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Headteacher’s Message 
At the time of writing this newsletter, England are through to the semi-finals of the World Cup, the 
skies are still blue and the summer temperatures continue to slowly creep up. Unfortunately, the 
high temperatures have meant that we have not be able to run some of the activities we had 
planned such as the final Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition, or, we have had to adapt those we 
had planned, such as Sports Day. 
 
Our final newsletter of this academic year reflects the tremendous work that has continued across 
the whole school and the many varied, exciting and diverse opportunities and experiences with 
which pupils have engaged. These have included our hugely successful ‘Limelight 2018’ which 
showcased the amazing creativity of our pupils, Key Stage cross-curricular days, our annual 
‘Brookfest’ at Rushall Farm, the Riding for the Disabled Award Ceremony, Pathway to Employment 
events, our PTA Family Barbeque (which raised an amazing £850!) and the Leavers’ Prom to name 
but a few. 
 
This year, our School Development Plan, which is on the school website, focused on the following:- 
• Curriculum and Assessment 
• Increasing pupil engagement in learning, including more able pupils, ‘Engagement with 

Ambition’ 
• Developing the positive Mental Health and Wellbeing of all pupils 
• Developing and improving the provision for ASD learners 
• Staff wellbeing 
• Finance and premises 

 
A huge amount of time, research, creativity, training and development has been invested this year 
that has enabled us to achieve all the targets. This has led to the continued improvement and 
development of our highly regarded provision and the approaches we have at Brookfields School. 
However, the work does not stop there! Going forward, we have decided that we will focus on the 
following areas of development over the next 3 years. Each area will be broken down into areas of 
focus with each having a supporting action plan that will take either 1, 2 or 3 years to achieve. 
 
Effectiveness of Leadership and Management 

• ‘All leaders at Brookfields School will be able to effectively monitor and review the work of 
the school and therefore confidently lead improvement at all levels’ 

Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
• ‘All learners will make outstanding progress as a result of outstanding teaching and support’ 

Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare 
• ‘All pupils will be able to regulate their behaviour, commensurate with their learning and 

additional needs’ 
Outcomes for Pupils 

• ‘All young people are enabled to achieve personal outcomes in relation to education, 
employment, health, community, engagement and independence’ 

Continued on Page 2 
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Wellbeing 
• ‘Establish a deeper understanding of how all staff at Brookfields School can feel valued 

for the positive contributions they make to our school community’ 
Financial Management 

• ‘Set a balanced budget which supports all the improvements to the provision of pupils at 
Brookfields School identified in the School Development Plan’ 

 
We are passionate about partnership working and to this end, we have formally developed an 
alliance with the other special schools in Berkshire with the launch of ‘The Berkshire Alliance 
of Special Schools (BASS)’. The alliance is made up of the following schools – Brookfields, 
Addington, Kennel Lane, Manor Green, The Castle and The Avenue. Our aim is very clear – by 
working together we will be a stronger voice in shaping and influencing local and national policy 
so that the pupils we all support have improved opportunities in life. 
 
Four of the BASS schools are collectively working on a project called ‘Schools Partnership 
Project’. This is a research programme focusing on how clusters of schools can improve the 
outcomes for young people. Brookfields, Addington, Kennel Lane and Manor Green have 
chosen to focus on the themes of Total Communication and Leadership at each of the schools. 
Brookfields School was the first to participate in the ‘Peer to Peer Review’ and we were thrilled 
with the outcomes and findings from the team who conducted the review. If you would like to 
know more about this, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
We have also started a partnership with ‘Achievement for All’ (AfA) which is a national charity, 
again, looking at how outcomes for pupils might be improved. We are being supported by an 
AfA coach, who visits monthly to deliver bespoke training for the school team, advice and 
support. If you would like to learn more, please contact Sarah Strudley (Assistant Head 
Teacher) who is leading this. 
 
To support our continuing development and progress as a school, we welcomed Deirdre 
Fitzpatrick this term who is our new School Improvement Partner. Deirdre is an active member 
of SWALSS (the association for leaders in special education), being a member of their 
committee. She has been a Head Teacher of special schools, most recently of Uplands School 
in Swindon; she is also an OfSTED Inspector, Director of Education for ICan and is a SIP to 
other special schools. Deirdre brings experience, insight and challenge.  
 
Charlotte Wilshire (School Fundraiser), through her hard 
work, has raised funds that have enabled a range of projects 
to take place. Recently, we were handed the keys to a new 
minibus donated by The Lord’s Taverners. Students from Key 
Stage 4 attended the presentation event and were great 
ambassadors for the school. On their way home they gave 
some thought to what the new bus might be named. After 
some careful consideration, they thought that it would be fitting to name the bus ‘Ben’s Bus’ in 
memory of Ben who died just before Christmas as he loved going out in the bus. I have been in 
contact with Ben’s family and they are thrilled that the students thought of this wonderful idea!  
 
