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Dear Families and Friends, 
Christmas at Brookfields School is always an exciting time of year and as the decorations start to 
emerge, the timetable of special Christmas activities and events are finalised.  
This time last year, was a very different run up to the Christmas break for all of us – due to 
outbreaks of COVID across the school, we had to close different parts of the school in an attempt 
to reduce and minimise the transmission of the virus. 
Thankfully, this term has been very different as we have only had 22 positive cases reported, 
whereas this time last year, we had had 44 cases over the term. The government have announced 
their ‘Plan B’ but at the moment, there is very little new advice for schools over and above which 
we already have in place at Brookfields. Thank you to everyone for working with us as we try and 
reduce the risk to our school community from the transmission of the virus – we know it is not easy 
and a challenge but we have to keep pupils, families, staff and the wider community as safe as 
possible, particularly at this time of year. 
If your child tests positive between 1.00pm on Friday 17th December to midnight on the 19th 
December, can you please report this to us using the following email address: 
covid19notification@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
The government have advised that Secondary aged pupils be ‘tested on site when they return to 
school after the Christmas break’. As we do not do onsite testing of pupils, I would strongly 
encourage you to carry out an LFT on your child at home, if able to, before their return to school. 
In this newsletter, you will read about the activities and opportunities the pupils from across the 
school have been involved in this term. This is only a very small snap shot of the exciting projects 
staff and pupils have engaged with, and the busy time that everyone has had. As always, there 
have been many highlights and as I reflect on them, it is hard to choose from them, whether it be 
the successes and achievements of an individual or a group of pupils or those of our wonderful, 
dedicated and hardworking staff team. 
At the start of the term, we welcomed 18 new pupils and families to Brookfields, all of whom have 
settled well, despite the restrictions which had to be put in place due to COVID. We have also 
welcomed Abbie, Linda, Kirsty, Sophia, Mawgan, Emma, Rhalina, Rachel, Jack and Assumpta to 
the Brookfields family. We also welcomed four new governors to the Governing Board. Shaun 
Polley brings with him a wide range of skills and knowledge, particularly in the field of safeguarding; 
Dawn Spencer and Christine McLean are our new parent governors and Megan Brown, is our new 
staff governor. 
We have had some internal vacancies this term, which we have been able to appoint to - Maurice 
George is now Acting Deputy Head Teacher and Josh Connick is now Acting Assistant Head 
Teacher. Fay Bjornstad has been appointed as Acting Head of Early Years. Carly Bennellick, has 
been appointed as a Family Support Worker, and joins Ashley Sayer (Senior Family Support 
Worker). I am sure you will join me in welcoming everyone and wishing them well in their new roles 
at Brookfields. 
As always, it is time to say goodbye and thank you to members of the team who will be leaving us. 
Holly (Teacher) will be leaving us to join a different school in the New Year. Ellie (SSTA) will also 
be leaving us to work fulltime with Make Sense Theatre Company https://makesensetheatre.com/ 

Continued on page 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:covid19notification@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
https://makesensetheatre.com/


 

2 

 

  

Explorers have hit the ground running this September, as is our way every September! We have 
welcomed 18 new pupils and families to the Brookfields family and everyone has made an 
excellent start. This term is always about getting settled into life at school, whether you are new 
and learning the routines or established and trying to remember them! Although we haven't yet 
been able to invite families into our department, it's been a pleasure meeting you all and we are 
looking forward to getting to know you better as the year progresses.

 
Latterly this term, we have also re-established our main curriculum delivery focus - Explore 
Time. This is a huge step in Explorers given its restriction over lockdown, and it means our 
pupils are able to discover learning opportunities under their own steam and in their own time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We hope you all have an enjoyable break, however busy the festive period can get, and look 
forward to seeing you all again very soon. 
 
Josh Connick, Head of Explorers and all the staff in the Early Years Department 
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Sky Class have had lots of fun with the Sweet Dreams Topic this term! The pupils started by looking at 
‘The BFG’ (The Big Friendly Giant) and one of their favourite things was making ‘Frobscottle’. The class 
then read ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ and discovered all the different ways that the dark can 
be fun, rather than scary. Other books have been, ‘The Way Back Home’, ‘Ten in The Bed and Ten Out 
of Bed’. These books have been used to help work on friendships within class; sharing resources and 
taking turns when playing games. Sensory and messy play have been some of Sky Class's favourite 
ways to do this and the children have had a great time!  

