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show the inspectors what an amazing school we have. The inspectors met with staff, pupils, 
parents and governors. The inspection was carried out using the new inspection framework 
which had only come into place the previous week. Despite anticipating that our Ofsted window 
would open in March 2020, we were ready for them. We were one of the very first special schools 
in the country to be inspected using the new framework, which is even more rigorous than 
previous frameworks. As we know, the outcome of the inspection was that Brookfields School 
was judged “outstanding” for the 4th consecutive time! To receive this judgement was validation 
and testament to the hard work and creativity of the whole school team and our vision to ensure 
that we provide a unique and bespoke education and provision for all our pupils. Everyone 
associated with Brookfields School was rightly proud of this achievement and validation.  
 
Despite this judgement, we have not rested and have continued to work hard in developing our 
provision. You will know from the Christmas newsletter that life at Brookfields School continued 
at a pace with many different activities and opportunities for pupils and their families.  
 
With our return to school after the Christmas break, we had the Spring and Summer terms to 
look forward to and the many events planned, such as residential visits, school productions, 
sports day, parent courses, the family BBQ, the leavers prom and the leavers assembly. In 
January 2020, we had little idea of how life at Brookfields would change, nor indeed how all our 
lives would change. Through the media, we started to hear about something called ‘the Corona 
virus’ which was not in our common vocabulary. As time went on, we learnt more about the virus 
as it began to impact on an increasing number of countries and people across the world. In early 
March, the government unveiled their ‘Corona Virus Action Plan’, which outlined what they had 
done, and what they planned to do next. It was deemed that widespread transition of COVID 19 
was ‘highly likely’.  
 
At this time, the Senior Leadership Team and I became increasingly aware that the unfolding 
and rapidly changing situation would have a significant impact on Brookfields School. Although 
there was no direct advice or information coming from central government for schools at that 
time, the Brookfields team started to prepare.  

 

As we prepare this newsletter, no one could have predicted back in 
September 2019, what this academic year would bring Brookfields School or 
the world! It has been an extraordinarily unique year in the history of 
Brookfields School. We started back to school on 4th September 2019 after 
the summer break. The pupils and staff were eager to return to see everyone 
and share their news. A week later, Ofsted contacted us and we learnt they 
would be visiting us on 11th and 12th September to carry out an inspection –
what a way to start the year, but we were up for the challenge and eager to 
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We were able to carry on as ‘business as usual’ for as long as possible. We started to put in 
place an increasing number of measures to ensure that everyone was as safe as possible. In 
late March, we learnt from the government that they would be putting in place stringent public 
restrictions on activities that were enforceable by law. On 20th March, we learnt at the same time 
as everyone else in the country that schools would shut but would be open to provide care 
provision for ‘children of Key Workers’ and those who were ‘vulnerable’. We had 48 hours to 
execute our draft plan and put into place this provision – thankfully, we were ahead of the game. 
At that time, I had anticipated that everything would be back to normal after the Easter Break. 
However, little did we know or anticipate that this would not be the case. It was clear that as this 
unprecedented situation unfolded, the way in which we lived our lives was being changed and 
restricted. As a school, we were no longer able to operate as usual due to significantly reduced 
levels of staffing and only being able to offer care provision for pupils who met the government’s 
criteria.  
 
Our priority was, and continues to be, the health, safety, wellbeing of our pupils, their families, 
our staff team and the wider community. As information and guidance started to be published by 
central government, much of which was scant, contradictory and for ever changing, the team 
worked hard to put into place provision, processes and risk assessments with the aim of reducing 
risk as much as practicably possible for the whole Brookfields community. In addition to providing 
for pupils on site, it was vital that we were able to provide for pupils and their families who were 
at home. The staff team rose to this challenge, admirably developing and providing online 
resources and activities for pupils. We set up a school YouTube account, which many of you will 
have accessed.  
 
We had to make some difficult decisions to keep everyone as safe as possible. It was devastating 
that we could not provide safe onsite provision for all our pupils. However, from 8th June, we were 
in a position to increase safely the number of pupils’ onsite in a measured way. Regrettably, we 
were still not able to provide onsite support for all pupils. Over the last week (w/c 29th June), you 
will have seen the news about the further releasing of lockdown and what this entails – parts of 
the leisure industry are opening, we have found out about the countries that we are able to safely 
travel to and from and the government’s plan is to fully open all schools in September 2020. In 
my communication to you on 24th June, I said that we share the government’s ambition to 
welcome our whole school community back and that we were already drawing up plans for 
September.  

