
1 

 

  

       Newsletter   

 
 April 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well and healthy. At the start of this term, none of us knew 
how all our lives would have change so dramatically over the last few weeks and I am sure 
there will be more change in the future. 
 
We all have a very important role to play in ensuring that everyone in our families and 
communities stays well and healthy. The changes we have had to make and the different way 
of living have affected our pupils, some of whom are finding it difficult to understand why their 
lives are now so restricted. To help you support your young person, we have made available on 
the school website and via our twitter feed a range of resources and links which we think you 
may find useful.      https://brookfieldsschool.org/learning-from-home/ 
 
I would like to thank you all for the support you are giving our Brookfields community and for 
your words of encouragement and support. I am sure you will join me in thanking the whole of 
our Brookfields team for their exceptional efforts at this time, whether this is onsite or from 
home. Their work and commitment is enabling us to support our Key Worker colleagues to get 
to work, and in turn keep us safe and well. A rhythm to the days has now been established and 
I hope that a rhythm to your days has been established too.  
 
For all of us, life at the moment is new, uncertain and worrying. At times like these, it is vital 
that we look after our mental health and wellbeing. One way to do this is to remain connected 
with family, friends and colleagues. Yes, this may present challenges but we now live in a world 
where technology can assist in this. It is important that we take time to step away from 
news/social media as the constant stream of information/rumour can increase worry and 
anxiety. No one can predict what may happen in the coming weeks and months so focus on the 
‘now’ and try not to let your worries take hold. If you do have any concerns or worries, please 
reach out, as we are here to support you as best we can. Nobody has all the answers, but 
talking things through with others or asking for help is essential if we are to get through this. 
 
Our AMAZING Brookfields family have developed some very creative ways to connect to 
pupils, families and colleagues. Many of you may have seen that Catherine and Maurice 
delivered an assembly, which was broadcast live last Friday. This assembly along with other 
rising stars of Brookfields can be seen on a Brookfields YouTube – keep an eye on it, as more 
content will be posted. 
 
At the time schools were informed to change their way of working, we had anticipated that we 
would be open again for business as usual on 20th April 2020. However, this is very unlikely to 
happen and therefore, Brookfields School will continue to be open to provide care for children 
of Key Workers. 

https://brookfieldsschool.org/learning-from-home/
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As we adapt to a new way of living and working, we will continue to face many new challenges 
in the days, weeks and months ahead. Please remember, you are all INCREDIBLE, our pupils 
are FANTASTIC and our staff are AMAZING! Together, we really are strong.  
 
This is not a sprint but a marathon so we need to be kind to ourselves as well as each other. 
However, with every race, there is a finish line but at the moment, we don’t know where our 
finish line will be. 
 
Please remain safe and well. Please remember to continue to follow government advice and 
guidelines at all times – we all have a responsibility for each other’s health, safety and 
wellbeing, not just our own. 
 
We wish you all a happy and safe Easter. Together we are stronger! 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

Brandon Mills 
Head Teacher 

 
Primary Explorers pupils had a busy start of term full of fun and challenge in equal measure! 
Thank you to those of you who were able to attend the ‘Stay and Play’ session earlier this term 
and to those of your who attended our ‘All Join In’ training sessions. 
 
From everyone in Early Years, we want to say a huge ‘well done’ to every pupil: you have all 
done such a fantastic job of rising to the challenges that have arisen. Thank you for the 
continued contact that you make with the staff team. Please be assured that in these uncertain 
times, the team will continue to support you and pupils in every way we can. 
 
Josh Connick, Head of Primary Explorers 

 
Earlier this term, all pupils in Adventurers were working on the 
topic Let’s Get Messy! They created lots of artwork and had fun 
getting messy! The children enjoyed learning through Explore 
Time.  
Sky Class enjoyed going offsite to play Tennis at Bradfield 
College and had lots of fun practising their Tennis skills. They 
enjoyed learning to take turns and developing their coordination 
skills.    
Orange Class had lots of fun attending Drama sessions earlier 
term. The Drama sessions were full of laughter and excitement.  
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Orange Class also enjoyed their class trip to 
The Lookout Discovery Centre in Bracknell 
and getting involved in all the science activities 
there. They also enjoyed learning about The 
Gruffalo and even made their own Gruffalo 
crumble!  
 
