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Contents Headteacher's 
Message
Dear Families and 
Friends,
The clocks have 
changed, the weather 
is beginning to warm 
up and leaves and 
blossom are starting to 
appear on the trees. It is 
a cliché but it’s always 
true, as with every 
other term, the Spring 
term has been busy for 
both pupils and staff, 
who have invested 
so much energy and 
enthusiasm into the life 
at Brookfields School. 
I’m sure you will join me 
in thanking everyone 
for all their hard work 
and commitment to 
the pupils, for their 
energy and dedication 
which has enabled all 
pupils to have amazing 
learning opportunities 
both in the classroom 
as well as in the local 
community. Many of 
you will have been 
keeping tabs on life at 
Brookfields School via 
our Twitter feeds - 
@BrookfieldsSEN and 
@Pathwaytoemploy.
Everyone associated 
with Brookfields School 
is so proud of the 
achievements of all the 
pupils as well as staff. 
This term we were 
thrilled to have been 
recognised by ELKLAN 
as a ‘Communication 
Friendly School’ 
which is a great 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t 
of the work of all the 
team to ensure that our 
Total Communication 
Environment and 

Approach is delivered 
consistently for all 
pupils. In addition to 
this award, our work in 
preparing young people 
for life after school was 
recognised as we were 
awarded the highly 
thought of ‘Careers 
Programme in a Special 
School’ award from The 
Careers Development 
Institute. As part of 
this programme, we 
are thrilled to have an 
‘additional resource’, 
Pangbourne House 
which is a reconditioned 
caretaker’s bungalow 
on the site of 
Pangbourne Primary 
School. West Berkshire 
asked us if we could 
make use of it about 
3 years ago. Through 
the amazing dedication 
of Charlotte Wilshire 
(Fund Raiser) Maurice 
George (Assistant Head 
Teacher) and Andrew 
Brown (Business 
Manager), the facility is 
now open for use! We 
say a HUGE thank you 
to IKEA for donating 
time and resources in 
making Pangbourne 
House an amazing 
facility to support the 
development of pupils’ 
life and independence 
skills. You can read 
more about this project 
in this newsletter and 
you may have already 
read about it in the 
local press.
You will read about 
many of the events 
which have taken 
place this term in 
this newsletter which 
staff and pupils have 

contributed to. As I 
type, I can see pupils 
from Key Stage 3 load 
up the minibuses for 
their residential week at 
Magdalen Farm, which 
will be packed with 
a range of activities. 
Students and staff 
from Key Stage 4 and 
6th Form spent a week 
at Kingswood Outdoor 
Adventure Centre near 
Ashford. A huge thank 
you to all staff who were 
involved in planning 
and making these trips 
such a success for the 
pupils.
Last week many of you 
were able to see the 
Key Stage 3 play ‘Last 
Night in the Nursery’ 
which was inspired 
by ‘Peter Pan’. This 
was a great piece of 
inclusive theatre as the 
production involved all 
learners in Key Stage 
3. It was also a unique 
performance as it was 
the first promenade 
theatre which Karen 
Wallace-Jones (Head 
of Creative Arts) and 
her team devised. The 
audience was taken 
on a journey from 
the Darlings’ nursery, 
over the street tops of 
London, to the camp of 
the Lost Boys. After an 
interval, the audience 
was captured by pirates 
and taken to their ship 
for the final scenes of 
the play. The school 
band made up of 
staff and pupils did an 
amazing job providing 
the music, and the 
back stage crew made 
up of staff and pupils 

ensured that all the 
technical elements of 
the production went 
smoothly – thank 
you to everyone! This 
week sees the world 
premiere of a new 
play commissioned 
by the National 
Theatre, ‘Flesh’ will 
be performed on 2nd 
and 3rd April at South 
Street Arts Centre in 
Reading as part of a 
national project where 
young people perform 
a range of new plays 
commissioned by the 
National Theatre. If 
all goes well, pupils 
from the 6th Form 
may be performing 
‘Flesh’ at the National 
theatre – watch this 
space. A group of 
pupils with complex 
needs embarked on a 
project with The Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
where they created a 
unique piece of music 
with professional 
musicians, which 
culminated in a 
performance at The 
Royal Albert Hall to a 
full house!
Many of our pupils have 
also been involved with 
a very wide range of 
sporting events both 
at school, at local inter 
school tournaments, 
national events as 
well as Berkshire wide 
sporting events. 

Continued on 
Page 23
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have really enjoyed the 
gardening sessions 
with Jane our 
Horticulture therapist 
this term and have been 
busy planting all sorts 
of yummy vegetables. 
Their favourites have 
been beetroot, carrots 

and radish and all of 
the pupils are looking 
forward to trying their 
veggies when they are 
fully grown. They have 
also been busy vehicle 
spotting on their trips 
to the park and TVAP.

Pink class
have had a wonderful 
time in their new role 
play corner and a real 
favourite was definitely 
when it was a train 
station!
“I liked being a Train 
Station Guard and 
singing the train song”, 
said Spencer.
Pink were also lucky 
enough to have a trip 
to Reading Buses and 
to explore the station 
there. Lots of fun and 
learning took place, 
pretending to drive the 
buses, having a little 
trip and seeing the 
giant bus wash!
We wish you all a great 
Easter break!

