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Our priority has been and will always be the safety and wellbeing of our pupils, their families, 
our staff and the wider community. We introduced a range of measures to make our school as 
COVID secure as possible but with the knowledge that we cannot fully eliminate the risk. This 
could not have been achieved without the support, understanding, cooperation and 
encouragement from our families and staff team, all of whom have had to make so many 
sacrifices. Your patience over the last year has been immeasurable and we are truly grateful for 
your cooperation. I am pleased to report that at the time of writing this newsletter, we have had 
no positive cases reported! 
You will no doubt have heard/read Gavin Williamson’s statement in the Commons about the 
implications of Step 4 for schools and settings. The basic position is that existing arrangements 
should continue until the end of term. There has been a clear acknowledgement however, that 
bubbles and self-isolating are now starting to cause too much disruption to pupils’ lives and 
education. The government has stated that face coverings and social distancing will be scrapped 
from September, with contact tracing transferring to the NHS Test and Trace system. With 
regard to the latter, schools are being expected to fulfil their contact tracing responsibilities up 
to Step 4. While testing is not required over the summer, there is an expectation that one off 
initial testing will be required in secondary settings at the start of term.  
However, before we can fully understand what the impactions of Step 4 might be on our school, 
we need to await further guidance and information, which hopefully will come soon and not be 
contradictory! We will be publishing revised protocols for next academic year once the guidance 
for special schools has been finalised. 
There continues to be a growing demand for places at Brookfields School and we continue to 
be oversubscribed. As a school, we are allocated 218 places. This year we have 228 pupils on 
role and from September we will have 241 pupils on role. We are looking forward to welcoming 
26 pupils and their families in September. This year we have been able to offer COVID safe 
transition visits to the school in preparation for pupils joining us and for pupils transferring from 
the Primary to the Secondary School. As well as new pupils and families, we are also looking 
forward to welcoming 6 new members of staff to Brookfields.  At the end of every academic year, 
we have to say goodbye to some pupils as well as some staff. This year we have 16 students 
who will either be continuing their learning at FE College, entering the world of work, or starting 
a Supported Internship. We wish everyone the best of luck in their new adventures. 
 

 

