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Dear Family and Friends,
Christmas at Brookfields School is always an exciting time of year and as the decorations start to
emerge, the timetable of special Christmas activities and events is finalised.
You will read in our newsletter about the many activities and opportunities the pupils from across
the school have been involved in this term. This is only a very small sample of the exciting
projects staff and pupils have engaged with and the busy time that everyone has had. As always,
there have been many highlights this term and as I reflect on them, it is hard to choose from
them, whether it be the successes and achievements of individuals, or groups of pupils, or those
of our wonderful, dedicated and hardworking staff team.
We celebrated the impressive achievements of our older students this term during our annual
Presentation Evening. It was lovely to welcome students and their families to a buffet and drinks
reception kindly prepared by Steph Turner before the formal presentation of certificates and
awards by one of our governors, Dr Anne Murdoch OBE. It was a wonderful opportunity to
recognise and celebrate the many achievements of our older students and share their success
with their families and friends.
Our amazing Creative Arts Team at Brookfields School encourage, support and challenge
the development of our pupils’ creative skills. In addition to art, ceramics, dance, and
creative writing, we have a very strong drama team. This term some of our older students
took part in the annual Schools Shakespeare Festival, which is held across England. The play
our students performed at this year’s Festival was ‘Macbeth’. The months of preparation
and rehearsal culminate in an exhilarating and emotional performance in a professional
theatre, The Corn Exchange in Newbury. A huge thank you to all of those who supported
this event and to the many staff and friends of the school who were involved in making this
performance the success that it was. As part of the Christmas celebrations, many families
and friends came to see the Secondary School pupils perform in the Christmas ‘Snowcase’.
Friends and families of pupils in the Primary School also came to watch their Christmas
play. I am sure you will all congratulate every single person involved in these fantastic
performances, whether they were on stage, back stage or members of staff who gave up so
much of their time in supporting the pupils.
Thank you for your continuing support with our PTA (Parent Teacher Association) events.
Our dedicated PTA work tirelessly to raise money that goes directly to the pupils, whether it
be funding Christmas activities, residential activities or buying specific resources and
equipment for pupils. This term, the PTA organised the Christmas Bazaar which was very
well attended and raised a significant amount of money! (See Page 18). Thank you to
everyone who supported these events. If you would like to find out more about the work of
our PTA, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Continued on Page 24
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We have been as busy as ever in our Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 areas and have new
names! We are now called the ‘Explorers’ and the ‘Adventurers’ and have certainly been
exploring and adventuring this term! We have introduced our new curriculums and some pupils
have been taking part in Explore Time. Explore Time has meant that all pupils have the
opportunity to: explore and learn in different classes; engage with and learn from a range of
adults; increase their opportunities for developing independent functional communication, and
have more time to interact alongside or with a wider range of peers. All the pupils in the classes
accessing Explore can learn in the different areas available. Below I have outlined some of the
kind of things we have had on offer!
Sky and Green classes have been in charge of our creative area in
our Explore time and so we have been a bit messy but very
imaginative with them. Pupils have cooked, stuck, cut, coloured,
painted, glittered and done many other arty things. The children have
made alien spaceships, dangly stars and planets and rockets with
their names on them.
Orange and Yellow classes are responsible for our cognition area, a
room that is a little quieter and calmer. A place to really get your
thinking caps on! We have set up lots of numbers and counting
activities. We have also been looking at the Waldon approach and
Numicon. In the New Year we will be adding another dimension, we
will have a Problem Solving and Using and Applying area which we
are all very excited about.
Our Small World and Imaginative play areas are in Pink and Indigo
classes. We are very lucky to have just had some money to spend
on new equipment and a firm favourite is our new Lovely Learning
Corner, which can be used for Role Play. Pupils have been to
space, firework displays and flown around on broomsticks whilst
learning. Pupils also work on literacy based skills in this room such
as pencil control and storytelling.
Purple class holds our gross motor play equipment and we all love
playing on the swing. Pupils have lots of thinking to do when making
plans around the ball pool with friends and pupils are becoming
increasingly brilliant at negotiations with friends for whose turn it is!
White class do not participate in Explore time as the pupils follow a
different curriculum but they have been equally busy beavering away
learning all about space, nocturnal animals and sleep. The pupils made
some fantastic dream bedroom designs and staff had a lovely time
hearing about all of the spectacular design elements. The children have
recently enjoyed a trip to Winchester Science museum where lots of
learning and fun took place.
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We wish you a Happy Christmas and look forward to welcoming pupils back on Monday 7th
January 2019.
Jamie Bonewell, Head of Adventurers and Josh Connick, Head of Explorers
and all the staff in the Primary Department

