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Dear Families and Friends,
We are living in dynamic and ever-changing times. When I started writing the introduction to this
newsletter, I had no idea how the end of term would be at Brookfields School this year. To keep
our school community safe, we had to react quickly to this week’s unfolding situation. I would like
to thank you all for your understanding and cooperation in supporting the decisions I had to make.
I am sure you will join me in wishing all those who have tested positive for COVID19 a safe and
speedy recovery.
As I write the introduction to this newsletter, I reflect that this time last year, no one could have
predicted how different all our lives would become as a result of the COVID19 world pandemic.
We are living through circumstances unprecedented in modern times, each of us trying to create
and maintain some form of normality. The current situation has touched the lives of our Brookfields
community, either directly or indirectly. Many changes have had to take place this year, and I am
sure that many more will be coming our way. We have had to adapt to a new way of living, which
has presented many challenges for us all, whether personally or professionally.
Schools such as Brookfields are a universal service and a community resource; this has never
been truer over the last year. Anything that affects our community affects our schools and
therefore, the young people we serve and their families.
In a year of fear, division, and confusion, it is so important to reflect on and remember the small
joys we have been able to experience, such as the new ways to connect or reconnect with each
other, our friends, our families and our communities. Through connecting with one another, I hope
that we have been able to find strength and resilience not only within ourselves but also from each
other. At times, we have all felt vulnerable and isolated but as a school community, we have all
pulled together to navigate our way through these ever-changing times.
Each one of us has played a vital role in keeping one another as safe as possible. We should be
proud of the contributions we have all made, however small, in supporting each other. The team
at Brookfields School has continued to demonstrate strong social interest in keeping our pupils,
our families, colleagues and the wider community as physically and mentally safe as possible. By
reaching out and connecting to one another, we have achieved many great things over the last
year, which we may not have thought possible. Everyone associated with Brookfields School
continues to inspire with dedication and resilience.
Together we really have been stronger and as such, we have achieved so much! Life at Brookfields
School is the same as it ever was, but equally, it is now different. However, despite the difference,
our commitment to our pupils and their families has not been dampened.
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On our return to school in September, it was vital to support our pupils in a way that acknowledged
the difficult times they had experienced. The focus of our work has been based on ‘The Recovery
Curriculum’, a think piece developed by our friend, Prof Barry Carpenter who has the UK's first
Professorship in Mental Health in Education, at Oxford Brookes University. If you would like to
read more about this, here is the link https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum/
In this newsletter, you will read about the activities and opportunities the pupils from across the
school have been involved in this term. This is only a small sample of the exciting projects staff
and pupils have engaged with, and the busy time that everyone has had. As always, there have
been many highlights this term and as I reflect on them, it is hard to choose from them, whether
it be the successes and achievements of individual or groups of pupils or those of our wonderful,
dedicated hardworking staff team.
As always, it is time to say goodbye and thank you to members of the team who will be leaving
us. Charlotte (Teacher) will be leaving to join a different school in the New Year and Lisa (TA)
will also be leaving us. We have a couple of governors who will be stepping down from their roles.
Thanks go to Anne Rothon who has been a member of the governing board for 6 years. During
this time, Anne has been the identified governor who has overseen Careers Education as well
as Safeguarding. Many of you will know Chris Manning, having met him at Family BBQ’s, whole
school events and social activities. After 15 years as a governor, Chris will be leaving us. During
his time at the school, he has had many important roles such as Chair and Vice Chair of the
Board, Health and Safety governor, Safeguarding governor as well as a Key Stage link governor.
The contributions that Chris has made as a governor have been extraordinary. Both Anne and
Chris will be a huge loss to the school and the governing board – we wish them well and hope
that they will come back to visit!
Thank you to Anne Murdoch who will be stepping down as co-chair of the Governing Board to
become the Vice Chair. From next term, Sam Jacob and Stephen Flint will be the Co-Chairs of
the Governing Board. Sam has been a governor at the school for 5 years and has had several
responsibilities since joining the team such as monitoring the school development plan and being
a member of the Governor Finance group. I also want to take this opportunity to extend a warm
welcome to Richard Clarke who will be our new Parent Governor at the school. I am sure you will
join me in thanking Anne and Stephen for their hard work and wishing both Sam and Richard
luck in their new roles.
Some of our pupils received a wonderful ‘hug’ from Project Linus UK, which
is a community volunteer organisation who aim to provide people with a
sense of warmth, comfort and security by providing them with handmade
quilted blankets. The volunteers in Berkshire have been busy making
quilted blankets for some of our pupils, which we have distributed. The
project was named after that security blanket toting character from the
Peanuts comic strip. If you would like to learn more about this amazing
project and the valuable work, please check out www.projectlinusuk.org.uk
Heartfelt thanks to our AMAZING staff team who have overcome some extraordinarily
challenging barriers, both personally and professionally, to ensure that our pupils have continued
to be able to access outstanding provision and support. I also want to extend thanks and gratitude
to all our families who have continued to support and encourage us throughout this term.
We have all been on a difficult journey, but our work is not over and we will be faced with further
challenges as we navigate our way into the future.
Continued on Page 16
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From everyone in Early Years, we want to say a huge ‘well done’ to every pupil: you have all
done such a fantastic job of rising to the challenges that have arisen this term.
We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on 4 th January 2021
Josh Connick, Head of Explorers
What a busy term we have had in Adventurers. The pupils and staff have been fantastic at coping
with all the new changes put in place and have been great at keeping safe. Well done everyone!
The children have been completing some great learning in their own ‘bubbles’ and have enjoyed
waving at each other through windows when passing by other classrooms. ‘Let’s Party’ has been
an exciting topic and the pupils have had a wonderful time learning about a range of celebrations.
Jamie has kept the children smiling with some silly assemblies she has filmed. The children have
also been testing out their technical skills during online meetings to see all their friends together
on one screen.
In Pink Class and Orange Class, the children have done a wonderful job of returning to school
following a considerable amount of time away due to a worldwide pandemic. They have adapted
amazingly to the changes around school and were excited to get back in the classroom and settle
back into school routines. The children have spent time getting to know each other.