Dear Friends and Families, 
As we prepare this newsletter and reflect on the last academic year, we were 
yet again, faced with more challenges. We have all had to make significant 
changes to the way we live our lives, as we have done to the way in which 
we have had to run Brookfields. We must not underestimate the cumulative 
and profound affect the stresses of the pandemic has placed on us all, 
whether professionally or personally. 
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We also have to say goodbye to a number of staff. After 23 years of teaching, Jane Holloway will 
be retiring to spend more time with her family and grandchildren. Having gained a degree in 
English, Jane then went on to train as an English teacher and taught English in a number of local 
secondary schools before joining Brookfields in 2008. Throughout her teaching career, Jane has 
shared her passion for literature with many students, igniting their imaginations and thinking. 
Jane has had a positive impact on many young people’s lives as they have prepared for life after 
school, encouraging and supporting their dreams. We are going to miss Jane very much.  
A school cannot operate without a successful ‘back stage team’ and Jackie Davies has been a 
member of our Admin Team for the last 21 years. Jackie has been responsible for many of the 
essential hidden tasks and jobs - we know that without Jackie’s eye for detail, we would have 
come unstuck! We are going to miss Jackie very much and wish her well on her retirement. 
After 5 years with us, Maddy Bromwich will be leaving to start a new teaching role at a special 
school in Hertfordshire. During her time at Brookfields, Maddy has taught in our Primary and 
Secondary schools and has been the lead for PSHE and SRE. We also say goodbye to Lois 
Clarke who is one of our Key Stage 2 teachers. Lois joined the school as a TA and then enrolled 
on our ITT programme to train as a special needs teacher. Shortly after graduating, Lois left us 
to teach in Zambia. However, Lois could not keep away and came back to Brookfields having 
completed her work abroad. Lois will be leaving us to continue her career at Addington School. 
We will be bidding Sarah House “kia ora” as she will be moving to New Zealand with her family. 
Sarah has taught in our Secondary school and we wish her and her family well. Many of you will 
have worked with Marnie Osborn, our Autism Support Worker, who joined the school in 2010. 
Marnie has decided to retire to spend more time with her family and grandchildren. I know that 
you will join me in wishing Marnie the best of luck in her retirement and to thank her for her 
dedication, commitment and support she has given to pupils and their families. I am pleased to 
let you know that we have appointed Carly Bennellick as an additional Family Support Worker. 
Carly is currently a TA at Brookfields and will be working with families from September. We also 
have to say goodbye to Rosemary Tomas who has worked at the school for 18 years with pupils 
and young people who have required a high level of care and support. Many families and staff 
will miss Rosemary’s unflappable nature and understanding. We will also be saying goodbye to 
4 classroom support staff; Josh and Elenie who will be leaving us to train as teachers; Jackie and 
Sudha who are relocating or moving with their families. Thank you for your hard work and 
dedication – we will miss you all. James Gearing, Head of Autism Behaviour Support Service 
(ABSS) is on adoption leave. In James’ absence, our Therapeutic Thinking team will be covering 
all aspects of behaviour support. A letter introducing the team will follow in September. 
We will also being saying thank you and goodbye to one of our longstanding governors, Stephen 
Flint who will be stepping down as a school governor. Stephen joined the Governing Board in 
2008 and over that time, he has given our school dedication, support, challenge and 
encouragement. Stephen has held many positions within the governing board, all of which he 
has executed with professionalism and insight. Working in partnership with governors and school 
staff, he has helped steer and navigate our community through some challenging and difficult 
times, but equally has celebrated the achievements we have made. Thank you Stephen – you 
will always be part of our Brookfields Family, as will your family. 
I want to take this opportunity to extend a heartfelt and sincere thank you to you all.  Our families, 
our pupils, our whole staff team, our governors, the West Berkshire team and our partners have 
all offered amazing support, flexibility, patience, encouragement and creativity during this time. 
Each of you have shown dedication and commitment to all our pupils and school community – 
thank you. What will come our way next academic year is unclear. However, our ambition, drive 
and commitment is clear - our resolve to do our very best for our all our pupils and families grows 
ever stronger. Together we have been stronger! 
 
 
Brandon Mills  
Head Teacher 
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From everyone in Early Years, we want to say a huge ‘well done’ to every pupil: you have all 
done such a fantastic job of rising to the challenges that have arisen this academic year. We are 
looking forward to welcoming the new pupils joining Explorers in September. 
Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued support, advice and contact that you make 

with the staff team. We look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 2nd September 2021. 

Josh Connick, Head of Primary Explorers  

This year pupils have shown resilience and courage in accepting the changes that have taken 
place in the wider world. Well done to each of them, we are so incredibly proud of them all. 
 
White Class have been working hard on their teamwork, friendships and 
cooperation skills. We have had a big focus on listening to all members of 
the group and fair turn taking. The pupils enjoyed a topic on money and 
had lots of opportunities for role-play to practice applying their knowledge. 
In PE the children have really enjoyed tennis lessons, building up from 
skills to completing mini rallies. The pupils have been experimenting with 
lots of different styles of art including abstract! 

Sky Class looked at Teeny Tiny things at the beginning of this Summer term. The class 
focused on bees and how important they are to our world. The children planted flowers to make 
a bee garden, tasted different honey foods and made bee hotels. After half term, the pupils 
looked at people who help us and who is important. The class read the story ‘Dogger’ and 
agreed that favourite toys are very important, so we treated them to a Teddy Bear’s Picnic! The 
children did all the planning and got the food ready. It was a lot of fun! 
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Purple class have been enjoying the nice weather and our own trip to the beach! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pink class have had a wonderfully busy term learning all about ‘Teeny Tiny’ and ‘People Who 
Help Us’ topics! The children have enjoyed fairy themed activities in Explore Time sessions and 
especially liked making and decorating Fairy Cakes with colourful sprinkles. The class liked 
learning about builders and role played well when building a wall and knocking it down again. In 
other areas of learning, the pupils have taken part in the whole school Numeracy Day and have 
also visited the library. It was especially nice to explore a different part of the school again. Pink 
class have been working hard on their life skills over the last few weeks and have been making 
sure that all the class jobs are complete before the end of the day. A huge well done, Pink Class!  
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Orange Class Wow, what a busy half term we have had in Orange class, this half term pupils 
have enjoyed exploring the topic of ‘People who help us’. To do this we turned the classroom into 
a doctor’s surgery, a dental practice and a fire station so that the children could have lots of fun 
role-playing in an immersive, sensory environment. The pupils have also had the opportunity to 
experience lots of water play as the weather has improved, with the children loving having the 
opportunity to splash the adults!  
 