Tarrant class started the Autumn Term by exploring the theme ‘Magic’. We took inspiration
from the Harry Potter films incorporating this into the Tac Pac session. Once a week our
students have had the opportunity to explore different ingredients during sensory cooking as
well as operating an electric whisk activated by pressing a switch. Our students in Tarrant class
thoroughly enjoyed taking part in Christmas Tac Pac and resonance board sessions where they
explored ice cubes, snow, tinsel and jingling bells.
We had a cross curricular day where all the students went into different classes taking part in
various activities such as snowball fights, creating Christmas calendar’s, wrapping up in hats
and scarf drinking hot chocolate and enjoying dancing in the Christmas disco.
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Fletcher class have enjoyed the topic of ‘Magic’ this term. The pupils have explored potions,
spells and become immersed in the world of Harry Potter. A favourite day was visiting Harry
Potter Studios where the pupils rode broomsticks and explored the studios. In class we have
been looking at storytelling and the pupils loved planning and performing a news piece about a
picture of a man riding a flying motorbike.
All the pupils in Fletcher class have settled well into Key Stage 3 and have been building
friendships across the key stage. The pupils enjoyed their Friday local community outings
where they have been learning how to navigate the local supermarkets in order to find items on
their shopping list. The pupils have especially liked going to the café where they can spend
their money on a drink or snack.

Madejski class have had a great term, our
highlight being our trip to the Harry Potter
Studios. Some pupils have been learning new
skills at Earth Trust and others have been out
in the local community, learning to keep safe
and be more independent.
We are really proud of Harvey who took part
in the Shakespeare for Schools production of
Macbeth. He has also recently achieved a
diploma for his drama work outside of
school.
Palmer class have had a good term. The pupils are now used to being in their new classroom
with the new adults and new friends and have enjoyed exploring the topic ‘Magic’. The pupils
have been learning about Harry Potter and have really loved their sensory story. Here are
some pictures:
Getting our tickets for the train.
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Exploring Dumbledore’s Beard.

Running through the wall to get to platform 9¾.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Palmer Class. We will see you in January to start
exploring Extreme Weather!
Sutton class have had a really positive start to the term. Pupils have
engaged in our topic of ‘Magic’ and have loved exploring the story of
Harry Potter. We have created a fabulous Diagon Alley display in class
and have created shop fronts, broomsticks, magical letters and owls to
promote understanding of the story.
Pupils loved our trip to Harry Potter Studios walking
down the real Diagon Alley, flying on broomsticks,
riding in the flying car and walking through the
Forbidden Forest … the giant spiders were not to
everyone’s liking! Further, the Death Eaters caused a real stir and Bradley
is still recovering from the awe of seeing the Hogwarts Express! The whole
experience was absolutely magical!
Some of our class have enjoyed
weekly Earth Trust visits. They
have explored the great
outdoors, making dens, building
fires and even learning how to
cook outside. Ace, Joseph and
Bradley have been really
engaged in practical workshop
activities.
Sutton class has taken on the task of looking after the school chickens and
Johann in particular has really enjoyed responsibility for chicken welfare and
caring for Flappy. We are also proud of Jack A who was the sound engineer
at the Shakespeare Schools Festival. Jack demonstrated his skill and
passion for tech and did brilliantly. Finally, a real highlight of the term was our
water polo tournament at Rivermead which pupils loved. It was a memorable
way to celebrate Children in Need day.
On behalf of all of the Key Stage 3 team, we wish you a Happy Christmas and look forward to
welcoming pupils back on Monday 7th January 2019.
Angie Hunt and Kirsty Simmonds, Heads of Key Stage 3.
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Thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas Snowcase and our Primary Christmas
Play. It was lovely to see so many of you in the audience – see photos below. Please also see
photos from the Shakespeare Schools Festival performance of ‘Macbeth’ held at The Corn
Exchange in Newbury in November 2018 on Page 23.
Merry Christmas!
Karen Wallace-Jones, Head of Creative Arts