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Class have really enjoyed their learning for 
the ‘Sweet Dreams’ topic. They started off by 
learning all about ‘The BFG’ who left an awful mess 
in our classroom. For this topic, they made dream 
catchers, Snozzcumber smoothies and Frobscottle 
(which tasted scrumptious). The pupils have also 
been working on building relationships which has 
included playing different games. All the children 
have become very good at turn taking and 
congratulating each other. White Class have also 
been applying their skill of counting, focusing on how 
to use and spend money. In class, they have had fun 
running a daily snack shop where they can spend 
pennies to buy a snack. They are given 10p each 
week and have had to learn how to budget their 
money to make it last all week. White Class have 
borrowed a working till and the children have enjoyed 
using this and giving out receipts.  

Well done, White Class!  
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“In Black Class we did hockey and real archery. We’ve been learning about ‘The BFG’. We’ve 
also been learning about Autumn, and now we’re learning about Winter. We found out about the 
post and we put our letters in a post box. We also found out about fireworks and bonfire night 
and Diwali.”  

By Aaron and Archie.  

       

  

Pink, Orange and Purple classes have had a wonderful term settling in and making some 
wonderful relationships. All the pupils have enjoyed the Sweet Dreams topic and have had the 
opportunity to learn and practise many skills.  
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Pink Class have especially loved cooking. 
Favourites included Pizza and Flapjack, but the 
ultimate favourite was making, and eating, cake! 
Pupils in Pink class have worked on all their 
cooking skills alongside their independence and 
instruction following skills in these sessions.  

Orange Class have enjoyed their sensory 
exploration sessions and have had the chance 
to test out lots of different experiences. Taste is 
their favourite sense to experience! Orange 
Class have also enjoyed outdoor learning on 
their own, but also alongside other classes. They 
have worked on playing games together and 
sharing resources.  

Purple Class have loved many different stories this term; ‘The BFG’, ‘Sleeping Beauty’, ‘Ten in 
a Bed’ and ‘Room on the Broom’ have all been favourites. The pupils enjoy hearing the stories, 
acting them out and taking part in different activities to help them understand a story further.  

The Key Stage 2 team wish all our families the best Winter break and hope you have an     
enjoyable and restful time together with your children. 
Jamie Bonewell, Head of Adventurers and all the staff in the Primary Department 

Key Stage 3 have had a brilliant 
Autumn term. Pupils enjoyed their 
topic and cross curricular learning. 
Many pupils have been able to 
access the local community again 
as well as offsite swimming. Pupils 
have been enjoying having a 
cricket coach onsite on Tuesday 
lunchtimes where many have been 
able to begin to develop their understanding of a different sport. 
Pupils have also enjoyed weekly Showcases where all the classes 
get together to share in activities relating to the 5 Ways to Well-being.   
 
Well done Key Stage 3 on a fantastic start to the school year! 
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Sutton Class have had a fantastic first term. They have thoroughly 
enjoyed their topic of Magic, looking at Harry Potter and more 
recently Macbeth. The class have benefitted from the cross 
curricular approach to learning with life skills being a firm favourite 
activity with pupils tackling changing bedding, ironing and 
hoovering. Some pupils may have even ended up inside the duvet 
cover at some points! It has been brilliant to get out into the 
community and the class have loved following their shopping lists 
from home, making choices and trying to get the best value on 
items. What an amazing start to the school year. Well done Sutton!  
 

    

Madejski Class has had a very happy Autumn term. The pupils have learnt about Magical 
creatures in topic, finding out about dragons, giants, the Minotaur, the Loch Ness monster and 
most recently the Yeti!  All learning has been cross-curricular with links to literacy, Maths, Art and 
Science. We’ve had a very sporty term with swimming at the Meadway and a cricket coach 
running sessions every week in school. Our curriculum has been enriched through horticultural 
therapy and food technology sessions. Pupils have also benefitted from community visits to 

practice money handling and communication skills.  Most 
recently, we ventured to Basildon Park to enjoy the 
Christmas lights and a winter walk in the rain! We are 
immensely proud of all that Madejski has achieved this 
year! 

