From Kerrie, Lisa, Verity, Jonathan, Michelle and all the RDA students.

It has been a busy term at After School Club
with the occasional warm day to get outside in
the sunshine to play on the swings.

Or playing in the sensory room
building castles.

We have been cooking and decorating
cakes to take home .
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Chinese New Year was an enjoyable night of activities with lantern making
and making a chinese stirfry for tea.

Hopefully with the warmer weather coming we will be able to get outside more in the coming
months and brighten up our garden with some spring flowers, so watch this space!
Please note that After School Club finishes this term on Wednesday 28th March and we reopen on Tuesday 17th April. Happy Easter!
Gill Cleaver Extended Services Manager, Gill Denton ASC Deputy Manager, Selma Viera
ASC Deputy Manager and the ASC Team

We have had a great start to the year after a number of long term projects came to fruition. We
were delighted to receive a grant of £20,000 from the First Growth charity. This money will be
used to help with the refurbishment of the Pangbourne House Independent Living Skills Centre.
We were also thrilled to receive a donation of just over £18,000 from BBC Children in Need to
support our Holiday Club this summer. This will make an enormous difference to the club and
will allow us to run our popular holiday club for at least 2 weeks this summer.
The good news continued when we heard that the Clothworkers’ Foundation had awarded us a
grant of £15,000 towards our new minibus. Their donation, when combined with donations from
Covea, The Greenham Common Trust and private donors, means that we can now pay our
contribution towards our brand new Lord’s Taverners minibus. The new minibus will be
collected on 13th June 2018.
The first phase of our amazing new Key Stage 2 playground will be installed during the Easter
holidays. This has been supported by a very generous donation of £10,000 from the St James’s
Place Foundation. Last, but by no means least, we were awarded a fantastic grant of £1,755
by the Skipton Building Society Charitable Foundation which has allowed us to order a new
adaptive tricycle for our younger pupils. We have already received a larger tricycle so it’s great
that our younger pupils will now have the opportunity to participate in cycling activities when the
trike arrives in the next few weeks.
In addition to the grants we received, I am delighted to let you know that the Island Bohemian
Bowls Club (located between Caversham Bridge and Reading Bridge) has adopted the school
as their charity of the year. The members of the club are currently staging a pantomime to raise
funds for a new adaptive tricycle and we look forward to working with the club to support the
great work of the school.
If you have any ideas for future fundraising activities, please feel free to contact Charlotte
Wilshire at the school cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk Thank you!
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Where to start?
We have had a very busy term of activities including a visit from
‘The SPLAT TEAM’ to play human ‘Hungry Hippos’ and dodgeball
(so much fun, but exhausting stuff).

We also held a water polo evening in the Brookfields swimming pool, where we all had a
“whale” of a time! Even the staff by the side of the pool got soaked.

The Event of the term was opened up to
other students in the Secondary School, who
don’t normally come to Youth Club.
Thank you to Richard who blasted out some
great beats throughout the evening.
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The other main event in
February was Pancake
Day. We held pancake
relay races, including staff
competing with each team.
This was followed by the
annual pancake fight, which
was a lot of fun!

For St. Patrick’s Day The Splat Team arrived to play some games
with the students followed by a fantastic gold coin tossing
competition. Lots of prizes were won by all.

As you probably know the Reading half marathon was cancelled on 18th March due to the
snow. One of our 6th Form teachers, Ceri Brueton, was due to run to raise funds for the Youth
Club and she was determined to still complete a half marathon. Ceri therefore joined up with a
group that ran a half marathon in Burghfield on 24th March and was successful. Well done
Ceri!. We know some of you have been kind enough to sponsor Ceri via ‘Just Giving’ and were
happy for your donation to be carried forward.
It’s not too late to donate to raise further funds for the Youth Club.
Here’s a link to the page which we have updated to show the change of plans:
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/brookfieldschool-association/ceri-half-marathon
Thank you so much for your continued support.
Nothing more to say, other than have a Happy Easter.
From Kerrie, Darren and the Youth Club Team
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There are many clubs and activities in the community for our students and we have compiled a
list which is on our website
http://brookfieldsschool.org/community/useful-resources/useful-links/
You can also speak to Marnie Osborn (Autism Support Worker), who will, as always, help to
facilitate social inclusion.
We have four ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants), attached to Secondary and 6th
Form. They have a valued role in supporting the students to help them understand and manage
their emotions as they are growing up and maturing. The ELSAs are trained to work with the
students to become more emotionally aware and regulated and also to help them with
friendships. The students and their tutors can make a referral to be supported by one of our four
ELSAs (Julie Johnson, Lorraine White, Katie Clapson and Ursula Harris).
Support for families during the holiday:-