Yattendon and Englefield classes have had an exciting school year so far! The students
have been able to enjoy a range of activities on and off-site including cooking, gardening,
gymnastics, town training and swimming. They enjoyed their trip to Thames Water in Didcot as
part of our ‘Water’ science topic this half term. The classes have also enjoyed their reward
Christmas trips!
Mrs Neale oversees our enterprise
education in Key Stage 4 and
continues to work closely with
Laithwaites and the Silver’s Workshop.
This year we were invited to sell the
products made by pupils in the
workshop at a Laithwaites event and
again at the Laithwaites shop. Staff
and pupils work incredibly hard to keep
this venture going and to make money
for the school – a huge thank you and
well done to all involved.
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Key Stage 4 pupils have cooked a variety of
dishes this term, including Classic
Tomato Spaghetti (which Alfie really enjoyed,
after stating at the beginning of the lesson
that he didn’t like pasta!) focaccia, brownies,
soup, ‘Crunchy Chicken Pieces with Herby
Yoghurt Dip’, muffins, omelettes, fruit crumble
and pasta salad. Pupils also baked cakes to
raise money for Children in Need.
Sulham class have been busy this half term with our
Enterprise Project. The students made Christmas
decorations and Christmas Cards which were sold at the
Christmas Bazaar. We made money for the PTA, thanks
to everyone who bought something from the Key Stage 4
Enterprise Stall!
Mapledurham class have had a busy term and have
settled very well into Key Stage 4. Some of our
favourite activities have been: making warm apple
juice, campfire pizza and reindeers at Earth Trust;
hydrotherapy sessions; Our River sensory story, where
we looked through our bedroom window and
daydreamed about where the river leads, a collective
favourite sensory stimulus from the story was the air
blower to simulate falling down a waterfall; and cooking
sessions where we spent the first half term
improving our independence to make pitta
pizzas, and the second half making
Christmas treats such as icing and
decorating gingerbread men. We have also
worked on tasks that may be found within
the home, such as sifting beads from flour,
transferring objects into containers and sorting cutlery. We also
made a terrifying Scary movie at Halloween and won the key
stage Halloween competition!
Shelley Riley
Head of Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team.

It has been an incredibly productive term for the 6th Form. I am pleased to say that Pupils who
have moved up from Key Stage 4 have transitioned fantastically well and all students are now
settled into their new classes.
Students in the 6th Form access an ever increasing range of activities in school as well as out in
the community. These widen the students’ experiences and support them to learn important life
skills. These activities are often the highlight for students, enabling them to excel in areas of
interest. Elsewhere in the newsletter, you will hear of the incredible individual and collective
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achievements, including work experience, performances and awards. We are very proud of all
that the students have achieved this term.
Brookfeast is our on-site catering service that provides authentic work experience
opportunities for our students. Many students access this part of their timetable allowing them
to learn relevant skills for the workplace such as following direction, working as part of a team,
taking responsibility for tasks and working in a time-limited environment. Brookfeast has had a
very busy term, continuing to produce high quality lunches for staff. In November, Brookfeast
was subject to a spot-check visit from the Environmental Health Officer and were awarded a 5
Star rating for food hygiene; a very proud moment for all our hard-working students!
Another highlight of the term has been
Sharman Class’ trip to Reading Arts to watch a
show called 'The Isle of Brimsker'. This is a
multi-sensory story from 'Frozen Light',
performed by specialists in making theatre for
audiences with Profound and Multiple Learning
Difficulties. All students thoroughly enjoyed the
performance and engaged with different
sensory items to experience the lovely story
being told.

As I write, Christmas at Brookfields is well underway. Students are preparing for the approach
to Christmas and all the exciting activities on offer. These include Christmas Dinner, Key Stage
trips for bowling and cinema and the ‘Christmas Snowcase’ performance. There is also a
Christmas disco for those that enjoy a dance. The run up to Christmas is always great fun!
Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued support, advice and contact that you
make with all the staff team in the 6th Form. May we wish you all a very merry Christmas and
we look forward to seeing you all in the new year.
Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form Team
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This year’s Duke of Edinburgh group have already made a cracking start to their programme.
Ty, Alfie, Thomas, Matthew and Luke have been busy planning the activities they would like to
complete across the 4 sections of the Bronze Award Programme.
Between now and July next year, the students will all work on Physical, Volunteering and Skills
sections of the award choosing areas as diverse as cooking, flute playing, football and
gardening to fulfil these individual parts of the award. As a team they have decided to complete
some Spring Term fundraising activities. Look out for news of the Brookfields Talent
Competition and the staff vs students football match. The DofE participants will be organising
these events themselves to raise money for their chosen charity, Clic
Sargent.
Whilst planning all of these activities, they are also learning the essential
skills they will need for their Bronze Award Expeditions to be held in
May and June 2019. There is already much talk of camping and cooking
outdoors; difficult to imagine at this the darkest part of the year but we
know it will be a good deal warmer when that time comes. I shall keep
you posted on their progress.
STOP PRESS – Congratulations to last year’s DofE team. Amber, Libby, Daniel, Harry
and Tyrese have just had their Bronze Award approved. Certificates to follow. Well done
all!
Bruce Taylor
Duke of Edinburgh Manager