The government has published guidance for schools opening in September 2020 to all pupils. 
There is a lot of detail in the documents, some of which is contradictory. The government’s plan 
remains that all children in all year groups will return to school full-time from the beginning of the 
autumn term. The theory being that if schools take appropriate precautions and organise the 
school as required, there should be a low risk for children and staff. At the same time, the 
government is acknowledging that no environment can be totally risk free. The DfE say that the 
virus is of ‘limited threat’ at this moment – if it gets worse, local lockdowns will happen. The 
government acknowledge that for those pupils who are medically vulnerable, they may not be 
able to return to school in September. When reading the guidance, it was very encouraging and 
reassuring to know that the provision we already have in place addresses the recommendations 
and advice. The school team have been planning for September to ensure that all pupils and 
staff can safely come back to school. Public Health England have published a report and it 
remains the case that the virus is “‘very low risk to children and they are no more likely to transmit 
it than adults”. It is inevitable, however, that positive tests and localised outbreaks will occur, so 
we must be ready for class group closures. We must also plan for pupil and staff self-isolation, in 
line with the test/track/trace/isolate strategy. I am sure you will have many questions, which we 
would be happy to try to answer for you as best we can. 
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This newsletter illustrates some of the amazing work that pupils have done both onsite and offsite. 
I want to take this opportunity to extend a heartfelt and sincere thank you to you all.  Our families, 
our pupils, our whole staff team, our governors, West Berkshire staff and our partner schools 
have all offered amazing support, flexibility, patience, encouragement and creativity during this 
time. Each of you have shown dedication and commitment to all our pupils and the school 
community – thank you. 
 
What the next few months will bring us all is unclear. However, our ambition, drive and 
commitment are clear - our resolve to do our best for all our pupils and families grows ever 
stronger. At the beginning of this academic year, Ofsted judged us to be outstanding. During 
these unprecedented times, we have all worked hard to continue to provide an outstanding 
provision for all our pupils, whether they are onsite or offsite. 
 
I hope you all have a safe summer and we look forward to seeing you all on 2nd September 2020. 
 
 
Together we have been stronger! 
 

 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 
 

Brandon Mills 
Head Teacher 
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From everyone in Early Years, we want to say a huge ‘well done’ to every pupil: you have all 
done such a fantastic job of rising to the challenges that have arisen this term both at home and 
at school.  
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Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued support, advice and contact that you make 

with the staff team. We look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 2nd September 2020. 

Josh Connick, Head of Primary Explorers 

 

The pupils have been learning in school and offsite this term in 

various ways:-

Brookfields Families and staff were invited to take part in a night 
of excitement and bravery by camping out at home! As many of 
our pupils missed out on their residential escapades this year we 
gave pupils a challenge! Thank you to all of you who completed 
the challenge.  

Pupils will be receiving a specially designed souvenir to remember their brave undertaking and 
to celebrate their achievement and the fun they had! 

On 3rd July 2020 we held a YouTube Assembly to celebrate how families safely camped out at 
home with a special appearance from Nora the Explorer! Thank you to all of you who shared your 
photos of your adventurous sleeping setups, the activities you completed and yummy food you 
cooked!  

If you missed the Assembly you can still watch it on our Brookfields YouTube channel if you 
would like to: - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q37cnQoXPPM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q37cnQoXPPM
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Pupils from Primary Adventurers have enjoyed learning both at school and at home this term. 
Thank you sending in your photos of the activities you have done and for keeping in contact 
with your child’s class teacher. Thank you for watching our YouTube assemblies too. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, we have not been able to hold our usual transition days for our primary pupils 
who will be moving from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 in September 2020. We have also been 
unable to invite parents into each department to have a look around. Please have a look at the 
short videos we have made to help familiarise yourself with where your child will be: - 
https://brookfieldsschool.org/transition-videos/ 

Well done everybody! The Adventurers staff team wish you all a lovely Summer break and look 
forward to seeing you again on 2nd September 2020. 