Purple Class were busy following symbol 
instructions to make lots of yummy food 
including beans on toast, potato salad and 
pizza! They also enjoyed trips into the 
community to follow their shopping lists when 
buying their ingredients for their recipes.  
 
White Class went on an exciting trip earlier this term 
to The Ugly Duckling in Newbury to paint some 
amazing plates! They also loved learning about life 
cycles and growing their own cress in class.    
 
Pink Class enjoyed attending Forest School in 
January and February and had lots of fun offsite. 
They really enjoyed our storyteller coming in for 
World Book Day on 5th March and loved having the 
opportunity to join in with the stories.  
 
The Adventurers also took part in a Let’s Get Messy 
Cross Curricular day. There were lots of fun activities to encourage learning including, 
exploding art, spinning art, smoothie making, tie-dyeing T-shirts, messy food play and an 
exciting colour run at the end of the day.  
 
Please be assured that in these uncertain times, the staff team will continue to support you and 
pupils in every way we can. We wish you all a safe and happy Easter. 
 

 Jamie Bonewell, Head of Primary Adventurers and all the staff team. 
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Another busy and stimulating start 
of term in 6th Form. Where every 
day brought a different event or 
opportunity for our pupils! 
 
 
 

 
Pupils participated in numerous sporting activities, musical 
performances and even a talent show, thanks to the Duke of 
Edinburgh team. 
 
 
 
 

 
Many pupils attend Reading College for a day 
each week. This provides opportunities for the 
pupils to learn and engage in a different 
environment. The pupils gain more 
independence and increase their understanding 
of the nature of a College environment. The 
students find out if attending College is a choice 
they would like to make for the future. Another 
highlight for the pupils is seeing their former 
school colleagues whilst enjoying lunch in the 
canteen. 
 
 
We are also massively proud of a number of our 6th Form students for securing part-time jobs 
earlier this term.  
 
Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued support, advice and contact that you 
make with all the staff team in the 6th Form. Please be assured that in these uncertain times, 
the 6th Form team will continue to support students in every way we can.   
 
Best wishes! 
 
Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form staff. 
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This year, Brookfields took World Book Day to a whole new level! We were so busy that we 
could not squeeze it all into 1 day, and ended up celebrating amazing stories for a whole week. 

Not only did we have our usual bedtime story day with everyone wearing pyjamas, but we also 
had guest readers visiting classes, two story assemblies, Richard O’Neill a professional 
storyteller running story telling sessions with the whole of primary and 6th Formers running 2 
interactive sensory stories of Goldilocks and the 3 Bears. We felt scratchy beds, sat in wobbly 
chairs, squeezed lumpy porridge and smelt sweet cinnamon before snuggling up in beds which 
were just right! 

Sam Raw, Head of English 

For further literacy work and Story Time at home please click on the links below:- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LGqHNZMBUc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPg22NaKqJk 

It's Story-time! In the Learning from Home resource hub (accessed via the school website or 
follow the link). https://brookfieldsschool-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LGqHNZMBUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPg22NaKqJk
https://t.co/JuZU6GOqhE?amp=1
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The primary pupils went on a Sport Relief run! ‘Adventurers vs Explorers’ hanging red and 
white socks on the line every time they passed by! All had a great time and lots of pupils 
managed to do 5 laps which is equal to a mile! Go Primary Go! 
 

  
Sport Relief this year was a great success. The students took part in a wide variety of activities 
throughout the school day.  

The highlight of the day was a Staff v. 
Students football match. This match had the 
feel of a London derby with both sides really 
wanting to win. Until the last few minutes it 
looked as though the students were going to 
win but a last minute penalty scored by Jenny 
Bray saved the day for the staff! The match 
finished with a 3-3 draw and everyone had a 
great time including all the spectatetors.  

Thank you to Steph Turner, Liz Wainwright 
and everyone else who helped with the 
wonderful Cake Sale and the refreshments.  

  

 

 

 

Thank you for your donations. A huge thankyou to 
everyone who contributed, we raised a total of:- 

£238.03 
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Primary  
 
White class have been 
working on developing 
their football skills. In 
PE lessons pupils 
have learnt new skills 
such as passing, 
dribbling, tackling and 
shooting to apply to 
game situations. The 
pupils are starting to 
work on winning and 
losing and how to deal 
with the emotions that 
come alongside with 
that.  
 
 
I am very impressed with how quickly the pupils picked up the new skills and how well they are 
now able to apply the skills to game situations. We went along to a football tournament at the 
Madjeski Dome where many of the pupils were able to shine!  
 