It’s been another busy term for the ‘Way2Work’ (W2W) team. We attended
the 5th Annual Joint Conference with Talentino! in November 2018. The
conference focused solely on the career development of young people with
SEND.
Julie Grant (Employer Engagement Manager) and Lucy Bellman
(Work Experience Coordinator) are always looking to expand
the employer’s network. We have just begun to work in
partnership with the Retail Business Manager at The Oracle in
Reading to see how we can support to fill the current vacancies
and provide our students and parents with good quality
information regarding employment opportunities.
Ikea recently held an assessment day for students with
disabilities with a view to future employment. This helped our
students to understand how to communicate with employers
and to practice their interview technique. Ikea provided each
student with useful and comprehensive feedback.
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This year together with the Addington School we held an ‘Opportunities
Evening’. This gave Key Stage 4 and 6th Form parents and students
information about the range of learning opportunities (both academic
and vocational) available to them in colleges and the workplace.
Next term we will be holding our Careers Week (11th -15th February
2019) for our Key Stage 4 and 6th Form students. It will be great to
collaborate with lots of local companies again including Metro Bank,
Apple, Thames Water, Tesco, Ikea, Reading Buses, Bay Lab and
Smart Works.
Since September 2018 we have supported 33 students with their work
based placement. The placements have been offered by 15 different
companies. The following students have shown real enthusiasm during
their placements and were awarded Employee of the Month:

Ellee

Ethan

Luke

Lily

In addition to these successes several of our students now volunteer on a regular basis and the
following have gone on to secure part-time paid employment this term:
• Nicole – Holiday Inn
• Harvey and Cameron – Flint House
• Daniel – IKEA
• Fern – Kennylands Gym
• Matthew – Legacy Leisure
At the end of this term we are sorry to say goodbye to Kerry Flint, W2W Assistant. We would
like to thank her for all her hard work and dedication. She has supported over 200 students
during their Work Experience placements and has been a valuable part of our team. However,
we are delighted that Kerry has agreed to continue to support some of our students as a
volunteer.
If you work for a business who would be interested in becoming a Pathway to Employment
partner or you yourself would like to volunteer to help provide additional support for our
students during their Work Placements please contact Julie Grant or Lucy Bellman:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk or lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
Happy Christmas from the Way2Work team.
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Here we are at the end of term one and what an eventful
term it’s been for our 2018-19 cohort of students. Back in
September we welcomed six Reading College students
along with four students from Brookfields School; James,
George, Daniel and Carla. They are now coming to the
end of their first placement at the hospital and have all
been working in very different areas within the Trust.
James is working as a support assistant in Paediatric A+E and is tasked
with keeping the play equipment sterile, hosting activities for the
children, cleaning and making beds as well as portering patients from
A+E.
George is also working on a ward and in an opposite role to James,
George is working in elderly care. George’s tasks include cleaning
medical machinery, tidying the linen cupboard, sorting deliveries and
replenishing ward supplies.
Daniel has been working behind the scenes in the catering stores.
Daniel is responsible for keeping the store area clean and tidy,
unpacking deliveries, picking stock requested by the wards and the main
kitchen and decanting items.
Last but not least, Carla. Carla is working in a
much sought after role in the Marks and Spencer
store on the hospital site. Carla has really
enjoyed her placement and working with the
team who have helped her build on the skills
needed to work in retail. Carla replenishes,
rotates and date-checks products, helps
customers, and faces up the stock to make sure
the store always looks full. She even caught a
shoplifter in her first week working at the shop!!
It’s not all been hard work and no play though as the students recently helped support the
Royal Berkshire Charity by selling their ‘keep cups’ at main reception. A huge well done and
thank you to everyone as they managed to raise £110 and all made great salespeople!
It seems far too early to think about the graduation ceremony next summer but we held the first
filming sessions back in October for our student video diaries. It’s a fantastic way of capturing
the journey of each student and detailing the personal progress that each of them will make
over the year in preparation for securing their goals of paid employment. It is always great fun
being out and about filming and a big thank you to the Medical Photography Team who without
their help we wouldn’t be able to put together such a high quality film showcasing the amazing
work of all of our young people and the staff that support them. We are all very much looking
forward to an equally as busy term two following the Christmas break.
From everyone at Project SEARCH we wish you a Happy Christmas and Happy New Year.
Becci Maslam, Project SEARCH Instructor
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The PE department has had a busy term organising and hosting tournaments, introducing new
activities and running all the fun activities that pupils already love at Brookfields School.
Primary
Some classes have been having great fun exploring all the different PE equipment having a go
at climbing, rolling, crawling, jumping, sliding and running. The pupils have also had great fun
singing along to some traditional and new songs whilst playing parachute games. Pupils from
White and Sky classes have had the opportunity to go offsite to Bradfield College this term on a
Thursday afternoon to develop their fundamental physical skills such as co-ordination, agility
and balance through the sport Tennis. They have had great fun in these sessions. Other
classes will have the opportunity to participate in these sessions throughout the year. The
pupils from Pink class have had great fun following the REAL PE scheme including going for a
bike ride this half term developing their floor movement patterns.
Secondary
Key Stage 3 pupils have been developing their invasion game skills including
attacking, defending, communication, teamwork and shooting. They have
been practicing these skills in Scooterboard Hockey sessions in preparation
for some Key Stage 3 pupils to represent Brookfields in a tournament. A
couple of classes in the secondary school have been lucky enough to attend
swimming lessons offsite at The Rivermead pool this term. They have all
been very well behaved, demonstrating excellent maturity in and around the
public. The pupils have tried really hard and demonstrated some excellent
progress in their swimming skills.
On Children in Need day Key Stage 3 went offsite for a water polo tournament where they all
worked in small teams to score a goal. It was great to see excellent team work and
communication from the pupils and staff at the event.
The students who are Sports Leaders have been working hard at organising
and supporting a variety of different tournaments/events including a
swimming gala, Scooterboard hockey and Kurling. I have been very
impressed with their leadership abilities this year and the students will
continue to work on developing these skills throughout the 12 week
programme.
Tournaments
This term we have held three tournaments at Brookfields School. It is great to give our students
and the pupils from other SEN schools the opportunity to participate in competitive situations at
the right level. We invite other special schools in Berkshire to the tournaments and many have
taken up the offer and have joined us to compete.
Kurling
4 pupils from the primary school represented Brookfields in the
Kurling tournament and came 3rd against Addington, The
Avenue and The Castle schools. The leaders helped run the
event scoring, refereeing and helping to motivate the students.
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Scooterboard Hockey
7 pupils from Key Stage 3
represented Brookfields in the
Scooterboard hockey tournament and
came 3rd against Addington, The
Avenue and The Castle schools.
They demonstrated some excellent
team work and communication skills
in order to score a goal. I was very
proud with the teams progress over
the term enabling them to be a very
good competitive side.
Swimming gala
5 pupils from the primary school competed against 4 other
SEN schools in the swimming gala. The aim of this event was
to give less able pupils to the chance to participate in an
activity they love. Brookfields came 3rd in the tournament. All
the pupils had a great time and other schools have been
inspired to host competitive activities at their schools too.
Alternative Olympics – After School
We took 7 primary students to Theale Green School
after school to compete in an alternative Olympics
competition. The pupils participated in a number of
activities including Archery, Seated Volleyball, Boccia
and New age Kurling. It was great to see all the pupils
so engaged with the activities and I am so pleased we
were able to participate in an extra-curricular activity
as this is something we have not been able to do in
the past. I hope to work with families to enable more
students to participate in tournaments/events outside
of school hours. The team came 2nd in their group and
received a silver medal! Well done Brookfields!
Children in Need Day
Brookfields School raised £265. Thank you for
your donations. The pupils and staff came in
their PJs! The whole school did some physical
activity to help raise the money. Key Stage 3
had a sensory swim onsite and a mini polo
tournament offsite. Key Stage 4 and 6th form
pupils were able to choose from a variety of
activities to participate in including a
danceathon, a rugby session with Digger the
mascot, a Pudsey run and a water polo tournament. Primary rotated around a carousel of a
number of different activities including archery, yoga, bingo, PE explore, music, TAC PAC,
Tennis and visiting the cake sale. Thank you for your cake donations too!
The day was a huge success with everyone having a great time!
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Tag Rugby
A number of students in the secondary
school have been developing their tag
rugby skills on a Friday afternoon with
Laurissa a London Irish rugby coach. The
pupils were asked to participate in a festival
at Reading Abbey Club against other SEN
schools in our area. This was an excellent
day out and the pupils had great fun!
Tor Carter, Head of PE

This term the children have been busy helping in the After School
Club garden, brushing up leaves, planting pansies and preparing a
vegetable plot. The pupils also enjoyed their Halloween party.
Now that the dark nights are upon us the children have been
spending time on some exciting indoor activities A great hit this
term has been making and playing with SLIME, cooking and
sensory play.
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A big thank you for your continued support and we look forward to welcoming the pupils back to
After School Club on Monday 7th January 2019.
If you would like further information about the After School Club please email
gcleaver@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas,
Gill Cleaver, Gill Denton and all the After School Club staff team.

