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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
As we begin to compile this year’s Christmas newsletter, we can see ‘Christmas’ peeking over 
the horizon of next week, when Christmas at Brookfields School official starts. The boxes of 
Christmas decorations have started to emerge from cupboards and the trees kindly donated to 
the school are being put into position ready to be dressed. Members of the PTA have started to 
gather the donations for this year’s Christmas Bazaar. Pupils are rehearsing their Christmas 
productions for parents, and the staff team are putting into place the final logistics for the 
Christmas trips and activities. 
 
Drawing breath and reflecting on the last term, we can say that it has been a very busy one. 
Shortly after welcoming our new pupils, their families and the new staff to Brookfields way back 
in September, we welcomed Ofsted into school a week later. Staff and pupils took the visit in 
their stride despite some trepidation. The result of the inspection is validation of the amazing 
work of the team and their determination and creativity in providing an outstanding education and 
provision for our pupils and their families. As a result of being one of the first special schools to 
have been judged as outstanding under the new Ofsted Inspection Framework, which in itself is 
a huge achievement, we have had lots of enquiries from around the country from leaders of 
similar schools all eager to learn from us. We have been able to share with others our learning 
either through individual visits or via conferences that we have hosted. 
 
As always, we have continued to develop our provision at Brookfields School for pupils and the 
support that we offer you, our families – we have run several courses over this term for families 
such as ‘All Join In’, ‘Stay and Play’ and ‘Families Matter’. Our partnerships with other Special 
Schools in Berkshire have continued to develop through the Berkshire Alliance of Special 
Schools (BASS). The Senior Leaders of the seven schools in the alliance meet every half term 
and in addition to this, there are twelve special focus groups involving staff from across each of 
the schools. Together we are sharing and developing good and outstanding practice so that we 
can make a difference. This year, three of the schools (Brookfields, Addington and Manor Green) 
planned and delivered a joint Inset Day for over 400 staff from across the schools. This was an 
exciting day with staff travelling to other schools to receive training and to share practice with 
colleagues from across Berkshire. The feedback from staff was positive so we will be running 
other joint training days in the future. 
 
There has been real energy and creativity across school this term with pupils and staff being 
involved in many exciting projects and opportunities, some of which you will read about in this  
newsletter which is packed full of information about life at Brookfields School. As always, there 
have been many highlights this term and as I reflect on them, it is hard to choose from them, 
whether it be the successes and achievement of individuals or groups of pupils or those of our 
wonderful staff team.                                                                                  Continued on Page 16 
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This term, Adventurers have been working on the topic ‘All About Me!’ The pupils have been 
learning all about themselves and the world around them. They have enjoyed learning through 
Explore Time.  
 
In Purple class, they have been learning about healthy eating and staying safe. They have 
cooked and tasted lots of healthy snacks and been exploring an obstacle course in their 
classroom.   
 
Sky class have been learning about the world around them. 
They have been working on how to be a good friend and 
helping others. They have also been working with Berkshire 
Maestro’s teacher, George, to learn how to play the Tenor 
Horn. 
 
Pink Class have been exploring the outside world. They 
have been visiting the scout hut and forest school each 
week. They have enjoying getting out into the fresh air and 
experiencing the environment.  
 
Orange class have been lucky enough to visit Bradfield College this term. They have been 
learning how to play tennis there. They have really enjoyed learning to take turns and build their 
coordination skills.   

 
.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

White class represented Brookfields, in the 
Stoke Mandeville Panathlon Challenge. 
The challenge was a multi-sport event, 
where Brookfields pupils raced against 
other teams from all over the UK. 
Brookfields came first and are now National 
Champions! 
The Adventurers have also taken part in a 
Diwali Cross Curricular day. They learnt a 
new dance, cooked special Diwali snacks, 
made Diva Lamps and created beautiful 
Rangoli patterns with rice. 
 
We wish you a Happy Christmas.  
 
Jamie Bonewell, Head of Adventurers and Josh Connick, Head of Explorers 

and all the staff in the Primary Department 
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Sutton Class - written by pupil Razeen A. 