               
                             
 

 
 

Unfortunately, we have not been able to hold our usual transition days for our primary pupils 
who will be moving from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 in September 2021. We have also been 
unable to invite parents into each department to have a look around. Please have a look at the 
short videos we have made to help familiarise yourself with where your child will be: - 
 
https://brookfieldsschool.org/transition-videos/ 

Well done everybody! The Adventurers staff team wish you all a lovely Summer break and look 
forward to welcoming the children back to school on Thursday 2nd September 2021. 

Jamie Bonewell, Head of Primary Adventurers and all the staff team. 
 

https://brookfieldsschool.org/transition-videos/


6 

 

This term has been a fun packed one with the topic of ‘Moon Zoom’ and all things ‘Space’. The 
Key Stage 3 classes have enjoyed using their imaginations to transport them to other planets 
and explore what it might be like to visit planets through sensory experiences. As ever life skills 
have been a big priority for Key Stage 3 and all pupils have enjoyed developing their skills with 
activities such as washing their own clothes, ironing and even sewing buttons back onto shirts.  
Last week also saw the students being able to take part in a fantastic Secondary Department 
Sports Day where pupils cheered each other on and were able to celebrate success in a safe 
way. It was clear that all pupils enjoyed their time outside taking part in the activities.  
A huge highlight of the term has been our Key Stage 3 Activity Week where pupils were excited 
to be able to take part in activities related to the four elements of water, earth, fire and air. The 
activities included paddle boarding, canoeing, cooking, trips to the local cafes and lock as well 
as many fun onsite activities. The groups all took part in team building activities where they 
developed their communication and problem-solving skills. All pupils were able to access offsite 
trips which was fantastic to see. All pupils challenged themselves to try things that they have 
never done before. We were incredibly proud of all their achievements and the determination that 
the pupils showed during their Activity Week. Well done Key Stage 3! 
 
Sutton Class have had a 
wonderful final term. Pupils have 
enjoyed learning about ‘Space’. 
The class have considered 
Earth’s position in the Solar 
System and have investigated 
the moon. The students have 
enjoyed practical science, 
launching rockets and making 
moon craters. They found out 
about famous astronauts and 
animals that have been to space. 
More recently, the pupils have 
used their imagination to design 
their own planets! Sutton class 
have listened to music and have 
developed artwork and taken 
great pride in their learning journey. The Key Stage 3 Activity Week was a real highlight with 
pupils loving the experience of paddle boarding and a trip to the river. Our term has culminated 
in a trip to Basildon Park; we managed to dodge the rain and enjoyed exploring a woodland trail, 
climbing trees and had a lovely picnic together. 
Helen Canham and the Sutton Class Team  
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Tarrant Class have really enjoyed the summer term. Our highlight was 
the Key Stage 3 activity week. The pupils enjoyed canoeing on the 
Thames in Pangbourne, a trip to a café in Purley and a wide variety of 
activities onsite. The pupils took on every activity with positivity and 
enthusiasm, the Activity Week was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We wish all the pupils and families a restful and enjoyable summer holiday and we look forward 
to seeing their positivity and enthusiasm again in September.  
Emily Stark and the Tarrant Class Team 

Thank you for your on-going support. We are looking forward to welcoming all families back to 

school on 2nd September 2021. 

Kirsty Simmonds, Head of Key Stage 3 and all the Key Stage 3 staff. 