This term, the pupils have had lots of fun exploring our ‘Let’s Party!’ topic




Explore time has kept the pupils busy this term with different opportunities and activities to
try. They relished the chance to explore a variety of celebrations within our ‘Let’s Party!’
topic including Birthdays, Bonfire Night, Diwali, Carnival and Christmas. It has been a term
full of celebrations and excitement, but our classes’ favourite was definitely Birthdays. The
children loved taking part in both Birthday sensory stories Kipper’s and then Owl’s Birthday
and very much enjoyed all the different Birthday related activities and traditions we did to
explore the celebration. However, a close second was Bonfire Night with lots of explosions
of colour and noise.
We have ended the term with an exciting finish as we lead up to Christmas. Everyone has
enjoyed exploring a range of Winter and Christmas themed activities including making
reindeer food and creating our own decorations. We have also enjoyed lots of Christmas
cookery sessions that got very messy!

We are so proud of White Class who have done some amazing teamwork and had lots of fun
this term, becoming pro archers whilst also learning about:
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Fireworks and the festival of light, Diwali, with firework
art, the story of Rama and Sita and making salt dough
lamps.
 Thanksgiving story: how people can feel differently about
the same event and playing games from the 1600s.
 Exploring the Arctic, with animal food chains, solids,
liquids and gases and Northern lights art.
White Class have been busy designing their own T-shirts,
along with some surprise gifts and cards for their friends and
families. We hope you like them!
White class would like to say thank you to both their
teachers, Charlotte and Maria. Charlotte has an exciting new
job and leaves us at Christmas. All the best of luck in your
new job Charlotte. Maria has covered in White Class and the
pupils have loved all the exciting things they have learnt. The
pupils are excited to welcome their new teacher Lois in
January. Lois has worked at Brookfields before and has just
returned from a years’ teaching in Africa.
Sky Class have been having
great fun with the Topic Let's
Party. This term the children
have been looking at
celebrations and festivals all
over the world, such as Diwali,
Hanukkah and Thanksgiving.
The children have found out
about the stories behind them,
made and tried food that is
eaten and engaged in Art,
Writing and Maths activities.
Playing games has also been a
focus for Sky Class to practise
turn taking and good
sportsmanship. They have played
a Hanukkah Dreidel game and a
candle game which is played
during Diwali. The children did
brilliantly at taking turns and
playing by the rules. Well done for
all the hard work this term Sky
Class!
Purple Class have been busy
exploring different Celebrations
around the world using their
senses! The pupils have really
enjoyed exploring and learning.
The Key Stage 2 team wish all our families the best Winter break and hope you have an
enjoyable and restful time together with your children.
Jamie Bonewell, Head of Adventurers and all the staff in the Primary Department
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It has been fantastic to see all the pupils back at school. This term Key Stage 3
have thoroughly enjoyed having the subject specialists on a rotation, this has
meant that they have been able to experience many different activities across the term.
These lessons have included experimenting and making boats in Maths, thinking about the
planet and oceans through texts, Life Skills, Food Technology and Art to name but a few.
Key Stage 3 have also taken part in weekly virtual assemblies to help keep the inclusive and
cohesive key stage alive! All pupils and staff have enjoyed seeing each other online and taking
part in topical activities. At the beginning of December, the teachers had also planned a
Christmas around the world cross curricular day. The pupils explored traditions from other
countries and enjoyed exploring cooking and art activities.
Sutton Class have had a successful first term back.
The students have enjoyed having different
specialists working with them. They have engaged
in many different activities which have included
enterprise week, exploring texts in literacy and
cooking recipes related to our topic of ‘All at Sea’.
One of their favorite activities was spending the
week with the art specialist where they then created
a mural which is now proudly on display in the Key
Stage corridor.
It has been brilliant being back and the class have
been lucky enough to be able to access our
resource of Pangbourne House where they were
able to practice life skills such as making beds,
cleaning, as well as making themselves lunch.