Jamie Bonewell and 
Josh Connick, Heads 

of Primary Department

Primary Department

The pupils have had a 
wonderful term learning 
all about their topic 
‘On the Move’. They 
have been busy with 
journeys on different 
forms of transport and 
have really enjoyed the 
termly trip to Thames 
Valley Adventure 

Playground. 

White class
have been learning lots 
about telling the time 
in Maths this term and 
have been investigating 
how many people have 
analogue and digital 
watches. They have 
also been practising 
how to make simple 
transactions in shops 
and really enjoyed the 

trip to the Sainsbury’s 
Café to sample some 
of their treats. They 
have also made a time 
machine to visit and 
learn about Victorian 
times. The trumpet 
lessons are still going 
strong!

Sky class
have just returned from 
the Fire Station visit 

where they explored 
and learnt all about 
being a Fire Fighter and 
the Fire Trucks. 
“I liked jumping into the 
firetruck”, said Dominic.
“I pressed all the horn 
buttons”, said Nathan. 
They also visited 
the Apple store and 
MacDonald’s and had 
a wonderful trip there, 
practising being out 

in the community and 
ordering food. Sky 
class are planning their 
upcoming Talent Show 
to help raise money for 
their bikes which they 

all enjoy playing on.

Orange class
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Palmer
This term in Palmer 
Class, the pupils have 
been working hard on 
making choices. Pupils 
have been running a 
café during snack time, 
which has been very 
successful. Every pupil 
is requesting a snack 
correctly and Harry is 
able to run the café with 
very little adult support. 
Pupils are also getting 
good at queueing and 
waiting our turn. Have 
a lovely Easter and we 
will see you on 24th 
April to start exploring 
the world in 180 days!

Sutton Class 
During the first part of 
the Spring term, pupils 
learned about `Extreme 
Ear th’   invest igat ing 
natural disasters and 
weather systems in 
different parts of the 
world.  They created 
their volcanoes and 

went back in time to 
explore Pompeii. Pupils 
researched floods by 
making flood proof 
houses and found out 
about droughts and 
hurricanes through 
Science and Topic 
based learning. 
Pupils loved our trip 
to the Oxford Natural 
History Museum, 
enjoying the displays, 
discovering artefacts, 
bones and fossils as 
well as experiencing 
an interactive rock 
handling session.
Over the last 5 weeks, 
pupils have been 
learning about ‘Peter 
Pan’, making links 
to the Key Stage 3 
production.  They have 
c re a t e d     N eve r l a n d 
maps, collages of Peter 
Pan and Captain Hook.  
In Science, pupils 
have made shadow 
puppets and measured 

their own shadows. 
In PE they have been 
exploring space and 
movement to develop 
small group dance 
routines.  As a whole 
class reward at the 
end of term, the whole 
class enjoyed a day at 
Basildon Park, exploring 
the woodland, building 
dens and enjoying 
a picnic in the wild. 
It was an awesome 
end to the term and a 
lovely way for Holly to 
end her placement in 
Sutton Class. We wish 
her well as she moves 
back to mainstream 
and will really miss her!  

As this news letter is 
going to press, we are 
making preparations 
for our residential; 
the excitement is 
mounting!

Angie Hunt And Kirsty 
Simmonds 

Heads of Key Stage 3

Key Stage 3

Tarrant
This half-term our 
theme was tremors. 
We incorporated our 
theme into many 
lessons. During Tac 
Pac,  Tarrant explored 
cold materials relating 
to the 'Ice Age' movie 
which we all enjoyed. 
Whilst participating in 

‘Pompeii’ resonance 
board session, students 
were encouraged to 
explore warm sand, 
rocks and vibrations 
simulating the volcano's 
lava. Continuing 
with the Italy theme, 
Tarrant class took 
part in some sensory 
c o o k i n g   s e s s i o n s 
creating tasty pizzas, 
bread and lava 
cupcakes.

Fletcher
This term Fletcher 
have enjoyed going 
offsite rock climbing 
at Adventure Dolphin 
where lots of them 
were brave enough to 
climb all the way to 
the top of the wall and 
had races up to the 
top of a wobbly ladder. 

They are now enjoying 
going to Rivermead 
swimming. We began 
this term looking at 
Extreme weathers and 
the pupils took part in 
activities like making 
model towns and then 
creating earthquakes, 

floods and making 
dams. We have then 
moved on to rehearsing 
the play of 'Last Night 
in the Nursery' which 
the pupils are all taking 
part in from acting and 
singing to prop making.
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Key Stage 4

Key Stage 4 has been 
an exciting and busy 
place to be with lots 
going on!
The Key Stage 4  
residential trip to 
Kingswood was yet 
again a huge success 
and was a lovely 
week away for our 
young people. The 
activities were the 
perfect combination 
of challenging and fun 
activities which brought 
out the very best in the 
young people taking 
part. 
We have celebrated 
Comic  Relief   
recently  and 
collaborated with the 
other Key Stages in 
secondary to plan a fun 
day at school. The day 
comprised of learning 
about the charity and 
the work they do, 
sports activities and a 
cake sale. Thank you 

for your contributions. 
Earlier in the term 
we had our cross-
curricular day focusing 
on Italy. The entire 
Key Stage came 
together to learn some 
Italian language, cook 
gnocchi with various 
sauces and created an 
incredible replica of the 
Mona Lisa in their arts 
and crafts session.
Yattendon Class really 
enjoyed Careers Week 
this term, in particular 
their trip to Bayer where 
they were able to use 
scientific approaches 
to make bath bombs 
and lip balms. All 
pupils have been busy 
Town Training and are 
making good progress 
with working towards 
independence – well 
done! Some pupils 
have successfully 
worked in Brookfeast, 
the garden centre and 
others have completed 
Work Experience 
at Sainsbury’s. We 
are really proud 
of everyone’s 
achievements! 