We have had a great last term in Key Stage 4. All the students have enjoyed the freedom of 
community visits, especially gaining confidence in life skills at Pangbourne House. Highlights 
have been the Eurovision Assembly, Sports Day and a thriving Car Wash! 
 
Sulham Class have been making the most of the weather and have done some art out on the 
playground. We have been on holiday through Sensory Stories, as well as perfecting our skills in 
curling and trampolining. All the students are becoming comfortable in the kitchen at Pangbourne 
House and have been working on self-occupying in a more relaxed environment.  
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Englefield Class This term our topic has been ‘My Community’. We have been able to have 
offsite visits to local shops and our life skills centre at Pangbourne House. These trips have been 
invaluable in terms of educational opportunity and lots of fun too! As a class, we have explored 
how we fit into the world around us, and the impact our actions have on others and our 
environment. We have continued to enjoy seeing friends from other Key Stages virtually and 
hope we can be reunited in September.  

 
Mapledurham Class have made the most of this last term – planning 
and setting up activities for Sports Day was a real show of initiative 
and independence. The group organised a car wash to raise money 
for pizza at Pangbourne House which went down very well! 

 
Yattendon Class have enjoyed delving into history this term learning about WW2, as well as 
revisiting the story ‘Wonder’ in an exercise in self-esteem and resilience. The students have 
developed their outdoor skills by pitching tents and have enjoyed their Live PE lessons.   

 

 
We hope you have a lovely Summer break!  
 
Rhian Jeffreys, Head of Key Stage 4 and all the Key Stage 4 Team. 
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Wow, I cannot believe how quickly this year has 
passed, and what a strange one it has been!  

I am pleased to say though that this term has seen 
some usual routines and activities taking place, much 
to the delight of the students and staff. There have 
been many successful work experience placements, 
class trips and transition visits. Students have 
amazed us with their resilience and ability to adapt to 
the ever-changing world. 

 

Some of the highlights of this 
term have been, the Car-O-
Matic Car wash event, Sports 
Day, Eurovision Assembly, 
and the long-awaited Prom.  

 

Much enjoyment has been had by all. 

 

I would like to wish our Year 14 
leavers the best of luck in their 
future destinations.  

 

You will be greatly missed but 
not forgotten! 

 

Thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support of everything we do at Brookfields. 
Hoping you and your families have a wonderful summer break. 
Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form staff. 
 

 

After a difficult start to the year, we have managed to resume some work experience with 11 
students completing their work-based placements in 5 different businesses. The placements 
allow the students to build on their skills, self-confidence, experience, and provide them with a 
meaningful insight into the types of jobs that are available. The students this year have gained 
experience in retail, catering, housekeeping, childcare, and horticulture. 
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We have also been busy working on an exciting new project called 
Brookfields Market Garden. The project aims to increase the 
employability, confidence and potential of young people with additional 
needs. Our aim is to sow and grow delicious, sustainable, nutritious, 
seasonal fruit and vegetables to sell to our staff, parents and local 
community. 

We have been working at Flint House in the Polytunnel and have 
gradually taken on more and more space as our produce continues to 
grow. Recently we presented to VISA who have agreed to donate to 
our project so we can expand the enterprise onsite at Brookfields 
hopefully with the addition of a poly tunnel and raised beds. 
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We are grateful for the ongoing support of our local business network; we have enjoyed working 
and evaluating how we can work together in this changing climate to make a real difference to 
the future lives of our students. We are always on the lookout for new businesses to collaborate 
with us. If you or someone you know would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment 
Partner’ and supporting our students work based placements then please do get in touch. 

jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  or lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

We are also looking for parent/carers volunteers to help us provide additional support for our 
students when they undertake their work-based learning experiences. We will provide training for 
you as well as extended DBS checks, which are essential for safeguarding purposes. 
Julie Grant and Lucy Bellman, Pathway to Employment  
 

 

We are delighted to have been able to resume our Independent 
Travel Training program this term and have already started to see 
amazing results.  Brookfields’ Travel Training course gives our 
students the opportunity to develop the skills required, and the 
confidence needed, to be able to travel independently using public 
transport.  Students work on a 1 to 1 basis with their trainer, 
practicing all aspects of travel – including planning and preparation, 
travel safety and problem solving.  
Since re-commencing the program, we have had 2 students who 
have practiced the journey to and from a work experience placement, 
and who are both now able to make the journey independently.  
Another student has also made his first ever journey on a bus 
independently, which is fantastic!  
 