We would also like to thank The Island Bohemian Bowls Club who raised £1,800. The money is 
being spent on an adaptive trike as the ones we have currently are being really well used as 
part of the MOVE programme. A huge thank you also to Cardy Beaver Foundation who donated 
£500 towards our ‘Family Fun Time’ and The Face Bar in Reading who donated £266. Finally, 
thanks must go to Charlotte, who as a result of her dedicated work, has raised £203,368 for the 
school this year! 
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This time of year is a time for reflection and it has been interesting looking back on the year 
about what has happened, which I thought I would share with you: - 
 

• We have hosted 99 visits to the school from families who would like their child to attend 
Brookfields School 

• Our Autism and Behavioural Support Service has supported 40 families 
• Our Specialist Inclusion Support Service has supported 45 pupils across 23 schools 
• Our Family Support Worker has worked with 55 families across the year 
• Through the courses we have run for families, 441 families have attended our training 
• 8 babies have been born to members of the Brookfields team 
• Our Brookfields Business Enterprise has made £3,100 
• Students have done over 1,700 hours work experience 
• 5 students now have part time jobs 
• Since September 2017 staff have engaged in a total of 6,769 hours training 
• We have supported over 240 colleagues from other special schools who are interested 

in the work of Brookfields School in terms of curriculum development, leadership and 
provision 

• There have been many staff achievements such as staff who have successfully 
completed their NQT (Newly Qualified Teacher) year; staff who have gained NVQ’s 
(National Vocational Qualifications); completed Leadership courses or gained further 
professional qualifications to name but a few 
 

Inevitably, at this time of year we say goodbye to some students and staff, many of whom have 
been at Brookfields School for many years. This term we say goodbye to Bec King (Key Stage 
2 Teacher) who will be taking up a teaching post on Guernsey; to Charlotte Olbrecht (Creative 
Arts Lead) who will be relocating as her partner has taken a Headship; Shelley Upton (Lead for 
Berkshire Teaching Alliance) will be relocating to take on the role of Assistant Headteacher; 
Sam Wall (Early Years Teacher) is seeking another teaching post; Roz Johnson has left us to 
retire from teaching and pursue all the many interests she has. Rachel Sheridan will be leaving 
us to become Premises Manager at St Joseph’s School. Finally, Viv Hames (Teacher) will be 
going on maternity leave. We will also be saying goodbye to some of our Support Staff - some 
are starting university, some moving on to other careers, joining new schools or starting their 
training to become teachers or therapists. Good luck to Craig McKay, Amy Himsworth, Georgie 
Mitchell, Rachel Pruszewicz, Jess Searl, Hannah Thompson, Tamla Birch, Jo Hall, Kathryn 
Makepeace, Kanika Rastogi and Jane Wickenden. Thank you to each and every one of you for 
your hard work, the invaluable contributions you have made, and the support you have given to 
the pupils, their families and staff - best wishes to you all – we will miss you. 
 
Following successful interviews, we would like to extend our congratulations to Karen Wallace-
Jones (Drama Teacher) who has been appointed to Head of Creative Arts; Julian Sharman and 
Abi Lovegrove have been promoted to Learning Support Assistants and Ellie Hazell promoted 
to Specialist Subject Support Assistant – congratulations to you all! In addition to staff leaving 
us, we will also be saying goodbye to 14 students who will either be going to FE College, 
entering the world of work or will be relocating. Although not leaving Brookfields School, we 
have five young people who will be starting one of our Supported Internship courses next year. 
On the last day of term, we will come together for our Leavers Assembly to recognise their 
fantastic achievements and to wish them well for the future. 
During the last few weeks, we have run a series of transition visits for 14 families and children 
who will be joining us in September 2018 – we look forward to welcoming you all. to Brookfields 
School. 
                                                                                                               Continued on the back page
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What a year!  
 
As ever, everyone in Early 
Years has had a non-stop 
year full of fun and challenge 
in equal measure! We have 
navigated through: snow, sun, 
trips into the woods, visits to and 
from neighbouring schools 
including regular events such as 
the Christmas party, and much 
more besides! 

 
 

From everyone in Early 
Years, we want to say a 
huge ‘well done’ to every pupil: you have all done such a 
fantastic job of rising to challenges that have either been 
set or have arisen. We have seen some amazing progress 
from everyone and are looking forward to seeing you all after the break. 
 
Josh Connick, Head of Early Years and Key Stage 1 
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Key Stage 2 has had a very action packed, very warm, Summer term!  Our topic has been 
‘Teeny Tiny’ which has led to lots of exploration and adventuring!  Our pupils have had lots of 
opportunities for outdoor learning with regular trips to our Forest School sites and some classes 
have taken part in tennis lessons, Beale Park trips and lots of other escapades. 

Back in June some of our Year 6 pupils enjoyed an overnight 
stay at Thirtover Place. This is our fourth year of running a 
short residential trip and it is now a regular fixture in our 
calendar each year. We made some adaptations this year and 
they were well received.  Year 6 pupils took part in the trip 
which was full of exciting activities such as visiting ‘4 
Kingdoms’, having dinner at ‘Toby Carvery’, ‘Grass Sledging’ 
and ‘Low Ropes’.  Pupils loved hanging out in the residential 
house at Thirtover Place playing board games, racing round 
the adventure playground and chatting in their dorm rooms.  
For many pupils it was their first night away from home and 
they managed this really well.  

Our Cross Curricular day gave the pupils a chance to experience a full day at Forest School 
with their friends. We all headed down to the woods to cook outside, saw and drill and climb 
trees. We had an amazing day and so much learning, development and enjoyment took place, 
we are considering making it a regular occurrence!   

Black Class: This term, Black class have been learning about ‘The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘The Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly’. The children 
all loved the repetitiveness of these stories and learnt lots of new signs 
and skills. After half term the pupils had a very exciting trip to ‘Camp 
Mohawk’ where they had the opportunity to use the swimming pool and 
explore the grounds. The children have also enjoyed weekly visits from 
Will and Sue from ‘Soundabout’. What an exciting term!  

Orange Class: The children have been nature detectives this 
term - learning about all things ‘Teeny Tiny’! The pupils grew 
their own flowers and measured them, they learnt about bugs 
and made bug fact-files and learnt all about animal habitats: 
even creating their own! The pupils had a fabulous trip to 
Beale Park where they were able to spot different animals and 
they have been observing tadpoles from the Wildlife Garden to 
watch their life-cycle as they grow and change! The pupils 
have had such a fun-filled, sun-filled, busy term!  

