
 
 

           
 

 
 
 
 

Half Term update – Autumn 2020 
 
Dear all,                                                                                                          21st October 2020 

What a busy term we’ve had!  

Some of you may be wondering why I am writing this letter rather than Brandon. Do not fear, he 

will be back! Brandon has been off for 3 weeks now for a planned absence but will return on 

Monday 2nd November. He has been much missed. 

As the nights draw in and the mornings get darker, I am writing to let you know about some of the 

activities that pupils have participated in this half term, despite the restrictions in place, as well as 

alert you to some potential changes. 

Primary classes have welcomed 14 new pupils to Brookfields School this term and so have been 

taking the opportunity to get to know each other through a range of activities. These have included 

Forest School, modified Explore Time and regular input from Anouska, our Music Therapist who 

has led whole group sessions in Explorers this half term. All pupils have settled well into the 

rhythm of being at school once again and we look forward to building on their confidence over the 

forthcoming year. 

Secondary pupils new and old have enjoyed access to Specialist Assistants and Teachers in a 

more intense way this term, in order to comply with the new guidance. Authors and artists have 

provided much of the inspiration as have the skills of teamwork and co-operation.  We have been 

making the most of the local woods and other facilities such as Pangbourne House, to ensure that 

a breadth of experiences are still available to pupils. 

We have welcomed 6 new staff over the course of the half term, Charlotte E, Rachel, Lauren and 

Charlotte R to the Secondary part of the school, and Kirsty and Sam in Primary. We hope that they 

have a long and productive career here with us at Brookfields. 

You will have seen that the Governing body are asking for nominations for 2 new Governors to the 

school. I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the school to thank Chris Manning and 

Anne Rothon for their hard work and commitment to improving outcomes for our pupils over the 

course of an amazing 15 and 6 years respectively. Their contributions will be greatly missed.  

If you would like to be involved in helping to ensure that Brookfields School continues to provide 

an outstanding education for pupils now and into the future, please do consider putting yourself 

forward for one of the positions which will fall vacant In December. 

Grateful thanks are also due to Tony Bartlett who has been offering ‘Tony Time’ to our pupils for 

over 25 years. Tony has become part of the school furniture and will be sorely missed by both staff 

and pupils, all of whom know his songs now by heart! 



 

As the situation nationally in relation to COVID becomes increasingly worrying, we are keen to 

ensure that our protocols for staff, pupils and families are as stringent as they can be in order to 

enable pupils to continue attending school safely. 

Therefore please can all parents/carers visiting the site or dropping their children to school wear 

masks, if not exempt, and maintain 2m distance from other parents/carers. Pinch points for us as a 

school are the drop off and pick up times and movement in communal areas, and we are urging all 

staff and parents/carers as well as planned visiting professionals, to wear masks at these times. 

Could we also ask that drop-offs and pick-ups are kept as brief as possible. Do ring into school 

should you need to have a follow-up conversation with your child’s class team. 

As we hear daily in the news, these are unprecedented times and there is inevitably going to be 

continued disruption as staff and pupils fall victim to the usual seasonal colds. Often as a result of 

this they may have raised temperatures and we will need to wait for test results. We would like to 

thank-you for your patience at these times and are so pleased that at time of writing, we have only 

had 2 positive test results since March, none of which so far have resulted in a wider spread of the 

virus.  

Over the school holiday period, should you or your child develop symptoms, please can you inform 

Ashley Sayer, our Family Support Worker, who will ensure that the information is passed onto the 

right staff. Ashley can be contacted on 07516 241989.                                     

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff for their continued vigilance, dedication and 

commitment to keeping all pupils safe and to reducing the spread of the virus during these times, 

in spite of the additional stress that this can place on staff teams. It is very much appreciated.  

Despite the challenges, we remain committed to continue to implement rigorous measures to 

protect our school community as we run up to the festive season. We really appreciate the support 

we have had to date with this from our parents and carers, however please be pre-warned that if 

further restrictions are brought in nationally we may need to introduce additional measures to 

remain in line with Government guidance and in order to reduce the risk to our pupils, staff and 

their families. 

To support us in ensuring that information is given to you as quickly as possible in relation to a 

possible outbreak, please make sure that your most recent contact details are held by the office. 

Thank you.  

Finally, on behalf of all staff, I would like to wish you all a restful half term and look forward to 

welcoming all pupils back to school on Monday 2nd November 2020. 

Happy Holidays! 

With kind regards,  

 

Catherine Bernie 

Acting Head Teacher 
               Goodbye and thank you to Tony!  