 

On November 4th, 2019, Sutton Class went to 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard as part of our topic, 
Shipwrecked. The dockyard is full of boats, activities, 
ships and museums. First, we went to the HMS Victory, 
a ship that was used for many battles, including The 
Battle of Trafalgar. Lord Nelson was the ship’s captain, 
and a national hero. We met our tour guide, a man 
called Iain. There was another Iain who was also a tour 
guide. He walked around with a walking stick.  The tour 
began, starting with the first floor. The stairs on the 
ship were very steep, but no one fell.  We went to the 
bow of the ship. It was the place where Lord Nelson 

got shot. We have learnt all about Jim Hawkins, he is the main character of a story called 
Treasure Island, written by a very famous author called Robert Louis Stevenson. Jim works at 
the Admiral Benbow Inn when a pirate dies whilst staying there. Jim Hawkins takes the pirates 
treasure map and sets off in search of gold. At school we have built rafts to escape desert 
islands, decided what we would take to help us survive on a desert island, things to keep us 
warm, safe and help us find food. Our class has also been joined by a new pupil, he is kind and 
friendly, we have been showing him the Brookfields ropes.  

Merry Christmas Everybody from Sutton Class. 
Tarrant Class 

 

All pupils settled in well after the Summer break. During the 
Autumn Term 2019 Tarrant Class experienced different 
activities based on the topic ‘All at Sea’. The pupils enjoyed 
going on the treasure hunt feeling their way using the 
resonance boards and playing with the treasure at the end. 
We also enjoyed a whole day of Halloween activities. Pupils 
in Tarrant Class had an opportunity to take part in a weekly 
Group Music Therapy session making a Brookfields band. 
One of our highlights this term has been the monthly visits 
from “Bali” the PAT dog. 
 

Madejski class  

In Circle Time, we investigated how we best communicate, whilst 
all wearing blindfolds, which was both tricky and fun. Our topic, 
“Shipwrecked” had us investigating materials that sink or float in 
Science and using this knowledge to create our own model rafts. 
The highlight so far has been our trip to Basildon Park. We 
thoroughly enjoyed walking the trails and getting lots of fresh air, 
cheering each other on as we balanced on logs, and exploring 
the activities as a team. It was nice for our class family to enjoy 
snack time together with some hot chocolate and cookies we had 
baked the previous day. 

Happy Christmas! Kirsty Simmonds, Head of Key Stage 3 and the Key Stage 3 Team.  
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Key Stage 4 have had a great start to the year. Yattendon and Englefield have 
worked really hard in their ‘Healthy Lifestyle’ science topic and are now reading 
food labels when buying lunch in town. Mapledurham and Sulham have embraced their 
topic ‘Being Me’, working on gaining a sense of self and perspective of others.  
 
The whole Key Stage got involved in our USA themed Passport Day, just in time for 
Thanksgiving. It was a lovely day and a brilliant example of how well our students work 
together. We’re looking forward to our Christmas trip.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Happy Christmas from Key Stage 4! 
Rhia      

Rhian Jeffreys, Head of Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team.  

 
 
A group of Brookfields 
pupils visited Windsor 
Castle. During the visit the 
pupils accessed a Sensory 
Story about 'The Great Fire 
of Windsor Castle' and 
although we didn't get to 
meet the Queen, all 
students had a fantastic 
time! 
 
Alex Sharman, Head of 
Complex Needs 
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It has been an incredibly productive term for the 6th Form. 
I am pleased to say that pupils who have moved up from 
Key Stage 4 have transitioned fantastically well and all 
students are now settled into their new classes.  
 
Pupils in the 6th Form access an ever-increasing range of 
activities in school as well as out in the community. These 
widen the pupils’ experiences and support them to learn 
important life skills. These activities are often the highlight 
for pupils, enabling them to excel in areas of interest. 
Elsewhere in the newsletter, you will hear of the incredible 
individual and collective achievements, including work 
experience, performances and awards. We are very proud 
of all that the students have achieved this term. 
 
As I write, Christmas at Brookfields is well underway. 
Students are preparing for the approach to Christmas 
and all the exciting activities on offer. These include 
Christmas Dinner, Key Stage trips for bowling and 
cinema and the Christmas disco. The run up to 
Christmas is always great fun! 
 
Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued 
support, advice and contact that you make with all the 
staff team in the 6th Form.  
 
May we wish you all a very merry Christmas and we 
look forward to seeing you all again in the New Year. 
 