Sky Class: Sky Class have worked really hard this year. The 
pupils have developed great friendships and worked on taking 
turns and being kind to each other. The children have enjoyed 
exciting trips to Reading Buses, ‘Butterfly World’, ‘4 Kingdoms’ 
and Thames Valley Adventure Park. The pupils have enjoyed 
exploring Forest School and learning about the natural world. 
The children have had a great year and are looking forward to 
joining their new classes.  
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Purple Class: During the Summer Term the pupils have enjoyed the 
‘Teeny Tiny’ topic experiencing outdoor and indoor activities. The children 
enjoyed ‘The Gruffalo’ sensory story and ‘The Bug’s Life’ Tac Pac; they had 
an opportunity to explore ice cubes, warm heat packs, leaves etc. The 
pupils also enjoyed making caterpillar sandwiches; exploring different 
ingredients during cooking sessions. The pupils also 
had the opportunity to experience Forest School where 
they had the chance to explore the environment 
touching leaves and trees; smelling and tasting foods 

and having fun with arts and crafts 
activities! The class also went to Thames 
Valley Adventure Playground in Taplow. 
As the weather has got warmer pupils 
have had fun outside enjoying water play, 
the foot spa, wheelchair roundabout and 
the new Key Stage 2 playground. We 
would like to wish Amelia, Mason and 
Umer all the best in Key Stage 3.  

  
Indigo Class: Indigo Class have had a fantastic term. The pupils 
really enjoyed going out and about, making the most of the lovely 
warm weather. The new Key Stage 2 playground is the best! The 
children have had some amazing times climbing, chasing, swinging 
and playing with their friends. Indigo Class have had some great trips 
this term, ‘Gymfinity’ was one of their favourites! The pupils also 
enjoyed trips to the park, Tesco, ‘Kids 'N' Action’, Thames Valley 
Adventure Playground in Taplow and their regular Forest School 
activities. What a wonderful term! 

White Class:  The pupils had a wonderful day at Beale Park looking 
at the animals, having a picnic and playing in the park. Requests have 
already been made to go back again! The children have been learning 
all about bees and have learnt some very interesting facts. The pupils 
have been particularly interested in honey bees and have looked in 
detail at honeycomb and have done some lovely cooking with honey. 

With the end of the school year very much upon us it is once again a time of change. Pupils 
move up to different classes, Year 6 move onto Key Stage 3 and we wish them all the best with 
this exciting new stage in their lives!  We also say goodbye to a handful of colleagues: Bec King 
is leaving us to move back home to the beautiful Guernsey where she will be teaching in a SEN 
School. We wish her the very best of luck and hope to receive lots of postcards!  Rachel 
Pruszewicz is also leaving us and we wish her all the best with her future endeavours. Moving 
out of Key Stage 2 to other parts of the school are Anna Beaumont moving to teach in the 6th 
Form and Ola Tarczynska moving to teach in Key Stage 3. Again, we will be very sad to see 
them move on in their careers but know they will be a real asset to their new Key Stages. Kate 
Hill gave birth to two beautiful boys, Reuben and Owain, congratulations to their growing family! 
Two new teachers will be joining the Primary Department in September and we are looking 
forward to getting to know them and to welcoming them into the department.  

As we draw to a close what has been a very busy and successful academic year in our 
department, on behalf of all of the Key Stage 2 team, we wish you a happy summer holiday and 
look forward to welcoming pupils back in September! 

Jamie Bonewell, Head of Key Stage 2 
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Our topic, ’Reach for the Stars’ this term has inspired lots of great work in Key Stage 3. Pupils 
across the Key Stage have enjoyed a huge range of activities on a space theme, including 
Space art work, sensory stories, making and launching rockets, studying astronauts, listening 
to space music, writing stories, and so much more. Teachers have delivered amazing 
assemblies following this theme, and classes have been going out of school on lots of trips.  
 
Some of the very exciting trips to name are Madejski and Fletcher Classes visit to the Science 
museum in Winchester, where pupils had the opportunity to experience their fantastic 
Planetarium. Stanning class have recently enjoyed a successful trip to Basildon Park and 
Palmer class are planning a swimming trip out next week.  
  
As many of you already know, much of the Key Stage took part in Residentials in May. This 
year saw the introduction of the Brookfields Sleepover, and thanks to all the hard work of all the 
staff involved, it was a huge success! All the pupils thoroughly enjoying their day to Taplow, 
dinner at the Mansion House and then fun and games back at school for the night.  
 
Others in the Key Stage took a trip to Magdalen Farm in Somerset. This was the first time we 
have tried this venue and we are very glad we found it! Magdalen was the perfect setting, 
providing fantastic opportunities for pupils, beautiful views, amazing food and staff that were 
bursting with enthusiasm! We were busy for the whole week, enjoying activities such as feeding 
animals, walking the goats, participating in team building games, toasting marshmallows on the 
campfire, a trip to Lyme Regis beach and much, much more.  
 
This week we have enjoyed welcoming Key Stage 2 pupils into Key Stage 3 in preparation for 
their transition to the upper school in September. This excitement is of course tainted with a 
little sadness, as our current Year 9 group prepare to move onto Key Stage 4. We wish them all 
the best and look forward to seeing them embark on new challenges and opportunities. 
 
On behalf of all of the Key Stage 3 team, we wish you a happy summer holiday and look 
forward to welcoming pupils back on Wednesday 5th September 2018.   
 
Angie Hunt and Kirsty Simmonds, Heads of Key Stage 3. 