 
 

 Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing the 
pupils again on 5th January 2022.  

Kirsty Simmonds, Head of Key Stage 3 and the Key 
Stage 3 Team.  
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It has been an exciting term in 6th Form, with lots of 
change. I am pleased to say that pupils who have 
moved up from Key Stage 4 have transitioned 
fantastically, and all students have settled into their 
classes, adapting to new timetables and routines. The 
students have enjoyed a varied curriculum with 
enriching activities, including P.E, cooking, art, music 
and science. All alongside continued work on 
cognition, communication and life skills.  
 
 

 
 
With Christmas soon approaching, we are all now starting to feel rather festive. Students have 
been enjoying Christmas crafts, dancing and music. I’ve never seen so many Christmas jumpers! 
Thank you to all parents and carers for the continued support, advice and contact that you make 
with the staff team in the 6th Form. May we wish you all a very merry Christmas, and we  
look forward to seeing you in the New Year.    
 
Anna Beaumont, Head of 6th Form and all the 6th Form Team 
 

  

We have been busy this term supporting our Year 14 
students who will be leaving Brookfields School in July 
2022 to identify their next destinations. Many students have 
already visited local colleges to find out what is on offer in 
their area and some are looking at doing an internship. 
Some families attended a ‘Route 2 Recruit’ virtual 
information evening which talked about an internship 
programme linked with The Royal Berkshire Hospital, 
which works in partnership with Brookfields School.  
As well as supporting Year 14 students, we have also been having individual meetings with 
families and pupils in Years 11, 12 and 13. These meetings are with our Careers Lead and 
Employment Pathway Team. We aim to have a general discussion about future aspirations and 
possible work experience placements, if appropriate. These meetings aim to support pupils and 
their families to start thinking about future opportunities.  
Earlier this term, we took a group of students from Years 11, 12, 13 and 14 to visit Reading 
College to give them an idea of what a college is and what college life looks like. The visit went 
very well. A member of staff from Reading College also visited the school this term to talk to our 
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students in Years 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 about what to expect if they choose to go to college. The 
feedback from pupils was very positive.  
We will continue to explore future opportunities with our pupils and families after Christmas 
whether that is linked to Further Education, the world of work or Social Care options.   
If you would like to discuss future opportunities please email me:- 
cbrueton@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 
We look forward to seeing you in the New Year.    
Ceri Brueton, Careers and Transition Lead 14-19 
 

 

 
This term 21 students have been offsite on work experience placements at 9 different venues, 
these included 3 new placements at Shinfield View Care Home, The Museum of Rural Life, and 
Berkshire Maestros. The students have totalled an amazing 480 hours of work-based learning 
between them. These placements allow the students to build on their skills, self-confidence and 
provide them with a meaningful insight into the types of jobs that are available. The ‘Employee 
of the Month awards for this term are as follows: 
 
                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

Students have also been very busy working to expand the Brookfields 
Market Garden Enterprise. The aim is to sow and grow delicious, 
sustainable, nutritious, seasonal fruit and vegetables to sell to staff, parents 
and the local community. Students have been working at Flint House in 
Goring in the poly tunnel and have gradually taken on more and more 
space as produce continues to grow. VISA have kindly donated to the 
project so the enterprise can be developed on-site at Brookfields, hopefully 
with the addition of a poly tunnel and raised beds. 
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We also now have access to an allotment site and VISA staff spent the day volunteering for us 
on the 24th November 2021 by clearing the overgrown allotment site. 

 
On the 21st October 2021 the students joined 
staff at Flint House for The Queens Green 
Canopy where a tree was planted for the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June 
2022. Great fun was had by all. 
 
We are grateful for the ongoing support of our 
local business network; we have enjoyed 
working and evaluating how we can work 
together in this changing climate to make a 
real difference to the future lives of our 
students. We are always on the lookout for 
new businesses to collaborate with.  
 
If you, or someone you know, would be interested in becoming a ‘Pathway to Employment 
Partner’ and supporting our students work based placements then please do get in touch: - 
 
jgrant@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk        or     lbellman@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

We are also looking for parent/carer volunteers to help us provide additional support for our 
students when they undertake their work-based learning experiences. We will provide training for 
you as well as the extended DBS checks, which are essential for safeguarding purposes. 
 