Sutton class have adapted well to all the restrictions which have been
put into place but thought of some ideas of how to make things even
better. We were immensely proud to see them present their ideas via a
virtual meeting with Mr Mills.

Well done Sutton Class.

Thank you so much for your £1
donations for ‘Save the
Children’. The pupils loved
designing and wearing their TShirts.
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Madejski Class
This term in Madejski Class our topic has been ‘All at Sea’. Pupils have loved our creative
storytelling sessions with Wendy and Mark, learning the stories ‘A hole in the Ocean’ and ‘Barry
the Fish with Fingers’- all the pupils enjoyed the music and art activities.

We have started our Forest School sessions and the
pupils have played lots of different games and explored
the area. Some pupils helped put up a shelter and
enjoyed sitting in the shelter talking and playing games.
In the build up to Christmas we have been doing lots of
Christmas activities and the pupils loved putting up the
Christmas tree.
Tarrant Class have enjoyed exploring our topic ‘All at Sea’. Our
highlight this term was our Christmas cross-curricular day. The
pupils learnt all about Christmas in Belgium and enjoyed making
wreaths, gingerbread and chocolate buttons!

Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you on 4th January 2021.
Kirsty Simmonds, Head of Key Stage 3 and the Key Stage 3 Team.
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It has been an exciting term in 6th Form, with lots of
change. I am pleased to say that pupils who have moved
up from Key Stage 4 have transitioned fantastically, and
all students have settled into their classes, adapting to the
new ways of working.
This term, pupils in the 6th Form have accessed a whole
range of activities as part of their enrichment weeks. They
have relished in the opportunity of working with some of
our specialist teachers and have enjoyed the new
experiences and challenges. These weeks have been the
highlight for many pupils and have enabled students to
excel in areas of interest.
With Christmas soon approaching, we are all now
starting to feel rather festive. Pupils have been enjoying
Christmas crafts, dancing, and contests. Lots of fun and
laughter!
Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued
support, advice and contact that you make with the staff
team in the 6th Form.
May we wish you all a very merry Christmas, and we
look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form Team
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Our timetables have looked a little different this term, but we have been remarkably busy
making the most of it. Maths Enrichment Weeks have seen us tackling all sorts of challenges
with a focus on problem solving.

Sutton and Winslet designed and built paddleboats to race, which involved a lot of measuring,
timing and getting splashed! Sutton Class also explored proportion and, using Leonardo da
Vinci’s measurements, drew their own version of The Vitruvian Man.

.

Winslet class explored
finding missing
numbers and made
their own imaginative
board games.
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Columbus Class explored
shapes, money and sharing
through a variety of stories.
They shared some chocolate
chip cookies fairly and
enjoyed eating them.

Scott Class experimented
with giving instructions
about size, shape and
position, resulting in a
beautiful paper patchwork
quilt in which every
square was unique.

MacArthur and
Yattendon classes
looked at ways to
strengthen flexible
materials and built
newspaper towers,
which could withstand
weights and a hairdryer
hurricane. One tower
even touched the
ceiling! MacArthur also
took The Drinks Mat
Challenge by exploring
what would make a mat
easier to flip and catch.
No one beat the World
record, but we had fun
trying.
The students have enjoyed using their maths skills in practical ways and applied themselves to
solving all sorts of challenges.
Gilly Cummings, Head of Maths

Key Stage 3 would usually attend
swimming sessions off site but due to
COVID-19 restrictions the pupils have
been using the onsite pool. Despite
many of the pupils now being a little
too big for the size of the pool they
still enjoyed themselves.