The students have had a very busy term of activities with two
visits from the SPLAT team in addition to playing Dodgeball
and taking part in some indoor obstacle races.The ‘Glow Stick
Orienteering’ evening was so much fun, where groups needed
to work together, following clues to find the glow sticks hidden
around school (harder than it sounds!). The students also had
a great evening in the Brookfields swimming pool, where they
enjoyed playing games. Even the staff had fun too!
The event of the term was the Halloween Party, where all the
students and staff made a huge effort with their costumes.
This year’s winner for best costume was James.

Brookfields Secondary students who don’t usually attend Youth Club were very excited to have
the chance to come along to the Youth Club Christmas Disco on 6th December and all the
students had a fantastic evening together.
A huge THANK YOU to Pam, Rhona and Shirley for giving up their time to help the students
decorate their Christmas cakes.
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Once again the Christmas outing to McDonalds was a massive hit, enjoyed by students and
staff alike.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. We look forward to seeing all the Youth Club members next term for more exciting
activities!
Kerrie Byers, Darren Cunliffe and all the Youth Club team.

This term we welcomed Eluise, Fergus and Johann to our group and
they have all done so well! Some fantastic riding off of the lead rope
and controlling the horses all on their own, which shows how their
confidence has built up over the weeks.
Everyone enjoyed the Halloween ride playing apple bobbing and
marshmallow hunting.

On our last ride this week we all
wore our Christmas jumpers and
played games whilst riding the
horses. This was followed by an
enjoyable party.
We would like to wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year
from Kerrie Byers, Verity
Weekes and all the staff and
students at the RDA
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Support for families during the holiday.
Ashley Stevens, Family Support Worker, is on
call for advice and support during the Christmas
holidays. Marnie Osborn, Autism Support
Worker, is also available to work with you to
implement programmes for children with autism.
Marnie will also assist you in accessing holiday
activities in the community but please note that
Marnie will not be available from 19/12/18 –
24/12/18.
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to
discuss problems and maybe arrange a home
visit during the holiday. However, if your child is
displaying seriously challenging behaviours and
someone is at risk, you must contact the police.
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101.
On that number you will talk to the police directly.
They will discuss with you the best course of
action.

Advice and support from
Brookfields staff
Ashley Stevens
Family Support Worker
0759 4421 908
Marnie Osborn
Autism Support Worker
0796 4405 885
Emergency at home
Call 999 if someone is at risk
Call the police on 101 for their help
Out of hours Duty Social Worker
01344 786543

It has been a busy term in the ABSS with many pupils and families accessing the support.
Our ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) have been working with the students to
become more emotionally aware and also to help them with friendships. The Brookfields
ELSAs are employed in Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and in our 6th Form; the students as well as
their tutors can make a referral to be supported by one of our four ELSAs (Julie Johnson,
Lorraine White, Katie Clapson and Ursula Harris).
James Gearing
Head of the Autism Behavioural Support Service

We have had two School Council meetings this year, and classes have been working hard to
make sure that their voices are heard at Brookfields School.
In our Whole School Council, classes were asked to bring with them some projects they would
like to work on this year – we had a wide range of ideas from litter picking, improving access
across the school and setting up a class sausage roll stall.
At our Secondary School Council, class representatives spent some time considering each of
the ideas from our first meeting and planned out our next steps towards them – we will let you
know how they go in our next update.
Well done to all our School Councillors!
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head
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Our Rights Respecting School Reps have worked hard this term!
We have collected donations of old shoes from families and staff
at the school. We delivered them to Clarks in town who will in turn
donate the shoes to those who need them.
This is all linked with Unicef and the Rights Respecting School
Award. Eluise, Mark, Stephen, Casey and Matthew were all
fantastic in town. The staff in Clarks were amazed at how many
shoes we brought – we took in more donations than they had
seen before! A huge well done to our reps and a great big thank
you to everyone who donated shoes.