Mapledurham have 
been finding their 
voices and learning 
to communicate in 
snack shop sessions. 
Pupils have immersed 
themselves in art, 
have designed a 
class monster and 
got creative with 
silhouettes. Pupils have 
enjoyed trips out to 
the park and to Tesco 
where they have been 
able to buy cooking 
ingredients for all of 
the lovely food they 
have cooked this year 
so far including quiche 
and lemon tarts. The 
Key Stage 4 kitchen 
has been smelling 
fantastic!
This term Sulham Class 
have been learning 
about ‘Our Community’. 
In particular, they 
have enjoyed a trip to 
Cotswold Gym and the 
park. I think we have 
some aspiring fitness 
fanatics in Key Stage 4!
Englefield Class have 
had a busy term 
practising their Town 
Training skills and 

taking part in Careers 
Week but the really 
big focus has been  
developing teamwork, 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
resilience and bravery 
on the Kingswood 
residential. In class, 
we have learnt about 
conserving water in 
Science and writing 
news reports in English.
Overall, a fantastic 
term for Key Stage 4 
with many successes 
to celebrate! We hope 
everyone has an 
excellent Easter holiday 
and we are all excited 
for the challenges of 
the Summer term.

Shelley  Riley, Head of 
Key Stage 4

6th Form

Another busy and 
stimulating term in 6th 
Form, where every week 
has brought a different 
event or  opportunity 
for   our pupils!
Pupils have participated 
in numerous sporting 
a c t i v i t i e s , d r a m a 
productions, musical 
p e r f o r m a n c e s   a n d 
even a talent show, 
thanks to the Duke of 
Edinburgh team.
A highlight of the term 
was the residential trip 
to Kingswood which 
you will hear more 
about in the Key Stage 
4 report. The feedback 
from pupils and parents 
has been incredibly 
positive and it is evident 
that we continue to 
offer challenges to our 
students across the 
6th Form curriculum. 
Many pupils attend 
Reading College for a 
day each week. This 
provides opportunities 
for the pupils to learn 
and engage in a 
different environment. 
The pupils exercise 
more independence 

and better understand 
the nature of a College 
environment and if 
that is a choice they 
would like to make for 
the future. Another 
highlight for the 
pupils is seeing their 
former school  peers  
whilst  enjoying lunch 
in the canteen.
We are massively 
proud of a number of 
our 6th Form pupils 
securing part-time 
jobs this term. All are 
doing really well and 
represent the school 
excellently.
Thank you to all 
parents and carers for 
the continued support, 
advice and contact that 
you make with all the 
staff team in the 6th 
Form. May we wish 
you all a Happy Easter!

Anna  Beaumont, 
Head of 6th Form 
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UK Career 
Development 
Awards 2019
We are thrilled that 
having been shortlisted 
on 3 consecutive 
occasions  for  a 
CDI award, this year 
our unique Careers 
Education Programme 
(Pathway to 
Employment) has been 
recognised by  The 
Careers Development 
Institute  (CDI) as 
an  outstanding 
example of 
an  innovative  Careers 
Education Programme 
in a Special School. 
This year we WON! 
We are honoured 
and proud to have 

been awarded this 
prestigious accolade as 
it endorses the work of 
our amazing Pathway 
to Employment team 
here at Brookfields, the 
focused support of the 
families that we work 
with, and our fantastic 
business partners and 
employers. Together 
we are transforming 
the lives of so many 
people.
Thank you to all for 
your ongoing support 
and encouragement – 
together we are making 
a difference!

Welcome to  this 
edition of our Pathway 
t o   E m p l o y m e n t 
n e w s l e t t e r .   T h i s 

newsletter is designed 
to keep our local 
business partners and 
other interested stake-
holders up to date 
with the developments 
of our programme, 
student’s successes 
and how businesses 
have been able to 
support our work.
Our vision is that through 
our unique and highly 
regarded Pathway to 
Employment, we will
Increase the possibility 
and probability of 
paid employment for  
our pupils.
Through our 
innovative and highly 
regarded Pathway 
to Employment, 
through established 

p a r t n e r s h i p s   w e 
have achieved some 
significant outcomes 
for young people with 
learning difficulties 
and additional needs, 
enabling them to secure 
paid employment.

Brookfields 
Business 
Advisory 
Group
Business  links 
with education   are 
w i d e s p r e a d a n d 
growing, but with the 
right steps they could 
be grown still further 
to help inspire and 
develop our young 
people.

We are looking to the 
business community 
to become a member 
of our Brookfields 
B u s i n e s s   A d v i s o r y 
Group (BBAG). We 
need your knowledge 
and insight about the 
local employment 
market and business 
community to enhance 
the information and 
advice we give our 
students. We want 
to ensure that we 
are teaching them 
the skills you want 
them to have as an 
employee and to make 
recruitment practices 
more accessible.

As a member of 
BBAG, you will be 
able to help move 
forward our Pathway 
to Employment 
programme in the 
business community 
but more importantly, 
work in  partnership 
with the school to 
help students into 
paid and competitive 
employment.