Julie Grant and Lucy Bellman 
Pathway to Employment Team 
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We’ve had a busy term learning and developing our 
mathematical understanding across the school! Many classes 
throughout the school have explored money matters – everything 
from coin recognition in Black Class for example, taking orders 
and adding up the bill from a Chinese Restaurant in Sutton Class, 
to opening a bank account and planning a bedroom on a budget 
in Sulham Class and MacArthur Class.  These are all fantastic 
life skills!  
 
Students have also explored different kinds of pattern and pattern making.  Being able to 
recognise a pattern or sequence is the root of mathematical thinking.   
 
Explorers and Purple Class have investigated repeating patterns and Winslet and Fletcher 
classes have explored 3D shapes.    

In Explorers we have discovered more about the 
world around us using mathematical language 
to help us. We have climbed UP and DOWN 
play equipment and requested MORE of 
favourite rhymes or games. We’ve sung number 
songs and investigated FULL and EMPTY using 
sand and water. We are all looking forward to 
the arrival of our new Splash resources!  

 

 
In Adventurers we have used numbers and counting to support 
our explorations across the curriculum. We have explored shape 
language through block play, investigated patterns of movement 
and built our spatial awareness and problem solving during 
WALDON sessions. Solving problems including time and money 
are very exciting ways to apply our growing number skills.  
 
All our students continue to practise their counting and problem-
solving skills through all manner of interesting activities. 
 
We look forward to teaching more Maths in the Spring Term. 
 
Gilly Cummings, Head of Maths 
and  
Kathryn Sykes, Primary Maths Lead 
 
 



 

11 

 

  

It has been a busy term as pupils returned to being able to participate in face-to-face PE lessons 
again which has been fab! There have been many physical activities going on across the school 
and the pupils made the most of the mild dry weather earlier this term.  

Early Years pupils continue to be active throughout the school day. We 
have been working on physical competency and self-help skills to ensure 
the pupils have the skills to complete everyday activities such as getting 
dressed. The children have enjoyed exploring the equipment in the hall 
where they have had the opportunity to climb, jump, roll, run and skip 
independently, or with support. Some pupils in Early Years have been 
participating in regular rebound sessions which they really enjoy. The 
children have enjoyed their onsite swimming sessions and the pupils have 
made progress getting used to the pool experience including getting 
changed, entering the pool, playing with fun toys and learning new skills. 

Key Stage 2 teachers completed ‘REAL PE’ training 
and are now able to deliver high quality PE lessons 
to their classes. The pupils have been enjoying the 
sessions as have the staff! I think the game 
“popping pirates” has been a firm favourite across 
the board.  

 

 

Key Stage 3 pupils have had a cricket 
coach visiting the school site to help 
them to develop their cricket skills in 
their weekly PE lessons.  

 

2 classes in Key Stage 3 have been going to the Meadway Leisure Centre every Friday morning 
to take part in swimming lessons. The pupils have been working towards improving their 
swimming skills and have had plenty of fun doing so. One pupil in Key Stage 3 has been attending 
climbing sessions at Adventure Dolphin which have been successful.  

Key Stage 4 have enjoyed PE lessons on site. They have learnt a new game of Scooter-board 
hockey this term. The students have been trying hard to develop their hand eye co-ordination 
and balance to stay on the board. They have enjoyed learning the rules, creating tactics and 
working as a team.  

6th Form have thoroughly enjoyed many different sports 
this year. The DofE group and PE Department have 
joined together to develop their physical skills as part of 
their award. They have been working on learning a new 
sport called Scooter Board Hockey. The pupils have 
learnt the rules, tactics, teamwork and skills to play the 
game effectively. Another group in 6th Form have been 
developing their table cricket skills with a cricket coach 
in preparation for a tournament against other SEN 
schools across the country! Well done all! 
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The whole school worked together on 19th November to organise and run some activities to raise 
money for “Children in Need.” Everyone came into school in their PJs or Pudsey wear.  

Thank you to those of you who sponsored your child 
to do one of the PE activities. Pupils in the primary 
school completed the sponsored Bounceathon, whilst 
in the secondary school Key Stages 3 and 4 had great 
fun playing in a Dodgeball tournament, and 6th Form 
loved participating in some sponsored boot camp 
activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all pupils! 