‘Limelight 2018’, a celebration of students’ art, talent and 
creativity, was held on two evenings in June at South Street 
Arts Centre in Reading. The evenings showcased some of 
the amazing creative talent our secondary school has to 
offer and included the highly acclaimed performance of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ which was shown at The Shakespeare 
Schools Festival.  

Thank you to everyone who attended. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for the students to perform in a real theatre with 
a large audience.  

Karen Wallace-Jones, Head of Creative Arts
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Key Stage 4 students have had a fun filled Summer term!  

Our Kingswood residential trip was a huge success and pupils 
who attended are already looking forward to next year’s 
residential. It is a full-on week with very little rest and our pupils 
were a credit to Brookfields School at all times.  

We have been busy with our cross-curricular days and 
have had two this term. One focused on Spain and the 
other on India. As we travelled the world the students 
gained knowledge of language and literature, food, 
dancing, arts, sport and history of the different countries. 
The days were jam packed and the feedback from pupils 
has been overwhelmingly positive. The highlights have 
been cooking and eating paella for Spanish day and the 
‘colour run’ where pupils ran around whilst throwing 
coloured powder at each other as part of our Indian themed day! 

Our Brookfest event ran very smoothly and we were lucky enough to have incredible weather. 
Everyone who attended enjoyed the barbequed food and the live music with many other 
activities on offer. Staff and pupils were able to enjoy each other’s company in a more relaxed 
environment ready for their transitions to their new classes. It was lovely to see so many 
parents and carers joining us at the end of the evening. A selection of Year 11 pupils have 
completed their practice expedition for their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award and are busy 
getting ready for their assessed expedition in September 2018 – we wish them the best of luck.  

Sulham class have collated all the work they completed towards the Countryside Competition 
and went to Sheepdrove Farm in Lambourn to show off their work. Although Sulham class 
didn’t win this year, they had a great time! The students watched gun dogs show off their skills, 
learnt about which plants caterpillars eat and walked around a physic herb garden. The 
highlight of the day for many was the tractor ride at the end.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shelley Riley 
Head of Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team.
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“What an amazing year we’ve had!” The students have 
taken part in a wide range of activities and offsite 
learning opportunities such as Town Training, attending 
Reading College, learning in the natural environment at 
Earth Trust and visits to the PHAB Club.  

“We also held our annual Prom where we came ‘suited 
and booted’ to dance the night away, go for a ride in 
the limo and wish our 2018 leavers well.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              PROM 2018 
 

This year has been busy for Alex’s class in the 6th Form. Students have been working on their 
communication, number and money skills as well as opening and running their own tuckshop! 
The class also won two prizes at a competition at Priors Court, 1st prize for their decorated plant 
pots and 2nd prize for their potato family photos. We hope the students enjoy a well-deserved 
summer break and we look forward to seeing both old and new faces in September. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of all the 6th Form team, we wish you a happy summer holiday and look forward to 
welcoming the students back on Wednesday 5th September 2018.   
 
Maurice George 
Assistant Head with Oversight of the 6th Form 
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Since the start of the academic year, 64 students from Key Stage 4 and 6th 
Form have completed their work-based placements in 18 different 
businesses. The placements allow the students to enhance what they have 
been learning in their Way2Work lessons in various settings, developing 
their skills, self-confidence and experience.    

The varied work-based placements help to provide the students with a 
meaningful insight into the types of jobs that are available. The students 
have gained experience so far this year in Retail, Utility Suppliers, 
Hospitality, Catering, Housekeeping, IT and Education. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our partnerships with local businesses have continued to develop and grow. We are so grateful 
for the continuing support of these businesses that are making a real difference to the future 
lives of our students. 

Employee of the Month 

To celebrate and acknowledge the achievements of students who have completed exceptional 
Work Based Placements, we have an “Employee of the Month” Award. The students are 
presented with a certificate, a letter is sent home to parents and a copy of the certificate is 
displayed in our reception.                    
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Tea Party 

We invited Sue into school to a special 
assembly and tea party to say a heartfelt 
thank you for overseeing all the work 
experience placements at Sainsbury’s 
over the last 6 years. Sue is retiring from 
her role in HR, in which she has supported 
over 70 students from Brookfields School 
since the start of our Careers Education 
programme. Sue has helped to shape the 
lives of many of our students.                

Careers and Enterprise Annual Conference 

The Pathway to Employment team attended the ‘Careers and 
Enterprise Annual Conference’ in Newbury and were inspired 
by the speakers. The team were also part of a specialist 
session which focused on ‘Gatsby Benchmark 3: Addressing 
the needs of each student – with a focus on Special 
Educational Needs and Disability’. 

Rock Assembly 

The Rock Assembly took place on 12th July 2018 at 
London’s iconic Wembley Arena, it was the perfect end-of-
year reward and a fantastic experience for Brookfields’ 
secondary students. Over 10,000 students attended from 
across the UK.  

Points of View - the view from a business partner 

Tom McAuslin is the CEO at the Police Rehabilitation Centre, Flint 
House and has recently been appointed as the Careers Governor 
at Brookfields School. 

Firstly, let me say how privileged Flint 
House is to be involved with Brookfields 
School’s Pathway to Employment 
initiative. Flint House is a 150-bed 
residential rehabilitation centre near 
Goring on Thames which provides 
physiotherapy and wider health care to 
serving and retired police officers.  

The centre employs 140 staff and is an ideal environment for young adults with learning 
difficulties to practise work place skills particularly in the housekeeping and catering 
departments. We work on the premise of; “It’s what they can do – not what they can’t”. We are 
now in our second year of hosting Brookfields students and over 25 have undertaken our 6 
week work-placement programme. I am very proud of all involved who have made this an 
ongoing success. We are also very pleased that we now have our first student working part-
time in paid employment, and I’m sure they won’t be the last. 

