Dear Families and Friends,
Half Term Update – May 2018
It has been a busy half term for the school with a range of onsite and offsite activities
for all pupils. We have had a number of residential visits this half term. Students and
staff from Key Stage 4 and 6th Form spent a week at Kingswood Outdoor Adventure
Centre near Ashford. The staff team at Kingswood were very enthusiastic and packed
the students’ days with a range of challenging and fun activities despite the
unpredictable weather.
Key Stage 3 spent a week at Magdalen Farm in Somerset. This is the first time
we have used this setting so we are looking forward to hearing all about it when
the pupils return on Friday! A lot of fun activities were planned which ranged from
teamwork activities, building a den, and a trip to Lyme Regis to name but a few.
The final residential trip of this half term was for some 6th Form and Key Stage 4
students who visited Blaen Wern Farm is Wales. We have been visiting the farm for
a number of years now and it is always a favourite with staff and students. It is in
the middle of nowhere surrounded by rolling Welsh farmland and forest. As well as
walking in the surrounding area, staff and students visited New Quay for the day,
went shopping in to Aberystwyth and visited Vale of Rheidol Railway as well as
spending time relaxing in the evenings at the farm.
Some of our students from the secondary school who have complex
needs participated in a very exciting sleepover at school! The team, led
by Kimberley, put so much effort into planning a range of activities for the
young people and made sure that everything was in place so that
everyone had a good night’s sleep. The group spent the day at Thames
Valley Adventure Playground after which, it was back to school for a change of clothes for dinner at the
Harvester Restaurant in Reading. After dinner, the young people had a disco back at school before winding
down for bed. Staff were up early the following day cooking breakfast for the students and staff who had
slept over.
Every student who participated in these trips and experiences gained from these great opportunities;
everyone achieved something that they did not think they would. A huge thank you to all staff who were
involved in planning and making these trips and activities such a success for the students. Without the
dedication and commitment from our amazing staff team, these activities and opportunities would not be
the success they were.
Over the Easter Holidays, the old playground equipment in Key Stage 2 playground was taken down as it
had come to the end of its life. We have wanted to replace this equipment for pupils in Key Stage 2 for a
number of years. The governors have been very supportive of this project to invest in new equipment. We
are very grateful for the donations of £10,000 each from
Boparan Charitable Trust and St James’s Place Foundation
which allowed us to install ‘Phase 1’ of the project over the
Easter break. It was fantastic to see the children’s faces on
their return to school as they eagerly explored the new
equipment! A big thank you to Boparen Charitable Trust, St
James’s Place Foundation and governors for enabling this to
happen.
We have also received £15,000 from the Clothworker’s Foundation, £2,000 from Englefield Charitable Trust
and £2,000 from Covea Insurance which are going towards the new minibus. Finally, a huge thank you to
Ella, one of our parents who completed The London Marathon and raised £1,605 for the school! An
amazing achievement Ella and thank you! The money Ella raised will go towards the next stage of the Key
Stage 2 playground refurbishment.

Our governors continue to support the work of the school and provide us with positive challenges to enable
us to continue to provide an outstanding education and provision for all pupils. Sam Jacob has been a
governor for a number of years now and as part of his role this year, Sam has been working with the Senior
Leadership Team to oversee the progress we have been making towards achieving the targets in this
year’s School Development Plan. If you would like to know more about what Sam has done, or the work of
other governors, please do contact them. Their contact details can be found on the school website.
Through the amazing and creative work of the staff team, Brookfields continues to be one of the lead
schools in the country in curriculum development, assessment and innovative teaching approaches. We
have continued to host a growing range of visitors to the school who want to learn more from our work and
what we do. This reflects our commitment to develop partnerships with other schools in the local area as
well as across England. This half term, we hosted a Leadership Workshop on behalf of The Specialist
Schools and Academies Trust for 15 leaders of other special schools in England. The focus of the
workshop was ‘personalisation of curriculum and learning outcomes’ as well as how we ‘support and
promote wellbeing’ of pupils and staff alike. We also hosted an event with one of our partner schools, Swiss
Cottage in Camden, which again focused on personalisation of curriculum and assessment and how we
work in partnership with others to achieve the outcomes identified in the EHCPs (Education Health and
Care Plans). Both events were very well received and enabled us to share our practice with others and in
addition gain some great ideas from other schools!
Partnership working is key to supporting the work of the school and ensuring that we are able to make a
difference to the lives of our pupils and their families. I am pleased to let you know that under the umbrella
of ‘The Schools Partnership Programme’, we have developed a partnership with Addington School, Manor
Green School and Kennel Lane School. I will be writing more about this in the July newsletter.
You will know that Brookfields School is the lead school for our Berkshire Teaching Alliance (BTA). We are
thrilled to be working in partnership with Addington School, Kennel Lane and Manor Green next academic
year, as they will be hosting placements for those trainee teachers who have been accepted on to the
course starting in September. We are also working with these schools to develop a bespoke NQT
programme for those students who have graduated from the programme this year and have been
appointed to work in our schools.
Here are some dates for your diaries for next half term:June 2018
4th - Back to school
6th – Coffee Morning for families – all welcome
7th June to 12th July – Understanding and Managing Behaviour course for families
7th - 8th Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition
21st - 22nd Key Stage 2 Residential to Thirtover Place
22nd - ‘Brookfest’
29th - Leavers Prom
July 2018
5th - 6th Duke of Edinburgh Final Expedition
2nd – Wills and Trusts Information Evening for Families
3rd – Open Morning for families whose child will be transitioning from one Key Stage to another
4th – Open Morning for families who will be joining Brookfields School in September
10th – End of Year Pupil Progress meetings with families
13th – Whole School Sports Day
15th – Project SEARCH Graduation, Crowne Plaza Hotel (Sunday)
20th – Leavers Assembly
20th – School will finish at 1.00pm

On behalf of the all the pupils, the staff and the governors at Brookfields School, I wish you a safe and
happy half term. We look forward to seeing everyone back at school on Monday 4th June 2018.
Kind regards

Brandon Mills
Head Teacher