The Brookfields Bake Off was a huge hit as everyone 
loved seeing Mr Small Hollywood and Mrs Prune Leith 
judging the bakes. All the cakes were sold. Thank you 
very much to everyone for making and donating cakes 
for both The Bake Off and for the Cake Sale.  

The total amount raised was an amazing 

£1,381.80p. A huge THANK YOU to everyone.  

 
While the pool was too chilly for Hydrotherapy sessions the pupils 
who would usually be working on their MOVE targets in the pool 
have been doing some yoga on land with Helen. They have 
participated so well.   

In the first half term many classes were able to access the pool to complete 
their swimming lessons daily. The swimming pool hoists were replaced thanks 
to ‘Get Berkshire Active’ funding enabling all pupils to access the pool.  

We look forward to welcoming the pupils back to school on 5th January 2022. 
Tor Carter, Head of PE and Karen Withers, Swimming Instructor 
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While James Gearing, the Head of our Autism and Behavioural Support Service is on leave we 
wanted to make sure that everyone knew how to access support at home and in school. 

                                   
For Family Support we have Ashley Sayer our Senior Family 
Support Worker and Carly Bennellick our new Family Support 
Worker. Both are available out of hours, and can support you in 
form filling or implementing programmes in the home devised in 
conjunction with you and one of the Therapeutic Support Team 
 

 
Catherine Bernie takes a lead on working with families on Sleep, toileting and 
dietary issues She will help families access external support when necessary, and 
liaises with the Educational Psychology Team, the School Nursing Team and other 
external professionals as required. Catherine also supports within school for pupils 
requiring Therapeutic Support Plans, primarily in Key Stage 3 and 6th Form. 

 
Josh Connick (Acting Assistant Head) co-ordinates our school support while 
James is on leave. He currently leads on pupil behaviour and will meet with staff 
teams to help put Therapeutic Thinking Plans in place both in Primary, and 
elsewhere in school, depending on the need. 
Photo of Sarah 
 

Sarah Strudley (Assistant Head) is our Attachment Lead and, while based in 
Primary, can support any pupils with difficulties associated with Attachment, 
across the school. Sarah is the Lead Teacher for Children in Care and is one of 
our Mental Health Lead Teachers. 
 
 

Maurice George (Acting Deputy Head) as well as starring in Assemblies, works 
with Josh, Catherine and Sarah, in supporting pupils with their behaviour in 
school. He takes a lead in Key Stage 4 and 6th Form. 

 
Tricia McAfee is our Specialist Teacher for pupils with ASD. Tricia leads the Nurture 
Base and offers 1:1 support for pupils within school. Nurture Base staff are Taylor 
Coles and Amanda Webb, our Specialist Behaviour Assistants. Tricia also manages 
the Emotional Literacy Support Assistant Team (ELSA’s): Lorraine White (6th Form), 
Julie Johnston (Key Stage 4), Laura Parker (Key Stage 3) and Joana Brevoort 
(Primary).  
 

                                                                               
 
 
 
Therapeutic Thinking is an approach brought into West Berkshire and Reading and has been 
adopted by many of the schools within the authority. It is an approach based on understanding 
the feelings of the individual which drive the behaviour, and in creating positive feelings to enable 
positive social behaviours to take place. We plan to hold information evenings for families when 
it is safe to do so in the New Year.  
On behalf of the team I hope that you all have a happy and healthy Christmas and we look forward 
to welcoming your child back to school in the New Year. 
Catherine Bernie, Deputy Head 

Amanda Taylor 
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Support for families during the holiday. 

Ashley Sayer, Senior Family Support Worker, 
is on call for advice and support during the first 
week of the Christmas holiday.  
 
Carly Bennellick, Family Support Worker, is 
also available for advice and support during 
some of the Christmas holiday. 
 
However, if your child is displaying seriously 
challenging behaviours and someone is at risk, 
you must contact the police.  
 
You can call 999 in an emergency or dial 
101. On that number you will talk to the 
police directly. They will discuss with you the 
best course of action. 
 