  
Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form Team 
 

 

                
Since the start of the academic year, 32 students from Key Stage 4 and 
6th Form have completed their work-based placements in 15 different 
businesses. The placements allow the students to enhance what they 
have been learning in their Way2Work lessons in various settings, 
developing their skills, self-confidence and experience.    
 
The varied work-based placements help to provide the 
students with a meaningful insight into the types of jobs that 
are available. 
 
The students have gained experience so far this year in 
retail, hospitality, catering, food, housekeeping, IT, childcare, 
leisure, horticulture, health, sport & education. 
 
Our partnerships with local businesses have continued to 
develop and grow.  
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We are very grateful for the continuing support of 
these businesses that are making a real difference to 
the future lives of our students. 
 
Employee of the Month 
To celebrate and acknowledge the achievements of 

students who have completed exceptional Work 

Based Placements, we have an “Employee of the 

Month” Award. The students are presented with a 

certificate, a letter is sent home to parents and a 

copy of the certificate is displayed in our reception.   

           
Careers and Enterprise Company 
We were thrilled to have been shortlisted for a Careers and Enterprise Company 
award. This year our unique Careers Education Programme (Pathway to 
Employment) has been commended by The Careers and Enterprise Company 
as a Special Educational Needs Champion for excellence in Careers. We are 
honoured and proud to have been awarded this prestigious accolade.  

Together we are transforming the lives of so many people.  

Our 6th annual joint conference with Talentino! was held on 7th November 2019 in 
London, ‘Now it's Personal - Improving Outcomes for young people with SEND’. 
 
Next term we will be holding our Careers Week (10 th –14th February 2020) for pupils in 
Secondary. We are really looking forward to working with more local Companies and 
Employers during this week, such as The Oracle, Reading Football Club, Visa, Pizza 
Express, Metro Bank, Apple, Thames Water, Ikea Reading Buses, Bayer Lab and Smart 
Works to name a few. 
 
We are always on the lookout for new businesses to partner with us. If you or someone you 
know would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment Partner’ and supporting our 
students with new skills development or work-based placements then please do get in touch. 
jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk or lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
If you would like to know more, follow us on:- twitter @pathwaytoemploy or 
www.brookfieldsschool.org 

 
Happy Christmas from the Way2Work team. 

Julie Grant and Lucy Bellman  

mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
http://www.brookfieldsschool.org/
https://i2.wp.com/brookfieldsschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TalentinoTM-Logo.jpg
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White class went to Stoke Mandeville Stadium to compete in the National 
Panathlon competition. They all worked hard at winning points for their team 
by playing different sports including boccia, kurling, polybat along with lots 
more!  They managed to come 1st place which they were all very excited 
about! Well done team Brookfields! (see photo on Page 2). 
 
The secondary school pupils are participating in a number of football 
tournaments throughout the year organised by Reading Football Club. They had their first 
tournament a couple of weeks ago where they all played very well as a team!  
 
Key Stage 3 have been busy practicing their tag rugby skills with London Irish. They have 
developed their knowledge, understanding and tactics to play games against other teams. They 
will be going to a SEN festival at the end of the term to compete against other schools!  
 
Winslet class have been participating in gymnastics lessons where they have been having a go 
at lots of new skills. They have enjoyed playing on the ropes, climbing and hanging as well as 
having a go at handstands, headstands and forward rolls.  
 
We invited Addington and Castle School to come and play a tournament against our 
Scooterboard hockey teams in Key Stage 4. They had developed their skills in PE lessons 
ready to play against the other schools in a tournament. 
 
Katie, Zac and Fern attended the “Step in Leadership” workshop at Theale Green school with 
lots of other secondary 6th Form students. At first they were a little apprehensive, however. 
throughout the day their confidence grew and all of them managed to stand up and talk in front 
of a group. They have started to run a lunch club on a Tuesday to get more people being 
active. This is a great initiative and I hope they can all continue the great work! Well done!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage 4 pupils have been attending basketball sessions at Denefield in preparation for 
their tournament at the end of this term. Good Luck Brookfields and Denefield!  
 
Children in Need Day 
Brookfields School raised £394.85. Thank you for your donations. 
For Children in Need this year the whole school raised money by 
wearing PJs and completing the “Big Morning Move” as well as 
taking part in other activities. Well done to all and thank You for all 
your support!  
The day was a huge success with everyone having a great time!  
 