For more information about Brookfields School Travel Training, please contact me at 
cgingell@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  
Cathy Gingell, Preparation for Adulthood / Travel Training 
 

 

This year has been a challenge to support students on to their next destinations due to Covid 
restrictions. However, with families and pupils determined to make the right choices for their 
futures, our leavers have been able to research, attend virtual meetings and make informed 
decisions about their next destinations. We have some pupils moving on to Reading College, 
Newbury College and Henley College and some pupils have been accepted on to Route to 
Recruit, an internship program. Transitions with some Colleges have been able to happen, 
meaning that pupils have visited their future destinations and have met their Tutors.  
 
Preparations are already underway for our Year 13 students to start thinking about future 
destinations, with 1:1 meetings with families and the Employment Pathway team taking place 
already. Our hope is to encourage students and families to start thinking about future pathways 
earlier which enables the right decisions to be made for each pupil. 
 
If you would like some information about future options for your young person please get in 
touch.  
cbrueton@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
Ceri Brueton, Careers and Transition Lead 14-19.  
 
 
 

mailto:jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:cgingell@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:cbrueton@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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We have had a busy summer term learning in different 
ways and keeping safe.  Many students have been 
working with money this term and some have been 
learning financial awareness as cash is being used less 
and less. We celebrated National Numeracy Day last 
month by exploring maths ideas through rhymes and 
stories.  Many pupils dressed for the occasion in 
numbered sports shirts, spots and stripes!  There were 
many great activities going on including a spider 
football team, missing birds that needed to be found, 
Lego brick constructions, bean-bag target practise and 
digging in the sand! 

We are looking forward to welcoming the pupils back 

on 2nd September 2021. 

Gilly Cummings, Head of Numeracy 
 

 

This year we say a fond farewell to our Initial Teacher Training Programme run in conjunction 
with the Berkshire Teaching Alliance. We are proud to think that we have trained nearly 100 new 
teachers through the programme and I am indebted to Theale Primary, Denefield and Addington 
for their support over the past 5 years. A huge thankyou to Brookfields Mentors, Kathryn Sykes 
and Megan Brown and also the staff who have given so generously of their own time to create 
high quality training for the trainees - it has been so much appreciated.  
 
To the BTA class of 2021 CONGRATULATIONS!! Despite the challenges of the past 18months, 
you did it! Good Luck!  
 
Finally huge thanks to Helen Canham for managing the programme so effectively for the past 2 

years. We could not have done this without you Helen. 

Catherine Bernie, Deputy Head 

 

We are incredibly grateful to 
Project Linus UK for their hours of work and 
continued support through the donation of 
absolutely beautiful quilts for all pupils at 
Brookfields who would like them.  
The quilts have given enormous pleasure as well 
as comfort to many pupils already, and we are sure 
that they will continue to do so. We are also grateful 
to Lillian King who is the local co-ordinator who has 
hand delivered the quilts. 
Project Linus UK is a volunteer organisation.  
For further information please see their website:-  
https://projectlinusuk.org.uk/ 
 
Catherine Bernie, Deputy Head 

https://projectlinusuk.org.uk/
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It has been wonderful to see so 
many pupils from the secondary 
school continuing with the ‘Daily 
Mile’ PE activity onsite. The students 
have used the Brookfields School 
track at their timetabled slot to avoid 
mixing ‘bubbles’. All classes have 
been out on the track come rain or 
shine walking, riding or running. 
There are also some students and 
staff that walk a mile during their 
lunch time break whilst catching up 
with each other.  