For more information, 
please contact Julie 
G r a n t   ( E m p l o y e r 

Engagement Manager)  
on 0118 942 1382 or 
jgrant@brookfields.w-
berks.sch.uk
Our  partnerships with 
local businesses and  
o rgan isat ions  have 
continued to grow.

Pathway to 
Employment
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Creative Arts

From The Governors 
We would like to use 
the opportunity of 
this newsletter to 
introduce ourselves 
to pupils, parents and 
staff as the new joint 
Chairs of Governors. 
We have taken on this 
joint role until the end 
of the academic year, 
following the end of 
the term of office of 
the previous Chairman, 
Chris Manning, until a 
new Chair is elected 
for September. We will 
be alternately Chairing 
Governor meetings and 
supporting the School 

in all the ways we can. 
Brookfields is a great 
School and we both feel 
honoured to be taking 
on this role, albeit for 
an interim period.
We would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank Chris for all his 
work as the previous 
Chairman. Chris has 
been a great supporter 
of the Governing 
Body and the School 
and he has given a 
great deal of time and 
commitment to the 
role of Chairman. We 
are delighted that Chris 

remains a Governor at 
the school. 
The governors’ work 
within the school 
this term has been 
widespread. We 
have helped plan 
the finances and set 
a balanced budget, 
have been part of the 
interviewing team 
for the new School 
Business Manager and 
met with our local MP, 
Alok Sharma, to explain 
the damaging impact 
of budget cuts on our 
school.
We would like to take 

this opportunity to 
wish all pupils, parents 
and staff a good Easter 
break and thank you 
all for your continuing 
support for the work of 
the School.
Anne Murdoch and 
Stephen Flint, Joint 
Chairs of Governors.

sflint@brookfields.w-
berks.sch.uk
amurdoch@

brookfields.w-berks.
sch.uk
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ational Theatre Connections - Flesh 2019

“Stunning performance, 
together with innovative set 
design and staging made this 
a thrilling and darkly comedic 
experience. I was literally on 
the edge of my seat, or roaring 
with laughter, or both!”

“Amazingly aggressive per-
formances by all the cast. Very 
talented school!”

“Brilliant! The cast were fantastic and clearly enjoyed them-
selves performing. They learnt their lines so well and played 
their characters so well too. Congrats! They should all be so 
proud.”

“Well done to all involved, truly inspirational and all very 
talented.”

“An amazing performance by an amazing group of actors! A 
unique script which was conveyed by each performer with total 
commitment. ‘Flesh’ is a mix of humour and drama, both of 
which convey a message about humanity. Well done all.”
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World Book Day

On Thursday 28th 
February, Brookfields 
held its second annual 
bedtime story day to 
celebrate World Book 
Day. 
S t u d e n t s   w e a r i n g 
p y j a m a s ,   d r e s s i n g 
gowns and onesies 
enjoyed cosy tales 
all day, snuggling up 
under duvets with hot 
chocolate. 
Guest readers from all 
over the school joined 
classes to read bedtime 
stories, while Englefield 
and Yattendon Classes 
once again took 
students on a bear 
hunt through rivers, 
forests, mud and snow 

(and spent a long time 
tidying up afterwards!)

Sam Raw 
Head of English 

Over February half term, 
'Family Fun Time' had a 
change of location and 
families were invited to 
join us at Swings and 
Smiles play centre in 
Thatcham.
We were lucky to have 
the place to ourselves 
and a lovely sunny 
day meant lots of 
time outside in the 
playground exploring, 
as well as the lovely 
indoor areas. Rishabh 
loved the sensory 
room and came out 
to explore once he 
was comfortable, and 
Dominic and Ramy had 
a great time running 
up and down the ramp 
of the castle outside, 

bouncing on the 
trampolines and using 
the different types of 
swing. It was lovely to 
see so many families 
come out to play, have 
a tea and a catch up 
and spend some time 
together. 
We hope to organise and 
run some more 'Family 
Fun  T ime'    sessions 
during holiday times, 
both  at  Brookfields 
and Swings and Smiles 
in the future.

James Gearing
Head of Autism 

Behavioural Support 
Service

Advice and support from Brookfields 
staff during the holiday:

Ashley Stevens
Family Support Worker

07516 241 989
Marnie Osborn

Autism Support Worker
0796 4405 885

If there is an emergency at home:
Call 999 if someone is at risk

Call the police on 101 for their help
or the out of hours Duty Social Worker:

01344 786543

Autism and 
Behavioural Support 
Service
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PE and Sports

Key Stage 4 have 
been participating in 
basketbal l  sessions 
with Denefield School. 
The sessions are run 
by Reading Rockets. 
The two schools will 
join together in June 
to compete in a Unified 
Basketball tournament 
at Reading University. 
The secondary school 
pupils have been 
participating in football 
tournaments organised 
by Reading Football 
Club. The boys came 
first and won gold! The 
girls came second and 
won a silver medal. 
Well done to everyone 
who played!. A group 
of primary pupils went 
to Thatcham bowling 
centre to participate in 
a bowling competition 
against twenty other 
schools. Everyone 
really enjoyed the 