Tor Carter, Head of PE 
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This term the children have been busy helping in the After School Club garden. A big thank you 

for your continued support and we look forward to welcoming the pupils back to After School 

Club on Monday 6th January 2020. If you would like further information about the After School 

Club please email gcleaver@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk   

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas,  

Gill Cleaver, Gill Denton and the After School Club staff team. 

 

After raising funds for the Youth Club from our 12-hour 
Walk-a-thon, we have bought a large Smart TV, a 
XBOX 1 with games and an iPod speaker, all of which 
the Youth Club members are already enjoying. Youth 
Club has had another busy term with Fish and Chip 
nights, swimming, visits to KFC, visits from the SPLAT 
team and the Christmas disco 

Youth Club will have some places available for new 
members to join in 2020. If you are interested in your 
young person becoming a member of the Youth Club 
please email office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  

To celebrate the end of term and had our annual Christmas trip to McDonalds where we were 
all “lovin’ it”. 

We would like to say a big THANK YOU to Lawrie for taking 
part in The Santa Run in Reading and raising £226.20 for the 
Youth Club, he did a fantastic job!! 

We would also like to say a huge thank you to Pam, Rhona 
and Shirley for making and helping to decorate Christmas 
cakes for the whole club. 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. We look forward to seeing all the Youth Club members next term for more exciting 
activities! 

Kerrie Byers, Darren Cunliffe and all the Youth Club team.  

mailto:gcleaver@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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This term we welcomed Zack, Jack, Mark and John to the RDA group, 

and they have all settled in really well!  

Pupils and staff celebrated the 50th Anniversary of RDA by having a 

themed mad hatter’s tea party. 
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On our last ride this week we all wore our Christmas jumpers and played games whilst riding 

and feeding the horses. This was followed by an enjoyable party. 

 

We would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

from Kerrie Byers, Verity Weekes and all the staff and students at the RDA 
 

 
 
 
 
As you may be aware for the last few 
months, staff have been collecting 
items to go into our food bank trolley.  
 
Today everything that we have 
collected was delivered to ‘New 
Beginnings’ which is a charity based 
in what used to be The Queens Arms 
Pub in Reading.  

 
The aims of the charity are the prevention and relief of poverty and financial hardship of people 
in Reading who are in need due to social or economic reasons. This includes providing 
clothing, food, essential items, temporary accommodation, signposting to other support 
services and assistance with independent living.  
 
The staff at ‘New Beginnings’ really appreciated the donations and asked me to pass on their 
thanks and good wishes. On behalf of myself and the team at ‘New Beginnings’, I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the collection. Hopefully this may become an annual event 
at Brookfields School. 
Kerrie Byers, 6th Form Team Leader 
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Support for families during the holiday. 

Ashley Sayer, Family Support Worker, is on call 
for advice and support during some of the 
Christmas holidays. Marnie Osborn, Autism 
Support Worker, is also available to work with 
you to implement programmes for children with 
autism. Marnie will also assist you in accessing 
holiday activities in the community.  
 
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to 
discuss problems and maybe arrange a home 
visit during the holiday. However, if your child is 
displaying seriously challenging behaviours and 
someone is at risk, you must contact the police.  
You can call 999 in an emergency or dial 101. 
On that number you will talk to the police directly. 
They will discuss with you the best course of 
action. 
 
It has been a busy term in the ABSS with many pupils and families accessing the support.  
 
Our ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) have been working with the students to 
become more emotionally aware and also to help them with friendships. The Brookfields 
ELSAs are employed in Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and in our 6th Form; the students as well as 
their tutors can make a referral to be supported by one of our ELSAs (Julie Johnston, Lorraine 
White, Katie McAlees).  
 
Family Fun Time during October half term was a 
lovely opportunity for some of our young people, 
their parents/carers and siblings to get together 
in an informal environment and have a coffee 
and catch up with each other. It is also a great 
opportunity for our young people to show off the 
school to their brothers and sisters, so we made 
good use of the sensory room and outdoor 
playground! We had great fun learning to play 
with each other safely and enjoying ourselves in 
the holidays.  
 
Our next Family Fun Time session will be in February Half Term 2020. 
 