 

 

These forums are for you: the parent/carer of a child with an 
additional or special need and or disability, to voice your opinion on 
what you would like for your child. 
  

 WBPCF will help you to find the service or support you need. 

 WBPCF is run by parents for parents. We know how frustrating 
all of this can be! 

 We are part of the voluntary sector and supported by the Local 
authority and the Department of Education, so have a valid voice, 
and one that is listened to. 

 Will keep you up to date with SEND information, and how we can 
change things for the better! 
 

The forums aim to support parents/carers to participate and have a voice in how services for 
disabled and special needs children are shaped and delivered locally. You can give as much or 
as little time as you want to, all are parent carers of special needs children too and appreciate 
how hectic life can be. But together, we can make changes.  
Contact us, we value your call. We are here for you and your family. 
West Berks:- 
Phone: 07860 942280                             email: info@westberksparentcarerforum 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/westberksparentcarerforum 
Website: https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/ 
Reading:- 
Website: http://www.readingfamiliesforum.co.uk/ 
Phone: 07516 185380    
email:  fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com 

Advice and support from 

Brookfields staff  

Family Support Workers 

Ashley Sayer 

07516 241989 

Carly Bennellick 

cbennellick@brookfields.w-

berks.sch.uk 

 

Emergency at home 

Call 999 if someone is at risk 

Call the police on 101 for their help 

Out of hours Duty Social Worker 

01344 786543 

https://www.wbpcf.org.uk/
mailto:email:%20%20fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com
mailto:email:%20%20fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com
mailto:cbennellick@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
mailto:cbennellick@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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It has been great to see the Youth Club up and running again this term after such a long time. 

We have welcomed some new members to the club and have had visits from other Brookfields 

pupils who will be joining the Youth Club in January. 

If you are interested in your child joining the Youth Club, please contact Kerrie Byers (Youth Club 

Manager) for further information and to arrange a trial visit:- 

kbyers@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk  

Everyone enjoyed the Fish and Chips night earlier this term including the staff! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Club is a safe place to play on Xbox One, Wii, PlayStation, Xbox 360. It is also a great 

place for students to play games, watch TV together, do Arts and Crafts or to just hang out with 

their friends. There is always a tuckshop so the students can buy goodies to eat too! 

We are hoping to finish off this year with our annual trip to McDonalds…...fingers crossed! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 from Kerrie, Darren and all the Youth Club staff.  

 

 

 

mailto:kbyers@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk
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We have been thrilled to receive 2 significant donations this term to support the work of the 
school.  
Local company Wipro donated £2,000 to support our virtual 
connectivity project. This project will allow us to increase 
connectivity across the school where the size of buildings no 
longer allows for large whole school gatherings as well as helping 
us to engage with our families via a greatly improved system. The 
donation from Wipro will enable us to purchase the equipment we 
need, such as cameras and screens. We are very grateful to the 
team at Wipro for their continuing support for the school. 

 
We were also delighted to receive a 
grant of £500 from the John Sykes 
Foundation Covid-19 Relief Fund.  This 
generous donation has allowed us to 
revitalise pottery in the school.  The kiln 

has been serviced and brought back into action and we 
have been able to buy lots of new materials. We were 
presented with the cheque by John and Sian when they 
came to the school with therapy dog Bali and her owner. 

 
Thank you to all of you who collected Morrisons gardening tokens for the 
school.  We received just over 2,000 so we were able to order several items 
including a pop-up tidy, a large trolley, some easy hang plant pots and a 
garden scoop. We look forward to receiving them again in the new year in 
time for some spring gardening. 

 
Thank you also to everyone who shops on Amazon Smile. This is an 
easy way to raise money for the school at no cost to yourself. Simply 
register with Amazon Smile (this works on the Amazon app too) using 
the link below and nominate the Brookfields School Association as 
your charity. The PTA will automatically receive 0.5% on all eligible 
purchases.  Up until August 2021 we had earned just over £400 
commission. Hopefully this figure will grow after Christmas. 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/273594-0 
 
Another great way for the school to earn money is via matched funding.  Many employers offer 
this service. In a nutshell, if you donate to the school or help at an event, many employers will 
match the donation you made or your contribution to the fundraising event. The best way to check 
if your company does this is to check with your HR team. Do let us know if you would like more 
information about how the scheme works. 
 