I would encourage employers of local organisations large and small to seriously think about 
giving these amazing young adults the opportunity to get work place experience. I am very 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.flinthouse.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw1K-UAcFKBxZv_JYCB8MWPi&ust=1522138576555100
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happy to host a tour of the centre to show what can be achieved and can be contacted at: - 

ceo@policerehab.co.uk 

Tom McAuslin 
 
We are always on the lookout for new businesses to partner with us. If you or someone you 
know would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment Partner’ and supporting our 
students with new skills development or work-based placements then please do get in touch.  
Julie Grant 0118 9421382 or jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  
 
If you would like to know more, follow us on: - twitter @pathwaytoemploy or 
www.brookfieldsschool.org 
 
We are also looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our 
students when they undertake their work-based learning experiences. We will provide training 
for you as well as extended DBS checks which are essential for safeguarding purposes. 

If you feel you can offer one morning/afternoon a week, please contact us on: - 

jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  

lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

kflint@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

Julie Grant, Lucy Bellman and Kerry Flint 
Pathway to Employment Team 
 

 
Brookfeast is an exciting catering enterprise programme for 
young people within the 6th Form and Key Stage 4 who have 
learning difficulties. The Business Enterprise is based on 
catering. The students will learn life skills as well as how to run a 
catering business with support from a trained team. Brookfeast 
supplies staff lunches and catering for meetings as well as for 
visitors to the school.  
  
Brookfeast provides baguettes, wraps, sandwiches and salad 
boxes. Students spend blocks of time in the kitchen learning the 
processes of creating high quality lunches and working to 
industry standards.  
  
Our vision:  

o Students will gain professional catering skills for life beyond Brookfields School  
o Students will gain skills for wider employment opportunities  
o To create an enterprise which students will aspire to be a part of  
o Students will develop the necessary personal, social and professional skills to carry out 

tasks as independently as possible  
o Students will make connections with local businesses  

  
 Mel Kemp, Brookfeast Specialist Teaching Assistant 

mailto:ceo@policerehab.co.uk
mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:kflint@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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Here we are again at the end of another Project SEARCH 
year and what a year it’s been. Our eight students have 
worked so incredibly hard over the year and have had the 
opportunity to spend time working with some fantastic teams 
and departments. This past year has seen us collaborate with 
a range of new placements including Marks and Spencer, 
Woodley Ward, Legal Services and Clinical Quality and Assurance.  
 
Brookfields students Patrick and Nafisah have had an equally busy year 
especially this final term. Patrick has been based with the League of 
Friends team and has been working in both the maternity shop and the 
Friends Café. Patrick has had great feedback from his managers who 
greatly appreciate all the help from Patrick but most of all they have 
loved watching Patrick grow in confidence as the placement progressed. 
Well done Patrick.  
 
Nafisah continued her rotation with the Paediatrics department and has 
enjoyed taking on new responsibilities this term. Her favourite part of the 
role has been working with the music therapists and the play workers 
where she helps to set up activities and encourage the children to play. 
Both Patrick and Nafisah will be continuing with their employment search 
and both have proven that they will be an asset to any future employer. 
 
One of the highlights from the summer term was the visit from the Royal 
Berkshire Foundation Trust’s CEO, Steve McManus. Steve is passionate 
about the project and its on-going positive impact at the Trust and was 
keen to come and meet the students and find out their views on their year 
working at the hospital. He was interested to find out which departments 
the students were working in, what they had most enjoyed, as well as any 
challenges they had overcome. He also kindly shared his journey to 
becoming CEO and how he is inspired daily by all the staff and volunteers 
that work tirelessly to make sure they deliver outstanding care to patients 
and their families – Project SEARCH is very proud to be a part of that. 
 
So, as we start to wrap up for the year it can mean only one thing, Graduation. All the students 
are looking forward to having their photographs taken on the red carpet, sipping ‘mocktails’ and 
of course collecting their graduate awards and certificates. It’s been a genuine pleasure 
working with this year’s cohort and each and every one of them thoroughly deserves their 
award after all of their hard work over the year. 
  
Finally, big congratulations to Rachel and Gemma who have both been successful in securing 
paid roles at the end of the Project. Rachel will be joining the A&E team in July as an 
Emergency Support Worker and after acing an interview at Marks and Spencer in Bracknell 
Gemma has been offered a post working in their food hall. Well done and best of luck! 
 
The Project SEARCH team hope you have a lovely break over the summer holidays. Enjoy! 
 

Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor
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Sports day was a great success this year. Lots of fun was had by all. All pupils were engaged 
whether they were participating in the Sensory Run, Swimming Gala or the ‘Sport Hub’ 
activities. Well done to Loddon House for coming 1st place in this year’s Sports Day with a 
massive 306 points, followed by Kennet House coming 2nd with 268 points closely followed by 
Thames in 3rd place with 260 points! Congratulations to all the pupils for participating and 
earning shots of water for their teams this year! The pupils who swam in both Primary and 
Secondary Swimming Galas demonstrated excellent determination and maturity with all the 
races and team games they competed in. Thames House were the winners of both Swimming 
Galas, well done Thames! The students from Denefield School who came across to help 
support, organise and lead activities were fantastic and great ambassadors for their school. A 
massive thank you to all of you who came to support the pupils, it was really great to see so 
many people enjoying the day.  