 

 

Amelia has been walking in her pacer around the track. She 
is finding walking much more enjoyable and is managing to 
walk much further than at the beginning of the year. She 
has been working towards completing a marathon! She has 
now completed 80 Laps of the track which is the equivalent 
of 16 miles! Amazing work Amelia! Keep it up!  

 

Key Stage 3 had an activity 
week where all the pupils came 
off timetable and participated in 
many fun PE activities onsite 
and offsite. I organised paddle 
boarding and canoeing for the 
students to participate in. The 
paddle boarding took place on 
a lake in Burghfield at The 
Andrew Simpson Centre. 
Pupils were provided with 
wetsuits and life jackets and 
had the opportunity to try a 
completely new activity.  

Most of the pupils were a little nervous and apprehensive to begin with, but after giving it a go 
and gaining some confidence they started to relax and many of the pupils managed to stand up 
on the paddleboards! Some pupils fell off their boards, but it was great to see them pull 
themselves up out of the water and onto their boards to try again. This activity really did build 
resilience and determination! Some pupils just wanted to jump in the water and have a swim! 
Swimming in the lake was very therapeutic and many of the pupils enjoyed it!  
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During the Key Stage 3 Activity Week Tarrant 
class went canoeing down the river Thames at 
Pangbourne. All the students got into a canoe and 
paddled up and down the river. The students also 
had an opportunity to paddle in the stream where 
some of the pupils took their shoes and socks off 
to put their feet into the water. The pupils all had 
a lovely time on the water.  

 

 

I was so impressed with everyone for having a go 
at a new water sport and giving it their all!  

 

Well done Key Stage 3! 
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The Sports Days held at Brookfields School were a huge 
success! Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions and 
guidelines we were unable to invite parents and carers 
onsite to attend our Sports Days this year. To adhere to 
the government guidelines, we had to split Primary and 
Secondary onto two separate days.  

The Primary Sports Day was held on Thursday 1st July 
and began with the pupils from Sky class and White class 
using their relay race skills. The pupils from Pink, Orange 
and Purple classes tried out their throwing skills and had 
great fun with their egg and spoon racing!  

Early Years set up different sensory activities on the field. It 
was fantastic to see everyone on the field in their safely 
sectioned areas at their allocated time slots throughout the 
day.  

Many of the pupils from the Primary Department really 
appreciated the huge space they could run in! Some of the 
children didn’t even know we had a field! In the afternoon all 
the pupils came back to the field to participate in the many 
races!  The children were determined to participate in as 
many races as possible.  

I think the “Big Ball Race” was definitely a winner!  

Well done to all Primary pupils! 

Friday 2nd July was the Secondary school’s turn! The students practiced and developed their 
skills all morning. There were a wide range of activities - archery, football, dodgeball, parachute 
games, water races, climbing – the list could go on! Plenty of smiles and laughter from everyone 
along with some great dancing to the music that was playing on the field.  

 



16 

 

After lunch we invited The Hub to participate in the Sensory 
Race where the students and staff raced through the 
bubbles, in and out of the cones, across the bubble wrap, 
under the parachute, through the tunnel and water 
sprayers, onto the finish line!  

The other Secondary classes 
cheered them on (from a safe 
distance.) Some of the older 
students helped to set up and 
lead the stations!  

 

It was then onto the final races for the Secondary School. All pupils had great fun racing and 
cheering on their friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVERYONE was a winner at both Sports Days! Well done to all! 

Tor Carter, Head of PE  
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In May 2021 Paula Radcliffe set Berkshire schools a challenge to 
complete 2 hours and 15 minutes of physical activity. Brookfields 
pupils and families worked together to achieve the goal! Brookfields 
won the competition for SEN schools and the prize was a Smart 
Watch. Paula joined a Brookfields virtual assembly and took part in 
some great challenges! Brookfields Parent Teacher Association (PTA) decided to hold a PE raffle 
for the Smart Watch, a £20 Amazon Voucher, a signed football and other prizes. The raffle raised 
£308.61!! Thank you to all of you who kindly bought raffle tickets. Thank you to those of you who 
gave us additional raffle prizes. The money raised will go to the PE department to buy some new 
equipment. 
Many thanks for all your support. 
Tor Carter, Head of PE 
 