Advice and support from
Brookfields staff
Ashley Stevens
Family Support Worker
0759 4421 908

Ashley Stevens, Family Support Worker
Ashley is on call for advice and support during
the Easter holiday. Please feel you can contact
Ashley to discuss any concerns and perhaps
arrange a home visit.
Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker
Marnie’s role at the school is to work with families
at home to implement programmes that are
devised and planned with you. Marnie works flexi
time so she can be available to visit after school
and during the holiday. Marnie will be working
some of the time over the Easter break, so do call
her if you need her support.
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to
discuss any concerns. However, if your child is
displaying seriously challenging behaviours and
someone is at risk, you must contact the police.
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101.

Marnie Osborn
Autism Support Worker
0796 4405 885
Emergency at home
Call 999 if someone is at risk
Call the police on 101 for their help
Out of hours Duty Social Worker
01344 786543

Autism Awareness Week 26/3/18 – 30/3/18
This year we focused on ‘acceptance’ during World Autism Awareness Week. The pupils took
part in a wide range of activities and especially enjoyed the visit from ‘Engine Shed’ and making
their ‘Autism Pride’ badges.
Thank you for supporting our ‘Autism Acceptance Week’.
James Gearing, Head of ABSS
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Continued from the front page:




Brookfields reached out to the 7 special schools in Berkshire and as a result have created the
‘Berkshire Alliance of Special Schools’ with Addington School, Kennel Lane School and Manor
Green School. Through this partnership we will be able to generate greater opportunities for joint
Continuing Professional Development, as well as sharing resources and joint procurement of
resources.
We are reviewing the systems through which we procure resources as well as auditing the
resources we currently have at the school.
At the moment Brookfields School is in the fortunate position of not having to make
redundancies. We have restructured the Senior Leadership Team and reduced the number of
this team – we will not be replacing the vacant posts of Assistant Head Teacher or Deputy Head
Teacher; we will not be replacing some of the teaching responsibilities which became available
when members of the teaching team resigned at the end of last term. If a member of staff leaves,
we will need to think very carefully about whether we need to replace them.

All schools are now operating in a very different and difficult financial climate. The financial decisions
which the governors and Senior Leadership Team have had to make have not been easy, but we are
clear that we want to maintain our outstanding education provision for all our pupils and support for our
families. If you would like to find out more, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Finally, a huge thank you to all our pupils, their families, our amazing and dedicated staff, our governors,
friends and partners of Brookfields School for all the great work and support you have given this term!
I wish you all a happy and safe Easter break and look forward to welcoming all the pupils back to school
on Tuesday 17th April 2018.

Brandon Mills, Head Teacher
Here are some dates for your diary:
April 2018

Tuesday 17th - Pupils return to school
Tuesday 24th- Information Evening for Key Stage 3 parents about the Residential Trip
Monday 30th April - Friday 4th May Kingswood in Kent, Residential for Key Stage 4 and 6th Form
May 2018
Wednesday 2nd - Coffee Morning – all welcome
Monday 7th - Bank Holiday
Monday 21st - Friday 25th Blaen Wern in Wales Residential for Key Stage 4 and 6th Form
Monday 21st - Friday 25th Magdalen Farm in Somerset Residential for Key Stage 3
Friday 25th May - Break up for half term
June 2018
Monday 4th - Back to school after half term
Wednesday 6th - Coffee Morning – all welcome
Thursday 7th - Families evening course starts ‘Understanding and Managing Behaviour’
July 2018
Saturday 7th - PTA Summer Fayre - all welcome
Tuesday 10th - Progress Evening
Friday 13th - Sports Day
Friday 20th - Last day of term, pupils finish at 1pm
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