  

Early Years pupils have had an exciting time in their PE lessons this term. They have really 
enjoyed their Rebound Therapy sessions with Matt Rosier (PE Assistant), bouncing on the 
trampoline. Pupils from Blue class have been having PE lessons with Tor Carter (PE Teacher) 
developing their ball skills (“at the circus”) and their balancing skills (“on the pirate ship”). Some 
pupils from Blue and Yellow classes have participated in tennis lessons at Bradfield College 
and have enjoyed having a go at different fun tennis activities. Two pupils from the Early Years 
Department have attended ‘REAL Play’ sessions where their parents have come to join them at 
school for some fun PE stories, games and songs. Early Years pupils have also been having 
lots of fun exploring different PE equipment; climbing over, under and through the apparatus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 pupils have been working hard at getting ready for Sports Day this term by 
practising their running, throwing and jumping skills in their Athletics lessons. Pupils in Key 
Stage 2 have also enjoyed participating in tennis sessions at Bradfield College this year. The 
Year 6 pupils were lucky enough to go to The Rivertime Regatta where they enjoyed having a 
go at canoeing, kayaking, bell boating, wheely boat riding and bike riding. Some pupils were 
chosen to go to the Panathlon this term where they competed in Kurling, Boccia, Polybat and 
Table Cricket against other schools. Congratulations to the Brookfields team on coming 3rd. One 
Key Stage 2 pupil was chosen to compete at the swimming gala held at the Olympic pool in 
London where she competed in different races and games with the older pupils. Some Key 
Stage 2 classes have enjoyed Rebound Therapy sessions this year.  

All classes have particularly enjoyed their swimming lessons where the pupils have been 
working hard on developing their swimming skills at their own levels. Four pupils from Key 
Stage 2 attended The Summer Games at Bisham Abbey and represented Brookfields in the 
Kurling Tournament. Huge congratulations to the primary Kurling team for coming 1st place! 
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This was a very well-deserved achievement. One of the pupils said he was “blown away.” 
Some pupils have been participating in the ‘ REAL Play’ sessions where their parents have 
come to join them at school for some fun PE stories, games and songs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 students have had some exciting trips to Adventure Dolphin where they have been 
canoeing and rock climbing. Students have shown sheer determination, facing their fears and 
having a go at new activities demonstrating their excellent resilience. Students from Sutton and 
Madjeski classes have been learning how to play tennis this term with an external coach which 
they have all been really engaged with. Jonah and Ben both competed in the Swimming Gala 
held at the Olympic Park in London. Brookfields came 3rd and won the treasure hunt so came 

Tennis at the Dome  Panathlon at Woodford Park 5th June 2018  

Polybat at The Panathlon  

Kurling winners at the Summer Games                  The Rivertime Regatta  
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home with some rubber ducks! Some Key Stage 3 pupils represented Brookfields School at our 
annual Berkshire Special Schools Tag Rugby Tournament in June where the Green Team 
came 1st and the Amber Team came 3rd. Massive congratulations to both teams! Four students 
from Key Stage 3 competed in the Secondary Kurling Tournament at the Summer Games and 
came 3rd. Well done Brookfields! The pupils who competed also had the opportunity to have a 
go at a laser shooting activity which they all did very well at. A special mention to Callum who 
demonstrated excellent shooting skills and tried really hard at the very long and hot run around 
the park. Key Stage 3 students have developed their physical and mental wellbeing through 
Rebound Therapy, Swimming, Hydrotherapy, Cycling and Physiotherapy sessions. The 
students have engaged well with the sessions and have really improved their physical skills. 
Fletcher class students had the opportunity to have a trip offsite to ‘The Dome’ at the Reading 
University Tennis Park and played tennis with different coaches. They all thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience and were fully engaged for a whole hour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 4 students have been practicing their rounders and 
athletics skills this term in their PE lessons. The students have 
worked so hard that finally their skills have paid off; when they 
played rounders against the 6th Form in the Key Stage 4 vs 6th 
Form rounders tournament Key Stage 4 were the winners! 
Well done Key Stage 4!! Some students have been participating 
in Unified Basketball where they have been going to Denefield 
School to train with them to make up a Brookfields/Denefield 
team to play against other teams at the Summer Games. Key 
Stage 4 students also had the opportunity to do bell boating 
after their basketball tournament at the Summer Games. The 
students came 3rd in the tournament and therefore won a bronze 
medal! Congratulations! Sulham class pupils have loved their 
swimming lessons this term and have been able to develop their 
skills further. They have also enjoyed Rebound Therapy sessions 
where they have been practising turn taking and listening to and 
following instructions as well as working through the Winstrada 
assessment framework. Some Key Stage 4 students competed in 
the Swimming Panathlon Gala held at the Olympic Park in London. 
Brookfields came 3rd and won the treasure hunt. Students 
participated in our annual Berkshire Special School Tag Rugby 
Tournament where the Amber Team came 3rd and the Green Team 
came 1st! Excellent effort and skills demonstrated by all.                                                                   

Tag Rugby tournament  Lazer Shooting  
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6th Form students have been developing their rounders skills this term in PE lessons. They 
have been focussing on working together as a team and communicating during fielding practice 
as well as practising their throwing, catching, bowling and running skills. Some 6th Form 
students participated in the annual Berkshire Special Schools Tag Rugby Tournament where 
the Amber team came 3rd and the Green team came 1st. Some 6th Form students were involved 
with the basketball tournament where they have been helping the younger students to stay 
focussed and on task. The 6th Form students have worked hard over the year at becoming 
more confident at leading sessions independently. Their confidence and communication has 
developed enabling them to run tournaments, referee activities and teach parts of a session.  
Some groups of 6th Form students have been enjoying Rebound Therapy sessions where they 
have been working on their own physical targets.  