If you think a Family Fun Time session might help you in the holidays, please email Marnie 
mosborn@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
 
The ABSS Team wish you all a safe and happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing you in 
2020. 
 
James Gearing 
Head of the Autism Behavioural Support Service 

Advice and support from 

Brookfields staff  

Ashley Sayer 

Family Support Worker 

0759 4421 908 

Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 

0796 4405 885 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 

mailto:mosborn@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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We were delighted to take delivery of our new people carrier to replace the 
very aged Espace. The Ford Tourneo has been very well received by 
pupils and staff alike. We could not have bought the car without the 
amazing support from our key sponsors; Wipro (Kings Road, Reading), 
Tesco Bags of Help, The Morrisons Foundation and Waitrose Oxford Road.  

We are also very pleased to report that we have now raised all the money we need to buy an 
Eye gaze. This amazing piece of technology enables pupils with limited movement to access 
computers or communication devices by using the movement of 
their eyes. The appeal for an Eye gaze was generously 
supported by The Brookfields School Association (PTA), The 
Reading School Boarding Charity Committee, Berkshire 
Community Foundation, Vocalese Choir and Breast Cancer Now. 
We are incredibly grateful to all our sponsors for helping us to 
buy this piece of equipment which will make such a difference to 
our pupils. Some pupils from Reading School Boarding Charity 
Committee came to visit the school to present their cheque to 
Owen and Teacher for the Visually Impaired, Joanna Fullicks.  

We were delighted to receive a cheque for £4,318.29 from the 
Co-op local community fund. This money will be used to buy a 
new swing for the Key Stage 2 playground. Charlotte received the 
cheque from staff at Co-op School Road, Tilehurst.  

We are very grateful to all the organisations that have given such 
great support to the school. 

The PTA ran 2 key events this term. The Christmas shopping evening returned and proved 
very successful, raising £730 for PTA funds.  

The Christmas bazaar took place very recently and was very well attended with everyone 
enjoying the wide variety of stalls and delicious refreshments. Thank you so much to everyone 
who donated gifts, helped before, during or after the event and bought raffle tickets. We are 
delighted to confirm that the event raised just over £2,500. Some of the money raised will be 
used to buy a Christmas gift or 
treat for every pupil in the school 
and the balance will be used to 
support activities such as 
residential trips.  

Santa’s grotto and the reindeer 
food factory were popular 
attractions at the bazaar.  

 

As well as running events, the PTA has supported specific projects around the school and the 
main activity this term was a donation of £2,500 towards the Eye gaze appeal. If you would like 
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to join the PTA or just offer some help at events, do please get in touch, we are always pleased 
to welcome new supporters.  

If you have any suggestions for future fundraising activities we would be delighted to hear from 
you cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
 
Thank you for your support. 

Charlotte Wilshire, Fundraiser and Sam Clarke, PTA Chair 

We have had two School Council meetings this year, and classes have been working hard to 
make sure that their voices are heard at Brookfields School. 
 
Well done to all our School Councillors! 
 
Sarah Strudley, Assistant Head 
 

   

On behalf of the Governing Body, we would like to wish all Brookfields School staff, pupils and 
their families a wonderful Christmas time and a very Happy New Year.  

Thank you to all staff for their hard work this term and for the wonderful Ofsted inspection 
outcome at the start of the school term. Brookfields School is a truly Outstanding school thanks 
to all their hard work and support.  

Anne Murdoch and Stephen Flint, Joint Chairs of Governors. 

 

 
West Berkshire Parent Carer Forum is for you: the parent/carer of a child 
with an additional or special need and or disability, to voice your opinion on 
what you would like for your child. 
  

 WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need. 

 WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating all of this can be! 

 We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local authority and the 
Department of Education, so have a valid voice, and one that is listened to. 

 Will keep you up to date with SEND information, and how we can change things for the 
better! 

WBPCF aims to support parent carers to participate and have a voice in how services for 
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally. You can give as much or 
as little time as you want to, we are all parent carers of special needs children too and 
appreciate how hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes. Contact us now, we 
value your call. We are here for you and your family. 
Phone: 07860 942280                             email: info@westberksparentcarerforum 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum 
 
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/ 
 

  

 

file:///C:/Users/sophie/Documents/cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
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Come and meet WBPCF Representatives 

at the Coffee Morning  
on Wednesday 5th February 2020  

9.45am – 11.15am 
 at Brookfields School. 