Jamie Bonewell, Head of Primary Adventurers and all the staff team. 

          .  

Lyla camping out at home 
Casie taking part in 

BROOKathomeFEST 2020 

Dominic watching and participating in one of our Friday assemblies. 
Zac making a rainbow for our ‘Wonderwall’.  

https://brookfieldsschool.org/transition-videos/


7 

 

  

Due to the COVID-19 situation, the Summer Term has been 
incredibly challenging. The children in Tarrant class had to 
change their daily routine and have been confined to 
spending the term at home. Although the pupils have been 
unable to access school activities such as Swimming or 
Rebound Therapy which they usually have at school every 
week they have enjoyed different Tac Pac’s and Sensory 
Story videos at home. The Sensory Story videos included 
instructions of what objects to explore with different music for 
each section, as well as video clips and pictures with sound 
effects in the background.  

The children had an opportunity to encounter many different 
experiences, including ‘a walk through the jungle’, ‘a swim 
with pirates to find the treasure chest’, ‘making a sticky and 
smelly potion with the witch’ and ‘travelling around the world 
to go to Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory’! The children have 
also enjoyed music sessions, where they had an opportunity 
to hear my singing and guitar playing while they explored 
different instruments.  

The pupils have done a variety of activities at home such us 
cooking with their parents and water play, enjoying splash 
pools and spending time in their gardens in the lovely 
weather. It has been a hard and challenging term, but all 
parents and carers have done an amazing job to provide 
education at home. Thank you for all your hard work and 
thank you for participating in all the activities and resources I 
have sent out each week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done everybody! The Tarrant staff team wish you all a lovely Summer break. 

Ola Tarczynska, Teacher for Tarrant Class  
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While in school, Fletcher group have been looking at the book 
‘Hummingbird’. The pupils have been learning about nature 
and how to look after nature. While thinking about the different 
ways to look after themselves the pupils have been doing 
Yoga and Mindfulness, plenty of PE and showing off their 
creative skills with Art, Drama and Drumming!  

 

Key Stage 3 pupils have also continued with their learning at home throughout the summer 

term. Thank you for sending in photos of your children doing some amazing activities with you 

at home. 

 

Danny enjoyed making a chocolate cake at home. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming all of you back in September. 

Kirsty Simmonds, Head of Key Stage 3 and all the Key Stage 3 staff. 

Deborah litter picking in the woods.    
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The Key Stage 4 students have been enjoying themselves in 
school and offsite. Students offsite have been enjoying the 
Brookfields YouTube videos and keeping nice and cool 
through the heat. They have been highly creative to keep up 
their learning at home. We have even been sent a PowerPoint 
presentation! Students in school have been getting used to 
new family groups and changes around school. Columbus 
group have been creative with their time, making the most of 
time to explore art and music. Some students have also had 
important conversations about current affairs.  
Mapledurham group have enjoyed lots of art and music, and 
had a great Cross Curricular Day exploring all things French, 
including French songs, the Tour de France and a French Café 
experience. All our students have particularly enjoyed the 
Friday assemblies. We have been lucky enough to see some 
pictures of Key Stage 4 students during these assemblies – we 
must be a Key Stage of celebrities!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been brilliant keeping in touch with students and 
families wherever you are. Getting emails, pictures and 
videos has been a lovely way to stay connected.  
 
We hope you have a lovely Summer break!  
 
Rhian Jeffreys, Head of Key Stage 4 
and all the Key Stage 4 Team. 
  

Mark enjoying BROOKathomeFEST, 
creating a tent and enjoying an ice 
cream to his favourite summer 
tunes. 
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6th Form students have 
been busy at home during 
lockdown, learning some 
new skills. 
 
Fern enjoyed creating 
these wonderful pieces of 
artwork. 
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Finally, we wish all the 6th Form students who are leaving Brookfields good luck and all the best 
for the future – we will miss you. Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued support 
you give the staff team in the 6th Form.  
 
Best wishes! 
 
Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form staff. 

The 6th Form students onsite 
have also enjoyed a wide 

variety of activities. 
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Over the past few months pupils and staff have been helping to construct what we have called 

the "Tree of Resilience". The tree started off as a simple wire framed armature and over time 

mod-rock, paper mâché, card and coloured tissue was added to the tree's construction. 