 

It has been a challenging year for fundraising as the majority of funders switched their focus to 
supporting Covid-19 projects. However, we are incredibly grateful to The Greenham Trust for a 
grant of £13,380 to purchase laptops to support pupils with home learning.  We are also grateful 
to Get Berkshire Active for a grant of £5,177.90 which will be used to service the hoists in the 
pool and purchase new plastic benches for the changing rooms and giant floats for the pool. 
As well as applying for grants, we are trying to maximise income from Amazon Smile.  So far we 
have raised over £300 this way, so if you are a regular Amazon shopper, please sign up for 
Amazon Smile and nominate The Brookfields School Association as your charity.  It doesn’t cost 
anything and the PTA earns 0.5% of all eligible purchases. Thank you for your support. 

 

Key Stage 3 were delighted to receive 
a specially adapted trike from the team 
at the Silvers Workshop in Reading. 
The team rebuilt and repainted an old 
bike and it is now in daily use by pupils 
in Key Stage 3. The Silvers Workshop 
has been supporting the school in a 
number of different ways, initially 
through the Enterprise Scheme but 
now with other projects in the school. 
Peter, Tony, Kevin and Mike came into 
school on Wednesday 14th July to see 
the trike in action. Jayden and John 
were delighted to put it through its 
paces. 
We are very grateful to the whole team at The Silvers Workshop for their ongoing support for the 
school. The Silvers Workshop is a local charity, affiliated to the UK Men’s Shed Association, of 
which there are 600 in the country.  Their aim is to combat loneliness and social isolation arising 
as a result of age and / or disability by providing and maintaining a workshop where older men 
can meet and engage in practical activities and social interaction together.  They provide a fully 
equipped wood and metalwork workshop where members offer and develop their skills in a 
number of ways, engage their practical and artistic creativeness whilst socialising and having fun. 
The workshop is currently in search of a new home so if any of you could suggest any potential 
premises they would be delighted to hear from you. 
Charlotte Wilshire, Fund Raiser cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

mailto:cwilshire@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk


18 

 

 

It has been a busy year for governors with meetings taking place as normal, albeit virtually rather 
than in person. The Governing Board would like to thank the team at Brookfields for the 
outstanding work that has been done throughout the year. The team has had to adapt constantly 
to provide the best education for pupils under these very difficult circumstances. We would also 
like to thank the parents who volunteered to help in our testing centre when we had to test 
members of staff in school. It was a superhuman effort to get everything up and running in a short 
space of time. We are incredibly grateful for all the help we received. 
 
We have had a few changes to the Governing Board throughout the academic year: - 
  
Chris Manning (Parent Governor) left the board after 15 years of service. During this time Chris 
filled a variety of different roles, including Chair of Governors. Chris’s role was taken over by our 
new Parent Governor, Richard Clarke.  Richard has a daughter at Brookfields and brings a wealth 
of commercial experience to the role. 
Anne Rothon, our former Safeguarding Governor, also stepped down after supporting the school 
for 5 years.  Her role of Safeguarding Governor has been taken on by Dr Tom Loucas. We are 
still looking for a replacement on the Governing Board for Anne. 
Stephen Flint, our Co-Chair of Governors and Parent Governor will be standing down at the end 
of term after 13 years of service. During Stephen’s time at Brookfields he has led the Finance 
Standards Committee and has been Co-Chair of the Governing Board. We will be looking for a 
new Parent Governor to take Stephen’s place and more information will follow by email. 
We are all very grateful for Chris, Stephen and Anne for their contribution to Brookfields School 
over the years. 
The Governing Board of Brookfields School 

Support for families during the holiday. 

Ashley Sayer, Family Support Worker, is on call 
for advice and support during the Summer 
holiday from Monday to Friday between 10am to 
4pm on 0751 624 1989.  
 
Please feel you can contact Ashley to discuss 
problems during the holiday. However, if your 
child is displaying seriously challenging 
behaviours and someone is at risk, you must 
contact the police.  
 