                     Tag Rugby tournament  
                                   6th Form 

It is the end of the school year and what fun the pupils have had this term! 
We have focused on enjoying the outdoors, especially in the lovely hot 
weather. The pupils have splashed around in the PMLD playground, played 
in the paddling pool, cycled around the secondary playground, picked 
cherries and played basketball and football.  
 
Two new members of staff have joined the After School Club team, 
Leanne and Tanya, but sadly we have to say goodbye to Tammy, Anna, 
Connor and Amy, who have been dedicated and valued members of the 
team. We hope some of them may be back to work at the Club again 
during their Uni holidays. A big thank you for your continued support and we look forward to 
welcoming the pupils back to After School Club on Wednesday 5th September 2018. After 
School Club has a waiting list. If you would like to add your name to the list, 
or further information please email gcleaver@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk   
 
from Gill Cleaver and all the After School Club staff.  
 

 

This Summer’s Holiday Club is full of exciting trips and activities including visits to Camp 
Mohawk, The Aquadrome, Thames Valley Adventure Playground, McDonalds, the cinema and 
the bowling alley. Thanks to the money raised through fundraising the pupils attending Holiday 
Club will also be enjoying additional trips to Thorpe Park and Beale Park. In addition to this 
there will be a range of onsite activities for all pupils to enjoy. We look forward to seeing the 
pupils there. 

Kerrie Byers, Holiday Club Leader, Jo Higgins, Deputy Leader and Gill Cleaver, Extended 
Services Manager 

mailto:gcleaver@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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It’s been another fun-filled term at Youth Club, with members joining in with activities such as, 
swimming, an 80s themed disco (which was open to the all secondary pupils), a staff vs 
students rounders match and visits from the SPLAT Team.  

We ended the year with our annual summer BBQ where we said a sad goodbye to staff 
member Richard Hine who is leaving us to become a teacher.  

We look forward to seeing all the Youth Club members next term for more exciting activities! 

From Kerrie Byers, Darren Cunliffe and all the Youth Club team.  
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This term we would like to say a big welcome to Viktor and Eluise who have joined the RDA 
group and are already doing incredibly well. 

The group have had two wonderful trips, one to Bucklebury Farm Park and another on a horse 
pulled barge down the River Kennet. The weather was amazing, which was a bonus. 

 

 

 

 

 

The pupils have done some fantastic riding off the lead rope, controlling the horses 
independently, which shows how their confidence has built up over the term. 

Well done to all our riders in their recent 
grading and awards. ‘Most Promising Rider’ 
was awarded to Marshall, ‘Achievement 
Through Adversity’ was awarded to James 
and ‘Best Overall Rider’ went to Jonah. 
Dominik received the award for ‘Best New 
Rider, Harvey was given ‘The Achievement 
Award’, Kelly ‘The Improvement Award’ and 
Tegan, Casey, Viktor, Joseph and Eluise 
received ‘The Endeavour Award’.  

Congratulations to all riders who achieved their grades in horse care and riding. Well done to 
Dominik passing your Grade 1 in riding. Grade 1 and Grade 2 in ‘Horse Care and Riding’ was 
awarded to Jonah, James, Kelly, Harvey, Joseph, Marshall and Casey. 

Well done to you all! We wish you a great summer. 

from Kerrie Byers and all the team at the RDA 

 



 

20 
 

Support for families during the holiday. 

Ashley Stevens, Family Support Worker, is on 
call for advice and support during the summer 
holidays. Marnie Osborn, Autism Support 
Worker, is also available to work with you to 
implement programmes for children with autism. 
Marnie will also assist you in accessing holiday 
activities in the community. 
 
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to 
discuss problems and maybe arrange a home 
visit during the holiday. However, if your child is 
displaying seriously challenging behaviours and 
someone is at risk, you must contact the police.  
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101. 
On that number you will talk to the police directly. 
They will discuss with you the best course of 
action. 
 
It has been a busy year in the ABSS with many 
pupils and families accessing the support.  
 
Our ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) have been working with the students to 
become more emotionally aware and also to help them with friendships. The Brookfields 
ELSAs are employed in Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and in our 6th Form; the students as well as 
their tutors can make a referral to be supported by one of our four ELSAs (Julie Johnson, 
Lorraine White, Katie Clapson and Ursula Harris).  
 
James Gearing 
Head of the Autism Behavioural Support Service 
 

 
A big WELL DONE to all our amazing School Councillors this year. We finished the year with a 
special meeting between the School Council and the Governors. Each class came with a 
question that they wanted to ask the Governors and had the opportunity to find out what they 
wanted to know 
 
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head 
 

Thank you to those of you who attended the PTA Barbeque on a very hot Saturday 7th July. 
Thank you for all your kind donations of items for us to sell and to use as prizes. The event 
raised an amazing £850 which will go towards buying equipment for the pupils. Thank you for 
all your support and we look forward to seeing you at our next PTA event in the Autumn Term.  
 
Lorraine White, Chairperson of Brookfields Parent Teacher Association 
Craig McKay, Treasurer of Brookfields Parent Teacher Association 

Advice and support from 
Brookfields staff  
Ashley Stevens 

Family Support Worker 
0759 4421 908 
Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 
0796 4405 885 

Emergency at home 
Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 
Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 
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It’s been another busy year for the 
therapy team. We will be saying 
goodbye to Sarah Hirst (Occupational 
Therapist) as she leaves to have her 
baby and wish her well for her new 
arrival. We will be welcoming back 
Emma Marsh (Physio) in September 
who will be returning from her 
maternity leave.  
Wishing you a lovely summer!  
 