Throughout the process pupils developed their teamwork, creative and problem-solving skills. 

The final installation art piece was presented to pupils and their families a few weeks ago 

during one of the live online Brookfields assemblies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHWYhjs2i2s 

During a previous assembly, pupils were invited to add their own photos of themselves doing 

their own activities at home or to send in words of encouragement to be added to the tree. The 

beautiful tree now stands on display in reception.  

Mark Gillespie, Specialist Teaching Assistant for Creative Arts 

The Resilience Tree featured in our LIVE 
YouTube Assemblies. Thank you for watching! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHWYhjs2i2s
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Support for families during the holiday. 

Ashley Sayer, Family Support Worker, is on call 
for advice and support during the Summer 
holiday. Marnie Osborn, Autism Support Worker, 
is also available to speak to you to implement 
programmes for children with autism.  
 
Please feel you can contact Ashley or Marnie to 
discuss problems during the holiday. However, if 
your child is displaying seriously challenging 
behaviours and someone is at risk, you must 
contact the police.  
 
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101. 
On that number you will talk to the police directly. 
They will discuss with you the best course of 
action. 
 
James Gearing 
Head of the Autism Behavioural Support 
Service 
jgearing@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
 

 

 
West Berkshire Parent Carer Forum is for you: the parent/carer of a child 
with an additional or special need and/or disability, to voice your opinion on 
what you would like for your child. 
  

 WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need. 

 WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating all of this can be! 

 We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local authority and the 
Department of Education, so have a valid voice, and one that is listened to. 

WBPCF aims to support parents/carers to participate and have a voice in how services for 
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally.  As a member of the 
Forum, we may ask you to fill out an occasional survey, or take a poll, or vote for a change to a 
service. As a member of the Steering Group, you could become involved in attending 
meetings, support us in holding local events, and be a Forum champion, either way you will be 
at the forefront of the changes whilst they are happening. You can give as much or as little time 
as you want to, we are all parent carers of special needs children too and appreciate how 
hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes. 

 
Contact us now, we value your call. We are here for you and your family. 
  
Phone: 07860 942280                             email: info@westberksparentcarerforum 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum 
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/ 
 

Advice and support from 

Brookfields staff  

Ashley Sayer 

Family Support Worker 

0751 624 1989 

Marnie Osborn 

Autism Support Worker 

0796 4405 885 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 

mailto:jgearing@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/


14 

 

 

 
Brookfields School Term Dates and Inset Days 2020 / 2021 

 

Public Holidays 

25th December 2020 Christmas Day 

26th December 2020 Boxing Day  

1st January 2021 New Year’s Day  

2nd April 2021 Good Friday 

5th April 2021 Easter Monday 

3rd May 2021 Early May Bank Holiday  

31st May 2021 Spring Bank Holiday 

Staff Inset Days  
Tuesday 1st September 2020 
Friday 23rd October 2020 
Monday 4th January 2021  
 

 
To order Brookfields School uniform: -  
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/brookfields 
 
 
To pay for School Lunches: -  
https://www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/edu/brookfields-
specialist-sen-school/ 
 
 
 

  

 

Term 1 Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – Thursday 22nd October 2020 37 days 

Holiday 23/10/20 – 30/10/20  

Term 2 Monday 2nd November 2020 – Friday 18th December 2020 
 

35 days 

Holiday  21/12/20 – 04/01/21  

Term 3 Tuesday 5th January 2021 – Friday 12th February 2021 
 

29 days 

Holiday 15/02/21 – 19/02/21  

Term 4 Monday 22nd February 2021 – Wednesday 31st March 2021 
 

28 days 

Holiday 01/04/21 – 16/04/21  

Term 5 Monday 19th April 2021 – Friday 28th May 2021 
 

29 days 

Holiday 01/06/21 – 04/06/21  

Term 6 Monday 7th June 2021 – Tuesday 20th July 2021 
 

32 days 

Total  190 days  

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/brookfields
https://www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/edu/brookfields-specialist-sen-school/
https://www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/edu/brookfields-specialist-sen-school/
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Please make sure the mobile number and email address 
we hold for you are always up to date. You can check and 
change these details by sending an email to:- 

office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
 
You can also download the School Gateway App   
Apple iPhone users, download the app 
here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload 
Android phone users, download the app 
here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload 
Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact 
information we have, so please make sure the mobile number and 
email address we hold for you are correct.  
If you have any questions or would like some more information, please 
see the School Gateway site here: https://schoolgateway.co.uk/ 