We have had a busy but successful autumn term! Sadly, we had to say goodbye to Lorraine
White, as Chair but we wanted to give our heartfelt thanks for all her hard work. At the AGM, a
new committee was voted in and we are really pleased to introduce:
•
•
•
•

Samantha Clarke - Chair (parent)
Carolina Taplin - Vice Chair (parent)
Charlotte Wilshire - Secretary (staff)
Craig McKay - Treasurer

The new committee quickly got to work and pulled together a great Christmas Bazaar in less
than six weeks! We introduced some new things, such as The Magic Reindeer Food Factory, a
lovely sensory experience for the kids and carol singing. It was great to hear so much positive
feedback. We were also pleased that so many parents volunteered to help behind the scenes
and on the day. It was great we could support all the staff who work tirelessly with our children
during the school term and at all these events. The Bazaar made a phenomenal £2,693. We
really can't express how much your kind and generous donations are appreciated. All the
money raised goes to the children. We have already issued funds to all classes to buy
Christmas presents for every child or to contribute towards a treat or residential trip. We can
also announce that the winners of the inter-class competition (the Key Stage to sell the most
advance raffle tickets) was the 6th Form. Congratulations on your hard work we hope you all
enjoyed your chocolate treat.
In the New Year, we will be sending out a list of events for the year including dates for the PTA
meetings. Everyone is very welcome to attend. We would love for you to be involved either at
our events or behind the scenes. We welcome new members and we are grateful for all your
help and contributions. We would love to hear your feedback on the Christmas Bazaar and any
ideas you might have. Please send your messages to office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk with
PTA in the subject or look out for Samantha or Carolina at school. We would love to say hello
and get to know you better.
All that is left to say is, we hope you have an amazing Christmas break and we look forward to
organising and welcoming you to fun events next year.
Thank you to everyone staff and parents alike. We cannot do this without you!!
Carolina Taplin and Sam Clarke, Chairpersons of Brookfields PTA
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Our two main fundraising priorities at the moment are a new cycle track to go around the field
and a new people carrier to replace the rather tired Espace (school vehicle).
We have received some money from the government from the ‘sugar tax’ and this will go
towards the cycle track. We have also been given a grant of £4,500 by the Greenham Trust to
support this project. In addition to the grant, they have offered matched funding for any money
we raise ourselves so if you would like to make a donation, please follow the link and any
donation you make will be doubled up by the Trust:
https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/12408/brookfields-school-association/cycle-track-forbrookfields-school
We are also making progress with our fundraising for the new people carrier. Thank you to
everyone who collected tokens in Tesco. We came top of the poll locally and will receive the
top grant of £4,000. Thank you also to anyone who voted in Waitrose on Oxford Road. We
should hear in the New Year how much money we raised in the token collection there.
The Pangbourne House Life Skills centre is progressing well and the builders will have finished
the bulk of the interior work by Christmas. We have received amazing support from Ikea; they
will be donating and installing a brand new kitchen and lots of furniture for the house. We will
publish some photos as soon as the project is complete. We also received a donation of £1,850
from the Zurich Community Trust to pay for a wheelchair ramp for the centre.
Finally, we have been successful in our search for funding for our Family Fun Time sessions.
We are delighted that the Lions Club of Reading awarded us £150 for play equipment and the
Berkshire Community Foundation has donated £2000 to fund all the sessions in 2019.
We are very grateful to all the organisations that have given such great support to the school.
If you have any suggestions for future fundraising activities we would be delighted to hear from
you cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
Thank you for your support.
Charlotte Wilshire, Fundraiser

As we approach Christmas we can look back upon another successful year for Brookfields
School. Achievements have been many and varied and all go towards making this a truly
outstanding school, which all the governors are proud to be associated with.
One recent indicator of our success is the unprecedented number of pupils who have found
paid or voluntary part-time work whilst still at school. School staff have worked really hard to
help to achieve this first step into the world of work and we congratulate them for their efforts.
I am coming towards the end of my time as Chairman and a new candidate will be elected in
the new year. However it is with sadness that we say goodbye to one of our long standing
governors, and my predecessor as Chairman, Dave Ebsworth.
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Dave has been a governor for many years and has also helped to support
Brookfields through his role in the Lions Club of Reading. During the course
of 2019 Dave will be moving up to a much higher profile role with the Lions so
will be stepping down as a governor at Easter. We wish Dave all the best in
his new role and hope to still see him at Brookfields School from time to time.
We can now look forward to a well-earned Christmas break.
On behalf of the Governing Board of Brookfields School I would like to wish
all pupils, their families and school staff a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Chris Manning
Chairman, Brookfields School Governing Board

West Berkshire Parent Carer Forum is for you: the parent/carer of a
child with an additional or special need and or disability, to voice your
opinion on what you would like for your child.
•
•
•
•

WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need.
WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating all of this can be!
We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local authority and the
Department of Education, so have a valid voice, and one that is listened to.
Will keep you up to date with SEND information, and how we can change things for the
better!