competition and 
showed excellent 
bowling skills! Some 
pupils from Fletcher 
Class participated 
in a swimming gala 
at Manor Green. We 
came third! The games 
were great fun and 
the pupils worked 
really hard especially 
when it came to the 
team games. Excellent 
teamwork and great 
support was shown to 
each other! Thank you 
to Manor Green for 
organising a great gala 
for us to participate in.  
Panathlon UK, a sports 
charity,  organised 
a competition at 
Brookfields School for 
a number of pupils to 
participate in lots of 
different games. The 
activities included 
Kurling, Boccia, Table 
C r i c k e t ,   P a ra c h u t e 

games and lots more 
exciting games. All the 
pupils had a great time! 
The pupils competed 
against each other and 
after all the scores were 
added up gold, silver, 
bronze medals were 
given out depending on 
where they came. Well 
done to all those pupils 
w h o     p a r t i c i p a t e d ! 
Sports leaders have 
been working hard 
at planning, adapting 
and delivering PE 
lessons for the primary 
school. I have been 
very impressed with 
the development of 
maturity, confidence 
and leadership skills. 
A special mention to 
Lewis, who has been 
working extremely hard 
within the sessions 
and has really pushed 
himself to develop his 
confidence. This week 
he has been able to 
lead a session without 
support! Well done 
to all the leaders in 
Livingstone. We were 
extremely lucky to be 
invited to attend the 

swimming Panathlon 
competition at the 
Olympic Park. A group 
of swimmers from 
across the school 
competed in the 
competition. Everyone 
gave it their all and 
raced their hardest. All 
their hard work paid off 
we came first and got 
gold medals!! Everyone 
was so pleased even if 
a little bit tired on the 
way home!

Tor Carter, PE Co-
Ordinator  

Duke of Edinburgh

This year’s Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze 
Group have had a busy 
and productive term. 
The group decided that 
their project to qualify 
for their Volunteering 
Section of the award 
should be a series of 
fund raising events for 
their chosen charity 
CLIC Sargent. They 
organised, publicised, 
coordinated and 
presented both a 
Staff vs Student 
Football Match and a 
'Brookfields Got Talent' 
show. 
Through their efforts, 
they succeeded in 
raising £158 for CLIC 
Sargent, a charity that 
supports young people 
and their families with 
cancer diagnoses. In 
addition to the money 
raised, students across 
the school thoroughly 
enjoyed both events. 
The school came 

together to exercise 
community spirit, 
demonstrate service 
to a shared cause and 
gave all the opportunity 
to participate in events 
with peers and staff for 
pure mutual enjoyment. 
Now that their 
Volunteering section 
is complete, the 
students are starting 
to train and prepare 
for their expeditions 
in the Summer Term. 
In May and June, they 
will complete both 
a practice and an 
assessed expedition 
to achieve their award. 
A two-day hike with 
an overnight camp 
in between is a new 
experience for many 
students and requires 
much new learning, 
practice and an element 
of risk-taking. Trained 
staff support the 
students throughout 
the award programme 
and the expedition 
but all elements of the 
programme require 
students to “step up” 
and show confidence, 

enthusiasm along with 
increased resilience. I 
am pleased to say that 
Matthew, Luke, Ty and 
Alfie are all doing this 
in their own way and 
are on target to achieve 
their award by the end 

of the summer term.
Bruce Taylor

Duke of Edinburgh
Programme Manager
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Unfortunately, due 
to the cold and bad 
weather RDA started 
a bit later this year 
so we haven’t had 
as many rides as we 
would like to. This term 
we would like to say a 

big welcome to Ramy 
and Dominik who have 
joined our group and 
done really well.
The pupils have done 
fantastic riding off 
of the lead rope and 
controlling the horses 
on their own, which 
shows how their 
confidence has built up 
over the weeks.
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to Jonah who has 
done some brilliant 
cantering, our first ever 
student to achieve this. 
Next term we are going 
to be working towards 
doing our RDA grades 
in riding and horse care.
We would like to wish 
you a happy Easter

 Kerrie Byers, Verity 

Weekes and all the 
RDA staff

PTA NEWS

Quiz Night for parents and staff on Friday 17th May 2019 at 
Brookfields School – all parents/carers welcome with Fish and 

Chips supper.

Summer BBQ – 6th July 2019 – all families welcome

After School Club

The pupils attending 
After School Club 
have been working 
hard perfecting their 
domestic skills, 
assisting with the 
washing up and 
hoovering.  They are 
so good now they don’t 
ask anymore! Parents  - 
you can thank us later!
We have also started 
gardening with our 
Tuesday group, starting 
with clearing the dead 

leaves from our garden 
and a general weed.  
We have now planted 
some bulbs in the beds 
to the entrance of the 
club and planted some 
seeds too. One less job 
for our maintenance 
crew!
Next is to start growing 
our own vegetables to 
serve at snack time.  
The pupils are really 
excited about this! We 
shall start with carrots, 

then as the weather 
improves we shall 
grow tomatoes and 
potatoes .  Watch this 
space everyone, we 
may have surplus to be 
sent home!
Have a fantastic Easter 
and we will see you all 
in the new term.