Early Years children have
been doing some amazing
work, they are starting to
swim without swimming
aids.
Primary classes really enjoy
their trips to the pool which
is great to see. They do like
a game of water polo!

The MOVE programme has continued with Helen coordinating from a distance and all pupils
continuing to work on their individual targets. Despite the challenging circumstances it has been
great that we have been able to keep the pool open throughout this term.
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Englefield Class
Englefield class have been
working on their hand eye coordination developing their skills
in tennis, bowling and kurling.
The students took part in a
virtual Panathlon challenge
where they participated against
many other SEN schools across
the country. They also learnt
about different food and which
food groups they were part of.
The students enjoyed making
some healthy frozen yoghurt
snacks to promote healthy
eating. Englefield class love to
be active at school and
participated in all the activities
this term with great enthusiasm!

The Hub – Sharman Class
The students have participated in
rebound sessions where they have
enjoyed the experience of being
bounced. They have worked on
their physio targets such as holding
their heads up, sitting/laying on a
ball, standing with support. The hub
pupils also really enjoyed the
obstacle course where they had to
weave in and out of cones, knock
over some skittles with a big ball,
go through a parachute tunnel,
throw the beanbags and cross the
finish line. There was also another
activity this term which the pupils in
the hub engaged well with. The
pupils lay or sat on the scooter
boards all joined together and
moved around the hall in different
ways in time with the music.
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Livingstone Class
The students from Livingstone
Class have been on the
trampoline this term for their
Rebound Therapy sessions.
Many of the pupils in the class
enjoy being on the trampoline
and have progressed through
the Winstrada assessment.
As we have had more time with
the pupils across the week we
have been able to spend much
more time developing their
confidence, communication and
interaction
skills
on
the
trampoline.

Tarrant Class
Tarrant have loved
doing
PE,
they
engaged
well
with
many of the activities
across the week. They
had a go at Archery,
they were good at
aiming for the targets
and
shooting
the
arrows from the bows
with support. The group
really
enjoyed
the
outdoor treasure hunt
where they had to find
different PE equipment
ending the hunt in the
hall where they played
different games with the
equipment they had
found.
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Winslet Class
The pupils really enjoyed
participating in their PE
week. They were engaged
and loved being active. The
Winslet pupils had a go at
bowling, kurling, rebound,
archery, team games and
their
favourite
activity
football. They also enjoyed
learning
about
healthy
eating and were good at
making a healthy lunchbox.

Yattendon Class
The students have loved
being active this term and
engaged well with the
sports and activities we
delivered. Their favourite
part of their PE week was
playing “extreme tag” where
they had to jump over
obstacles to get away from
the tagger. They also
enjoyed cycling, rugby,
orienteering and learning
team sports such as
handball and bench ball.
We look forward to welcoming the pupils back to school on Monday 4th January 2021.
Tor Carter, Head of PE and Karen Withers, Swimming Instructor
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Brookfields School now has an Instagram account for our pupils'
artwork. It can be found by searching
‘brookfieldsart’
https://www.instagram.com/brookfieldsart/
Heather Beeney, Qualified Teacher of the Deaf / Art Teacher

Support for families during the holiday.
Ashley Sayer, Family Support Worker, is on call
for advice and support during some of the
Christmas holiday.
Please feel you can contact Ashley to discuss
problems during the holiday. However, if your
child is displaying seriously challenging
behaviours and someone is at risk, you must
contact the police.

Advice and support from
Brookfields staff
Ashley Sayer
Family Support Worker
0759 4421 908
Emergency at home
Call 999 if someone is at risk
Call the police on 101 for their help
Out of hours Duty Social Worker
01344 786543

You can call 999 in an emergency or dial 101.
On that number you will talk to the police directly.
They will discuss with you the best course of
action.
The ABSS Team wish you all a safe Christmas. We look forward to supporting you in 2021.
James Gearing, Head of the Autism Behavioural Support Service