 
A group of pupils attended a 
swimming gala at the Meadway 
Sports Centre organised by The 
Avenue School. The pupils swam so 
well they managed to come 1st place 
and came back with medals and a 
trophy!! They were all very excited 
and had such a positive experience.  
 
 
A group of Key Stage 2 pupils went to Thatcham Bowling Centre to participate in a tenpin 
bowling competition after school. The group demonstrated excellent hand eye co-ordination 
managing to hit down lots of pins! Brookfields School achieved 1st place out of 23 teams!  
This was a great achievement and they all really enjoyed it.  
 
Secondary  
 
Secondary pupils have been learning how to play tag rugby in 
their outdoor PE lessons and Archery in their indoor PE 
lessons. They have worked hard at improving their physical, 
social and personal skills. Some pupils have attended football 
tournaments offsite, most recently the girls went along to a 
football tournament at Reading FC.  
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Football Tournaments 
 
On Thursday 23rd January 2020 14 pupils took part in a football tournament organised by the 
RFC Disability Team. We had a few new players in our Amber team who really enjoyed the 
experience. We also managed to win back the trophy in the Green league, winning all but one 
of our games!  Well done to all players. 
 
On Thursday 5th March 2020 8 pupils went to the annual Girls Football Tournament organised 
by the Reading Football Club (RFC). All the pupils had a great time and nearly all of them 
scored a goal! They won 4 games and lost 1 and came 2nd overall which was a fantastic 
achievement. Kelly, in particular, was fantastic and a huge well done to Libby on scoring her 
first goal at a tournament.  
 
Dodgeball 
 
Pupils across the school came together to join in with a dodgeball tournament on Friday 20th 
March 2020. We had a staff team too! It is safe to say that all pupils and staff had a great time, 
all smiling and laughing throughout the afternoon.  
 
Wishing you all a safe and Happy Easter. 
 
Tor Carter, Head of PE and Matt Rosier, PE Co-ordinator 

The students had a fun-filled time at Youth Club, with members joining in with activities such 

as, swimming, pancake races, chill out night and a visit from our SPLAT TEAM.  

 

 

 

 

Students enjoyed having pancake races followed by having a freshly 

cooked pancake with a choice of tasty toppings. 

We hope to see the Youth Club members again soon for more exciting 
activities! Happy Easter. 

From Kerrie Byers, Darren Cunliffe and all the Youth Club team.  
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The pupils have all done some fantastic riding off the lead rope 
and controlling the horses independently, which shows how their 
confidence has built up over the weeks. 

Well done to you all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

from Kerrie Byers, Verity Weekes and all the team at the RDA 



10 

 

Support for families during the holiday. 

Ashley Sayer, Family Support Worker, is on call 
for advice and support during the Easter holiday. 
Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, is also 
available to speak to you to implement 
programmes for children with autism.  
 
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to 
discuss problems during the holiday. However, if 
your child is displaying seriously challenging 
behaviours and someone is at risk, you must 
contact the police.  
 
 
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101. 
On that number you will talk to the police directly. 
They will discuss with you the best course of 
action. 
 
James Gearing 
Head of the Autism Behavioural Support Service 
jgearing@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
 

 

 
West Berkshire Parent Carer Forum is for you: the parent/carer of a child 
with an additional or special need and/or disability, to voice your opinion on what you would like 
for your child. 
  

 WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need. 

 WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating all of this can be! 

 We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local authority and the 
Department of Education, so have a valid voice, and one that is listened to. 

WBPCF aims to support parents/carers to participate and have a voice in how services for 
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally.  As a member of the 
Forum, we may ask you to fill out an occasional survey, or take a poll, or vote for a change to a 
service. As a member of the Steering Group, you could become involved in attending 
meetings, support us in holding local events, and be a Forum champion, either way you will be 
at the forefront of the changes whilst they are happening. You can give as much or as little time 
as you want to, we are all parent carers of special needs children too and appreciate how 
hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes. 

 
Contact us now, we value your call. We are here for you and your family. 
  
Phone: 07860 942280                             email: info@westberksparentcarerforum 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum 
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/

 

 

Advice and support from 

Brookfields staff  

Ashley Sayer 

Family Support Worker 

0751 624 1989 

Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 

0796 4405 885 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 

mailto:jgearing@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
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