  

At this time of year, we say goodbye to students as they move on from us. Due to the current 
situation, we are not able have our Leavers Assembly or our Leavers Prom to mark this important 
transition. However, we would like to wish our graduates for 2020 the best of luck as they embark 
on new adventures!  

We have 26 pupils leaving us at the end of this academic year, many of whom have been at 
Brookfields School since they were five. Brookfields School has been a big part of their lives and 
they have been a big part of the schools’ life. It has been a privilege and honour to be part of their 
life journey as they have grown and developed into incredible young people. We will miss them 
and their families very much and hope that one day, they will come back to visit.  

We also have to say goodbye to some staff at the end of this term. We say goodbye to Nicola 
Smith, one of our lunchtime staff; Tasha Ryan, Teaching Assistant and Mel Stadler, 1:1 Teaching 
Assistant who is relocating to Devon with her family. Thank you for your hard work and the way 
that you have supported the pupils, their families and your colleagues.  

Jules Sharman (Learning Support Assistant), Amber White (Teaching Assistant) and Katie 
McAlees (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) will be joining the Berkshire Teaching Alliance 
(BTA) teacher training programme from September 2020. Jules and Amber will be based at 
Addington School and Katie at Brookfields School. Congratulations to Lauren Wilson and Amber 
Parlour who are graduating from the BTA at the end of this term.  Lauren who will be joining 
Addington School and Amber who will be joining Kennel Lane School.  

We will be saying goodbye to Matt Rosier in his role as PE Specialist Support Teaching Assistant, 
but he is not going far as we have appointed him as a teacher at Brookfields School from 
September 2020!  

Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to three amazing teachers, Molly Ramsey, Viv Hames and 
Karen Wallace-Jones. Molly has worked in the Primary School since joining us in 2017. Molly will 
be leaving us to continue her career at The Children’s Trust School, Surrey. Molly has been part 
of the team developing our ‘Learning to Learn’ approach. She has a special interest in teaching 
young people with PMLD and was part of the school team who enabled Brookfields to achieve 

mailto:office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/
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the ‘Rights Respecting Schools’ award. Viv joined Brookfields in 2010 and has worked in Primary 
and Secondary and more recently in the 6th Form. 

Karen Wallace-Jones joined us in 2013 as our Drama Teacher and more recently, has led the 
Brookfields Creative Arts Team. Karen will be a huge loss to Brookfields as she and her team 
have developed drama and dance throughout the school, particularly in the secondary 
department. Many of you will have seen the fantastic integrated productions Karen has 
produced and directed. Karen has an amazing talent in developing the acting skills of our older 
pupils. Karen is moving on but not too far! Karen is going to pursue more work with drama for 
young people with SEN. Karen will also be running youth theatre clubs and a young adult 
drama academy locally (more details to follow!). 

We wish Karen, Viv and Molly the very best of luck and thank them for everything they have done 
for the pupils. Every member of staff leaving us at the end of term has had a significant impact 
on the lives of the pupils and their families. We will miss you all very much and wish you luck as 
you continue your adventures.  

As we say goodbye to the students and staff who will be continuing their careers elsewhere, I 
recall Dr. Seuss’s: - 

‘Oh, the Places you’ll go’  

Congratulations!  
Today is your day.  
You’re off to Great Places  
You’re off and away!  
You have brains in your head.  
You have feet in your shoes  
You can steer yourself any direction you choose  
You’re on your own. And you know what you know.  
And YOU are the guy who’ll decide where to go.  
You’ll look up and down the street. Look them over with care.  
About some you will say “I don’t choose to go there”  
With your head full of brains and your shoes full of feet, you’re too smart to go 
down any not-so-good street  
Oh, the places you’ll go! 

 

 
We wish you all well on your new adventures…..we will miss you all very much. 

 
 
 
 

Brandon Mills, Head Teacher 
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