Gill Denton, After 
School Club Manager 

and all the After School 
Club staff

RDA
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Our two main 
fundraising priorities 
at the moment are a 
new cycle track to go 
around the field and a 
new people carrier to 
replace the rather tired 
Espace.
We have received 
some money from the 
government from the 
‘sugar tax’ and this will 
go towards the cycle 
track.  We have also 
been given a grant of 
£4500 by the Greenham 
Trust to support this 
project.  In addition to 
the grant, they have 
offered matched 
funding for any money 
we raise ourselves so if 
you would like to make 
a donation, please 
follow the link and any 
donation you make will 
be doubled up by the 
Trust:
h t t p s : / / a p p .
t h e g o o d e x c h a n g e .
com/project/12408/
brookf ie lds-school -
a s s o c i a t i o n / c y c l e -
track-for-brookfields-
school
We have received a 

number of additional 
donations for this 
project which are 
helping us towards 
our target of £44000.  
Our longstanding 
supporter, Covéa 
Insurance, raised 
£1724 to support the 
cycle track. Students at 
Basingstoke Technical 
College held a number 
of events and donated 
£61 to Brookfields.  
The Tilehurst Heights 
Townswomens Guild 
supported us with a 
donation of £100.
We are also making 
progress with our 
fundraising for the new 
people carrier.  Thank 
you to everyone who 
collected tokens in 
Waitrose.  We came 
top of the poll locally 
and received £500 
towards the new car. 
The graduates at Wipro 
(a local IT company) 
raised an amazing 
£646 as they competed 
in a team challenge to 
earn money for the 
project.
We have a couple of 

new ways that you can 
help to raise money for 
the school:
• If you have a 
Co-op loyalty card 
you can earn money 
for Brookfields by 
nominating us as your 
chosen charity (this 
runs until October this 
year)
• If you shop at 
Amazon, instead of 
going to the normal 
Amazon website if 
you head for Amazon 
Smile: https://smile.
amazon.co.uk and 
nominate Brookfields 
School Association as 
your charity, we will 
earn 0.5% commission 
on all eligible products.  
It doesn’t sound much 
but it will all add up if as 
many of us as possible 
can shop this way.

If you have any 
suggestions for 
fundraising activities 
for the future we would 
be delighted to hear 
from you.  Please feel 
free to contact our 

fundraiser, 

Charlotte Wilshire.
cwilshire@

brookfields.w-berks.
sch.uk

Fundraising Pangbourne House

house.  A number of 
their co-workers used 
their volunteer days to 
come and install the 
kitchen and build all 
the furniture.  We have 
been bowled over by 
their generosity and 
commitment to the 
project.

Many of the other 
renovations were 
supported by generous 
grants from First 
Growth, Jewson, The 
Screwfix Foundation 
and the Zurich 
Community Trust.  

We are very grateful to 
all our sponsors who 
have made it possible to 
create the Pangbourne 
House facility for our 
students.

The Pangbourne 
House Life Skills Centre 
is now finished.  It was 
a fantastic team effort 
by the builders, IKEA, 
Brookfields and all our 
sponsors.  We will be 
opening the new centre 
soon. IKEA very kindly 
donated the kitchen, 
appliances and all 
the furniture in the 
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Project SEARCH

Here we are at the 
end of another term at 
Project SEARCH. 
Brookfields students 
Carla, Daniel, James 
and George have all 
continued to work 
incredibly hard during 
term two and have 
made a fantastic 
impression within the 
teams they have been 
working alongside. 
Carla has been receiving 
till training and is now 
offering exceptional 
customer service to 
the staff and visitors 
at the hospital’s Marks 
and Spencer store and 
is hoping to secure 
a paid retail position 
next term. James 
continued working 
with the children’s A&E 
team and has received 
glowing feedback 
about both his work 
and his attitude. He 
has added real value 
to the busy team by 
undertaking the tasks 
given to him and they 
are now looking to 
employ James part-
time when we return 

after the Easter break. 
Well done James!
Daniel’s second work 
rotation has been with 
the portering team. 
In the mornings he 
is responsible for 
collecting equipment 
and in the afternoon 
he swaps equipment 
for patients working 
with the x-ray portering 
team. George has been 
behind the scenes in 
the hospital kitchen 
and is one of eighty 
staff who ensure that 
the 800 patients and 
5000 staff get fed each 
day. George’s favourite 
part of the role is 
putting away the clean 
dishes (and wearing his 
very cool beard net and 
hat!). 
In January we 
welcomed the Trust’s 
CEO, Steve McManus, 
who came along 
to hear about the 
students experiences 
working at the hospital. 
It always provides a 
great platform for the 
students to showcase 
the work they are 

doing as well as the 
opportunity to learn 
more about Steve’s role 
and responsibilities. 
The afternoon went 
very well and the 
students proved 
themselves to be great 
ambassadors for the 
project and for young 
people with learning 
disabilities.
One of the highlights 
for the students was 
the team at SAFE 
returning to deliver a 
really informative and 
interactive session 
about staying safe 
online and on social 
media. The team gave 
some really helpful 
guidance and practical 
advice about how to 
make sure the students 
remain confident 
using social media but 
aware of the potential 
dangers. 
Well-being and mental 
health is a hot topic 
at the moment and 
supporting our learners 
to lead healthy and 
happy lives is so 
important. We are 

pleased to welcome 
Dan Collinson, positive 
psychologist, back 
again this year. Dan 
will be taking over 
Wednesday lessons 
across the next six 
weeks to give the 
students strategies 
and tools to work 
through everyday 
stresses and worries, 
as well as discussing 
the importance of self-
care.
From the staff and 
students at Project 
SEARCH we would like 
to wish you all a very 
happy Easter break 
and hope you all have 
a great start to the 
summer term. 