WBPCF aims to support parent carers to participate and have a voice in how services for
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally. As a member of the
Forum, we may ask you to fill out an occasional survey, or take a poll, or vote for a change to a
service. As a member of the Steering Group, you could become involved in attending
meetings, support us in holding local events, and be a Forum champion, either way you will be
at the forefront of the changes whilst they are happening. You can give as much or as little time
as you want to, we are all parent carers of special needs children too and appreciate how
hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes.
Contact us now, we value your call. We are here for you and your family.
Phone: 07860 942280

email: info@westberksparentcarerforum

Facebook: www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
Come and meet WBPCF Representatives
at the Coffee Morning
on Wednesday 6th March 2019
9.45am – 11.00am
at Brookfields School.
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Thank you to Steph Turner at Brookfields School for having
a Coffee Morning to raise money for the Macmillan Cancer
Support charity and for raising £80. A big thank you to all
the parents and carers who attended the Coffee Morning in
October. We hope you enjoyed spending time together over
a cup of coffee and some tasty treats made by Steph.
Thank you to the parents and carers who kindly donated
cakes for the event too.
The charity will use the money we raised to
help make sure no one faces cancer alone.
From the moment they’re diagnosed, all the
way through treatment and beyond.
Thank you!

Please do come along to our future Coffee Mornings which are held on the first Wednesday of
each month in our 6th Form Hall from 9.45am – 11.00am – ALL WELCOME.
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Brookfields School Term Dates 2019 - 2020
Here are our Term Dates for next academic year - 2019-2020
Term 1

Wednesday 4th September 2019 – Thursday 24th October 2019

Holiday

25/10/19 – 1/11/19

Term 2

Monday 4th November 2019 - Thursday 19th December 2019

Holiday

20/12/19 – 03/01/20

Term 3

Monday 6th January 2020 – Friday 14h February 2020

Holiday

17/02/20 – 21/02/20

Term 4

Monday 24th February 2020 – Friday 3rd April 2020

Holiday

6/04/20 – 17/04/20

Term 5

Monday 20th April 2020 – Friday 22nd May 2020

Holiday

26/05/20 – 29/05/20

Term 6

Monday 1st June 2020 – Friday 17th July 2020

34 days

30 days

30 days

24 days

35 days
190 days

Total
Public Holidays
25th December 2019

Christmas Day

26th December 2019

Boxing Day

1st January 2020

New Year’s Day

10th April 2020

Good Friday

13th April 2020

Easter Monday

4th May 2020

May Bank Holiday

25th May 2020

Spring Bank Holiday

Staff Inset Days 2019 - 2020
Monday 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Friday 25th October 2019
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37 days

Shakespeare Schools Festival ‘Macbeth’ at the Newbury Corn Exchange, November 2018
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Continued from Page 1:-

This half term we welcomed Amna Hussain and Sophie Brown, two new Teaching
Assistants, to the staff team at Brookfields. As well as welcoming new members of staff to
the team, we sadly have to say goodbye to others.
We say goodbye to Julie Hall (Specialist Teaching Assistant) who has been a member of
the school team for 17 years, supporting pupils and families. In recent years Julie has
taken on the role of developing Forest School opportunities for pupils in the Primary
School. We also say goodbye to Kimberley Legg. Kimberley joined the school in 2008 as a
Teaching Assistant and qualified as a teacher in 2010. Kimberly has developed a
professional specialism in Complex Needs and has worked across the school supporting
pupils and their families. We also say goodbye to Teaching Assistants; Kerry Flint, Leanne
Baynham and Beatriz Lessa. These staff have all had a significant and positive impact on
the lives of the pupils they have worked with, the families they have supported, their
colleagues and the school as whole. We will miss them all and wish them well for the
future.
As always, thank you for your continuing support this term. Thank you also to our amazing staff
team who have continued to go the extra mile to ensure that all pupils receive the support they
need, have their achievements celebrated, and for offering a wide range of exciting
experiences and opportunities – a HUGE thank you to you and all staff.
We wish you a happy and safe Christmas! We look forward to seeing everyone back at school
on Monday 7th January 2019.

Brandon Mills
Head Teacher

Here are some dates for your diary:
January 2019
7th Pupils return to school
30th Full Governing Body Meeting
February 2019
6th Parent/Carer Coffee Morning
7th Wills and Trusts Evening
11th – 15th Careers Week
18th – 22nd Half Term
25th Pupils return after school
March 2019
6th Coffee Morning with representatives from West Berks Parent Carer Forum
7th World Book Day
7th ‘It Takes Two’ – 5 week communication course for families starts
15th Red Nose Day
26th Progress Evening
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