You can call 999 in an emergency, or dial 101. 
On that number you will talk to the police directly. 
They will discuss with you the best course of 
action. 
 

Advice and support from 

Brookfields staff  

Ashley Sayer 

Family Support Worker 

0751 624 1989 
Monday to Friday 

10am – 4pm 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 
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These forums are for you: the parent/carer of a child with an additional or 
special need and or disability, to voice your opinion on what you would 
like for your child. 
  

 WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need. 

 WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating all 
of this can be! 

 We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local 
authority and the Department of Education, so have a valid voice, 
and one that is listened to. 

 Will keep you up to date with SEND information, and how we can 
change things for the better! 

The forums aim to support parents/carers to participate and have a voice in how services for 
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally. You can give as much or 
as little time as you want to, we are all parent carers of special needs children too and appreciate 
how hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes. Contact us now, we value your call. 
We are here for you and your family. 
West Berks:- 
Phone: 07860 942280                             email: info@westberksparentcarerforum 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum 
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/ 
Reading:- 
Website: http://www.readingfamiliesforum.co.uk/ 
Phone: 07516 185380    
email:  fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com 

 

To order Brookfields School uniform: -  
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/brookfields 
 

 

Please make sure the mobile number and email 
address we hold for you are always up to date. You 
can check and change these details by sending an 
email to:- office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

You can also download the School Gateway App   
Apple iPhone users, download the app 
here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload 
Android phone users, download the app 
here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload 
Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact 
information we have, so please make sure the mobile number and email 
address we hold for you are correct.  
If you have any questions or would like some more information, please 
see the School Gateway site here: https://schoolgateway.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
mailto:email:%20%20fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com
mailto:email:%20%20fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/brookfields
mailto:office@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/
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We have appointed ‘Dolce Schools Catering’ to supply school dinners for 
Brookfields School  https://www.dolce.co.uk/parents/ 

For your child to have school meals from 2nd September 2021 you will 
need a SchoolGrid account.  

If your child is in Key stage 1 (Reception, Year 1, Year 2) they will receive a 
Universal free meal each day. This will automatically be set up on your 
SchoolGrid account as free. If your child is already eligible for Free School 
Meals this will also be set up on your account. The cost of a school meal from 
Year 3 to Year 14 will continue to be £2.50 per day and payments must be 
made online.  

Dolce will be the catering provider. https://www.dolce.co.uk/parents/ If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact Dolce Customer Care on 01942 707709 or by email to 
customercare@dolce.co.uk 

SchoolGrid is the Software provider used by Dolce. If you experience any technical issues with 
access to SchoolGrid please contact 01506 300310 or email support@schoolgrid.co.uk 

Brookfields School Term Dates 2021 / 2022 
 

 

Term 1 

 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 – Thursday 21st October 2021 

 

36 days 

Holiday 22/10/21 – 29/10/21  

Term 2 Monday 1st November 2021 – Friday 17th December 2021 35 days 

Holiday  20/12/21 – 04/01/22  

Term 3 Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Friday 18th February 2022 33 days 

Holiday 21/02/22 – 25/02/22  

Term 4 Monday 28th February 2022 – Thursday 7th April 2022 29 days 

Holiday 08/04/22 – 22/04/22  

Term 5 Monday 25th April 2022 – Thursday 26th May 2022 23 days 

Holiday 27/05/22 – 03/06/22  

Term 6 Monday 6th June 2022 – Thursday 21st July 2022 34 days 

Total  190 days  
 

Public Holidays 2021 - 2022 

25th December 2021 Christmas Day 

26th December 2021 Boxing Day  

1st January 2022 New Year’s Day  

3rd January 2022 New Year’s Day Holiday 

15th April 2022 Good Friday 

18th April 2022 Easter Monday 

2nd May 2022 Early May Bank Holiday  

2nd June 2022 Late Spring Bank Holiday 

3rd June 2022 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
 

https://www.dolce.co.uk/parents/
https://www.dolce.co.uk/parents/
mailto:customercare@dolce.co.uk
mailto:support@schoolgrid.co.uk
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