 
 Please do come along to our future Coffee Mornings which are held on the first Wednesday of 

each month in our 6th Form Hall from 9.45am – 11.15am – ALL WELCOME. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some dates for your diary:  
January 2020 
6th Pupils return to school 
29th Full Governing Body Meeting 
February 2020 
5th Parent/Carer Coffee Morning with representatives from West Berks Parent Carer Forum 
10th – 14th Careers Week 
17th – 21st Half Term 
24th Pupils return after school  
27th ‘It Takes Two’ – 5-week communication course for families starts 
March 2020 
4th Parent/Carer Coffee Morning with representatives from West Berks Parent Carer Forum 
5th World Book Day 
20th Red Nose Day 
20th PTA Quiz Evening 
24th Progress Evening 

 Brookfields School TERM DATES 2020  

Term 3 Monday 6th January 2020 – Friday 14h February 2020 
 

30 days 

Holiday 17/02/20 – 21/02/20 
 

 

Term 4 Monday 24th February 2020 – Friday 3rd April 2020 
 

30 days 

Holiday 6/04/20 – 17/04/20 
 

 

Term 5 Monday 20th April 2020 – Friday 22nd May 2020 
 

24 days 

Holiday 26/05/20 – 29/05/20 
 

 

Term 6 Monday 1st June 2020 – Friday 17th July 2020 
 

35 days 

Public Holidays 

10th April 2020 Good Friday 

13th April 2020 Easter Monday 

Friday 8th May 2020 May Bank Holiday 

25th May 2020 Spring Bank Holiday 
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We are very excited to be introducing the School 
Comms Parent Pay School Gateway to Brookfields 
School – a parent engagement app that will allow 
you to easily pay for school activities and 
communicate with the school at anytime from 
anywhere.  

Your login details will be automatically generated 
using the contact information Brookfields School 
already has, so please make sure the details we 
hold for you are up to date. We must have your 
correct email address and mobile phone number.  

If you have recently changed your email address 
or mobile number please let us know by emailing:- 

office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

0118 9421382 

If you have any questions or would like some more 
information, please see the School Gateway site 
here: https://schoolgateway.co.uk/ 

We will be writing to you with further details in January 2020. Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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Continued from Page 1: - 

I would like to say thank you for your continuing support of our PTA events. Our small but 
dedicated PTA work tirelessly to raise money that goes directly to the pupils, whether it be 
funding Christmas activities, residential activities or buying specific resources and 
equipment for pupils. This term, the PTA organised two fundraising events – the 
Christmas Shopping Evening and the Christmas Bazaar. Both events were very well 
attended and raised a significant amount of money! Thank you to everyone who supported 
these events. If you would like to find out more about the work of our PTA, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school. 

Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to some staff at the end of this term. We will be saying 
goodbye to Lois Clarke who will be going to teach at a school in Zambia. We will also be 
saying goodbye to Chris Uren who will be retiring after 13 years at Brookfields School. 
Chris has taught across the school and has been whole school Maths Coordinator.  

Finally, many of you will know Hazel Neale. Hazel has worked at Brookfields School for 29 
years and has been a Specialist Teaching Assistant at Brookfields School since 2001. 
Since joining, Hazel has supported many young people with a range of learning needs in 
the development of their independence and life skills. Throughout her time at Brookfields 
School, she has had such a positive impact on the lives of so many young people, as well 
as staff. She has tirelessly supported pupils, their families as well as staff over the last 29 
years. Thank you Hazel for everything that you have done. We will all miss you very much. 

I am sure you will join me in saying thank you to all the staff who will be leaving us and 
wish them well for the future. 

As always, I would like to say thank you for your continuing support and encouragement you 
have given the team at Brookfields School this term. I would also like to thank our amazing staff 
team who have continued to go the extra mile to ensure that all pupils receive the support they 
need, have their achievements celebrated, and for offering a wide range of exciting 
experiences and opportunities – a HUGE thank you to you and all staff. 

We wish you all a happy and safe Christmas! We look forward to seeing everyone back at 
school on Monday 6th January 2020! 

 
Brandon Mills 
Head Teacher  
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