From all the Therapy Team 
 

  

We have had some additions to our team recently, so we thought that this may prove useful to 
you. Although each school has an allocated nurse, your child may be seen by any member of 
the Specialist School Nursing Team as we provide cover across the schools as required. 

Berkshire Healthcare 
 NHS  Foundation Trust 

  

    Emma McKeever 
   Team Leader                                         

 

 Caroline Lewin 
 Brookfields School 

 

  

Leanne Graham 
Castle School 

Rachel O’Donovan Jones 
Avenue School 

Jo Chapman          Gemma Well 
Across all schools     Addington 
                                    School 

As we approach the end of term and start thinking of next term, there are a few ways you could 
help to raise money for the school. 
 
If you need new name labels or stamps it would be great if you could consider using either 
easy2name or Stamptastic.  Both of these organisations pay us commission so we earn funds 
for the school every time you place an order. 
 

• www.stamptastic.co.uk 
All you need to do is input the school postcode RG316SW on the checkout page and we 
will earn up to 30% commission 
 

http://www.stamptastic.co.uk/
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• www.easy2name.com 
All you need to do here is search for the Brookfields School Association from the drop-
down list on the checkout page and we will earn up to 20% commission 

 
For all other online shopping, if you register and shop via easyfundraising we 
earn commission for the school.  So far we have raised £234 just by buying 
via this organisation.  You can follow the link from the bottom of the school 
website homepage of go via: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/brookfieldspta/ 
 
If you have any other suggestions regarding fundraising please feel free to contact Charlotte 
Wilshire as we are always delighted to look at new ideas to boost our funds.   
cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk    
 
Thank you for your support.

Charlotte Wilshire, Fundraiser

During the summer term the Governors have met twice for Full Governing Board meetings, plus 
a Finance Working Group and other ad hoc and planning meetings with members of the Senior 
Leadership Team (SLT). The addition of a number of new Governors during the academic year 
has meant that we finish this term with a full complement. However, it is with sadness that we 
now have to say goodbye to our Staff Governor, Rachel Sheridan, who is moving on to 
pastures new. We are now looking to fill Rachel’s vacant position with another member of staff. 
 
For your information a list of Governors is provided below: 
 

    
              
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Chris Manning               Dave Ebsworth        Anne Murdoch         Stephen Flint    Tom McAuslin 
 

            
Anne Rothon                     Brandon Mills                                 Sam Jacob             Tom Loucas 

 
Brookfields School continues to be an outstanding school and all the Governors are very proud 
to be involved. Budgets and funding issues across the education sector mean that Brookfields 

http://www.easy2name.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/brookfieldspta/
mailto:cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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is having to do more, with less, but the Governing Board are working with and supporting the 
SLT to do the very best we can for all Brookfields pupils. We would like to record our thanks to 
all the staff for continuing to do such an excellent job throughout these times of austerity and 
uncertainty. 
 
At the time of writing, we are in the middle of a heat wave and England are definitely going to 
win the World Cup! On that optimistic note I would like, on behalf of all the Governors of 
Brookfields School, to wish you a very enjoyable summer. 
 
Chris Manning 
Chairman, Brookfields School Governing Board 
 

 
 
West Berkshire Parent Carer Forum is for you: the parent/carer of a child with an additional or 
special need and or disability, to voice your opinion on what you would like for your child. 
  

• WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need. 
• WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating all of this can be! 
• We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local authority and the 

Department of Education, so have a valid voice, and one that is listened to. 
• Will keep you up to date with SEND information, and how we can change things for the 

better! 
  
WBPCF aims to support parent carers to participate and have a voice in how services for 
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally.  As a member of the 
Forum, we may ask you to fill out an occasional survey, or take a poll, or vote for a change to a 
service. As a member of the Steering Group, you could become involved in attending 
meetings, support us in holding local events, and be a Forum champion, either way you will be 
at the forefront of the changes whilst they are happening. You can give as much or as little time 
as you want to, we are all parent carers of special needs children too and appreciate how 
hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes. 
 
How we do it:- 
• Provide newsletters to keep you updated and informed about current activities. 
• Provide a Facebook Page 
• Provide a Twitter Page 
• Provide a website 
• Provide a central number 
• Provide regular coffee mornings/evenings. 
• Recruit and provide training for parent/carers who wish to become more involved  

 
Contact us now, we value your call. We are here for you and your family. 
  
Phone: 07860 942280                             email: info@westberksparentcarerforum 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum 
 
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/ 
 
Come and meet us at the next Coffee Morning at Brookfields School on Wednesday 3rd 
October at 10am. 

https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
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Continued from Page 3: - 
 
I am sure you will all join me in thanking the staff at Brookfields School for their continuing hard 
work, their commitment and dedication to providing all our pupils with an outstanding education. 
They are without doubt the most amazing, hardworking, passionate and dedicated group of 
people I have had the privilege to work with.  
 
On behalf of the staff and governors of Brookfields School, thank you to all of you for your 
continuing support and encouragement throughout the year.  
 
We wish you all a safe and happy summer break and look forward to seeing the pupils back at 
school on Wednesday 5th September 2018 

 
Brandon Mills 
Head Teacher 
 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 
September 2018 
5th – Pupils return to school 
19th – Early Years ‘Stay and Play’ 
20th and 21st – Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Final Expedition 
 
October 2018 
3rd – Parent/Carer Coffee Morning with representatives from West Berks Parent Carer Forum 
4th – Flu Immunisations for pupils 
5th - Harvest Festival 
16th – Progress Evening 
17th – Early Years ‘Stay and Play’ 
19th - Break up for Half Term 
 
 
 
  