Thank you so much for your £1 donations on ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ 
on Friday 10th December. The money raised will go to the local 
‘Swings and Smiles’ charity which relies on fundraising to provide 
support to children with special needs and their families.  
 
The pupils loved wearing their jumpers too! 
 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/273594-0
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Thank you so much to everyone who bought Christmas 
raffle tickets. I am delighted to confirm that the raffle 
raised over £600. Some of the money raised is being 
used to buy an end of term treat for every pupil in the 
school. 

Thank you to those of you who ordered Christmas 
cards and other items through Class Fundraising. The 
PTA received a percentage on all purchases.  

Many thanks to the parents and staff who attended the PTA AGM this 
term. If you would like to join the PTA or have any suggestions for 
future fundraising activities for the school we would be delighted to 
hear from you PTA@brookfields.w-berks.sch.uk 

Thank you for your support.  
 
Sam Clarke, Brookfields PTA Chair 

   

The governing board has had a busy first term of this academic year. Claire Reeves, staff 
governor, came to the end of her term of office. The governors would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Claire for her dedication and commitment to the role of staff governor over the last three 
years. Claire made a real difference to the work of the board. We also welcomed four new 
members to the board; Dawn Spencer and Christine McLean joined as parent governors, Shaun 
Polley as a co-opted governor and Megan Brown as the new staff governor. Richard Clarke 
moved from the role of parent governor to co-opted governor. All the new governors bring a great 
range of skills and experience to the governing board and we look forward to them making a real 
difference.  

In addition, in the wake of Brandon’s decision to retire, work is well underway for the recruitment 
of a new Head Teacher. This is a lengthy process as we want to ensure that we select the best 
candidate to replace Brandon when he leaves at the end of the academic year.  

The governors continue to be very impressed with the way the staff team has adapted to the 
constantly changing environment that has been caused by Covid 19. We are very grateful for the 
support of staff, pupils and their families in keeping the school open and providing a truly 
outstanding education.  

On behalf of the governors, can we wish you all a happy Christmas break and thank you for your 
continued support for the school.  

Chair of the Governing Board. 
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Head Teacher’s update - continued from Page 1: - 

 
After 10 years, we will be saying goodbye to Linda Maule (Primary Explorers Team Leader), who 
has supported our Early Years Teaching Assistants and all the pupils so well during her time at 
Brookfields. Thank you Linda for everything you have done for the department and we wish you 
well in your next role.  
We also say goodbye, thank you and good luck to Cydney who is leaving us to start a new career. 
We will be saying goodbye to two of our therapists – Lois (Speech and Language Therapist) and 
Jennifer (OT), both of whom have had such a positive impact on our pupils and the school team. 
I have been reassured that their replacements have been appointed and will be starting with us 
in the New Year.  
After 30 years, we will also be saying goodbye to Gill Cleaver (Extended Services Manager). Gill 
has had a major and significant role to play in the development of extended services at 
Brookfields, whether that be the After School Club, the Holiday Club or the Youth Club. Gill has 
worked with many, many pupils and their families over the years and has had such a positive 
impact on all of their lives. As Extended Services Manager, Gill has had to navigate her way 
through complex funding streams, which in recent years have been increasingly difficult to get 
money from. The pupils, their families and your colleagues thank you Gill for your hard work and 
dedication you have shown the school over the years and wish you the very best for the future. 
  
Finally, heartfelt thanks goes to our AMAZING staff team who have overcome some 
extraordinarily challenging barriers, both personally and professionally, to ensure that our pupils 
have continued to access outstanding provision and support. I also want to extend thanks and 
gratitude to all our families who have continued to support and encourage us throughout this 
term. 
 
We wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New 
Year.  

Remember…..….the term starts on Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
 

 
 
Brandon Mills 
Head Teacher  
 

 

 

 

Public Holidays 2021 - 2022 

25th December 2021 Christmas Day 

26th December 2021 Boxing Day  

1st January 2022 New Year’s Day  

3rd January 2022 New Year’s Day Holiday 

15th April 2022 Good Friday 

18th April 2022 Easter Monday 

2nd May 2022 Early May Bank Holiday  

2nd June 2022 Late Spring Bank Holiday 

3rd June 2022 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
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