Rebecca Maslen 
Project SEARCH 

Instructor 

read in this newsletter 
a message from the 
governors. To find 
out more about our 
Governing Board, have 
a look at our website.
As always, we have 
welcomed staff to 
Brookfields School as 
well as saying goodbye 
to others. This term we 
welcomed Charlotte 
Ross, Kasia Humble 
and Amber Parlour.
We will be welcoming 
new pupil Holly and her 
family to the 6th Form 
after the Easter Break. 
We are in the process of 
planning for the pupils 
joining us in September 
2019. We will be 
opening two new class 
groups in Early Years to 
accommodate the ever 
increasing demand for 
places at Brookfields 
School. Like our partner 
schools in BASS, we 
are all experiencing 
the same pressures 
of increasing demand 
but no places to meet 
this demand. We are 
working with both West 
Berkshire and Reading 
Local Authorities to 
find solutions which 
work for everyone.
Congratulations to 
Helen Maycock, Vicky 
Yates, Laura McGiveron 
and Vicky Harris who 
have all had babies 
this term! We also wish 
Shelley Riley the best of 
luck as she goes on her 
maternity leave at the 
end of this term.
Sadly we are saying 
goodbye to Abi L, 
Tanya N, Caroline M 
and Lauren J at the 

(BASS), consisting of 
Brookfields, Addington, 
The Castle School, 
The Avenue, Kennel 
Lane, Manor Green 
and Abourvale School. 
The 7 schools have 
started some amazing 
projects involving 
staff such as shared 
CPD, sharing expertise 
and resources across 
the schools as well 
as lobbying central 
government as a single 
voice. All BASS schools 
recently wrote to their 
local MP’s about the 
lack of funding available 
for special schools and 
the significant impact 
that this is having on 
budgets and provision. 
If you would like to see 
a copy of this letter, 
please do not hesitate 
to contact me. If you are 
able to, I would be more 
than happy to chat 
with you about how 
you might support us 
in terms of contacting 
your local MP. You will 
read in this newsletter 
about the meeting that 
Alok Sharma MP had 
with members of our 
Governing Board.
Our governors continue 
to support the work of 
the school as well as 
provide us with positive 
challenges to enable 
us to continue to 
provide an outstanding 
education and 
provision for all pupils 
as well as moving the 
school forward. Chis 
Manning is now Vice 
Chair. Stephen Flint 
and Anne Murdoch are 
Co-Chairs. You can 

approaches. We have 
continued to host 
a growing range of 
visitors to the school 
who want to learn 
more from our work 
and what we do. We 
have hosted visits of 
leaders from other 
special schools as well 
as teachers and TA’s. 
We have worked with 
SSAT (Special Schools 
and Academies Trust) 
and Swiss Cottage 
in providing bespoke 
learning. This reflects 
our commitment to 
develop partnerships 
with other schools in 
the local area as well 
as across England and 
share our learnings 
from the curriculum 
and assessment we 
have been developing 
over the last three 
years. Many schools 
have asked for more 
information about our 
unique curriculum and 
the philosophy upon 
which it is based as they 
too want to ensure they 
are truly addressing 
the barriers to learning 
which their pupils 
experience. Thank you 
to Catherine Bernie, 
Maurice George and 
the teaching team who 
have been instrumental 
in developing the 
curriculum and 
assessment.
You will recall from 
previous newsletters 
that we set up an 
alliance with 7 schools 
in Berkshire who are 
similar to ours – The 
Berkshire Alliance 
of Special Schools 

Headteacher's 
M e s s a g e 
continued
Thank you to Tor Carter 
(Whole School PE 
Lead) and her team for 
their amazing work in 
organising 
these events and 
for promoting how 
important physical 
activity is for all our 
pupils, no matter 
what their physical 
skills may be. It is 
all credit to Tor for 
creating such amazing 
opportunities for pupils 
and their families, 
such as ‘REAL Play’ 
for families, targeted 
physical and sporting 
activities, supporting 
staff in developing 
their understanding 
and confidence on 
delivering PE and 
physical activities. 
Although we may 
not have come 1st in 
all sporting events, 
the teamwork and 
sportsmanship shown 
by pupils to each other 
as well as other teams 
has been outstanding. 
The individual 
achievements pupils 
have made in these 
opportunities has also 
been outstanding – 
congratulations to 
everyone!
Through the amazing 
and creative work of the 
staff team, Brookfields 
continues to be one of 
the lead schools in the 
country in curriculum 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
assessment and 
innovative teaching 
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end of this term but 
thank them all for their 
contribution to the lives 
of the pupils and wish 
them all the best for the 
future.
At the end of this 
academic year, we will 
be saying goodbye to 
Andrew Brown (School 
Business Manager). 
Andrew has been a 
member of the Senior 
Leadership Team 
for almost ten years 
and during this time, 
has ensured that the 
budget is planned 
to enable the school 
to provide all pupils 
with an outstanding 
education. Over the 
years, with increasing 
pressures on the 
school budget this has 
meant that the Senior 
Leadership Team and 
Governors have had to 
make very difficult and 
challenging decisions. 
However, the decisions 
which have had to be 
made have been based 
on very sound advice 
from Andrew, drawing 
on his vast knowledge 
and experience. On 
a personal note, 
he has guided and 

supported me as a 
new Head Teacher in 
the dark art of budget 
planning, which is very 
challenging in a school 
such as ours as there 
are so many variables 
and ‘unknowns’. Budget 
planning is just one part 
of Andrew’s role which 
also includes leading 
on premises, HR, 
accounting, operational 
management, Health 
and Safety, IT, contracts, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
transport, lettings….and 
the list goes on. The role 
of the School Business 
Manager is pivotal to 
the success of the 
school and Andrew 
has played a significant 
role in the success of 
Brookfields School 
which sincerely I thank 
him for. Andrew will be 
a hard act to follow so 
it was important for the 
team and Governors to 
appoint the right person 
for this role. Following 
interviews last half 
term, we appointed 
Patrick Mitchell who 
is School Business 
Manager at a large 
primary school in West 
Berkshire. Like Andrew, 