Thanks to the parents and staff who attended the PTA AGM last month.
Charlotte Wilshire is stepping down as the PTA Secretary. Thank you to
Charlotte for the excellent work you have done for the PTA. I’m pleased
to say that Charlotte will continue to support the PTA. I would like to
introduce Michelle Belcher to you who has taken the position as PTA
Secretary and Trustee. Michelle has a son in Year 5, and is a new
parent within the school. Kellie Wilson has taken a role as Trustee and is
a Grandad within the school, his grandson is in Year 7. We will look
forward to working with Michelle and Kellie going forward into the coming
year.
Thank you to those of you who bought raffle tickets. The raffle was
drawn on 14/12/20 and all the lucky winners were notified by phone by
the office staff. Congratulations to all winners. From the raffle ticket sales
this year a fabulous £676.46, was raised, which has gone towards the
children's Christmas treats. We also supported ‘Paint a Christmas TShirt’, which was a lovely activity for the children to be involved in whilst
at school.
May I wish you a very safe and Merry Christmas.
With kindest wishes,
Sam Clarke, Chair, Brookfields PTA
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Farewell and thanks to two long serving Governors
The Governing Body will say farewell to two of our longest serving Governors at the end of
term.
Chris Manning has been a parent Governor and Chair of Governors for 15 years and has been
exemplary in helping the School and Governing Body move forward, bringing a wealth of
expertise to the role.
Anne Rothon has been a Governor for 6 years and has worked with Senior Leaders as the
Safeguarding Governor for 3 of those years.
Governors will be making a presentation to both Chris and Anne as soon as it is possible.
Our thanks to Chris and Anne for all their time, hard work and support over their term of office.
Welcome to a new member of the Governing Board
We are delighted to announce that Richard Clarke has joined the Governing
Board as a Parent Governor.
Richard brings a vast range of commercial experience to the Governing
Board.
On behalf of the Governing Body, we would like to wish all Brookfields School staff, pupils and
their families a peaceful Christmas time and a Happy New Year.
Thank you to all staff for their hard work this term.
Anne Murdoch and Stephen Flint, Co-Chairs of the Governing Board.

Remap is a charity that helps disabled people of all ages to live more
independent lives. Our network of skilled volunteers design and
custom-make equipment free of charge. We design and custom-make
equipment to help disabled people live more independent lives. This includes mobility, help in
the home, managing personal care, enjoying sports and hobbies and much more. All our work
is carried out and checked by expert engineers,
carpenters, technicians and occupational
therapists. We help to improve quality of life and
increase independence for disabled people of all
ages, providing solutions to everyday problems
when there is nothing commercially available.
Our help is provided free of charge because we
are a charity.
https://www.remap.org.uk/
email: data@remap.org.uk Tel: 01732 760209
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These forums are for you: the parent/carer of a child with an
additional or special need and or disability, to voice your
opinion on what you would like for your child.





WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need.
WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how
frustrating all of this can be!
We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the
Local authority and the Department of Education, so have a
valid voice, and one that is listened to.
Will keep you up to date with SEND information, and how we
can change things for the better!

The forums aim to support parents/carers to participate and have a
voice in how services for disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered
locally. You can give as much or as little time as you want to, we are all parent carers of special
needs children too and appreciate how hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes.
Contact us now, we value your call. We are here for you and your family.
West Berks:Phone: 07860 942280
email: info@westberksparentcarerforum
Facebook: www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
Reading:Website: http://www.readingfamiliesforum.co.uk/
Phone: 07516 185380
email: fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com
Come and chat to WBPCF and RFF
Representatives
and other Brookfields parents/carers
at the VIRTUAL Coffee Mornings
10.00am - 11.00am

West Berks Parent Carer Forum in collaboration with Reading Families Forum
and Brookfields School are hosting Brookfields Virtual Coffee Mornings,
on Zoom!
Please do join our next Virtual Coffee Morning on
Wednesday 20th January 2021 10am – 11am
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Thank you to Kerrie Byers (6th
Form Team Leader) and Darren
Cunliffe (Site Manager) for
masterminding a wonderful
project to provide Christmas
Boxes to some Brookfields
families. Thank you also to the
many staff who generously
donated food and other items to
fill the hampers. A special thanks
to Kerrie’s husband, Paul, for
helping to pack and deliver the
hampers. Thank you also to
Rodger Hammond (School Bus
Driver) for delivering further
hampers this week. Well done to
all who supported this caring
idea and thank you to everyone
involved.
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I want to take this opportunity to remind you that should you need to report a positive COVID19
test, please use our dedicated email address:COVID19Notification@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
1. For the first 6 days from 14th December, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for
coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in
school, we have been asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising selfisolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school.
2. Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, there is no need to
inform us. Parents, carers and staff must follow contact tracing instructions provided by
NHS Test and Trace.
We wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New
th
Year. Remember…..….the term starts on Monday 4 January 2021.

Brandon Mills
Head Teacher
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