Patrick has a wide 
range of experience 
and knowledge of this 
complex role. We look 
forward to welcoming 
Patrick to Brookfields 
School.
On behalf of the all 
the pupils, the staff 
and the governors at 
Brookfields School, I 
wish you a safe and 
happy break over the 
Easter Period. 

Here are some dates for 
your diaries for next term. 
Please be aware that we 
may have to change some 
dates due to unforeseen 
circumstances.
April
24th – Back to school
May
1st  -Coffee Morning for 
parents and carers
7th – PE Day for learners 
with PMLD
9th – RDA Group going to 
Windsor Horse Show
10th – Performance of 
‘Flesh’, Oxford
13th – 17th Residential 

Trip to Wales
17th – PTA Quiz Night
22nd – ‘Sleep Over’ for 
pupils with Complex 
Needs
22nd-23rd Duke of 
Edinburgh Practice 
Expedition
24th – Inset Training Day 
for staff
24th – Half Term starts 
June
3rd – Back to school
6th – First session of 
‘Understanding and 
Managing Behaviour’ 
course for parents
12th – Sports for All event
13th - 14th – Duke 
of Edinburgh Final 
Expedition
20th – Key Stage 2 Year 
6 Residential to Thirtover 
Place
26th – Sports for All 
Event
21st – Key Stage 4 & 6th 
Form – ‘Brookfest’
28th – Leavers Prom
July
5th – Sports Day
6th – PTA Family 
Summer BBQ
11th and 12th July – Key 
Stage 4 and 6th Form 
Production
16th – Progress Evening
24th – Leavers Assembly
24th – 1.00pm Pupils 
leave for Summer break

We look forward to seeing everyone back at 
school on Wednesday 24th April 2019



Come and see what we are all about
RECRUITMENT OPEN DAYS
Tuesday 30th April 2019—Drop in session 

1530-1830
Tuesday 7th May 2019—Drop in session 

0930-1130 
Thursday 23rd May 2019—Drop in session 

1330-1530
Brookfields School is currently recruiting 

for Teaching Assistants
Find out about a rewarding career opportunitiy at our 

‘OUTSTANDING’ Special Educational Needs School.  Tour our 
School to see the friendly, caring environment, complete or take 
away an application form or just get answers to your questions.
You will need to have excellent people skills, a warm and caring 

personality and the ability to
communicate with pupils, parents and other staff.

Opportunities for training are available (leading to NVQ 
qualifications) and all staff are

encouraged to take up these opportunities.
Please contact Claire Reeves for application packs or further 

information on 0118 942 1382 or email
 hr@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk



 

Brookfields Special School 
Sage Road, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6SW 
Tel: 0118 942 1382 
office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

 

We offer: 
 small classes 
 excellent learning and       

development opportunities 
with superb on the job training  

 a commitment to supporting 
and coaching you towards 
excellent practice 

 a highly professional staff 
team  

 well resourced facilities and 
an attractive setting 

 onsite car parking 

You will: 
 want to work with 

children 
 have a commitment to 

excellence  
 be flexible, reliable and 

positive 
 be a good 

communicator 
 be an outstanding team 

player 
 be someone who can 

make a real difference 

The school is committed to safeguarding children and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 

volunteers to share this commitment. 
We are committed to securing equality of opportunity in all 

aspects of our activities as an employer and education provider.  

We welcome and highly recommend visits to the School and 
have Open Days planned for 30th April, 7th and 23rd May.  
For information about these Open Days and the full details 
about this role, including application forms, please visit our 
website  
http://brookfieldsschool.org/community/vacancies/  
or email hr@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk.  CVs not accepted. 
Closing date:  0800 Friday 31st May 2019 
Interview dates:  TA Stage 1 full day placement  

Wednesday 5th June 2019 

 TA Stage 2 Friday 7th June 2019 

Judged “OUTSTANDING” by 
Ofsted  on 3 successive 
occasions 
Looking for a rewarding job?  Something 
exciting?  Want to make a difference?  
Join our creative, supportive and dynamic 
team.  We provide an outstanding 
education for 227 pupils aged 2 to 19, all 
of whom have learning difficulties (ASD, 
MLD, SLD, PMLD). 

 
 

Due to career development and school expansion we are 
looking to recruit enthusiastic, creative and  hardworking 
people to our staff team from September.   Experience within 
a school environment could be an advantage but is not 
essential as high quality induction and ongoing training will be 
provided.  

Teaching Assistants from September 
Grade C 14,157 to £14,729 pa  

(full time equivalent £18,065 to £18,795) for 33.75 
hours per week term time only + INSET Days.   

http://www.brookfieldsschool.org/community/vacancies/

